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1882 The Naval War of 1812—Theodore Roosevelt gained recognition as a scholar and historian with his first
     book, published at age 23. He started it three years earlier, during his senior year at Harvard, with the aim of
      correcting errors he found in British and American histories of the War of 1812. Winning instant acclaim for
      scholarship and accuracy, it became a textbook at the!U.S. Naval War College. In 1886 the Department of
      the Navy ordered a copy placed aboard every U.S. ship. The Naval War of 1812 remains a classic naval history.

1885 Hunting Trips of a Ranchman
1887 Thomas Hart Benton
1888 Essays on Practical Politics

      Gouverneur Morris
      Ranch Life and the Hunting Trail

1889-1896 The Winning of the West, 4 vols.
1891  New York
1893 The Wilderness Hunter
1895 Hero Tales from American History,

      co-author with Henry Cabot Lodge
1897 American Ideals

      Some American Game
1899 The Rough Riders
1900 The Strenuous Life

      Oliver Cromwell
1905 Outdoor Pastimes of an American Hunter
1907 Good Hunting
1909 Outlook Editorials
1910 African and European Addresses

      African Game Trails
      American Problems
      The New Nationalism

1912 The Conservation of Womanhood and Childhood
      Realizable Ideals

1913 An Autobiography
      History as Literature and Other Essays
      Progressive Principles
      Through the Brazilian Wilderness

1914 Life-Histories of African Game Animals, 2 vols., co-author with Edmund Heller
1915 America and the World War
1916 Fear God and Take Your Own Part

      A Book Lover’s Holiday in the Open
1917 The Foes of Our Own Household

      National Strength and International Duty
1918 The Great Adventure

14–2   SELECTED  WRITINGS OF THEODORE ROOSEVELT

An intellectual, Theodore Roosevelt earned his living, in part, as a writer.
He was the author of more than 30 books of history, biography, politics, literature, and science.

Two of his most important books are The Naval War of 1812 (1882) and The Winning of the West, 4 vols. (1889-1896).
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14–3  ROOSEVELT FAMILY ALBUM
In 1644 Klaes Martenszen van Rosenvelt, Theodore Roosevelt’s first ancestor  in America, migrated from Holland to New
Amsterdam—a Dutch trading post renamed New York City when seized by the English in 1664. The next seven generations
prospered as New York merchants and landowners. Grandfather Cornelius Roosevelt became one of New York’s first millionaires.

 “Now and then we children were taken round to
our grandfather’s house; a big house for the New
York of those days, on the corner of Fourteenth
Street and Broadway, fronting Union Square.”
         —Theodore Roosevelt, An Autobiography

Edith Carow
was directly
descended from
Jonathan Edwards.
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14–4  A NORTHERN FATHER—A SOUTHERN MOTHER

THEODORE ROOSEVELT, SR.

Theodore Roosevelt (TR) described his parents in the first chaper of An Autobiography,
published in New York by G.P. Putnam’s Sons in 1913.

“My father, Theodore Roosevelt [Sr.], was the best man I ever knew.
He combined strength and courage with gentleness, tenderness, and great unselfishness.

He would not tolerate in us children selfishness or cruelty, idleness, cowardice, or untruthfulness.
As we grew older he made us understand that the same standard of clean living was demanded for the boys as

for the girls.…we children adored him. We used to wait in the library in the evening until we could hear his key
      rattling in the latch of the front hall, and then rush out to greet him. ”

“My father worked hard at his business [as a glass importer], for he died when
he was forty-six, too early to have retired. He was interested in every social reform
movement, and he did an immense amount of practical charitable work himself. He
was a big, powerful man, with a leonine face, and his heart filled with gentleness for
those who needed help or protection, and with the possibility of much wrath against
a bully or an oppressor.”

Theodore Roosevelt, Sr. was a philanthropist and humanitarian. He
helped found the Children’s Aid Society, Newsboys’ Lodging House, New
York Orthopedic Hospital, Union League, Metropolitan Museum of Art,
and American Museum of Natural History.

Greatheart his family called him, after the guide-protector in John Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress.

“My mother, Martha Bulloch was a sweet, gracious beautiful Southern woman,
a delightful companion and beloved by everybody. She was entirely “unreconstructed” to the day of her death.”

“My mother’s people were predominantly of Scotch, but also of Huguenot and English descent.
She was a Georgian, her people having come to Georgia from South Carolina before the Revolution.
My mother’s great-grandfather, Archibald Bulloch, was the first Revolutionary “President” of
Georgia. My grandfather, her father, spent the winters in Savannah and the summers at Roswell,
in the Georgia uplands near Atlanta, finally making Roswell his permanent home.”

MARTHA “MITTIE” BULLOCH

During the Civil War Mittie secretly sent aid to Confederate forces, which
included her brothers serving in the Confederate Navy. TR wrote, “Although a
small boy, I grew to have...[an] understanding...that the family were not one in
their views about that conflict, my father being a strong Lincoln Republican.”
When mad at his mother, Theodore would pray for the Union Army to “grind
the Southern troops to powder.” Roosevelt family tensions heightened when
Roswell was ransacked by Union soldiers in General Sherman’s destructive
march to the sea, and “pretty much everything in it that was portable was
taken by the boys in blue, including most of the books....”

In light of these tensions, Theodore’s father paid a substitute to serve for him in the Union Army (a common practice).
He served the Union instead as a civilian allotment commissioner, touring army camps to encourage soldiers to send
part of their paychecks back home. In later years TR seemed driven to compensate for his father’s lack of military service.

In 1853 Mittie left Roswell, her slaveholding plantation home, to marry Theodore Roosevelt, Sr.
and adjust to yankee culture in New York. Her mother and sister Anna soon joined her and
became part of the Roosevelt household. The three women regaled Mittie’s four children with
tales of southern life, including Br’er Rabbit stories and the adventures of Daniel Boone
and Davy Crockett—who became young Theodore’s lifelong heroes. (In 1887, TR helped
found the Boone and Crockett Club to preserve America’s wildlands and wildlife.)
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14–5    CHILDHOOD: LIFE-SHAPING EVENTS

“On October 27, 1858,
I was born at No. 28 East

Twentieth Street, New York City,
in the house in which we lived
during the time that my two
sisters and my brother and

I were small children.”

Mr. Roosevelt built an exercise room to help his son develop
a strong body, hoping that an expanded, muscular chest would
provide more lung room to breathe.
Thus began Theodore’s lifelong program
of boxing, wrestling, riding, hiking,
swimming, rowing, fencing,
tennis, hunting—in short, a
devotion to what he called the
“strenuous life,” a life he would
advocate for all Americans.
Later, as a New York City police
commissioner he started a boxing
club for boys in the slums.
As president, he directed military officers
to prove they could hike 50 miles—or ride horseback 100 miles—in
three days. And he led the way, riding 100 miles in one day.

A consuming interest in natural history began at age seven
when Theodore encountered a seal that “filled me with every
possible feeling of…adventure.…I carefully made a record of
the utterly useless measurements, and at once began to write
a natural history of my own, on the strength of that seal.”

at age 13 from John Bell, a
companion of the famous
ornithologist James Audubon.
He became an expert on American
birds, identifying them by their Latin
names and by their songs.

Theodore Roosevelt recorded childhood and boyhood events in the first three chapters of An Autobiography,
published in New York by G.P. Putnam’s Sons in 1913.

“I was a sickly, delicate boy, suffered much from asthma, and frequently
had to be taken away on trips to find a place where I could breathe.” Often
at night when Theodore had  trouble breathing his father would drive him

pell-mell through the streets of New York to
force air into his lungs.

One day Theodore’s father challenged him:

Theodore seemed bound for a science
career. He chose politics instead. But he became a noted amatuer naturalist,
and his greatest legacy as president would be conservation of natural resources.

(Theodore’s brother Elliott Roosevelt
became the father of Eleanor Roosevelt.
In 1905 Eleanor married Theodore’s
fifth cousin Franklin D. Roosevelt,
who served as 32nd president of the
United States from 1933 to 1945.)

Theodore soon started a home museum of birds and mammals,
live and stuffed. He prepared his own specimens after learning taxidermy
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14–6    BOYHOOD: EYE-OPENING EVENTS

“Quite unknown to myself, I was, while a boy, under a hopeless disadvantage in studying nature.
I was very near-sighted, so that the only things I could study were those I ran against or stumbled over.”

“I was given the chance to read books that…
[my parents] thought I ought to read, but if I did
not like them I was then given some other good
book that I did like.”

“I suppose everybody has kinks in him, and even
as a child there were books which I ought to have
liked and did not. For instance, I never cared at all
for the first part of ‘Robinson Crusoe’…whereas
the second part…the adventures…with the wolves
in the Pyrenees…fascinated me.…Even in poetry
it was the relationship of adventures that most
appealed to me as a boy.…Longfellow’s poem,
‘The Saga of King Olaf ’…absorbed me.”

Among Theodore’s favorite books on natural
history were those by Mayne Reid, J.G. Wood,
and Spencer Baird.

BOOKS—Theodore read one or two books a day throughout his life,
retaining most of what he read through a photographic memory.

“Having been a sickly boy…I was nervous and timid.
       Yet from reading of the people I admired—
         ranging from the soldiers of Valley Forge,

and Morgan’s riflemen, to the heroes of
my favorite stories…and from
knowing my father, I felt a
great admiration for men who
were fearless and who could
hold their own in the world,
and I had a great desire to be
like them.”

Theodore learned from “one of
Marryat’s books” that he could
become fearless by practicing

          fearlessness when he did not feel it.
He did so and recorded: “I gradually ceased to be afraid.”

GLASSES—“I had no idea how beautiful the world was until I got those spectacles.”

“I had no idea how beautiful the world was until I got those spectacles. I had been a clumsy and awkward
little boy, and while much of my clumsiness and awkwardness was doubtless due to general characteristics, a
good deal of it was due to the fact that I could not see and yet was wholly ignorant that I was not seeing. The
recollection of this experience gives me a keen sympathy with those who are trying in our public schools and
elsewhere to remove the physical causes of deficiency in children, who are often unjustly blamed for being
obstinate or unambitious, or mentally stupid.”

And then a miracle occurred:
“I spoke of this
to my father,
and soon
afterwards got
my first pair of
spectacles, which
literally opened
an entirely new
world to me.”

Theodore discovered his eye problem at age 13,
the summer he hunted with his first gun.
He wondered
why his
friends shot
at things he
couldn’t
even see.

“I find it a great comfort to like all kinds of books.”—Theodore Roosevelt
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14–7 NEW YORK STATE LEGISLATOR: A POLITICAL EDUCATION, 1881-1884

TR confided to his friend Jacob Riis: “I suppose that my
head swelled.…I stood out for my own opinion alone.…
my own conscience, my own judgment were to decide in
all things. I would listen to no argument, no advice. I took
the isolated peak on every issue, and my people left me.
When I looked around…I found myself alone.…
deserted. The men from Erie, from Suffolk, from any-
where, would not work with me.…My isolated peak had
become a valley; every bit of influence I had was gone.…

He fell from favor, owing to
his one-man leadership style.
             “I took the isolated peak
             on every issue, and
             my people left me.”

Roosevelt rose to minority
leader in his second term.
   “I put myself in the way
   of things happening;
   and they happened.”

“What did I do? I looked the ground over and
made up my mind that there were several other
excellent people there, with honest opinions of
the right, even though they differed from me. I
turned in to help them, and they turned to and
gave me a hand. And so we were able to get things
done. We did not agree in all things, but we did
in some, and those we pulled at together. THAT
WAS MY FIRST LESSON IN REAL POLITICS.”

A different learning experience came TR’s way
with his inspection of New York City’s tenement
houses, at the insistence of Samuel Gompers. The
Cigar-makers’ Union had introduced a bill, written
by Gompers, to make the manufacture of cigars in
the tenement houses illegal.

TR served on a legislative committe charged with studying
the Cigar Bill. He agreed to inspect the tenement houses with
Gompers and was appalled at the terrible living conditions. He
decided to support the bill though he was not a Union sympa-
thizer. The bill passed; then Appeals Court judges declared it un-
constitutional. The judges “knew legalism but not life,” said TR.

The cigar manufacturers
owned the tenement
houses and exploited
their employees by forcing
them to work at home in
crowded, unsanitary
conditions—often in the
same room where they
slept and cooked.

Samuel
Gompers

TENEMENT HOUSES AND THE CIGAR BILL

THE “ISOLATED PEAK LESSON”— as recorded by Jacob Riis in Theodore Roosevelt the Citizen (1904)

1880 was a significant transition year for Theodore Roosevelt.
He graduated from Harvard. He married Alice Hathaway Lee.

He joined the Republican party and became fascinated with politics.

In 1881 he began a political career, winning the first of three terms in the New York State Legislature.
His platform: “Clean streets and clean politics!” and a promise to obey no boss.

An active reformer, he was nicknamed “the Cyclone Assemblyman.”

At age 23, TR was the youngest member ever elected to the Assembly. Fellow legislators at first mocked
this upstart reformer who dressed like a dandy. Yet within a year TR earned their respect by challenging the
 corrupt practices of big businessmen such as Jay Gould. An admiring press called TR “the Scotch Terrier.”

This experience
helped TR better
understand urban
poverty problems as
he dealt with them in
future political
offices. And Gompers
thought TR under-
stood him better, too.

“I intended to be one of the governing class.…”—Theodore Roosevelt, 1881
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14–8  TR TACKLES NATIONAL AND CITY REFORMS 1889-1897

TR concluded that he now was “a literary feller,” not a politician. But not for long.
In 1889 he eagerly accepted appointment by President Benjamin Harrison as one of three members
of the Civil Service Commission in Washington, D.C.
The commission’s task was to administer the 1883 Pendleton Act
which required merit exams for 25 percent of federal officeholders.
As a New York legislator, TR had helped pass the first state
Civil Service law based on the Pendleton Act. Now, as a federal
commissioner he quickly stirred things up on the lethargic commission.
He revised the merit exams, making them more specific to the jobs;
he allowed women to compete for many jobs, a radical reform;
and he fought corruption wherever he found it. His exposure of
the New York Custom House practice of selling exam answers
served notice that the Civil Service Act would be enforced.
Biographer Jacob Riis called TR’s commission tenure a
“six-year war” to create a “Fair Play Department.”

U.S. CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSIONER, 1889-1895

NEW YORK CITY POLICE COMMISSIONER, 1895-97

In 1895 TR left the Civil Service commission to accept a more exciting job: New York City Police Commissioner.
“A man’s work,” he called his new job in a letter to his sister Bamie, for “I have the most important, and most
corrupt department in New York on my hands.” He saw police honesty as the heart of progressive municipal reform.
Media savvy, TR invited reform-minded reporters Jacob Riis of the New York Sun and Lincoln Steffens of the
New York Evening Post to accompany him on “midnight rambles” to check on patrolmen. He gave demerits for      
                                               delinquency and awards for bravery. Safer streets and good publicity resulted.
                                                Sun and Evening Post headlines made New Yorkers aware of napping police (and

worse) and supportive of TR’s “reign of terror.” Some New Yorkers,
however, resented his enforcement
of the ban on Sunday liquor sales.
“I deal with the law,” he responded.
TR’s effective police reforms included
! pistol practice
! a bicycle brigade (increased arrests)
! appointments and promotions
    through merit, not purchase or
    bribery. A captaincy went from
    $10,000 to $0 (improved morale).

In 1886 TR returned to New York, drawn by politics and romance. In November he ran unsuccessfully
for mayor of New York City. In December he married his childhood friend Edith Kermit Carow.

The newlyweds moved to Sagamore Hill, a new home TR built on Long Island, New York.
TR earned much-needed income by publishing four books within three years.

In 1884 tragedy interrupted Theodore Roosevelt’s political career
when his wife Alice and his mother Mittie both died on the same day.

          That year he traded his life of politics in New York for that of a cattle rancher in the Dakota Territory
     (an episode treated in an earlier section). Ranching, TR’s one experience as a businessman, turned into
     an economic disaster when the Great Plains blizzards of 1886 destroyed 65 percent of  his cattle. He lost
     a considerabale sum of money, much of which he inherited from his father (who had died in 1878).

“The police loved him. The crooks hated him.”—New York Policeman
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ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF THE NAVY. 1897-1898

14–9  ROAD TO THE WHITE HOUSE, 1895-1901

COLONEL, SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR, 1898

NEW YORK GOVERNOR , 1898-1899

VICE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, 1901 PRESIDENT MCKINLEY ASSASSINATED, 1901

Elected William McKinley’s vice president in 1900,
TR resolved to make the best of his new “do-nothing” job.

In September 1901,President William McKinley
was assassinated by anarchist Leon Czolgosz at the
Pan-American Exposition in Buffalo, New York.

New Yorkers elected the hero of San Juan as governor—
alarming conservative, lassiz-faire Republicans who
feared Roosevelt would dismantle big business.
Senator Thomas Platt, boss of the New York
Republican political machine, assured
conservatives that he could control
Governor Roosevelt. After all, he
had supported TR’s candidacy as the only
way to keep the statehouse in Republican hands.
Governor Roosevelt shrewdly asserted his independence while
allowing Boss Platt to save face. When TR rejected Platt’s choices
for appointees, he often gave Platt a list of his own choices and
asked him to select one. And Platt did. After calling Platt’s bluff
one day, TR wrote a friend: “I have always been fond of the West
African proverb:‘Speak softly and carry a big stick; you will go far.’”

“Now look!
That…cowboy is
President of the
United States,”
cried Mark Hanna, the
wealthy Ohio industrialist
who had been McKinley’s
campaign manager.

TR accomplished mild reforms as governor:
! Reenactment of the Civil Service Law
! An increase of factory-safety inspectors
! A Tenement-House Commission to      
    improve living conditions—resulting     
    from inspections by TR and Jacob Riis
! Conservation laws protecting forests.

In a tragic turn of events, Roosevelt would be vice
president for only six months, March 4 to Sept. 14, 1891. William McKinley, 1843-1901

One reform, however, went too far: a tax
on companies given city transit franchises.
Angry businessmen agreed with Platt’s plan
for getting rid of TR, this “dangerous” man:
“Kick him upstairs” to an office of oblivion,
vice president of the United States. Platt
succeeded in promoting TR’s nomination as VP.

TR sought and won from President McKinley an office
he longed for. Now he could build the strong navy he had
advocated in The Naval War of 1812. He did so, pressing his
power to the limit in the frequent absences of his ailing boss.

When the Spanish-American War began in April
1898, the navy was ready, and so was TR. He
resigned his office to lead the 1st U.S. Volunteer Cavalry
(Rough Riders) to the Cuban battlefront. He returned
a hero, acclaimed for his charge up San Juan Heights,
and was urged to run for governor of New York.

“Of course, I should like to be President….”— Theodore Roosevelt, letter to W.H. Taft, July 15, 1901

   Albany !

NEW
YORK

“He called a spade a spade and a crook a crook.”—Senator Thomas Platt of Governor Roosevelt
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14–10 PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT: A SQUARE DEAL AND A BIG STICK, 1901-1909

STATE OF THE UNION MESSAGE, DEC. 3, 1901—WHAT TO WATCH FOR

“Let the watchwords of all our people be the old familiar watchwords of honesty, decency, fair-dealing, and commonsense.”
“We must treat each man on his worth and merits as a man. We must see that each is given a square deal, because he is
entitled to no more and should receive no less.”—Theodore Roosevelt, New York State Fair, 1903

“There is widespread conviction in the minds of the American people that the great
corporations known as trusts are in certain of their features and tendencies hurtful
to the general welfare. This... is based upon sincere conviction that combination
and concentration should be, not prohibited, but supervised and within reasonable
limits controlled; and in my judgment this conviction is right….”

 BIG BUSINESS: Trustbusting and regulation of business

“Very great good has been and will be accomplished by associations or unions of
wage-workers, when managed with forethought, and when they combine insistence
upon their own rights with law-abiding respect for the rights of others.”

CONSERVATION: A legacy worthy of Mt. Rushmore
“The forest reserves will inevitably be of still greater use in the future than in the
past. Additions should be made to them whenever practicable, and their usefulness
should be increased by a thoroughly businesslike management.”

MILITARY PREPAREDNESS: U.S. Navy will circle the globe. Nations notice.

On September 14, 1901, Theodore Roosevelt was sworn in
as the nation’s 26th President by U.S. District Judge John R.

Hazel at the home of Ansley Wilcox in Buffalo, New York.
Elected on his own in 1904, he announced he would

not run for re-election in 1908.

How would President Roosevelt govern?
Senator Mark Hanna advised him: “Go Slow.”

Oh? The man Henry Adams described as “pure act”? Hardly.

President Roosevelt expanded the government’s role in domestic affairs by
 promising a “Square Deal”—fairness for all,

carried out with his effective technique:
“Speak softly and carry a big stick.”

The big stick? Federal power.

Roosevelt expanded the role of the United States in world affairs
with diplomacy backed by the big stick—specifically, the U.S. Navy.

“The American people must either build and maintain an adequate navy or else make
up their minds definitely to accept a secondary position in international affairs, not
merely in political, but in commercial, matters. It has been well said that there is no
surer way of courting national disaster than to be ‘opulent, aggressive, and unarmed.’”

LABOR: Arbitration rights
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14–11  BIG BUSINESS AND THE  SQUARE DEAL

BUT WAIT: For 20 years the Sherman Antitrust Act was
rarely enforced. Why not? (Well, can you understand it?)

! Vague language: for example, it does not define
    “restraint of trade or commerce.”

! In the 1895 case of U.S. v. E. C. Knight Company
    (a sugar-manufacturing trust that contolled 98 percent of the
    nation’s sugar production) the Supreme Court distinguished
    between commerce and manufacture and ruled that the
    antitrust law did not apply to manufacturers. As most trusts
    were composesd of  manufacturers, this Supreme Court
    decision put most trusts beyond the reach of the antitrust law.

THE 1890 SHERMAN  ANTITRUST ACT STATED:  “Every contract, combination in the form of trust or otherwise, or
conspiracy, in restraint of trade or commerce among the several states, or with foreign nations, is hereby declared to be illegal.”

ROOSEVELT’S GOOD TRUST— BAD TRUST POLICY

“We demand that big business give the people a square deal; in return we must insist that when any one engaged in big
business honestly endeavors to do right he shall himself be given a square deal.”—Theodore Roosevelt

President Roosevelt favored the growth of big corporations, calling them
“natural,” “inevitable,” and “beneficial.”

“On wan hand I wud stamp thim under fut; on th’ other hand not so fast.”
                                                                 —Finley Peter Dunne, “Mr Dooley,” satirizing Roosevelt

“the widespread conviction in the minds of the American people that the great
corporations known as trusts are in certain of their features and tendencies hurtful
to the general welfare. This… is based upon sincere conviction that combination
and concentration should be, not prohibited, but supervised and within reasonable
limits controlled.…”

trust—a combination of companies whose stock is controlled by a central board of trustees who
          cut costs, control prices and production, and eliminate competition for the benefit of all the companies.
monopoly—exclusive control of commodities or services

holding company—a trust that acquires control of member corporations by exchanging its stock for theirs.

In 1890 Congress had passed the Sherman Antitrust Act to regulate trusts and monopolies.

BIG BUSINESS TERMS

On the other hand —he agreed with:

Roosevelt distinguished between
fortunes “gained as an incident to
performing great services to the
community…and those gained
in evil fashion by keeping just
within the limits of mere law….”
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14–12  BIG BUSINESS AND THE BIG STICK

“Well, if I have to, I have to.”

TRUSTBUSTER: THE NORTHERN SECURITIES CASE

J. Pierpont Morgan, financial mastermind of Northern Securities Company, was surprised.
He went to the White House to work things out, to make his case.

He lost his case, as did his company.
In 1904 the Supreme Court dissolved the Northern Securities Company.

In light of the toothless Sherman Antitrust Act, resulting
from the Knight case, Roosevelt noted in his autobiography:

“The absolutely vital question was whether the Government
had power to control them [corporations] at all.”

President Roosevelt decided that to assert government
control over business, the Knight case must be reversed.

In 1902 he asked Attorney General Philander Knox to file
an antitrust suit under the Sherman Act to dissolve Northern
Securities Company— which, Roosevelt said, “had arranged
to take control of practically the entire railway system in the
Northwest.…”

(This was the first of 44 antitrust suits initiated by TR.
Unlike Northern Securities, not all were successful.)

“I have always been fond of the African proverb, ‘Speak softly and carry a big stick; you will go far.’”
—Theodore Roosevelt
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14–13  LABOR AND THE SQUARE DEAL

“We…are no respecter of persons. If a labor union does what is wrong,
we oppose it as fearlessly as we oppose a corporation that does wrong; and we stand

with equal stoutness for the rights of the man of wealth and for the rights of the wage-workers….”
“We are the staunch upholders of every honest man, whether business man or wage-worker”—Theodore Roosevelt

LABOR RIGHTS FOR FEDERAL EMPLOYEES

1902—THE COAL STRIKE: A “TWEEDLEDEE” VICTORY

In An Autobiography, President Roosevelt expressed his views on establishing the rights of labor.
He could do little on a state level because of states’ rights, as stipulated in the
10th Amendment to the Constitution.
He therefore determined to make the federal government a “model employer
of labor,” seeking to make salaried workers—just as much as cabinet
secretaries—proud of their public service and “confident of just treatment.”

The president led the way in making “good laws” by executive order and within
the areas of national jurisdiction: in the District of Columbia and the Territories,
as well as through the interstate commerce clause of the Constitution.
These laws included:

! Health and safety protection for miners in the Territories
! Supervision of employment agencies in the District of Columbia
! Workers’ compensation laws for government workers
! Incorporation of the National Child Labor Committee

In May 1902 some 140,000 United Mine Workers in Pennsylvania’s anthracite coal fields went on strike. Their
demands included a 20 percent wage increase, an 8-hour day, and recognition of the union’s right to bargain.

George F. Baers, spokesman for the mine owners, refused the union’s demands, and by fall the nation was in a
crisis: violence broke out in the coal fields, people shivered in their homes, and the price of coal rose dramatically.

The federal government had no constitutional power to intervene in the strike. Therefore, President Roosevelt
offered to act as an impartial arbitrator.  Union leader John Mitchell immediately accepted and proposed that the
president appoint a negotiating board. Baer, however, refused to deal with union “outlaws.”

Roosevelt then let it be known that he might order the Army to seize and run the mines. In a national crisis he
judged it “imperative to act, precedent or no precedent.” He asked the coal railroad

In 1903 Congress put Roosevelt’s philosophy into action, establishing the Department of Commerce and Labor.
In 1904 Congress added to this department the Bureau of Corporations to investigate and publicize corporate behavior.

powerbroker J.P. Morgan to urge the mine owners to negotiate.

TR’s big stick worked. The mine owners agreed to an arbitration
panel of experts—as long as it did not include a union member.
The panel might, however, include an “eminent sociologist.”

TR chose E.E. Clark, head of the Brotherhood of Railway
Conductors Union as the “eminent sociologist.” Baer accepted.

“Absurd,” said a relieved and amused TR. “They would…submit
to anarchy rather than have Tweedledum. Yet if I would call it
Tweedledee, they would accept it with rapture.” (And save face.)

The miners won a 10 percent wage increase but did not win
union recognition. They counted Roosevelt a friend of labor.
TR set a precedent in asserting the government’s role as an
interested third party in large strikes.
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14–14 CONSUMERS AND THE SQUARE DEAL

1906—THE MEAT INSPECTION ACT
AND THE

THE PURE FOOD AND DRUG ACT

1903, 1906—RAILROAD REGULATION, BENEFITTING FARMERS AND OTHER SMALL SHIPPERS

    

In 1887 Congress had passed the Interstate Commerce Act to regulate railroads engaged in interstate commerce.
The act mandated “reasonable and just” rates and prohibited discriminatory practices such as rebates, drawbacks, and
pooling. It also created an Interstate Commerce Commission to deal with complaints. Because of vague language,
however, the Act rarely was enforced.

Following his election in 1904, Theodore Roosevelt said, “Tomorrow I shall come into my office by my own right.
And watch out for me.” He then turned his attention to furthering progressive reforms for consumers.

In response to complaints from farmers and other small shippers
about railroad favoritism toward big shippers like Standard Oil,
President Roosevelt and other progressives urged Congress to pass
laws strengthening the Interstate Commerce Act. The results:

1903—THE ELKINS ACT
! made deviation from published rates a misdemeanor
! defined unfair discrimination between shippers
! prohibited rebates.

1906—THE HEPBURN ACT increased
the Interstate Commerce Commission from
five to seven members and empowered it to:
! fix just and reasonable maximum railroad rates
! set uniform methods of accounting
! prohibit the granting of free passes.

In 1906 Upton Sinclair, a socialist, wrote a novel called The Jungle.
The theme concerned the evils of capitalism as
experienced by exploited immigrant workers

in a Chicago meat-packing plant.

Congress responded with two laws,
both pertaining to companies engaged in interstate commerce.
1906—THE MEAT INSPECTION ACT
    ! mandated safe, sanitary working conditions in the
         meat-packing industry
    ! required federal inspection of all companies selling meat.

1906—THE PURE FOOD AND DRUG ACT
    ! prohibited the manufacture, sale, or transportation of
        adulterated foods and drugs
    ! prohibited the manufacture, sale, or transportation of
        fraudulently labeled foods and drugs.

A brief passage about contaminated sausage made in unsanitary conditions overrode the book’s theme.
Everybody in the country, it seemed, was talking about sausage, not socialism or capitalism. Progressives, ready to
right every wrong, sought legislative reforms in food processing. President Roosevelt read The Jungle and was out-
raged. He appointed Commissioner of Labor Charles P. Neill and social worker James B. Reynolds to investigate
stockyard conditions. The Neill-Reynolds report confirmed Sinclair’s allegations. Roosevelt told the meat packers
he would publish the report if they refused to accept government inspection of the plants. They refused, and he
published. Meat sales plunged, and the packers requested government inspection.
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14–15  THE CONSERVATION PRESIDENT

By the end of his administration
Theodore Roosevelt had placed
230,000,000 acres of land under
public protection, including:

! 4 National Game Preserves
! 5 National Parks
! 18 National Monuments
! 24 Reclamation Projects
! 51 Federal Bird Reservations
! 150 National Forests.
He also organized 7 Conservation
Conferences and Commissions
which had nationwide impact.

“We have fallen heirs to the most glorious heritage a people ever received, and each one must do his part if we wish to
show that the nation is worthy of its good fortune.” —Theodore Roosevelt

Conservation of the United States’ natural resources—the “most glorious heritage
a people ever received”—was one of Theodore Roosevelt’s most

important and enduring achievements as president.

In 1901 when Theodore Roosevelt took office, out of some 800 million acres of
virgin forest only about 200 million acres remained. A half-century of mining had
exploited mineral resources; herds of animals such as the buffalo had all but disappeared;
and certain birds were becoming extinct because fashion dictated feathered hats.

December 1901—In his first message to Congress President Roosevelt warned, “the
forest and water problems are perhaps the most vital internal problems of the United States.”

In the midst of abundance, Americans gave little thought to running short of
trees and grass and water and soil and minerals and wildlife. Natural resources
seemed inexhaustible, and so Americans used them heedlessly.

Not until the 1891 Forest Reserve Act did Congress begin to pass significant
environmental laws. Under that act, Presidents Harrison, Cleveland, and
McKinley withdrew from public entry 45 million acres of forest. Yet waste of
natural resources continued, and the public seemed oblivious to conservation.
Congressman Joe Cannon declared, “not one cent for scenery.”

Roosevelt swung into action immediately.
In 1902 he secured passage of the Newlands
Reclamation Act. To reclaim arid land in
the West by managing waterways, the act
authorized federal construction of dams,
reservoirs, and irrigation projects in 16
western states, funded by the sale of public
lands. Roosevelt Dam and Hoover Dam are
two of several dams built by this act.

1902—Newlands Reclamation Act
Federal forest reserves were poorly managed until
1905 when  Roosevelt transfered their management
to the United States Forest Service, an agency
headed by college-trained conservationist Gifford
Pinchot. One of the most able men in forestry,
Pinchot applied scientific principles to the harvest-
ing and replanting of trees. He aimed to balance the
interests of businessmen and preservationists like
John Muir.

1905—Federal Forest Reserves

1903—Three Friends of Nature 1909—Accomplishments
Then on to Yosemite Park with John
Muir, founder of the Sierra Club, whose
writings had persuaded Congress to
declare the land a national park in 1890.
Muir’s writings also influenced creation
of the National Park Service in 1916.

JOHN MUIR

1838-1914

JOHN BURROUGHS
1837-1921

Roosevelt spent the spring of
1903 in the wilderness he loved with
two fellow naturalists he admired.
He was influenced by both.
First, he camped at Yellowstone
Park with John Burroughs, with
whom he shared a vast knowledge
of  birds. THEODORE

ROOSEVELT

1838-1914
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14–16  THEODORE ROOSEVELT’S  FOREIGN POLICY: AN OVERVIEW

“promise little, and…keep every promise…speak softly and carry a big stick.”

Mobility from one ocean to
another, from one hemisphere
to another—a trip of 12 hours,

not two months.

Enforcement of the
Monroe Doctrine

“We are a rich people, and an unmilitary people….Such being the case,…[Americans] will do well to remember that
the surest of all ways to invite disaster is to be opulent, aggressive, and unarmed.”—Theodore Roosevelt

Diplomacy in the service of
international stability

Naval strength:
key to national survival
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14–17  THE PANAMA CANAL, 1903-1914

“I took the canal and let Congress debate it.”—Theodore Roosevelt, 1911

1850—The Clayton-Bulwer Treaty:  A U.S.-British agreement to build any Isthmian canal jointly.
1876—A French company headed by Ferdinand DeLesseps, engineer of the Suez Canal, bought from Colombia

the right to dig a canal in Panama, a province of Colombia
1899—The French company went bankrupt after spending $260,000,000—to no avail. Its machinery lay rusting

in Panama. The Panama Canal Company formed just to sell DeLesseps assets to the United States.
1899—Congress created a canal commission with a million dollar appropriation to decide the best spot for a

canal: Nicaragua or Panama. After hearing the Panama Canal Company’s $109,000 offer, Congress decided
on Nicaragua. The Panama Canal Company dropped its price to $40,000.

1901—Hay-Pauncefote Treaty: This treaty with Britain abrogated the Clayton-Bulwer Treaty. The United States
was free to build the canal with the “exclusive management and policing of it” on condition that the canal be
“open to the vessels…of all nations” on equal terms.

1902—Spooner Act: Congress authorized the president to buy the French assets for $40,000,000 if Colombia
would cede the United States a strip of land for the canal in a reasonable time and at a reasonable cost.

1903—Hay-Herran Treaty: Colombia, which owned Panama, would lease to the United States for 99 years
a strip of land across Panama for a canal. The price: $10,000,000 plus annual payments of $250,000.

Colombia  rejected the Hay-Herran Treaty— and then infuriated President Roosevelt by offering the
same deal at double the price: $20,000,000. TR refused to pay another cent to the “blackmailers of Bogata.”

COULD A REVOLUTION OCCUR? Would Panama break from Colombia and make her own deal with the United
States? Rumors flew, and Philippe Bunau-Varilla, a  former agent with the French company, secretly visited the
United States to request aid for such a venture. No deal, but U.S. gunships would be nearby to protect Americans.

1903—On November 3, Panama revolted against Colombia  and announced her independence. Troops  from the U.S.
gunship Nashville protected American citizens and kept Colombian troops at bay.  The United States recognized
the Republic of Panama and on November 18 signed a treaty with Panama leasing a Canal Zone in perpetuity.
(The United States later paid Colombia $25,000,000 for her loss of Panama.) The Canal Zone lease ended in 1977.

1914—Engineer George W. Goethals announced completion of the Panama Canal— the year World War I started.

Don’t forget the mosquito.
Dr. Walter Reed and Dr.
William C. Gorgas, didn’t.
This small creature could have
defeated canal efforts had not
Reed discovered that it trans-
mitted yellow fever. Then his
colleague  Gorgas, head of
Panama’s sanitation program,
rid Panama of mosquitos by
spraying oil on their breeding
places. Both men are heroes.

The 1898 Spanish-American War revived the United States’ long interest in building a canal
across the Isthmus of Panama to connect her border oceans, Atlantic and Pacific.

The country’s new possessions in the Caribbean and the Pacific must
be accessible and defensible.

The U.S. needed a short cut from shore to shore—50 instead of 3,000 miles.

TR wrote in his autobiography:

“Panama declared itself
independent and wanted to
complete the Panama Canal, and
opened negotiations with us. I
had two courses open. I might
have taken the matter under
advisement and put it before the
Senate, in which case we should
have had a number of most able
speeches on the subject, and they
would have been going on now,
and the Panama Canal would be
in the dim future yet. We would
have had a half a century of
discussion afterward.”
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14–18  ROOSEVELT COROLLARY TO THE MONROE DOCTRINE

1904: ROOSEVELT COROLLARY

Seeing the need to enforce the
Monroe Doctrine, TR announced
in his annual message to Congress
a  new U.S. policy regarding
“chronic wrong-doing” in Western
Hemisphere nations:

 “the adherence of the United States
to the Monroe Doctrine may force
the United States…in flagrant cases
of such wrongdoing or impotence,
to the exercise of an international
police power.

“The navy offers us the only means of making our insistence upon the Monroe Doctrine anything but a subject of
derision to whatever nation chooses to disregard it. We desire the peace which comes as of right to the just man
armed; not the peace granted on terms of ignominy to the craven and the weakling.”—Theodore Roosevelt, 1901

In 1821 the United States recognized the
recently won independence of Spain's Latin
American colonies and, along with Britain,
welcomed trade with them.

Meanwhile, Europe's monarchical nations—
France, Austria, Prussia, and Russia—
planned to help Spain's king regain the
colonies, lest the revolutionary spirit spread.

In 1823 Britain, fearful that trade would be
disrupted, proposed a joint British-U.S.
statement warning Europe against interfering
with Latin American independence. The
United States wanted no entangling alliance
with Britain and, therefore, issued an
independent warning, later called the
Monroe Doctrine.

1823—PRESIDENT JAMES MONROE PROCLAIMED THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE CLOSED TO EUROPEAN COLONIZATION.
IF EUROPE OBSERVED THIS, THE U.S. WOULD NOT INTERVENE IN EUROPE'S AFFAIRS.

In 1904 Santo Domingo (today the Dominican Republic) stopped
payments on its $34,000,000 European debts, and the United States applied

THE MONROE DOCTRINE, 1823—A FLASHBACK

the Roosevelt Corollary for
the first time.

American officials ran the
country’s customs system for 28
months. They restored fiscal
order by giving 45% of the
customs receipts to Santo
Domingo; 55% to its creditors.
America’s interventionist policy
continued with President Taft’s
dollar diplomacy and President
Wilson’s moral diplomacy.

THE VENEZUELA CRISIS, 1902
In 1902 Venezuela refused to pay her debts to several European countries and refused arbitration. To force
payment, German and British ships blockaded Venezuelan ports. President Roosevelt suspected that Germany’s
saber-rattling Kaiser Wilhelm II would seize Venezuela, a violation of the Monroe Doctrine. He warned the Kaiser
that unless he agreed to arbitration, U.S. Admiral George Dewey’s fleet would break up the German blockade.
The big stick worked. Germany retreated and agreed to arbitration at the Permanent Court of Arbitration in the
Netherlands. Popularly known as the Hague Tribunal, this international organization was established in 1899 to
settle disputes among cooperating nations. A close call, but could similar incidents occur? Roosevelt took action.

 SANTO DOMINGO—THE COROLLARY APPLIED
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14–19  JAPANESE RELATIONS

THE RUSSO-JAPANESE PEACE SETTLEMENT

THE GENTLEMAN’S AGREEMENT, 1906

President Roosevelt could speak softly as
well as carry a big stick. In the Eastern
Hemisphere where the United States lacked
power, maintaining a balance of power
among other nations became his foreign policy.

Respected on the world stage, Roosevelt was secretly
asked by Japan in 1905 to act as mediator in settling the
Russo-Japanese war, which had started in 1904. After
talking with the Russian Czar, he accepted.

In 1906 Roosevelt won the Nobel Peace Prize for
successfully mediating the Russo-Japanese settlement
at the peace conference in Portsmouth, New Hampshire.
He was the first American to win a Nobel Prize.

Unforeseen consequences followed this event.
Japan resented Roosevelt’s siding with Russia against
Japan’s claims for a money indemnity.

Anti-American riots broke out in Tokyo,
and the American Embassy called for protective
troops. Fearful Americans at home began to talk
of the “yellow peril.” Where would it all lead?

San Francisco—that’s where it led.

JIn the United States, Japanese-Americans were angry too—for an additional reason. Japanese immigrants had
become so numerous on the West Coast that the San Francisco School Board proposed segregating children of
Japanese descent in its public school classrooms. Japan protested this action.

Things were tense. Roosevelt feared that war might come. Would Japan attack the Philippines, a United States
possession? Unlike in the Caribbean, he had no big stick in the Pacific.

He was just as powerless in the school room. Until recent times the federal government played no role in state
and locally run education systems.

What would the president do?

He invited anti-Japanese leaders from San Francisco, mayor
included,  to discuss the issue in the White House. He advised
them that the school policy was a federal matter because of its
international nature.

TR worked out a compromise. The school board ended its
segregation policy in return for TR’s promise of “action that
would meet the needs of California.” In turn, Japan promised
in the Gentleman’s Agreement of 1907 to prohibit labor
immigration to the United States.
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14–20  AROUND THE WORLD AND BACK HOME, 1907-1908

“HERE THEY ARE”! THE GREAT WHITE FLEET—COMING AROUND THE WORLD!

 THE PANIC OF 1907:  DID THE SQUARE DEAL CAUSE IT?

In 1907— following several years of prosperity—a financial panic occurred on October 22. The Knickerbocker
Trust Company, third largest bank in New York, and the Westinghouse Electric Company both failed, setting off a
chain reaction of bankruptcies, falling stock prices, and bank closures as frightened depositors withdrew their money.

The emergency, not enough money in circulation, was resolved with public and private aid. The U.S. Treasury
Secretary deposited $25 million in Treasury funds with ailing banks. When this proved
insufficient, J.Pierpont Morgan and other Wall Street bankers met for
three weeks to redistribute their funds from sound to failing banks.

Public confidence returned, and a depression was avoided.
But finger-pointing started immediately.

      CONSERVATIVES blamed Roosevelt’s progressive reforms, citing:
          ! government intervention in business—through regulations and trust prosecutions
          ! government intervention in labor—encouraging unreasonable labor demands
          ! government intervention in private use of natural resources—depriving business of their use.

      PROGRESSIVES defended Roosevelt’s progressive reforms and instead blamed:
          ! an inelastic currency: not enough money in circulation
          ! a flawed banking system.

The progressive position prevailed. Congress legislated currency and banking reforms, starting with the
1908 Aldrich-Vreeland Act —which liberalized bank loans on securities—and ending with the
1912 Federal Reserve Act—which reformed the entire banking system.

“In my own judgment the most important service that I rendered to peace
was the voyage of the battle fleet round the world”—Theodore Roosevelt, 1911

“If we desire to secure peace… it must be known that we are at all times ready for war.”—George Washington

How could he have imagined such a thing?
Perhaps only Christopher Columbus would have understood.

In 1907 President Roosevelt sent 16 battleships of the United States Atlantic Battle Fleet, painted
gleaming white and manned by 14,000 sailors, on a 45,000-mile round-the-world cruise,

lasting from December 16, 1907, to February 22, 1908.
Such a thing had never been done.

British and German naval authorities thought it impossible for their own fleets, much less America’s.
Would this daring act start a war? It did not. Would Japan take it as a threat? No; Japan offered the friendliest welcome.

A brilliant success, the cruise dramatically expressed Roosevelt’s foreign policy:
generating international good will, while demonstrating military strength to the world (especially Japan).

Roosevelt, intent on preserving good relations with Japan, followed the fleet’s Japanese visit with a diplomatic
move. In the 1908 Root-Takihira Agreement the United States and Japan agreed to honor the

China Open Door Policy and to avoid seeking territorial gains in the Pacific.
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14–21    PRESIDENT THEODORE ROOSEVELT’S LEGACY

“They’re calling T.R. a lot of things—
The men in the private car—

But day-coach likes exciting folks
And the day-coach likes T.R.”

—Stephen Vincent Benet

GOODBYE, FAREWELL, SO LONG…

MOUNT RUSHMORE—BIGGER THAN LIFE

President Roosevelt kept his promise not to run for re-election in 1908.
He recommended William Howard Taft, his Secretary of War, to the
Republican party as a presidential candidate. “So be it,” they said.

Taft, running against Democrat William Jennings Bryan, Socialist
Eugene Debs, and other candidates, won the presidency by a popular
majority of 1,270,000 and an electoral vote of 321 to 162.

Clearly the vote reflected approval of Roosevelt’s presidency and
probably expectations of continued progressive reforms from Taft.

TR certainly expected that Taft would walk in his
progressive footsteps. Confident in his successor,
he left in 1909 for a year’s hunt in Africa. He did
not want to overshadow Taft.

Disappointment replaced confidence in Taft
when TR returned home in 1910. TR tried for
the Republican presidential nomination in 1912
and lost. He ran for president anyway in 1912 —
on a new Progressive party ticket. And how did
that turn out? Find out in the next section.

GW
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ROOSEVELT’S LEGACY?
Theodore Roosevelt jolted America forward

in conserving her natural resources.
He made America a world power

by building her defenses.
Conservation, the Panama Canal, and

the Great White Fleet he called his
greatest accomplishments.

He created peace and prosperity at home.
In his view, peace came through strength;
prosperity, through capitalism modified

by government regulation.
Not everyone agreed with him.

But Americans loved and missed him.
With vigor, moral certitude, and joy of life,

this modern activist president led
America briskly into the 20th century.

On

“We are not building this country of ours for a day. It is to last through the ages.”—Theodore Roosevelt

“America has two natural wonders,” said a TR admirer, “Niagara Falls and Theodore Roosevelt.”
Carved upon a third, Theodore Roosevelt adorns Mount Rushmore—and in good company.
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SECTION 15

WILLIAM HOWARD TAFT,
A RELUCTANT PRESIDENT

1909-1913

“I don’t think there can be found in the whole country a man so well-fitted to be president.”
—President Theodore Roosevelt, 1908

“Don’t sit up nights thinking about making me President for that will never come
and I have no ambition in that direction.”

—William Howard Taft, 1908

“He’s [Taft] all right; he means well and he’ll do his best. But he’s weak. They’ll get around him.”
—President Theodore Roosevelt, the last day of his presidency, 1909

“Taft, who is such an admirable fellow, has shown himself such an utterly commonplace leader,
good-natured, feebly well-meaning, but with plenty of small motive; and

totally unable to grasp or put into execution any great policy.”
—Former President Theodore Roosevelt, 1910
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15–1  WHO WAS WILLIAM HOWARD TAFT?

WILLIAM HOWARD TAFT
27th President, 1909-1913
Political Party: Republican
Vice president: James S. Sherman
Nickname: “ Will”
6'2"—332 pounds

 BIOGRAPHY AT A GLANCE:  WILLIAM HOWARD TAFT, 1857-1930

William Howard Taft, age 51, became president under the shadow
of the most towering president since Lincoln, and he never saw light.
A jovial man before and after the presidency, he suffered depression and
even tears in the White House.
Taft never wanted the presidency. His wife Helen did. She steered  his
career in that direction, while he yearned instead to be a Supreme Court
Justice (a position he later attained).
WhenTheodore Roosevelt picked Taft as his successor, he chose his polar
opposite: Taft was calm, careful, slow, and—well, judicial. Whereas TR
considered fair game any action not explicitly prohibited by the Constitution,
Taft moved only with explicit Constitutional direction.
What went wrong? In the end, Taft could not satisfy a Republican party
split between western progressives, who wanted him to exceed TR’s
reforms— and eastern conservatives, who wanted fewer restraints on business.
Worst of all, and hence the tears, a broken friendship: Roosevelt turned
on Taft for, in TR’s words, betraying his progressive policies.

BORN: September 15, 1857, in Cincinnati, Ohio.
ADULT HOME: Cincinnati, Ohio.
ANCESTRY: English. The first Taft, Robert, emigrated to America in 1678. He settled in Braintree, Massachusetts,

within a few years of Henry Adams, ancestor of John Adams, the second president.
RELIGION: Unitarian.
EDUCATION:

   Yale University, 1874-1878; graduated salutatorian.
Cincinnati Law School, 1878-1880; graduated and admitted to the bar.

MARRIAGE:
Married to Helen (Nellie) Herron (1861-1943); daughter of John Herron, a prominent Cincinnati judge and a law

 partner of Rutherford Hayes. She attended President and Mrs. Hayes’ 25th wedding anniversary at the White House.
Graduate of Cincinnati College of Music; school teacher before marriage.
First president’s wife to ride with her husband along Pennsylvania Avenue at inauguration.
Responsible for planting 3,000 cherry trees from the Japanese Ambassador at the Washington Tidal Basin.

CHILDREN:
Robert A. (1889-1953), U.S. Senator, 1939-1953; sponsor of Taft-Hartley Act which limited labor union activities;
Helen (1891--1987); Charles Phelps II (1897-1917).

MILITARY  SERVICE: None. (Taft was a descendant of a Bunker Hill veteran.)
PRE-PRESIDENTIAL CAREER:

Lawyer, judge, professor of law and dean of the University of Cincinnati Law School.
United States solicitor general, 1890.
Governor-General of the Philippines, 1901-1904; lauded for land reform, roads, schools, honest government.
Secretary of War, 1904-1908 (appointed by Roosevelt); supervised building of the Panama Canal.

POST-PRESIDENTIAL CAREER:
Professor of law, Yale, 1913-1921; Chief Justice of the United States, 1921-1930 (appointed by President Harding).

BOOKS BY TAFT: Four Aspects of Civic Duty (1906); Our Chief Magistrate and His Powers (1916).
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15–2  TAFT’S  PROGRESSIVE REFORMS ALIENATE CONSERVATIVES

THE 1908 ELECTION

Republican William Howard Taft
defeated

Democrat William Jennings Bryan
by an electoral vote of 321 to 162.

He did so by running on Theodore Roosevelt’s
record, but probably not on his coaching.
Dismayed at Taft’s lackluster campaign style,
 TR had told Taft that he:

WILLIAM JENNINGS BRYANWILLIAM HOWARD TAFT

“must treat the political audience as one
coming, not to see an etching, but a poster.…”
“He must, therefore, have streaks of blue,
yellow, and red to catch the eye, and eliminate
all fine lines and soft colors.”

 TAFT’S TRUST POLICY AND STANDARD OIL OF NEW JERSEY’S DEMISE

INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION STRENGTHENED BY MANN-ELKINS ACT, 1910

Taft had an aggressive trust policy, for which progressive
Republicans never gave him due credit. During his four years
as president, he initiated 90 proceedings against monopolies
for violations of the Sherman Antitrust Act.
Roosevelt’s record pales by comparison: only 44 trust suits in
seven-and-a-half years. Yet TR was called the “trustbuster”
rather than Taft. Conservative Republicans noted
Taft’s trust policy with growing alarm.
John D. Rockefeller was a loud critic. In 1911
the Supreme Court ruled his trust, Standard
Oil of New Jersey, to be in violation of
the Sherman Antitrust Act and ordered
it dissolved.  (The case had been filed
during Roosevelt’s administration.)

Taft further alienated conservative Republicans by
recommending passage of the  Mann-Elkins Act.
This act placed interstate communication companies— such as
telephone, telegraph, cable, and wireless— under the
regulatory authority of the Interstate Commerce Commission.
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THE BALLINGER-PINCHOT CONTROVERSY

TAFT’S DOLLAR DIPLOMACY

 15–3  TAFT IN TROUBLE WITH PROGRESSIVES

THE TARIFF FIASCO

Taft took office promising not only to “cinch” Roosevelt’s progressive reform policies, but also to deal
with an area TR had avoided: tariff reform. Progressives sought low tariffs because they considered high tariffs
conducive to monopolies. Why? They protected manufacturers from competition.
The 1908 Republican platform called for tariff revision, and Taft said this meant a downward revision, a lower
tariff than the record high Dingley Tariff of 1897.

Congressional bedlam began when the the House of
Representatives sent a low-tariff bill to the Senate. There,
conservative Republicans led by Senator Nelson Aldridge
raised the bill’s tariff rates with 600 amendments.

Progressive Republican senators led by Robert La Follette
rose to battle, with only limp support from Taft. Nicknamed
the “insurgents,” they accused the opposition of being tools
of big business. To no avail. The high-tariff bill passed.

Taft signed into law the Payne-Aldrich Tariff bill, enacting a
tariff higher even than the Dingley Tariff and thus alienating
the progressives. His lack of leadership deepened the party split.

Taft made things worse in a controversial event that positioned
him as an opponent of conservation.

Taft’s Secretary of Interior Richard A. Ballinger sold some protected
public lands for commercial use at a low cost. When Chief Forester
Gifford Pinchot accused Ballinger of challenging Roosevelt’s
conservation policy and of committing fraud, Taft defended Ballinger
(later cleared of fraud) and fired Pinchot.

Progressive Republicans began to look for Roosevelt’s return from
Africa so they could claim his return to party leadership.

Taft extended the Roosevelt Corollary to include “dollar diplomacy.” This policy
fostered American business interests abroad through military and diplomatic influence.

Through his Secretary of State Philander Knox, a former corporate lawyer,
Taft encouraged American businesses to invest abroad, particularly in Latin America
after Asian efforts faltered. Taft promised that United States military might would
protect American foreign investments in the case of political or economic unrest.

In 1912 dollar diplomacy brought about American intervention in Nicaragua when
that country seemed near bankruptcy and revolution. Taft sent United States marines
to restore order and protect American lives and property. They remained for 13 years.

“It is now a year and three months since I assumed office, and I have had a hard time.…”— Letter from Taft to TR, 1910
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 15–4  NEW STATES FOR THE UNITED STATES

“FROM SEA TO SHINING SEA”:THE UNITED STATES SPANS THE CONTINENT, 1912.

President Taft was the first president to preside over the nation’s contiguous 48 states when in 1912 Arizona
and New Mexico became the last two states to join the Union.

A salute to Thomas Jefferson is in order. He framed the 1787 Northwest Ordinance stating that new
territories would be accepted into the United States not as colonies but as states equal with the original thirteen.

ARIZONA AND NEW MEXICO BECOME STATES, 1912.

! Prohibited slavery in the Northwest
   Territory—based on Thomas Jefferson’s
   1784 proposal.

! Allowed the Northwest Territory
   (and later other territories) to divide into
   three to five territories—each with self-
   government and a bill of rights that
   included religious freedom.

Jefferson had proposed prohibiting slavery
in ALL future states after 1800, but this
clause lost by one vote in 1784.

THE 1787 NORTHWEST ORDINANCE ESTABLISHED THE STEPS TO STATEHOOD.

THE NORTHWEST ORDINANCE:

(This plan also applied to subsequent territories.)

TERRITORIAL GOVERNMENT

WOULD DEVELOP IN THREE  STAGES:

2. an elected legislature and a non-voting
    delegate to Congress when the popu- 
    lation reached 5,000 free, white males,

1. a Congressionally appointed governor
    and 3 judges at the first stage,

3. a state constitution and admission to
    statehood when the above population
    reached 60,000.

The Northwest
Ordinance set an

important land policy
by taking in new

western lands as equal
states rather than

subordinate colonies,
a democratic policy

rare in history.

The territories of Alaska and Hawaii became states in 1959.
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15–5  !  THE SIXTEENTH AMENDMENT: A FEDERAL INCOME TAX

THE SIXTEENTH AMENDMENT STATES:

“The Congress shall have power to lay and
collect taxes on incomes, from whatever source
derived, without apportionment among the
several states, and without regard to any census
or enumeration.”

How should the American people be taxed: a consumer tax (tariffs) or an income tax?

Populist and progressive reformers alike clamored for an income tax—moreover a graduated income tax whereby
the higher the income, the greater percentage taxed. Progressive reformers achieved success with the Sixteenth
Amendment which gave the federal government the power to tax personal incomes.

The United States Constitution, Article 1, states that direct taxes
(such as income taxes) must be apportioned to the states according to
population.

An income tax briefly was levied during the Civil War and then repealed.

In 1894 Congress levied an income tax to compensate for an expected
loss of revenue from a lowered tariff. The next year, in Pollock v. Farmer’s
Loan and Trust, the Supreme Court declared the income tax law
unconstitutional because taxes were not apportioned to the states
according to population.

In 1909 President Taft sent a message to Congress recommending the
passage of a constitutional amendment to legalize federal income tax
legislation.

Ratification of this, the 16th Amendment, came February 3, 1913,
a month before Taft left office.

WHY WAS THE SIXTEENTH AMENDMENT NECESSARY?

 SIXTEENTH AMENDMENT: A FEDERAL INCOME TAX—FEBRUARY 3, 1913
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 15–6  A REPUBLICAN SPLIT

ROOSEVELT RETURNS, 1910

THE PROGRESSIVE PARTY—“MY HAT IS IN THE RING”

Furious at what he deemed Taft’s
betrayal of his reform policies,
Roosevelt began to speak out.

ROOSEVELT’S “NEW NATIONALISM”

On August 31, 1910, Roosevelt made a speech in Osawatomie, Kansas,
in which he articulated his own ideas of progressive reform, called “New
Nationalism.” In 1912 the speech became the keynote of his presidential
campaign.

“The New Nationalism,” he said, “puts the national need before the
sectional or personal advantage.…” Americans were “face to face
with a new conception of the relations of property to human welfare.”

Roosevelt was influenced by Herbert Croly’s book, The Promise of
American Life (1909), which called for Hamiltonian means to achieve
Jeffersonian ends: a strong central government to achieve democracy, equal,
rights, and equal opportunity. Problems of an industrial order required no
less, said Roosevelt.

In 1912 Roosevelt ran against Taft
for the Republican presidential
nomination—and lost. He and his
followers bolted the Republican party
and formed the Progressive party
August 4, 1912, in Chicago. Delegate
Jane Addams made a major speech.
The party nominated Roosevelt as its
presidential nominee, with California
Governor Hiram Johnson his
running mate. The party’s nickname
became the Bull Moose party after Roosevelt’s
response to a question about his health.

Meanwhile, in New Jersey, Democrats
nominated Woodrow Wilson—bound to win
with Roosevelt’s “hat in the ring,” splitting the Republican vote.

PROGRESSIVE PARTY
             PLATFORM
! regulation of business
! limitation on campaign funds
! lower tariffs
! income and inheritance taxes
! workers’ compensation laws
! protection of women and
    children in industry
! direct primaries
! initiative and referendum
    and recall
! direct election of senators
! woman suffrage

ROOSEVELT SAVED BY A SPEECH

Leaving his hotel to give a campaign speech in Milwaukee,
Wisconsin, on October 14, 1912, Roosevelt was shot by a crazed
assailant. Miraculously, the bullet was slowed by the folded speech
and glasses case in Roosevelt’s pocket, and it did not reach his heart.

Although bleeding from the bullet in his chest, Roosevelt insisted on giving
his speech. He spoke for more than an hour, waving his blood-stained manuscript:

“Now, I do not know who he was or what he represented. He was a coward. He stood in
the darkness in the crowd around the automobile and when they cheered me, and I got up to
bow, he stepped forward and shot me.… I do not care a rap about being shot; not a rap. I
have had a good many experiences in my time and this is one of them. What I care for is my
country.…And now, friends, this incident that has just occurred—this effort to assassinate
me—emphasizes to a peculiar degree the need of the Progressive movement….”
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DEMOCRATIC  PARTY
435 electoral votes
6,293,454 popular votes

! THE WINNER

REPUBLICAN PARTY
8 electoral votes
3,484,980 popular votes

PROGRESSIVE  PARTY
88 electoral votes
4,119,538 popular votes

William Howard Taft
(conservative progressive)

Theodore Roosevelt
(liberal progressive)

Thomas Woodrow Wilson
(moderate progressive)

EUGENE DEBS
(socialist)

SOCIALIST PARTY
0 electoral votes
900,672 popular votes
(Debs won 6 percent of
the popular vote, highest
yet for the socialists.)

 15–7  THE 1912 ELECTION: DEMOCRAT WOODROW WILSON WINS

WOODROW WILSON DEFEATS TAFT, ROOSEVELT, AND DEBS TO BECOME PRESIDENT.

WILSON’S LANDSLIDE VICTORY

—Wilson

—Roosevelt

—Taft
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SECTION 16

WOODROW WILSON:
AN IDEALIST PRESIDENT

1913-1921

“It is not men that interest or disturb me primarily; it is ideas. Ideas live; men die.
—Woodrow Wilson

“Three qualities of greatness stand out in Woodrow Wilson.
He was a man of staunch morals. He was more than just an idealist;

he was the personification of the heritage of idealism of the American people.
He brought spiritual concepts to the peace table.

He was a born crusader.”
–Herbert Hoover

“For Heaven’s sake never allude to Wilson as an idealist…He hasn’t a touch of idealism in him.
His advocacy of the League of Nations no more represents idealism

on his part than his advocacy of peace without victory.…
He is a silly doctrinaire at times and an utterly selfish

and cold-blooded politician always.”
—Theodore Roosevelt

“He thinks he is another Jesus Christ come upon the earth to reform men.”
—French President Georges Clemenceau, 1919
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Woodrow Wilson brought to the presidency a national reputation
as educator and scholar, a confidence in the power of ideas, and little
political experience.

He also brought a view of the president as “Big Chief”—the
“only national voice in affairs.” He wrote soon after his election,
“the President must be prime minister, and he is the spokesman of the
Nation in everything.”

In philosophy, Wilson’s “New Freedom” campaign platform bespoke
a Jeffersonian liberal, committed to limited government. In practice,
Wilson meant by New Freedom the use of federal power to restore
individualism and competition.

Unlike Roosevelt’s “New Nationalism,” which regarded big business as
inevitable and beneficial if regulated, Wilson regarded big business as
harmful and in need of dismantling.

In practicality, then, Wilson was a progressive Democrat.
What reforms would he pursue?

 16–1  WHO WAS WOODROW WILSON?

 BIOGRAPHY AT A GLANCE:  WILLIAM HOWARD TAFT, 1857-1930

THOMAS WOODROW WILSON
28th President, 1913-1921
Political Party: Democratic
Vice president: Thomas R. Marshall
Nickname: “Schoolmaster”
5’11"—180 pounds

BORN: December 28, 1856, in Staunton, Virginia
ADULT HOME: Princeton, New Jersey
ANCESTRY: Scotch-Irish; father a Presbyterian minister
RELIGION: Presbyterian
EDUCATION:

   Davidson College, 1873
Princeton University, 1875-1879; graduated 38th in a class of 167 students
University of Virginia Law School, attended 1879, 1880; dropped out for health reasons; admitted to the bar, 1882
Johns Hopkins University; in 1886 awarded Ph.D. in political science

FAMILY:
Married in 1885 to artist Ellen Louise Axson (1860-1914), who died of Bright’s disease in the White House

Three daughters: Margaret, Jessie, and Eleanor
Married in 1915 to Edith Bolling Galt (1872-1961) from 1915 to 1924

MILITARY SERVICE: None

PRE-PRESIDENTIAL CAREER:
Lawyer, 1883
Professor, 1885-1902; Bryn Mawr, Wesleyan University, Johns Hopkins University, Princeton University
President of Princeton University, 1902-1910
Governor of New Jersey, 1910-1913

BOOKS BY WILSON: George Washington (1896), A History of the American People (5 vols., 1902), Constitutional
Government in the United States (1908)

 BIOGRAPHY AT A GLANCE:  WOODROW WILSON, 1856-1924

“I wish there were some great orator who could go about and make men drunk with this spirit of self-sacrifice…
whose tongue might every day carry abroad the golden accents of that creative age in which we were born as a nation.”

—Woodrow Wilson
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lowest in fifty years.

16–2 WILSON’S FIRST NEW FREEDOM REFORM—LOW TARIFF

Woodrow Wilson  called himself “a progressive with the brakes on.”
He distrusted laissz-faire conservatives who wanted special privileges for business

—as did Senator Nelson Aldridge.
And he distrusted liberal progressives who wanted to control business

through regulation—as did Theodore Roosevelt.

Wilson wanted government to release business from privilege and control.
He wanted government to restore a level playing ground for the

risk-taking, “man on the make” entreprenuer—the small captitalist.

Wilson said,“I don’t want a smug lot of experts to sit down behind
closed doors in Washington and play Providence to me.”

WILSON’S NEW FREEDOM OBJECTIVE—EQUAL OPPORTUNITY FOR EXPECTANT CAPITALISTS

President Wilson addressed Congress in person to urge a
reduction in tariff rates. He argued that the high Payne-
Aldrich Tariff gave an unfair advantage to big business.
Lower rates would restore competition.

Wilson warned, “We must abolish everything that bears
even the semblance of privilege, or…artificial advantage.…”

Congress responded with the Underwood-Simmons Tariff,
the lowest in 50 years, and the first to lower rates since the
Civil War.

THE UNDERWOODTARIFF, 1913—LOWEST IN 50 YEARS

To offset an expected loss
of customs revenue, the
tariff bill included an
income tax provision
under the terms of the
recently passed Sixteenth
Amendment to the
Constitution.

Incomes exceeding $4,000
would be taxed at a 1 to 6
percent range.

! a low tariff—one that “does not violate the just principles of taxation”
! a decentralized banking system—to spread credit opportunities and control the money supply
! regulatory laws—to  limit unfair business practices and prevent monopolies

Woodrow Wilson emphasized three major New Freedom reforms in his inaugural address:
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 16–3  BANKING REFORM: THE FEDERAL RESERVE ACT

Once the Underwood Tariff became law, Wilson turned to
banking reform. The country could not afford to repeat the
financial Panic of 1907.

Wilson focused on two problems:

First: The National Banking Act of 1863 required banks to keep
on hand a certain amount of money in case customers rushed in at
once to withdraw their funds. Yet that act did not provide a central
money supply from which banks could borrow. A withdrawal rush
could break a bank.

Second: The National Monetary Commission created by Congress
after the 1907 Panic discovered what amounted to a money trust.
New York banks dominated by J.P. Morgan and John D.
Rockefeller controlled much of the nation’s money supply.
Progressives such as William Jennings Bryan demanded that
Congress destroy the money trust and assume federal regulation
of the banking system. Conservatives disagreed. Wilson helped
Congress work out a compromise: the Federal Reserve Act.

WHAT’S THE PROBLEM?

THE FEDERAL RESERVE ACT, 1913

On December 23, 1913, Congress passed the Federal Reserve Act. It created three layers of banking regulation.

1. The Federal Reserve Board, with members and chairperson appointed by the president

2. Twelve Federal Reserve districts, each the site of a Federal Reserve Bank that served private banks in the region
    These “bankers’ banks” are privately owned, an aspect favored by conservatives. The regional sites
    constitute an even distribution of credit, an aspect favored by progressives.

3. Community banks throughout the country that join the Federal Reserve System. These banks can buy stock in
    the regional Federal Reserve Banks and borrow money from them.

To control the money supply, the Federal Reserve Board sets the interest rate regional banks charge in lending
money to member banks. If the Board decides the economy needs more money, it lowers the interest rate.
This encourages member banks to borrow money (because the money becomes cheaper) which they then lend their
customers.

The Federal Reserve System
is not perfect. It did not
prevent the 1929 Panic;
however, it has created a more
flexible financial system for
the country and has made
credit available to all regions.

THE 12 FEDERAL RESERVE DISTRICTS
AND THEIR REGIONAL BANK SITES
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16–4  REGULATORY REFORM

CHILD LABOR LAWS

CLAYTON ANTITRUST ACT, 1914

Wilson next went after monopolies, which he considered the main
threat to small businesses. He worked with Congress to strengthen
the Sherman Antitrust Act, and the result was the Clayton Antitrust
Act of 1914.

The Clayton Act stipulated what corporations could not do.
For example:
! Corporations could not purchase stock from 
    a competitor.
! A person could not serve on the board of directors for     
    competing firms.

The Clayton Act dealt with labor unions as well as
corporations. Called the Magna Carta for labor, the act:
!  exempted labor from prosecution under the antitrust laws
!  limited the use of injunctions in labor disputes.

In 1916 the KEATING-OWEN ACT prohibited interstate shipment of goods manufactured by children.
The Supreme Court declared this act unconstitutional in Hammer v. Dagenhart in 1918.

In 1919 Congress passed the CHILD LABOR ACT, which placed a 10 percent tax on the profits of companies
employing children. In 1922 the Supreme Court declared this act unconstitutional in Bailey v. Drexel Furniture Co.

Pleased with accomplishing his domestic goals of tariff reduction, banking reform, and regulatory laws, Wilson’s
reform efforts came to an end in 1916, as the United States worried about entering World War II.

Wilson did sign into law three Constitutional amendments discussed earlier.

OTHER REGULATORY ACTS

In 1914 the FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION replaced the Bureau of Corporations created by Theodore
Roosevelt. It had the power to police corporations for unfair business practices, such as fraudulent advertising,
and order them to stop. Neither the Sherman Act nor Clayton Antitrust Act had this power.

In 1916 the ADAMSON ACT fixed the eight-hour day for trainmen. Wilson had lobbied Congress for this
law in order to prevent a railroad strike.

1916—WILSON ENDS HIS REFORM EFFORTS AS WAR CLOUDS GATHER.

1913—Seventeenth Amendment 1919—Eighteenth Amendment 1920—Nineteenth Amendment



197

16–5  WILSON’S FOREIGN POLICY

“It would be the irony of fate if my administration had to deal chiefly with foreign affairs.”—Woodrow Wilson, 1913

Through moral diplomacy, Wilson aimed to spread democracy,
human rights, and world peace.

On March 19, 1913, in his first repudiation of dollar diplomacy,
he withdrew support from a proposed bankers’ loan to China,
declaring it incompatible with Chinese sovereignty.

Thereafter, William Jennings Bryan, Wilson’s Secretary of State,
negotiated treaties with 30 nations in which disputes were
submitted to arbitration. Resort to force was prohibited before a
“cooling off” period of one year. Twenty-one treaties were
ratified.

Wilson’s well-intentioned moral diplomacy proved unrealistic in the Caribbean crises of his administration.
Despite his 1913 statement that his goal in Latin America was “to prove ourselves their friends…upon terms of
equality and honor,” he repeatedly intervened militarily.

!"HAITI—In 1915 Wilson sent troops to quell financial anarchy in Haiti and prevent European intervention.
Through a 30-year treaty with Haiti, the United States assumed control of Haiti’s finances and police force.
Economic stability resulted, but so did Haitian resentment.

!"SANTO DOMINGO (the Dominican Republic)—In 1916 Wilson sent troops to Santo Domingo to put
down a revolution against the local government. They succeeded but remained for almost a decade, and the
United States maintained control of the customs service another decade.

!"NICARAGUA—Wilson retained in Nicaragua U.S. Marines who had been sent to restore order there in 1912.

Wilson replaced Taft’s dollar diplomacy
with moral diplomacy, stating that:
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16–6  WILSON’S MEXICAN INTERVENTION

In 1913 President Wilson faced, or created, problems with Mexico that almost resulted in a war. In the Mexican
Revolution of 1910-1911, Porfirio Diaz, president-dictator of Mexico for three decades, was ousted by Francisco
Madero, a liberal. Then came a counter-revolution. In February 1913, just before Wilson’s inauguration,
Victoriano Huerta, a dictatorial general, seized the presidency and had Madero assassinated.

What would Wilson do? The United States had always recognized Mexico’s leaders, no matter how they were
chosen, and more than 20 foreign countries had already given Huerta de facto recognition.

Exercising moral diplomacy, Wilson refused to recognize the “unspeakable Huerta” and accept “government by
murder.” He refused despite pressure from American businessmen intent on protecting their $1,500,000,000
investment in Mexican mines, oil fields, rubber plantations, and railroads. Wilson recalled the U.S. ambassador to
Mexico, announced an arms embargo, and adopted a “watchful waiting” policy.

In April 1914 Huerta’s forces arrested some American marines whose ship had landed to refuel at Tampico,
Mexico. Despite their quick release, Wilson demanded from Huerta an apology and a 21-gun salute to the
American flag. Huerta apologized but did not salute.

Would there be war? On April 20, 1914, Wilson asked Congress for permission to use armed force “to obtain
from General Huerta the fullest recognition of the rights and dignity of the United States.” Wilson learned the next
day that a German ship carrying arms for Huerta was nearing Vera Cruz, Mexico. Without waiting to hear from
Congress, Wilson ordered U.S. Admiral Mayo, whose ship had landed in Tampico, to seize Vera Cruz and enforce
the arms embargo. On April 22 Admiral Mayo’s marines captured Vera Cruz, killing several hundred Mexicans.

To prevent a U.S.-Mexican war, the “ABC powers” of South America—Argentina, Brazil, and Chile—stepped in
to mediate. Huerta was persuaded to leave Mexico, Wilson withdrew the U.S. marines from Veracruz, and
Venustiano Carranza, Huerta’s rival, became president of Mexico.

The idealistic Wilson hailed Carranza’s presidency as the dawn of “New Freedom” for Mexico. Realism set in
when General Francisco “Pancho” Villa turned against Carranza, and Mexico erupted in civil war. Villa then
turned on the United States for recognizing Carranza as president. On March 9, 1916, he raided Columbus, New
Mexico, killed several Americans, and burned the town.

With Carranza’s reluctant agreement, Wilson ordered General John J. “Black Jack” Pershing on a “punitive”
mission into Mexico to capture Pancho Villa: Pershing was to “punish” Villa but not fire on his troops. The eleven-
month chase was exciting but unsuccessful. Villa got away, and Pershing was called home in January 1917 to
prepare American forces for World War I. What kind of war leader would President Wilson be?

GENERAL JOHN J.
“BLACK JACK” PERSHING

GENERAL FRANCISCO

“PANCHO” VILLA
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CHAPTER  17

WORLD WAR I
1914-1918

ALLIES CENTRAL POWERS

Serbia, July 28, 1914
Russia, August 1, 1914
France, August 3, 1914
British Empire, August 4, 1914
Belgium, August 4, 1914
Montenegro, August 8, 1914
Japan, August 23, 1914
Italy, May 23, 1915
Portugal, March 9, 1916
Romania, August, 27, 1916
United States, April 6, 1917
Cuba, April 8, 1917
Panama, April 9, 1917
Greece, July 2, 1917
Thailand, July 22, 1917
Liberia, August 4, 1917
China, August 14, 1917
Brazil, October, 27, 1917
Guatemala, April 25, 1918
Nicaragua, May 7, 1918
Costa Rica, May 25, 1918
Haiti, July 15, 1918
Honduras, July 19, 1918

Austria-Hungary, July 28, 1914
Germany, August 1, 1914
Ottoman Empire (present-day Turkey),
      October 30, 1914
Bulgaria, October 5, 1915

“This dreadful conflict of the nations came to most of us as lightning out of the sky.”
                                                —Robert Page to his brother Walter Page, U.S. Ambassador to Great Britain

NEUTRAL NATIONS
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17–1   EUROPE IN 1914: A POWDER KEG READY TO EXPLODE

The Great War, the first worldwide war in history, erupted in the early 20th century.
Lasting four years, from 1914 to 1918, it resulted in the loss of about 26 million lives and was

followed twenty years later by World War II, which claimed 55 million lives.

World War I, fought in Europe from 1914 to 1918:
   ! involved more than 30 nations from six continents
   ! introduced deadly technology such as poison gas and armored tanks
   ! claimed 5,152,115 lives of Allied troops

  and 3,386,200 lives of Central Powers troops
   ! killed more than 5,000,000 civilians
   ! cost 337 billion dollars
   ! ended four empires and redrew the map of Europe
   ! set the stage for World War II two decades later.

How did this tragedy happen?

Between 1870 and 1914 European nations had maintained an uneasy peace through a balance of power.
During those years, however, intense nationalism among the major powers caused rivalries in regard to arms, trade,
and colonization. The result—two alliances in which countries pledged aid to each other in case of war, the Triple
Alliance and the Triple Entente.

The Triple Alliance became known as the Central Powers.
The Triple Entente became known as the Allies.

 World War I initially was called the Great War.

.

Triple Entente

Triple Alliance

Neutral Nations

Sarajevo
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Two pistol shots shattered the balance of power. On June 28, 1914, in Sarajevo, Bosnia,
Gavrilo Princip, a 19-year-old Bosnian student, shot and killed Archduke Franz Ferdinand, heir
to the throne of Austria-Hungary, and the archduke’s wife Sophie.

Princip belonged to a nationalist group called the Black Hand, whose goal was to free all Slavic
peoples who lived under Austrian rule and establish a Slavic nation in the Balkan Penninsula.

Captured immediately by the police, Princip defiantly called his act “a torch to light my people on
their path to freedom.” Instead his act torched the world.

17–2  THE SHOT THAT CHANGED THE WORLD
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 17–3  WAR BEGINS, JULY 28, 1914

EUROPEAN ALLIANCES FROM 1915, A YEAR AFTER WORLD WAR I BEGAN, UNTIL THE WAR’S END IN 1918

Allies

Central Powers

Neutral Nations

Austria used the assassination as an excuse to curb Slavic nationalism, of which Serbia was the main instigator.
Austrian Emperor Franz Josef, uncle of the assassinated Archduke Ferdinand, gave Serbia an ultimatim to end anti-
Austrian activities. Despite his confidence that a possible war could be confined, Franz Josef first gained Germany’s
assurance of support in case of war with Russia, Serbia’s ally. Serbia refused to comply to the ultimatum, and war began.
! Austria-Hungary declared war on Serbia, thinking the conflict would end by Christmas.
! Russia, Serbia’s ally, announced its mobilization for Serbia’s defense.
! Germany, Austria-Hungary’s ally, declared war on Russia and—to protect its western border—on France, Russia’s ally.
! Britain declared war on Germany and Austria-Hungary to protect its ally France.
! Italy deserted the Triple Alliance and declared neutrality, stating that its obligation to Germany and Austria-Hungary
    related only to a defensive war. In 1915 Italy joined the Triple Entente, persuaded by a promise of prized territories.
! Japan, honoring a military agreement with Britain, declared war on Germany. Austria-Hungary then declared war on Japan.
! The Ottoman Empire (Turkey) declared a military jihad (holy war) against Britain, France, and Russia.
! The United States declared its neutrality in 1914 and maintained it for nearly three years. On April 6, 1917, the
    United States declared war on the Central Powers. The cause: Germany began sinking U.S. ships in line with its policy
    of unrestricted submarine warfare.

On July 28, 1914, one month after the assassination, Austria-Hungary declared war on Serbia.
Between July and November hostilities spread to other countries in the Triple Entent and Triple Alliance.

It happened like this.
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17–4   ALLIANCES IN 1914: MAJOR COUNTRIES AND RULERS

GERMANY: Emperor (Kaiser) Wilhelm II GREAT BRITAIN: King George V

AUSTRIA-HUNGARY: Emperor Franz Josef

FRANCE: President Raymond Poincare

RUSSIA: Czar Nicholas II

TRIPLE ALLIANCE TRIPLE ENTENTE

COUSINS,
Wilhelm II and
George V were
grandsons of

Queen Victoria
of England.

Alexandra, Nicholas’ wife,
was the grandaughter of

Queen Victoria
and a COUSIN of

Wilhelm II and George V.

World War I was a cousins’ war. Seven direct descendants of Queen Victoria of England were on European thrones.

ITALY: King Victor Emanuel III

Committed to defend
Alliance members only
in a defensive war, Italy
declared neutrality in
August 1914 and in
1915 switched sides to
fight against Germany
and Austria-Hungary.
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17–5 EUROPE: THE WESTERN FRONT, 1914 TO 1917

SCHLIEFFEN PLAN—Germany attacked France with a secret war plan. Called the Schlieffen Plan, it was
devised in 1905 to fight a two-front war and recently had been modified. The first objective: capture Paris and
defeat the French Army within six weeks. The second objective: focus on the eastern front and defeat the
Russians before they could mobilize. The Schlieffen Plan did not work.

AUGUST 3, 1914—Four German Army units marched through neutral Belgium toward France. Belgium’s
King Albert led his country in offering unexpected resistance, hindering the Germans’ progress and giving
France time to counterattack. Because of Germany’s invasion of neutral Belgium to attack France, Great
Britain declared war on Germany August 4, 1914, and sent troops to help her French ally. (Great Britain also
had a 75-year old treaty to defend neutral Belgium.)

BATTLE OF THE MARNE—In a key victory that ended Germany’s chances for a quick war on the
western front, French and British troops stopped Germany’s advance at the Marne River, 15 miles from Paris.
Germany had by this time overwhelmed two-thirds of France. What happened?

 THE TAXICAB WAR—A stalemate occurred as 1,000,000 French and British troops faced 1,000,000
 German troops along the Marne River. The French called Paris for reinforcements, and hundreds of Parisian
 taxicabs and buses rushed 6,000 men to the front.

 THE “TAXICAB ARMY” turned the tide: With fresh soldiers, French General Joseph Joffre forced the
 Germans to retreat 50 miles. Kaiser Wilhelm II fired his chief general, the overconfident Helmuth von Moltke.
 The Schlieffen Plan was in disarray.

1915-1917: THE WESTERN FRONT—
This was the term for six hundred miles of trenches
stretched from the English Channel to Switzerland,
with as many as four parallel trenches cut behind the
first line—all interconnected. Enemy trenches often
were only 30 to 40 yards apart. Thick rolls of barbed
wire barricaded the front trenches. Both sides were
bogged down, and both suffered intolerable
casualties just to gain and lose a few hundred yards.

RACE TO THE SEA—
Germany now devised a new plan: capture French
cities along the English Channel—Calais, Dunkirk,
and Boulogne and bombard English cities across the
Channel. But Belgium saved the day by opening dikes
and flooding the battle plains.

The Germans retreated to their trenches in Ypres,
where they remained locked in battle with the Allies
for two years. When fighting stopped periodically,
communiques read, “All’s quiet on the Western Front.”
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17–6  THE WESTERN FRONT—NEW TECHNOLOGY, HIGH CASUALTIES

In the spring of 1915 Germany
attacked Allied troops in the
trenches with poisonous gases,
including chlorine and mustard.
Gas masks helped protect the
Allied forces, but many men
suffered gas poisoning.
And the war stretched on and on
and on.

Germany tried a sledge hammer blow with a siege of
Verdun, France’s fortified ancient city—a battle-
ground since the days of Attila the Hun.
The French prevailed, inspired by General Henri
Petain’s declaration: “Ils ne passeront pas!”
(“They shall not pass!”) The Germans retreated.
Verdun casualties (approximate):
Allies—540,000
Central Powers—430,000

At the Battle of Somme, July through October, 1916,
Britain broke the war’s stalemate with a “land battleship.”
The weapon came to be called a tank because, to keep it
a secret, the shipping  crates were labeled “Tank.”

An armored version of the Holt Caterpillar farm tractor,
the tank carried eight people armed with guns and
traveled about five mile an hour. (By contrast, U.S. tanks
used in Iraq Freedom (2003) traveled 50 miles an hour.)

 The British tanks helped regain some territory but did
 not break the deadlock of trench warfare.

GERMANY’S SECRET WEAPON: POISON GAS

GREAT BRITAIN’S SECRET WEAPON: TANKS

BATTLE OF VERDUN, February-December, 1916

 Somme casualties (approximate):
    Allies—600,000
    Central Powers—500,000

THE HINDENBURG LINE
By 1917 Germany had created a strong, 20-mile-wide
defensive area called the Hindenburg Line. It held
firm against all British assaults that spring,
tanks or no tanks.

BIG BERTHA
In 1914 Alfred Krupp’s armaments factory in Essen,
Germany, produced a powerful 43-ton howitzer that
could fire a 16.5 inch, 2,200 pound shell nine miles.
Named for Krupp’s wife, it was called “Big Bertha.”
Two Big Berthas were used to invade Belgium.

In 1918 German General Ludendorff used a new,
giant Big Bertha to shell Paris from behind the
Hindenburg Line, 75 miles away. The weapon,
however, proved disappointing. It could hit Paris
but not specific targets in Paris.

BIG BERTHA
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17–7  THE AIR WAR

A MORE SOPHISTICATED ADVANCE CAME WHEN ANTHONY FOKKER, A DESIGNER

OF GERMAN PLANES, CREATED A MACHINE GUN FIRED BY THE MOTOR WITH

BULLETS SYNCHRONIZED TO PASS BETWEEN THE PROPELLER BLADES.

A Pilot who shot down five or more enemy planes was called an “ace.”

!Baron Manfred von Richthofen, the German “Red Knight,”
    was the highest scoring ace, with 80 hits. Roy Brown, a Canadian,
    took credit for sending him down in flames.

!Captain Rene Fonck, a French pilot, scored next highest: 75.

!Captain Eddie Rickenbacker, called the American Ace of Aces,
    scored 26 hits during the brief time United States planes
    participated in the war. Rickenbacker had been a daredevil auto
    racer. He entered the war as General John J. Pershing’s chauffeur.

AND THE NEXT: DROPPING BOMBS ACROSS THE SIDE.

ZEPPELINS
The Zeppelin, named after its German designer Ferdinand Zeppelin, was the first aircraft used in warfare.
Shaped like a cigar, its balloon-like interior was filled with and powered by hydrogen gas. Its observation car could
be raised or lowered by cable. Used briefly to bomb London in 1915, it failed because of its inflammable gas.

AIRPLANES
The Wright brothers of Dayton, Ohio, invented the airplane in 1903. Its first flight lasted less than a minute.
Eleven years later it became a formidable weapon in the Great War. Both sides used the airplane, initially just to
observe terrain and enemy.

Pilots, called “knights of the sky,” occasionally passed an enemy plane close enough to wave.
Soon, they started pistol-shooting instead of waving.

Allied pilots flew Nieuports, Spads, Sopwith Pups, and Sopwith Camels.
Germans flew Fokkers, Albatrosses, and Pfaizes.

THEN CAME THE NEXT STAGE: DROPPING BRICKS ACROSS THE SIDE.
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17–8   THE RUSSIAN FRONT

THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION
Late in 1916 a group of Russian noblemen assassinated Gregory Rasputin, a lay-monk said to be of evil
influence on Czar Nicholas II. Revolutionary mobs then stormed through Russian cities calling for an end to
the Czar’s rule. Ordered to fire on the mobs, Russian soldiers refused and joined the revolutionaries.

THE RUSSIAN FRONT

Russia’s “steam roller” army—15,000,000 strong—appeared formidable; however, it lacked weapons,
transportation, and communication because Russia was not an industrialized nation. The Russian Army lost its
East Prussia offensive against the Germans, won ground temporarily in Galatia against the Austrians, then was
driven back into the part of Russia that is now Poland. The eastern front, like the western, became a stalemate.

By 1917 Russian soldiers were ready to quit. Casualties were devastating, with more than a million men lost
in a single Polish campaign; food was scarce; and feet wrapped in rags froze during the freezing winters.

Only a spark was needed to ignite a revolution. Czar Nicholas II became the spark.

In March 1917 the revolutionaries, led by Aleksandr F. Kerensky, forced Czar
Nicholas II to abdicate and then executed him and his family. Kerensky formed a
new socialist government intent on continuing the war. But Russian soldiers had had
enough of war. When a new offensive was ordered, they refused to go.

Kerensky’s Provisional Government was challenged by a rival group, the Petrograd
Soviet of Workers’ and Soldiers’ Deputies, made up of factory workers and soldiers
and led by Vladimir Ilyich Lenin, a follower of Karl Marx.

Since 1903 Lenin had led a radical wing in the Russian Social Democratic
Labor Party. He called his followers Bolsheviks (the “majority”) and his opponents
Mensheviks (the “minority”)—although the Mensheviks outnumbered the Bolsheviks.CZAR NICHOLAS II

THE BOLSHEVIK REVOLUTION

In November 1917 Lenin and his aide LeonTrotsky led Bolsheviks
in the second Russian Revolution. Promising “peace, land, and bread,”
they defeated Kerensky’s Provisional Government and turned Russia into
a communist state.

In March 1918, Lenin led the Russian communists in withdrawing
from the war and signing a separate peace treaty with Germany: the
Treaty of Brest-Litovsk. Germany, relieved from fighting a two-front war,
immediately moved its eastern troops to the western front.

Following the treaty, from 1918 to 1921, a Russian civil war raged  between:

! the Reds—Communists, led by Lenin
! the Whites—Monarchists

The Whites lost, despite military support from the United States, Britain, France, and Japan.

In March 1918 Lenin and other Bolshevik leaders met with revolutionary leaders around the world and
formed the Communist International. The Bolshevik party then changed its name to the Communist party
and began to promote worldwide communism and the overthrow of capitalism.

In 1922 the Reds, led by Lenin, established the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics.

VLADIMIR ILYICH LENIN
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17–9   OTHER FRONTS

JAPAN—Japan declared war against Germany with no intention of fighting in Europe. Rather, Japanese
Emperor Yoshihito aimed for the conquest of Germany’s Pacific territorial possessions. With British help,
Japan captured Germany’s China colony Kiao-Chau and several German-held Pacific islands that proved
advantageous to Japan in World War II. They included the Marshalls, Ladrones, Pelews, and Carolines.

AFRICA—Germany, lacking enough troops to protect her four African colonies—Togoland, the
Camaroons, German East Africa, and German Southwest Africa, lost them to the Allies.

TURKEY—In February 1915, Winston Churchill, First Lord of the British Admiralty, created a plan to
capture from Turkey the Dardanelles and the Bosporus, channels connecting the Mediterranean Sea with
Russia’s Black Sea—a vital route for Russian trade.
The plan failed, and Churchill lost his cabinet post in disgrace. He learned from his mistakes, however, and
became a renowned World War II leader.

ITALY—Italy was an ineffectual Allied partner, suffering a final defeat by the Central Powers at Caporetto,
Italy, on October 24, 1917.

ROMANIA—Romania suffered defeat by the Germans in November 1916 and lost her oil fields to the
German cause.

SERBIA—Serbia was defeated by the Germans and Austrians on October 9, 1915.

THE MIDDLE EAST—

In 1914 the British invaded Turkish Mesopotamia in order to 1) protect British oil interests (specifically the
Anglo-Persia oil pipeline) vital to the British navy, and 2) encourage an Arab revolt against Turkey. The British
captured Basra and Kut Al Imara but were turned back from their march to Baghdad by ferocious Turks.They
retreated to Kut and finally surrendered to the Central Powers in Mesopotamia.
Meanwhile in Palestine, British archaeologist Thomas E. Lawrence, called Lawrence of Arabia, helped Britain
defeat the Turks at the Battle of Megiddo. Turkey surrendered to the Allies on October 30, 1918.

THOMAS E. LAWRENCE
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17–10   AMERICAN NEUTRALITY, 1914-1917

Texas

GERMAN SUBMARINE WARFARE
As war began in Europe, Great Britain and Germany tried to keep the United States and other
neutral countries from shipping supplies to the other side. Great Britain, controlling the seas with the strongest navy
in the world, blockaded the coast of Germany (a legal action) as well as coasts of neutral countries such as Sweden,
Norway, Denmark, and the Netherlands (an illegal action).
According to international law, countries at war had the right to stop neutral ships to search them for contraband,
(war materials) and, if contraband were found, take them to their own ports as prizes of war. Ships carrying
contraband could not be sunk.
Great Britain aroused American anger by ordering neutral ships to stop at British ports to be searched. The United
States protested this violation of the “rights of neutrals” to travel the oceans freely if they carried no war supplies.
The German navy was no match for that of Great Britain. To compensate, Germany began building submarines,
called U-boats (under water boats).
America’s anger shifted from Britain toward Germany when in early 1915 Kaiser Wilhelm II notified President
Wilson that Germany intended to use submarines to patrol the Atlantic Ocean and to blockade Great Britain. The
problem: A submarine could not safely surface to search a ship. Its recourse was to sink it. Wilson announced that
the United States would hold Germany responsible for loss of American lives or property on the high seas.
Germany ignored this warning and sank the Arabic and Sussex, both with Americans on board. Fearing American
intervention, Germany issued the Sussex pledge, promising to abide by the rules governing searches of neutral ships.

President Woodrow Wilson
declared America’s neutrality
and asked Americans to be
“impartial in thought as well as in
action.” Not so easy! In a nation
of immigrants, people took sides.

The balance, however,  gradually
tipped against the Central Powers
as news arrived of Germany’s
invasion of neutral Belgium;
its use of poison gas; and most
important, its submarine attacks
on unarmed American ships.



210

17–11   SINKING OF THE LUSITANIA

GERMANY’S “FAIR WARNING”
April 22, 1915—The Imperial German Embassy in Washington, D.C., issued a warning for Americans
planning an Atlantic voyage on the British luxury liner Lusitania, sailing from New York to Liverpool, England on
May 1st. The morning of the Cunard ship’s departure, Germany published this warning in American newspapers:

NOTICE!
TRAVELLERS intending to embark on the Atlantic voyage are reminded that a state of war exists between
Germany and her allies and Great Britain and her allies; that the zone of war includes the waters adjacent to the
British Isles; that, in accordance with formal notice given by the Imperial German Government, vessels flying the
flag of Great Britain or of any of her allies, are liable to destruction in those waters and that travellers sailing in
the war zone on ships of Great Britain or her allies do so at their own risk.

IMPERIAL GERMAN EMBASSY

Washington, D.C., April 22, 1918

May 1, 1915—Despite the German “fair warning,” 1, 959 passengers, including Americans, set sail on the
Lusitania. By this time several British merchant ships had been sunk. Perhaps Lusitania passengers and crew
counted on the ship’s high speed capacity to ensure their safety. Not so.

May 7, 1915—Kapitanleutnant Walther Schwieger, commander of the German submarine U-20, sighted
the Lusitania just off the Irish shore. He gave the strike command—with no warning. One torpedo sank the
Lusitania within 18 minutes, and 1,195 of the 1,959 voyagers lost their lives—including 123 Americans.

The United States expressed outrage. Germany responded on September 1, 1915, with this promise:
“Liners will not be sunk by our submarines without warning....provided that the liners do not try to escape
or offer resistance.”

(Ironically, it was discovered years  later that the Lusitania was carrying war materials.)

GERMANY SINKS THE LUSITANIA
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17–12   PRELUDE TO WAR

THE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION OF 1916
War in Europe and America’s role in it were major issues in 1916.

What did Americans think about Woodrow Wilson’s neutrality stance?
Would isolationists prevail over those who advocated war against the
Central Powers in response to Germany’s violation of neutral rights?
Theodore Roosevelt, for one, denounced Wilson’s “cowardice” for
tolerating such German aggression.

At their nominating convention in 1916 Democrats nominated
Woodrow Wilson, by acclamation, to run for a second term as president.
Wilson, while running as a peace candidate, had reservations about the
Democratic campaign slogan: “He kept us out of war.”

In a close election, Wilson defeated Republican candidate Charles
Evans Hughes, governor of New York.

Would Wilson keep America out of war?

OCTOBER 31, 1917—GERMANY DECLARES A
POLICY OF UNRESTRICTED SUBMARINE WARFARE.
Wilson, viewing his election as approval of his stance on the war,
had set out to negotiate a peace settlement short of total victory
for either side. On October 21, 1917, he made a speech calling
for “peace without victory.” Germany’s declaration only ten days
later dashed all hopes of such a negotiated peace.

ZIMMERMANN NOTE: THE LAST STRAW

Texas

With victory of the Central
Powers, Mexico would
regain Texas, New Mexico,
and Arizona. Mexico  had
lost this land to the United
States in the Texas
Revolution (1836) and the
Mexican War (1846-1848).

In February 1917, German Foreign Secretary Alfred Zimmermann sent a coded telegram to the German
ambassador in Mexico proposing that if the United States entered the war, Mexico would declare war against
the United States.

The British discovered the note and published it
in American newspapers in March. What would
the United States do?



212

17–13   AMERICA ENTERS THE WAR, 1917

America was unprepared for war. Its armed forces
were too small to be effective, and they had to expand
and train rapidly.  In April 1917 the army numbered
about 127,000, the navy 68,000.

Wilson favored a draft. A reluctant Congress
responded with the Selective Service Act,
mandating military service for those qualified.

Twenty four million men registered for the
draft, and almost four million were inducted
into the armed services. About 371,000 were
African-Americans, serving in segregated units.

In May 1917, Wilson appointed
General John J. Pershing as head of the
American Expeditionary Force (AEF).
His title: Supreme Commander
of United States Forces.

After a year’s training, the first American soldiers
landed in France. Eventually numbering 2,000,000,
they turned the tide against the Central Powers.

ON APRIL 6, 1917, CONGRESS DECLARES WAR ON THE CENTRAL POWERS,
in response to Wilson’s request. Wilson explained America’s purpose in a speech before Congress.

AMERICA GOES TO WAR

The refrains of
  George M. Cohan’s
     popular song
       “Over There”
          accompanied
             the troops.
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17–14   THE HOME FRONT

FOOD ADMINISTRATION BOARD: “FOOD WILL WIN THE WAR.”

THE WAR INDUSTRIES BOARD

THE ESPIONAGE AND SEDITION ACTS, 1917- 1918

In 1917 when America entered World War I,
President Wilson appointed Herbert Hoover as
U.S. Food Administrator. Hoover, who had
successfully managed food relief in war-stricken
Belgium in 1914, proved to be an an efficient,
creative food administrator for the United States.
He increased food production at a fair price for
farmers, cut the use of food 15 percent without
rationing, and tripled the amount of food
shipped overseas to our troops and Allies.
Americans were responsive to his calls for
“meatless and wheatless” days and the planting
of “victory gardens.” They called these efforts
“Hooverizing.”

COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC INFORMATION

Bernard Baruch, a Wall Street financier, was appointed
head of the War Industries Board and given almost
dictatorial powers over factories and manufacturing.

He was successful
in increasing U.S.
production
20 percent by the
war’s end.

Journalist George Creel headed this committee,
thereby becoming chief propagandist for America’s war
effort. His job was to “sell” the war by articulating its
goals.

Calling his job “the world’s greatest adventure in
advertising,” Creel used advertising agencies, artists,
writers, musicians, and actors to spread Wilson’s main
message: the war was a crusade to make the world safe
for democracy.

A side effect of the committee’s work was hostility
toward German-Americans and distrust of
government news.

To combat anti-war efforts by some Americans, such as socialists who called
the war a capitalistic crime, Congress passed the Espionage and Sedition Acts,
which restricted Americans’ activities and speech. It became a crime to ob-
struct the war effort and to criticize the government, Constitution, or flag.
The Postmaster General could refuse mail delivery to anyone suspected of
violating the two acts.

Almost 200 Americans were tried under these laws, including Eugene Debs,
a socialist sentenced to 10 years in prison for criticizing the war. Debs, who
ran five times for the presidency, ran in 1920 from his prison cell. He was
pardoned after the war by President Warren G. Harding.

EUGENE

DEBS
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HARRY S. TRUMAN’S RECALLED HIS WAR EXPERIENCES IN
PLAIN SPEAKING, BY MERLE MILLER.1

“We went to France. We landed at Brest, France, on
April 13, 1918, and just twenty-seven years later on
that same day you may remember I spent my first full
day in the White House....in July the colonel...told me
I was going to be the new captain in charge of Battery
D, which was  known as Dizzy D, and it had...a very
bad reputaion indeed. They’d had four commanding
officers before that, and none of them could control
those Irish boys....They were educated, many of them,
but they were wild.

“I told the colonel...he might just as well send me
home right then....I was never so scared in my life, not
even later on under fire, but I—well, it was one of the
things I had to do, and I did it.”

Captain Harry S. Truman, later to become president of the United States upon the death of Franklin
D. Roosevelt in 1945, was among the first American troops to arrive in France in April 1918.

17–15   THE YANKS ARE COMING!

CAPTAIN HARRY S.
TRUMAN

GENERAL JOHN J. PERSHING, SUPREME COMMANDER OF THE AMERICAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCE

1Merle Miller, Plain Speaking (New York: Berkley Books, 1973), pp. 95-97.

Eugene Donnelly, a Battery D veteran recalled:

“We were a pretty rough bunch of boys; anyway,
we thought we were. We’d already got rid of four
commanding officers when Harry came along. He
looked like a sitting duck to us. He was sort of
small and with four eyes.

And then he called all the noncoms together, and he
said:”

General John J. Pershing (1860-1948), born in Missouri, was a West Point graduate with a
ramrod bearing and a jutting jaw. He had a distinguished military career that included commanding
the U.S. Army 9th and 10th Regiments, composed of African-Americans, against the Plains Indians
(1895) and in the Spanish-American War (1896); defeating insurrectionists in the Philippines
(1903); and leading the Mexican Punitive Expedition against Pancho Villa in Mexico (1915).

General Pershing landed in France on June 14, 1917. His troops arrived slowly, with most
coming in the spring and summer of 1918. Pershing insisted on a separate American army rather
than having his men become “cannon fodder” in the Allies’ units. He said, “We came
American. We shall remain American and go into battle with Old Glory over our heads. I will
not parcel out American boys.”

Pershing led the AEF in a mobile war, making direct assaults on the enemy. The AEF’s offensives
at Meuse-Argonne and Saint-Mihiel helped end the war and made Pershing a hero.  He was pro-
moted to General of the Armies of the United States, outranked only by George Washington.

In 1932 Pershing won the Pulitzer Prize in history for his book, My Experiences in the World War.
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17–16   ARMISTICE—NOVEMBER 11, 1918

GERMANY AND THE ALLIES SIGN AN ARMISTICE

AMERICAN MILITARY OPERATIONS HELP WIN THE WAR

Overwhelmed by successive defeats, by October 1918 the German army was in full retreat, and German
commanders were pressuring their government to seek an armistice. In early November the German people forced
Kaiser Wilhelm II to abdicate. He fled to Holland on November 9th. A German provisional government formed a
republic, sued for peace, and signed an armistice agreement with the Allies on November 11, 1918.

The armistice terms stated that the Germans must
     ! remove all troops from territory they had invaded
     ! surrender their naval fleet, their artillary, and much of their industrial equipment.

The Allies had not insisted on an unconditional surrender—to Pershing’s dismay. What would be the consequences?

The world rejoiced at the ending of such a terrible war, yet mourned the great loss of lives—approximately
5,000,000 Allied troops and 3,500,000 Central Powers troops.

Meanwhile, Germany hoped for lenient peace terms, maintaining that its government had not surrendered but
rather agreed to an armistice. Germans placed their hopes in President Woodrow Wilson’s Fourteen Point
Peace Plan, announced in January 1918.  Their hopes would be dashed by the 1919 Treaty of Versailles.

armistice—a cessation of hostilities by mutual agreement

THE U.S. NAVY ON THE HIGH SEAS
The U.S. Navy carried troops to the fighting fronts, laid mines along the European coast, and sank German
submarines. By war’s end the navy sank half the German submarine fleet.

THE U.S. ARMY IN EUROPE
In March 1918, German Generals Paul von Hindenburg and Erich
Ludendorff led German troops in a fierce offensive. They hoped to end
the war before American forces arrived in large numbers. They were
almost successful, driving to within 40 miles of Paris before French and
British soldiers stopped them.
During the summer of 1918 American troops joined Allied forces to
repel the Germans at Chateau-Thierry and Belleau Wood.

THE BATTLE OF ARGONNE FOREST, Sept.-Nov., 1918
The American Army won a major victory in this last major battle
of the war, General John J. Pershing led 1,200,000 American troops in
capturing the Meuse-Argonne region in the Battle of Argonne Forest.

SERGEANT ALVIN C. YORK: AMERICAN HERO IN THE BATTLE OF ARGONNE FOREST
Alvin York (1887-1964) grew up on a farm in the Tennessee mountains near Pall Mall. The third of eleven children,
he hunted to bring food home to the family and became an expert marksman with pistol and rifle.
In June 1917, at age 29, he was drafted into the U.S. Army and a year later was sent to France.
He had never been more than 50 miles from home.
A religious man who hated war, York became a war hero on October 8, 1918, in the Battle of
Argonne Forest. York was part of a 17-man squad charged with taking two hills embedded with
German machine gunners. After ambushing the German headquarters and losing nine men, the
Americans were attacked by a nest of machine gunners. Standing alone in a clearing, York
killed enough of them to force the rest to surrender. He and the seven remaining squad
members then marched 132 Germans back through enemy lines to American headquarters.
Alvin York was honored with the Congressional Medal of Honor and many other awards.
He said he wanted to be remembered simply as one who helped his fellow man.



216

17–17   WOODROW WILSON’S FOURTEEN POINTS, 1-7

1. Open covenants of peace, openly arrived at, after which there shall be
no private international understandings of any kind but diplomacy shall
proceed always frankly and in the public view. (NO SECRET TREATIES)

2. Absolute freedom of navigation upon the seas, outside territorial
waters, alike in peace and in war, except as the seas may be closed in
whole or in part by international action for the enforcement of interna-
tional covenants. (FREEDOM OF THE SEAS)

3. The removal, so far as possible, of all economic barriers and the
establishment of an equality of trade conditions among all the nations
consenting to the peace and associating themselves for its maintenance.
(FREE TRADE)

4. Adequate guarantees given and taken that national armaments will be reduced to the lowest point
consistent with domestic safety. (WORLD DISARMAMENT)

5. A free, open-minded and absolutely impartial adjustment of all colonial claims, based upon a strict
observance of the principle that in determining all such questions of sovereignty the interests of the popula-
tions concerned must have equal weight with the equitable claims of the government whose title is to be
determined. (SELF-DETERMINATION)

6. The evacuation of all Russian territory and such a settlement of all questions affecting Russia as will
secure the best and freest cooperation of the other nations of the world in obtaining for her an unhampered
and unembarrassed opportunity for the independent determination of her own political development and
national policy and assure her of a sincere welcome into the society of free nations under institutions of her
own choosing; and, more than a welcome, assistance also of every kind that she may need and may herself
desire. The treatment accorded Russia by her sister nations in the months to come will be the acid test of their
goodwill, of their comprehension of her needs as distinguished from their own interests, and of their intelli-
gent and unselfish sympathy. (SELF-DETERMINATION)

7. Belgium, the whole world will agree, must be evacuated and restored, without any attempt to limit the
sovereignty which she enjoys in common with all other free nations. No other single act will serve as this will
serve to restore confidence among the nations in the laws which they have themselves set and determined for
the government of their relations with one another. Without this healing act the whole structure and validity
of international law is forever impaired. (SELF-DETERMINATION)

In January 1918, months before the war ended, President Wilson had announced his Fourteen-Point peace plan.
To Wilson’s disappointment, and Germany’s, only three points—the 7th, 8th, and 13th—

would be implemented in the Treaty of Versailles.
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8. All French territory should be freed and the invaded portions restored, and the wrong done to France by
Prussia in 1871 in the matter of Alsace-Lorraine, which has unsettled the peace of the world for nearly fifty
years, should be righted, in order that peace may once more be made secure in the interest of all.
(SELF-DETERMINATION)

9. A readjustment of the frontiers of Italy should be effected along clearly recognizable lines of nationality.
(SELF-DETERMINATION)

10. The peoples of Austria-Hungary, whose place among the nations we wish to see safeguarded and
assured, should be accorded the freest opportunity to autonomous development. (SELF-DETERMINATION)

11. Romania, Serbia and Montenegro should be evacuated; occupied territories restored; Serbia accorded
free and secure access to the sea; and the relations of the several Balkan states to one another determined by
friendly counsel along historically established lines of allegiance and nationality; and international guarantees
of the political and economic independence and territorial integrity of the several Balkan states should be
entered into. (SELF-DETERMINATION)

12. The Turkish portion of the present Ottoman Empire should be assured a secure sovereignty, but the
other nationalities which are now under Turkish rule should be assured an undoubted security of life and an
absolutely unmolested opportunity of autonomous development, and the Dardanelles should be perma-
nently opened as a free passage to the ships and commerce of all nations under international guarantees.
(SELF-DETERMINATION)

13. An independent Polish state should be erected which should include the territories inhabited by
indisputably Polish populations, which should be assured a free and secure access to the sea, and whose
political and economic independence and territorial integrity should be guaranteed by international cov-
enant. (SELF-DETERMINATION)

14. A general association of nations must be formed under specific covenants for the purpose of affording
mutual guarantees of political independence and territorial integrity to great and small states alike.
(CREATION OF A LEAGUE OF NATIONS)

17–18    WOODROW WILSON’S FOURTEEN POINTS, 8-14

“When the President talks of ‘self-determination’ what unit has he in mind? Does he mean a race, a territorial area, or a
community?” “It [self-determination] will raise hopes which can never be realized. It will, I fear cost thousands of lives.

In the end it is bound to be discredited, to be called the dream of an idealist....”
—Robert Lansing, United States Secretary of State, 1919.
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17–19   PARIS PEACE CONFERENCE AT PALACE OF VERSAILLES

Leaders of 32 states attended the conference, but
major decisions were made by four leaders.
! Woodrow Wilson, United States
! David Lloyd George, England
! Georges Clemenceau, France
! Vittorio Orlando, Italy
Wilson was forced by the other three leaders to
compromise on many of his Fourteen Points.
Wilson did so in order to preserve his main point: a
League of Nations designed to preserve world peace.

The Treaty of Versailles—rejecting most of Wilson’s
Fourteen Points—forced Germany to:
! admit guilt for the war
! pay reparations for the cost of the war
! surrender European possessions for the creation of new
    countries
! return Alsace-Lorraine to France
! surrender overseas colonies as League of Nations mandates
! limit the German Army to 100,000 men, with no
    heavy artillary, poison gas, tanks, or aircraft
! limit the German Navy to ships under 100,000 tonnage
    and no submarines
Germany signed the Versailles Treaty under protest,
claiming it had requested an armistice based on Wilson’s
Fourteen Points. Adolph Hitler, a 29-year-old German war
veteran, called the Versailles Treaty  the “peace of shame.”

Europeans could not believe the United States Senate would reject the treaty. Neither could Wilson. He embarked
on a nationwide train trip imploring Americans to urge their senators to ratify the treaty. Wilson suffered a stroke on
the trip, and he never fully recovered. The senate did not ratify the Treaty of Versailles, although other nations did.
The United States did not become a member of the League of Nations when it was established in 1920.

The treaty contained a constitution for a League of
Nations, a world court to settle disputes peacefuly.
U.S. senators debating ratification of the treaty, divided
into three groups
1. WILSONIAN DEMOCRATS favored ratification of the treaty.
2. IRRECONCILABLES, led by progressive Republicans Robert
LaFollette and Hiram Johnson, favored isolationism and
thus rejected the treaty because of the League of Nations.
3. MODERATES, led by Republican Henry Cabot Lodge,

January, 1919—President Woodrow Wilson broke
precedent as the first U.S. president to lead an American
delegation to a peace conference. Hoping
to write the treaty himself, based on his
Fourteen Points, he selected a partisan
delegation to accompany him. With
the exception of one delegate, Henry
White, all were Democrats. Wilson
excluded Republican congressmen
despite the fact that the peace
treaty would face ratification by a
Republican-controlled senate.

PRESIDENT WILSON GOES TO PARIS CONFERENCE LEADERS—THE BIG FOUR

THE TREATY OF VERSAILLES, signed June 28, 1919 THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS

THE UNITED STATES REFUSES TO RATIFY THE VERSAILLES TREATY

HENRY

CABOT

LODGE

would agree to ratification only if certain
reservations (qualifications) were added
to the League Covenant to protect U.S.
sovereignty (particularly regarding
mutual defense pacts).

President Wilson refused to compromise.
Things were at a stalemate.
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IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS:
!Nine new nations were created from the territories of Germany, Austria-Hungary, and Russia. (See map below.)
!Class A mandates (temporary colonies) were created from the Ottoman Empire and distributed to Allied nations to
administer until the mandates were ready for self-rule and independence. France received as mandates Lebanon
and Syria. Great Britain received as mandates Iraq, Transjordan, and Palestine (later to become Israel and occupied
territory). By 1949 sovereign governments had replaced these mandates.
!Class B and C mandates were created from Germany’s African and Asiatic possessions and distributed to Allied nations.

17–20   A NEW MAP OF EUROPE, 1919

It would fall to President Warren G. Harding, elected president in November 1920, to conclude the war—a
story that follows in the next section.

Meanwhile, in 1919 and 1920  the nation experienced postwar upheavals that culminated in the Red Scare.
Would the “Red” Russian Bolsheviks create a communist revolution in America? It was their goal to spread
communism throughout the world, according to their March 1919 Third International.

HOW WOULD THE WAR END FOR THE UNITED STATES—
A COUNTRY THAT REFUSED TO SIGN THE VERSAILLES PEACE TREATY OF 1919?

—New nations created by the
   League of Nations
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17–21   POST-WAR RETREAT AND REACTIONISM, 1919-1920

ISOLATIONISM, NATIVISM, AND RACISM

THE GREAT RED SCARE

LEON

TROTSKY

The spread of communism in Europe after World War I stirred fear of a communist revolution in the United States.
Had not Russia’s Vladimir Lenin organized the Third International in March 1919 with the goal of  overthrowing
capitalism through worldwide communist revolutions? Underscoring fear of communism was an increase of radical
activity by U.S. socialists who had supported the 1917 “Red” Bolshevik (communist) revolution in Russia and
anticipated its inevitable spread to America.

There were ominous signs. Bolshevik leaders, such as Leon Trotsky, had arrived in New York
as early as 1917. That year the American Communist party was organized in Chicago; only seven
percent of its members spoke English. In September 1919 John Reed, a Harvard graduate from
Oregon, organized the Communist Labor party in New York. Combined membership of the
two parties reached 65,000 in 1919.

Labor unrest added to the Red Scare. In 1919, 3,600  strikes involved 4 million union members. Since the 1886
Haymarket bombing, labor unions were associated, by some, with anarchists seeking to overthrow capitalism.

THE PALMER RAIDS, 1919-1920

The Red Scare turned into hysteria in 1919 when there occurred a rash of bombings by anarchist terrorists. These
attacks included packaged bombs sent to some thirty prominent Americans, including Seattle Mayor Ole Hanson,
former U.S. Senator Thomas W. Hardwick of Georgia, Postmaster General Albert Burleson, John D. Rockefeller, and
U.S. Attorney General A. Mitchell Palmer.

Attorney General Palmer responded by creating an antiradical division in the
Justice Department, led by J. Edgar Hoover. On November 7, 1919, a hunt for
anarchists and communists suspected of plotting revolution began with a series of
“Palmer raids,” resulting in about 6,000 arrests and many deportations. Not only
were proven threats to U.S. security arrested, but also innocent people were deprived
of their civil rights. By early 1920 a backlash against the Palmer raids halted them.

Resistance to the Red Scare mounted between 1920 and 1927
with the arrest and execution of Nicola Sacco and Bartolomeo
Vanzetti. The two Italian aliens—both anarchists—were convicted
of the robbery and murder of a paymaster and a guard in
Braintree, Massachusetts. Many believed they received an unfair
verdict, based on their anarchist views rather than evidence.

The Red Scare subsided in 1920 but resentment of foreigners
remained, as evidenced in the quota-setting immigration laws of the
1920s. When Warren G. Harding offered a return to “normalcy,”
in the presidential election of 1920, Americans took him up on it.

WAR-WEARY AMERICANS TURNED INWARD AFTER WORLD WAR I.
REACTIONISM PREVAILED AMONG MANY WHO WERE:
! Anti-Europe: Isolationism prevailed in foreign policy.
!"Anti-immigrant: Restrictive immigration laws were passed in 1921 and 1924.
!"Anti-Catholic and anti-African American: In 1915 William J. Simmons, an ex-Methodist preacher in Atlanta,
   Georgia, reorganized the Ku Klux Klan, a white supremacy group which had disbanded in 1869. Inspired by the movie
   “Birth of a Nation,” Grand Wizard Simmons led cruel activities against African-Americans, Catholics,  Jews, socialists,
   communists, and foreigners. Race riots resulted. By 1925 the Klan had 4 million members and held political offices in
   several states. By 1930, however, it declined to 30,000 because of state laws prohibiting its hoods and secrecy.
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“America’s present need is not heroics, but healing;
not nostrums but normalcy;

not revolution but restoration....”
—Warren G. Harding, May 1920

“Yes Sir, that’s my baby,
No sir, don’t mean maybe.”

THE REPUBLICAN ASCENDANCY
President Warren G. Harding, 1921-23

President Calvin Coolidge, 1923-29
President Herbert Hoover, 1929-33
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18–1  WARREN G. HARDING: RETURN TO NORMALCY

In 1920 Warren Gamaliel Harding (1865-1923), a 56-year old U.S.
Senator, looked like a president—handsome, 6-feet tall, silver haired. And he
was likeable—a friendly, easygoing, non-intellectual, Main Street kind of fellow,
the opposite of Woodrow Wilson. Americans liked him for these reasons.
And they liked his 1920 campaign promise to restore the country to “normalcy.”

“Normalcy” (Harding meant normality) meant restoration of conservative
Republican political domination, prosperity through high tariffs and low taxes,
and isolationism. Americans were tired of the Democratic party’s progressive
reforms and regulation of business; tired of Woodrow Wilson’s idealistic crusade
to make the world safe for democracy at the cost of millions of lives; tired of
sacrifice for a horrible war; tired of foreigners and internationalism.

And so, in 1920, Americans elected Warren G. Harding president and Calvin
Coolidge vice president of the United States with the largest popular vote in a
century. They also elected a Republican Senate and Republican House.

In 1891, at age 25, Harding married Florence Kling DeWolfe,
a 30-year-old divorcee with a young son. She had attended Marion
schools and the Cincinnati Conservatory of Music. Florence was as
strong-willed and self-reliant as her father Amos Kling, a Marion
banker who was the richest
man in town. She married
Harding despite the objections
of her father, who believed
rumors that Harding had a
black ancestor. Kling did not
speak to Florence for seven
years after the wedding and
did not enter the Harding
home for 15 years. They were
reconciled in later years.

WARREN G. HARDING
29th President, 1921-23

Political Party: Republican
Vice President: Calvin Coolidge
Birthplace: Corsica, Ohio
Ancestry: English, Scotch, Irish
Religion: Baptist
Education: Ohio Central College
First Lady: Florence Kling

THE DUCHESS—Florence Harding directed
her energy and competence toward the Marion
Star. As circulation manager, she made it a
financial success, while Warren
wrote editorials. She ran the
newspaper and,
some said,
she ran
Warren.
He, and others,
called her “Duchess.”

“In the great fulfillment we must have a citizenship less concerned about what the government can do for it and
more anxious about what it can do for the nation.”—Warren G. Harding, Republican National Convention, June 7, 1916

In 1884 Harding bought the Marion Star and became a
newspaper
publisher.
He was congenial
and generous,
and his employees
liked him.
He started
one of Ohio’s
first profit-
sharing plans,
enabling his
workers to own
up to 25 percent
of the Star.

Born November 2, 1865, in Corsica, Ohio,
Harding grew up in the village of Caledonia. His
father was a doctor, and his mother had a license
from the Ohio State Medical Board to practice
obstetrics and pediatrics.
Harding attended Ohio Central College, where he
edited the school newspaper and excelled in public
speaking. He proudly delivered the commencement
address upon receiving his B.S. degree in 1882. “If I
say so myself, I do think I turn out a good speech.”
He moved to Marion, Ohio, and started teaching
school but soon quit, saying it was the hardest job
he ever had.
He then briefly tried law and newspaper reporting.

FAMILY LIFE AND EARLY CAREER
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Surprisingly, Harding never wanted to be president. That’s an awful
                                                          thing to contemplate,” he said.

November 1920—In the first election broadcast on radio
(KDKA Pittsburgh) and the first in which women voted,
Warren G. Harding became the eighth man from Ohio to be

President Harding recognized the need for strong, competent men in his administration, saying,
“I am just beginning to realize what a job I have taken over.”

THE GOOD—Four competent appointees included: THE BAD—Three incompetent, dishonest appointees would
        make Harding’s administration the most corrupt in history.

Harding
would

eventually
regret his
decision
to run

for
president.

Charles Evans Hughes
Secretary of State

William H. Taft
Chief Justice of the
      Supreme Court

Herbert Hoover
Secretary of Commerce

Andrew Mellon,
Secretary of the Treasury

Harry Daugherty
Attorney General

Albert B. Fall
Secretary of the Interior

Charles Forbes
Head of the Veterans’ Bureau

1914—
Harding
won
election
to the
United
States
Senate.

18–2   REPUBLICAN POLITICS

His friend
Harry
Daugherty,
however,
was persuasive.
Harding wrote,
“I have decided
to take the
plunge and
play the big
game.”

 June 8, 1920,
Chicago—Thanks
to the political
maneuvering of
Harry Daugherty,
Harding’s campaign
manager, a dead-
locked Republican
nominating conven-
tion chose dark horse
Harding as their
compromise presi-
dential candidate.

elected president of the
United States.
He defeated Democratic
presidential candidate
James M. Cox of Ohio
by an electoral vote of
404-127.

1884—Warren Harding became interested in
politics while writing election editorials.

1900—Elected to the Ohio Senate, he began
a political career as a conservative Republican.

1904—Harding was elected lieutenant
governor of Ohio.

HARDING’S RISING POLITICAL CAREER

HARDING IS ELECTED 29TH PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES

PRESIDENT HARDING’S APPOINTEES
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In 1921 the United States technically was still at war
with the Central Powers because it did not ratify the
Versailles Treaty.
In July 1921 Congress approved a resolution ending
the state of war with Germany and Austria, and the
Senate signed peace treaties with both countries.
The United States thus had nothing to do with
enforcing the harsh peace terms of the Versailles Treaty.
In its separate treaty with Germany:
   ! The United States agreed to pay German citizens
       in the U.S. for property seized during  the war.
   ! Germany agreed to pay the United States damages
       for unrestricted submarine warfare.
Harding signed the treaty and said, “That’s all.”

In response to Japan’s Pacific expansion during and after
World War I, Secretary of State Charles Evans Hughes
called for a conference in Washington, D.C., among the
world’s naval powers, including Japan and Great Britain.
AT STAKE:
JAPAN, as a result of the Versailles Treaty, had acquired
Germany’s Pacific Islands north of the equator, as well as
the China leasehold of Kiaochow, and had challenged
America’s right to a refueling station on the island of Yap,
between Guam and the Philippines. Also, Japan had kept
troops in Siberia after other allies had withdrawn their
forces; might Japan attack Russia?
GREAT BRITAIN wanted to end its wartime alliance with
Japan. Further, the British wanted to end the expensive
naval building competition it felt forced into by the
postwar expansion of Japanese and United States navies.

Twenty Allied nations owed America ten billion dollars. How would they pay?
Not with gold; there was hardly this much in existence.
Not through trade; the Republicanss passage
of high tariffs made this impossible.

 Congress—under the Harding
and later the Coolidge
administrations—lowered the
debts of 17 Allied
nations by 30 to 80 percent.
Germany paid its debt to America
through loans from other
countries—including the United
States.

“The League
Covenant
can have

no sanction
by us.”

Allies argued: America suffered
fewer war casualties so should
cancel the Allies’ debt.
America argued: The Allies, unlike
America, had gained postwar
territories and, moreover, should
honor their international
agreements to pay their debts.

 Important treaties resulted from the conference, including:
!Four-Power Treaty
!!!!"The United States, Great Britain, Japan, and France
     agreed to mutual respect of Pacific possessions.
###!"Great Britain and Japan ended their alliance.
!Five-Power Treaty
!!#!"The United States, Great Britain, Japan, France, and Italy
     agreed to limit the tonnage of their capital ships at a
     5-5-3 ratio for the United States, Great Britain, and
     Japan and a 1.75 ratio for France and Italy.
###!"The United States and Great Britain agreed not to build
     new fortifications or naval bases in the western Pacific.
     This gave Japan control of its nearby seas in exchange for
     a lower ratio of ships. Danger ahead: Pearl Harbor in
     Hawaii would be America’s farthest western naval base,
     leaving Guam and the Philippines unprotected.

18–3   CONCLUDING WORLD WAR I

April 12, 1921—In a speech to Congress
President Harding ended
any hope of U.S. entry
into the League
of Nations.
He declared:

LEAGUE OF NATIONS  TREATIES WITH GERMANY AND AUSTRIA

 WAR DEBT PROBLEM   WAR DEBT RESOLUTION

THE WASHINGTON CONFERENCE for the LIMITATION of ARMAMENT
November 1921-February 1922
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In 1921 Harding established the
Budget Bureau in the Treasury
Department. For the first time
budgets from all government
departments would be coordinated.

This measure resulted in savings
($2 billion the first year), efficiency,
and more informed financial
planning.

Charles G. Dawes, the first budget
director, was elected vice president
under Calvin Coolidge in 1924.

Congress repealed the wartime excess
profits tax on industry and reduced
taxes on the wealthy (from 65 to 25
percent) as well as on the middle and
lower classes.

The Emergency Tariff Act  of 1921
and Fordney-McCumber Act of 1922
replaced Wilson’s low Underwood
Tariff. They raised duties to an
average rate of 38 percent.
Unfortunately, trade wars resulted
as foreign nations retaliated with
their own protective tariffs, which
reduced American sales abroad.
This situation undercut prosperity
and by 1929 contributed
to the stock
market crash
and Great
Depression.

August 2, 1923: In San Francisco,
California, President Harding died
of a coronary embolism on a return
trip from Alaska.
August 3, 1923: In Plymouth,
Vermont, Vice President Calvin
Coolidge took the oath of office as
president of the United States. His
father, a notary public, administered

Harding, an honest man himself,
expressed dismay upon hearing
rumors of corruption in his
administration: “I have no trouble
with my enemies. But my...
friends .... They’re the ones who
keep me
walking
the floor
at
night.”

In January 1924 Congressional investigating committees brought forth their
findings about corruption in the departments of Justice, Navy, and Interior, as
well as in the Veterans Bureau and the Office of the Alien Property Custodian.
!"TEAPOT DOME—Secretary of the Interior Albert Fall was convicted of
bribery and sentenced to a year in prison and a $100,000 fine for secretly leasing
the Teapot Dome oil reserve to oilman Harry Sinclair and the Elk Hills oil
reserve to Edward L. Doheny in return for “loans” from these men.
!"VETERANS BUREAU—Veterans’ Bureau chief Charles R. Forbes,
convicted of fraud, conspiracy and bribery regarding Bureau procurements, was
sentenced to two years in prison and a $10,000 fine.
!"ALIEN PROPERTY CUSTODIAN—Thomas W. Miller, convicted of
conspiring to defraud the government,  received a brief prison sentence.

How did President Harding, an honest man himself, end up with the
most corrupt administration in history? Perhaps there is a clue in his words:
“I have followed in my...campaigning the rule that has guided me through-
out my political career, which is not to hurt anybody’s feelings or step on
anybody’s toes....”

18–4  HARDINGS’ DOMESTIC POLICIES AND SCANDALS

The 1921 Emergency Quota Act set
the number of immigrants from any
country in a single year to 3 percent
of the number of that country’s
population living in the United States
in 1910.

War veterans demanded that
in addition to their $60
discharge bonus and war-
disability benefits, veterans
deserved an additional bonus
for bringing peace to America.

Harding vetoed the Bonus Bill,
saying soldiers and seamen had never
expected a bonus—that they had
served the country as a patriotic duty.

In 1924 the Veterans Bonus Act
passed, over Coolidge’s veto, giving
veterans paid-up insurance
redeemable in 20 years.

the oath
in the
family
parlor by
the  light
of a
kerosene
lamp.

CALVIN

COOLIDGE

Secretary of the Treasury Mellon’s
argument for tax cuts proved
accurate. Production and
consumer spending
increased, and the
United States
enjoyed its most
prosperous
decade in history.

TAX-CUTS  HIGH TARIFFSBUDGET AND ACCOUNTING

SCANDALS: TEAPOT DOME AND A HOST OF OTHERSDEATH OF PRESIDENT HARDING

IMMIGRATION RESTRICTION RUMORS OF CORRUPTIONBONUS BILL



226

 18–5  CALVIN COOLIDGE: PEACE AND  PROSPERITY

       CALVIN COOLIDGE
    30th President, 1923-29

Calvin Coolidge (1872-1933) was the sixth vice president to become president
upon the death of his predecessor.  A popular president, he won election in 1924
with electoral votes from 35 states, based on his two outstanding traits: honesty
and a commitment to frugal, limited government protective of property rights.

HONESTY: By 1924 Coolidge had forced resignations of dishonest Harding
appointees, assigned special prosecutors to pursue those suspected of crimes, and
refused pardons to those convicted. Amazingly, he saved the Republican party
from its recent tainted past and a loss of the White House.

PROPERTY RIGHTS: Coolidge protected property rights by cutting taxes
four times and giving business a free hand to invest, produce, and make a profit.
Like Harding, he believed in the “trickle down” theory. Did it work?

“The business of America is business.”—Calvin Coolidge, 1924

“You hear a lot of jokes...about ‘Silent Cal Coolidge.’ The joke is on the people who make the jokes. Look at his record.
He cut the taxes four times. We had probably the greatest growth and prosperity that we’ve ever known.

I have taken heed of that because if he did that by doing nothing, maybe that’s the answer.”—Ronald Reagan, 1981

From 1922 to 1928, America enjoyed the greatest prosperity in history.
!!!!"# Industrial production rose 70 percent.
!!!!!# The gross national product rose 40 percent.
!!!!!#""$%&capita income rose 30 percent.

Coolidge, 5'9", was a reserved, taciturn man—“Silent Cal” they called him,
a man of few but witty words. Ironically, he presided over a boisterous decade called
the “Roaring Twenties” and the “Jazz Age.” Coolidge chose not to run for a second
term in 1928, despite popularity and prosperity.

Calvin Coolidge was born July 4, 1872, in Plymouth,
Vermont. The family home adjoined the family store.
His father, a farmer and storekeeper, held several public
offices such as tax collector and justice of the peace.
Coolidge idolized his mother, who died when he was
12, and carried her picture in a watchcase throughout his
life. He wrote of her: “There was a touch of mysticism
and poetry in her nature, which made her love to gaze at
the purple sunsets and watch the evening stars.”

Coolidge graduated cum laude from Amherst College
in 1895. He won a prize with his senior essay, “The
Principles Fought for in the American Revolution.”
Known for his wit, he was chosen by fellow students to
give the annual satirical oration.
He studied law with attorneys in Northampton,
Massachusetts. He was admitted to the bar in 1897
and began practicing law in Northampton.

Coolidge had a varied political career before being
elected vice president in 1920.
In 1919, while governor of Massachusetts, he gained a
reputation for law and order that would lead him to the
White House the next year. In the Boston police strike
he supported with state troops the police commissioner’s
decision not to rehire striking policemen.
When AFL President Samuel Gompers complained,
Coolidge said. “There is no right to strike against the
public safety by anybody, anywhere, any time.”

In 1905 Coolidge, 33, married Grace Goodhue, 26.
A graduate of the University of Vermont, Grace was a faculty
member of the Clarke Institute for the Deaf in
Northampton, Massachusetts, where she taught lip reading.

Grace’s mother objected to the wedding and remained
estranged from Calvin. She attributed his success to Grace.
After the wedding Calvin gave Grace his socks to darn.
She asked “Did you marry me to darn your socks?”
“No,” he said, “but it sure comes in handy.”

Grace Coolidge was a beloved first lady. The opposite of
her husband, she was warm, friendly, and non-political.
The couple had two children, one of whom died in 1924
when Coolidge was president.

Political Party: Republican
Vice president: Charles

G. Dawes
Birthplace: Plymouth, Vermont
Religion: Congregationalist
Ancestry: English, Scotch,
    Welsh
Education: Amherst College
First Lady: Grace Goodhue
Nickname: “Silent Cal”

CHILDHOOD EDUCATION AND CAREER

MARRIAGE POLITICS
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“The method of raising revenue ought not to impede
the transaction of business; it ought to encourage it.
“I am opposed to extremely high [tax] rates, because they
produce little or no revenue, because they are bad for the
country; we can not improve social conditions, through any
system of injustice, even if we attempt to inflict it upon the
rich. Those who suffer the most harm will be the poor.
“This country believes in prosperity. It is absurd to suppose
that it is envious of those who are already prosperous. The
wise and correct course to follow in taxation and all other
economic legislation is not to destroy those who have already
secured success but to create conditions under which every
one will have a better chance to be successful.”

TAX CUTS
At Treasury Secretary
Mellon’s urging,
Congress passed a
series of revenue acts.
! reduced income and
    inheritance taxes

! abolished the gift tax
    and most excise taxes
    enacted during
    the war.

Immigration quotas set in 1921 would be squeezed even lower in 1924:
from three to two percent of foreign nationals living in the United State.
And—reflecting a bias against southern Europeans, latecomers—the new
quota would be

Coolidge twice vetoed a bill to support
farm prices through hard times, saying:

“Government price fixing, once started,
has alike no justice and no end. It is an
economic folly from which this country
has every right to be spared.”

IN HIS 1925 INAUGURAL ADDRESS, COOLIDGE EXPLAINED HIS VIEW OF TAXING BUSINESS.

The United States and France drew up a Pact of Peace
by which countries would agree to renounce war as
a means of settling international disputes.

Sixty-two countries signed the Pact, written by
United States Secretary of State Frank Kellogg and
French Foreign Minister Aristide Briand.

There were, however, no means of enforcement,
and within little more than ten years almost all
the nations were at war.

 18–6  THE COOLIDGE ADMINISTRATION

based on 1890
instead of 1910
census figures.

The 1924 law
limited total
annual immigration
to 150,000 and
excluded all
Japanese.

IMMIGRATION ACT OF 1924 FARM PRICE-SUPPORT VETOES

THE COOLIDGE TAX PHILOSOPHY

THE KELLOGG-BRIAND PACT OF PEACE, 1928
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18–7   “STAY COOL WITH COOLIDGE”: THE JAZZ AGE

THE JAZZ AGE— A TIME WHEN “THE PARTIES WERE BIGGER,
THE PACE WAS FASTER, THE BUILDINGS WERE HIGHER,

THE MORALS LOOSER.”—F. SCOTT FITZGERALD

F. SCOTT

FITZGERALD

Novelist F. Scott Fitzgerald lived the “roaring twenties,” described the times in
novels like This Side of Paradise, and explained the phenomenon in this way:

“We were tired of Great Causes…Scarcely had the staider citizens of the
republic caught their breath when the wildest of all generations, the generation
which had been adolescent during the War, danced into the limelight.”

AND DARING ESCAPADES

THE NEW

WOMAN—
the “flapper”
voting in
short skirts,
bobbed hair,
and rouge.

May 20-21, 1927—Charles A. Lindbergh became
an international hero when, at 25, he made the
first solo non-stop transatlantic flight.
He flew from New York to Paris,
3,600 miles, in 33.5 hours in the
“Spirit of St. Louis”—which you
can see today at the Smithsonian
National Air and Space Museum.
Lindbergh’s mother Evangeline, a Detroit science teacher, wrote him before the flight
that the papers “emphasize the dangers connected with your trip.…I would not feel that
I had the right to influence you whether that were possible or not. But for the first time
in my life I realize that Columbus also had a mother.”
Lindbergh did face danger. He flew with only a magnetic compass and primitive maps.
He recalled:  “The first indication of my approach to the European Coast
was a small fishing boat.…I circled again and closing the throttle as the
plane passed within a few feet of the boat I shouted, “Which way is Ireland?”

IT WAS A TIME OF:

The period from 1920 to 1929 was sometimes called the “Roaring Twenties,” more often the “Jazz Age.”

GANGSTERS— such as
Al Capone of Chicago,
whose crimes stemmed from
violating prohibition laws.

JAZZ—a uniquely
American art form derived from
African-American music, such as
ragtime and rhythm & blues.

SCOTT JOPLIN,
KING OF RAGTIME

LOUIS ARMSTRONG,
KING OF JAZZ

MOVIES—
silent at first;
“talkies” by 1927 with
“The Jazz Singer.”

RADIO—causing a
communication
revolution by putting
everyone “in touch.”
(700 stations by 1927,
supported by advertising)

SPEAKEASIES—
illegal saloons that
eased prohibition
with bootlegged
liquor.

MODEL T FORDS—
15,000,000 by 1927.
Americans were “goin' places.”

THE

CHARLESTON—

CHARLES A.
LINDBERGH

You can read
Lindbergh’s
own account
of his adven-
ture in The
Spirit of St.
Louis,
for which he
won the
Pulitzer Prize
in 1954.
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18–8   THE SCOPES “MONKEY” TRIAL, 1925

A CHALLENGE TO TENNESSEE’S ANTI-EVOLUTION LAW.

In 1925 Tennessee governor Austin Peay signed the Butler law making illegal the teaching of “any theory that
denies the divine creation of man and teaches instead that man
has descended from a lower order of animals.”

This meant Charles Darwin’s theory of evolution.

The newly formed American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU),
dedicated to free speech, advertised for a Tennessee teacher
to test the law’s legality by teaching evolution in the classroom.
The ACLU sought a trial to prove the Butler law unconstitutional.

Science teacher John Scopes volunteered to be the ACLU’s
defendant—at the request of Dayton, Tennessee, officials who
thought the spectacle of a trial would bring in tourists and beef
up the southern city’s sluggish economy. (And they were right.)

It was all aboveboard: they made the deal at Robinson’s drugstore.

A spectacle it was—a media circus— as national reporters arrived (along with hundreds of tourists) to cover the two
celebrities involved. William Jennings Bryan, former presidential candidate and Secretary of State under Woodrow
Wilson, represented the World’s Christian Fundamentals Organization
as prosecutor. Since 1921 he had been campaigning against teaching
evolution in schools, saying the idea of life evolving from lower forms
over millions of years contradicted the Biblical account in Genesis of a
six-day creation period of fully developed species, including humans.
Baltimore Sun reporter H.L. Mencken, keen on a showdown
between science and religion, persuaded Clarence Darrow, a top trial
lawyer and agnostic, to  defend Scopes. Mencken mocked Bryan as a
“tinpot pope,” and immortalized the event as the “MONKEY TRIAL.”
The judge allowed no scientific experts to testify, but agreed to let
Darrow call Bryan to the stand as a Biblical expert.

The court upheld the Butler law and fined
Scopes $100. Bryan died five days later. In
the next decades several other states passed
 anti-evolution laws; the courts gradually
overturned them. 

And the ACLU? It lost its case but thrived
on its new-found fame.

THE “MONKEY TRIAL”—DAYTON, TENNESSEE

JOHN

SCOPES

Called the “trial of the century,” the Scopes trial concerning the teaching of evolution in the schools
reflected a Protestant fundamentalist trend of the 1920s.
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 18–9  THE 1928 ELECTION

HERBERT HOOVER DEFEATS AL SMITH IN A LANDSLIDE.

On August 2, 1927, Coolidge surprised the nation by announcing: “ I do not choose to run for President in 1928.”
“Silent Cal” gave no explanation. Some thought poor health was the reason. Some thought he foresaw

the coming economic crash. Coolidge retired to Northampton, Massachusetts.

Herbert Hoover, Republican candidate for president in 1928,
had become popular and well-known as Secretary of
Commerce. His campaign theme also proved popular:
eight years of Republican prosperity.
New York Governor Alfred Smith, the Democratic candidate,
was the first Roman Catholic nominated for president by a
major party. Smith did well in the cities and among
Catholics and immigrants. Protestants, however, feared he
would be more loyal to the Pope than the Constitution.
Prohibition was an issue in the campaign. Hoover
thought it was a noble experiment,
but Smith favored its repeal.
Hoover defeated Smith by an electoral vote
of 444 to 87. He won 58 percent of
the popular vote.
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18–10  HERBERT HOOVER AND THE DEPRESSION

“While I can make no claim for having invented the term ‘rugged individualism,’ I should be proud to have invented it.
It has been used by American leaders for over a half-century in eulogy of those God-fearing men and women of
honesty whose stamina and character and fearless assertion of rights led them to make their own way in life.”

—Herbert Hoover, 1934

Political Party: Republican
Vice president: Charles Curtis
Birthplace: West Branch, Iowa
Ancestry: Swiss-German,

English
Religion: Quaker
Education: Stanford University
First Lady: Lou Henry
Nickname: “Chief”
5'11" tall

Herbert Hoover (1874-1964), called Bert by his friends,
made his own way in life—from orphan to millionaire, to humanitarian,
to president. And he helped others make their way in life. For this he
became known as “The Great Humanitarian.”

Orphaned at age 11, Hoover grew up with an uncle in Oregon, then
worked his way through Stanford University. After majoring in geology
and earning an engineering degree, he entered the mining business. He
and his wife Lou, a Stanford graduate, traveled the globe five times,
lived in China and London, and spoke several languages. In 1908
they translated De Re Metallica, a 16th century Latin text on mining.

In 1917 when America entered World War I, President Wilson
appointed Hoover U.S. Food Administrator. Hoover was an efficient,
creative administrator. He increased food production at a fair price for
farmers, cut the use of food 15 percent without rationing, and tripled
the amount of food shipped overseas to our troops and Allies.

After World War I, Wilson appointed Hoover head of the American
Relief Administration. Within two years the ARA had fed 300,000,000
people in 21 European and Middle Eastern countries. Despite frequent
objections, Hoover insisted on feeding 20 million communists in Russia.
He said, “Twenty million people are starving; whatever their politics they
should be fed.” In 1921 he created the ARA Children’s Fund, supported
by American gifts; this was the origin of CARE packets.

In 1921 Hoover became President Harding’s Secretary of Commerce. In
1925 President Coolidge asked him to remain in this position. In 1928
the Republican party nominated Hoover for United States president.With
his splendid achievements under Democratic and Republican presidents,
how could Hoover not succeed in the White House?

The fact is that Herbert Hoover did win the 1928 election against New
York Democrat Al Smith, but he did not succeed in the White House.

What could have gone wrong for a man of such grit and
compassion, intelligence and efficiency, achievement and promise?
How could the Great Humanitarian fail in the Great Depression?

    HERBERT HOOVER
    31st President, 1928-33
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President Hoover presided over a stock market boom
resulting from prosperity of the Coolidge years.
Between 1925 and 1929, New York Stock Exchange
securities rose in value from $27 million to
$87 million. By September 3, 1929, the Dow index
reached a record high of 381. (In the early 21st
century, the Dow ranges between 10,000 and 11,000.)

Rising stock prices reflected not only corporate business profits but also speculative buying—that is, buying stocks
with borrowed money, or “on margin.” Here’s how it worked. Because of easy credit policies a person could buy
stocks with a down payment of only 10 to 25 percent, borrowing the rest from a banker or stock broker. THEN. . .

GOOD NEWS BAD NEWS

Many average Americans bought stock for the first time,
hoping to make a profit. The number of stockholders
between 1920 and 1929 rose from 4 million to
20 million. How did so many manage to buy stocks?
Banking policies made it easy to buy stocks on credit.
The Federal Reserve Bank made easy credit available to
commercial banks, which in turn extended easy credit to
stock brokers, who then loaned money on easy terms to
anyone who wanted to buy stock. It was all so easy.

 18–11  THE STOCK MARKET BOOM

PROSPERITY AND EASY CREDIT

STOCK SPECULATION—BUYING STOCKS ON CREDIT, OR “ON MARGIN”

IF THE STOCKS FELL the buyer had to pay on
demand the money he had borrowed. (It was in fact
known as “call money.”) Once people stopped buying,
stock values would fall. What if everyone stopped at
once and started selling? Surely not.

IF THE STOCKS ROSE high enough the buyer
could sell his stocks and make enough money to repay
the loan and make a profit. As long as people kept
buying, stock values kept rising. Surely everyone would
keep buying because they were getting richer and richer.
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18–12  THE STOCK MARKET CRASH AND THE GREAT DEPRESSION

PANIC, CRASH, DEPRESSION—WHAT HAPPENED?

PRESIDENT HERBERT HOOVER: OPTIMISTIC AND INEFFECTIVE.

Hoover insisted at first that the panic in 1929 was psychological
and would be self-correcting if manufacturers maintained wages
and prices. He was wrong.

Hoover’s approach to unemployment also proved ineffective:
a reliance on private philanthropy and local governments. Hoover
opposed direct relief by the federal government, arguing that it
would result in “state socialism,” which he had warned against in
his 1928 presidential campaign.

In 1932 Hoover did support Congress’ establishment of the
Reconstruction Finance Corporation (RFC), which loaned money
to banks, businesses, and local government agencies. Beyond this
point Hoover would not go. In 1932 he vetoed the Garner-Wagner
bill to provide employment relief.

THE BONUS MARCH

In May 1932, 15,000 veterans camped near the capitol in Washington, D.C., to lobby for immediate payment
of their 1924 bonus (due in 1945). President Hoover ordered federal troops under General Douglas MacArthur to
disperse them with tear gas, bayonets, and six tanks. Hoover, trying to preserve order, was perceived as heartless.

IN A CHAIN REACTION, PEOPLE STOPPED BUYING AND STARTED SELLING STOCKS IN THE FALL OF 1929.

On October 24, 1929, panic selling resulted in 12.8 million shares of stocks changing hands.
Then came Black Tuesday, October 29, 1929. The stock market crashed, with a
record of 16 billion shares traded and billions of dollars in losses for the day.
The Dow index dropped from a 1929 high of 381 to a low of 41 by 1932.

Many who had bought on margin (credit) had to repay loans with
money they didn’t have—money they had speculated rising stocks
would bring them. What would they do? Despair set in.
There began a decade-long depression, so severe
it gained the name “Great Depression.”

Several factors, in addition to stock speculation, caused the stock market crash and depression, including:

! Worldwide depression caused by World War I. Debtor nations raised taxes
     so high, consumers had little to spend.
!  Technology resulted in overproduction—more than consumers could buy.
!  An agricultural surplus reduced farmers’ incomes, thus their purchasing power.
!  High tariffs reduced trade among nations.
! Widespread installment buying overloaded consumers with debt.
!  Loss of public confidence.
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 MANY HOMELESS PEOPLE
LIVED IN

CARDBOARD SHACKS
CALLED “HOOVERVILLES.”

TWENTY-FIVE
PERCENT OF ALL

BANKS
IN THE UNITED

STATES HAD CLOSED.

MORE THAN 12,000,000 PEOPLE
WERE UNEMPLOYED—ABOUT
ONE-THIRD OF ALL HEADS OF

HOUSEHOLDS.

 18–13  THE DEPRESSION IN 1932

BY SUMMER 1932, THE DEPRESSION REACHED ITS LOWEST POINT.

And 1932 was a presidential election year.
Without much enthusiasm, the Republicans nominated Herbert Hoover again.

The Democrats nominated New York Governor Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Theodore Roosevelt’s fifth cousin.
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 18–14  THE 1932 ELECTION

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT DEFEATED HERBERT HOOVER IN A LANDSLIDE.FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT DEFEATS HERBERT HOOVER IN A LANDSLIDE.

With his confident “Happy Days” theme song
and the promise of a “New Deal”

for the American people,
Franklin D. Roosevelt defeated Herbert Hoover
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18–15  FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT AND THE NEW DEAL

WHERE WILL HE TAKE US?

“I pledge you, I pledge myself, to a new deal for the American people.”—Franklin Delano Roosevelt, 1932

AND WHAT NEXT?

AMERICAN HISTORY IS QUITE AN ADVENTURE TALE.

America emerged from the Civil War
to an era of

westward settlement,
industrialization and urbanization,

scientific and technological progress,
artistic and humanitarian achievements,

reform efforts, global expansion,
and an activist government.

The early 20th century
witnessed a world war and major depression,

along with a new role for America as a world leader.
And the story goes on—into the 20th and 21st centuries.

Learn what happens in future accounts of Adventure Tales of America.
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“I have never had a feeling, politically,
that did not spring from sentiments embodied
in the Declaration of Independence.”
                                      —President Abraham Lincoln, 1861

The Declaration of Independence

The Constitution of the United States of America

Anti-Federalist and Federalist Writings

“In New England every citizen...is taught...his religion, the
history of his country, and the leading features of its
Constitution....It is extremely rare to find a man imperfectly
acquainted with all these things, and a person wholly ignorant of
them is a phenonomenon.”
                                                         —Alexis  de Tocqueville, 1830

KEY DOCUMENTS

“We are persuaded
that the people of so
large a continent, so
different in interests,
so distinct in habits,
cannot...legislate in
one body....”
          —John Mercer

“Providence has been
pleased to give this one
connected country to
one united people....”
                  —John Jay
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THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE, 1776

When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands which
have connected them with another, and to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station
to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature’s God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind
requires that they should declare the causes which impel them to the separation.

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator
with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. That to
secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the
governed, That whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the
People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its foundation on such principles and
organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness.
Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Governments long established should not be changed for light and
transient causes; and accordingly all experience hath shown, that mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils
are sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed. But when a long
train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same Object evinces a design to reduce them under
absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off such Government, and to provide new Guards
for their future security. Such has been the patient sufferance of these Colonies; and such is now the necessity
which constrains them to alter their former Systems of Government. The history of the present King of Great
Britain is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations, all having in direct object the establishment of an
absolute Tyranny over these States.To prove this, let Facts be submitted to a candid world.

He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most wholesome and necessary for the public good.

He has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of immediate and pressing importance, unless suspended in their
operation till his Assent should be obtained; and when so suspended, he has utterly neglected to attend to them.

He has refused to pass other Laws for the accommodation of large districts of people, unless those people would
relinquish the right of Representation in the Legislature, a right inestimable to them and formidable to tyrants
only.

He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual, uncomfortable, and distant from the depository of
their Public Records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing them into compliance with his measures.

He has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly, for opposing with manly firmness his invasions on the rights
of the people.

He has refused for a long time, after such dissolutions, to cause others to be elected; whereby the Legislative
powers, incapable of Annihilation, have returned to the People at large for their exercise; the State remaining in
the mean time exposed to all the dangers of invasion from without, and convulsions within.

He has endeavoured to prevent the population of these States; for that purpose obstructing the Laws for
Naturalization of Foreigners; refusing to pass others to encourage their migrations hither, and raising the
conditions of new Appropriations of Lands.

He has obstructed the Administration of Justice, by refusing his Assent to Laws for establishing Judiciary
powers.

He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for the tenure of their offices, and the amount and payment
of their salaries.

He has erected a multitude of New Offices, and sent hither swarms of Officers to harass our people, and eat out
their substance.

He has kept among us, in times of peace, Standing Armies without the Consent of our legislatures.

He has affected to render the Military independent of and superior to the Civil power.

In Congress, July 4, 1776
The Unanimous Declaration of the Thirteen United States of America
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THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE. 1776

He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction foreign to our constitution, and unacknowledged
by our laws; giving his Assent to their Acts of pretended Legislation:

For quartering large bodies of armed troops among us:

For protecting them, by a mock Trial, from Punishment for any Murders which they should commit on the
Inhabitants of these States:

For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the World:

For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent:

For depriving us in many cases, of the benefits of Trial by Jury:

For transporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended offences:

For abolishing the free System of English Laws in a neighbouring Province, establishing therein an Arbitrary
government, and enlarging its Boundaries so as to render it at once an example and fit instrument for
introducing the same absolute rule into these Colonies:

For taking away our Charters, abolishing our most valuable Laws, and altering fundamentally the Forms of
our Government:

For suspending our own Legislatures, and declaring themselves invested with Power to legislate for us in all
cases whatsoever.

He has abdicated Government here, by declaring us out of his Protection and waging War against us.

He has plundered our seas, ravaged our Coasts, burnt our towns, and destroyed the lives of our people.

He is at this time transporting large Armies of foreign Mercenaries to compleat the works of death, desolation
and tyranny, already begun with circumstances of Cruelty and perfidy scarcely paralleled in the most barbarous
ages, and totally unworthy the Head of a civilized nation.

He has constrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive on the high Seas to bear Arms against their Country, to
become the executioners of their friends and Brethren, or to fall themselves by their Hands.

He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and has endeavoured to bring on the inhabitants of our
frontiers, the merciless Indian Savages, whose known rule of warfare, is an undistinguished destruction of all
ages, sexes and conditions.

In every stage of these Oppressions We have Petitioned for Redress in the most humble terms: Our repeated
Petitions have been answered only by repeated injury.  A Prince, whose character is thus marked by every act
which may define a Tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free people.

Nor have We been wanting in our attentions to our British brethren.  We have warned them from time to time
of attempts by their legislature to extend an unwarrantable jurisdiction over us. We have reminded them of the
circumstances of our emigration and settlement here. We have appealed to their native justice and
magnanimity, and we have conjured them by the ties of our common kindred to disavow these usurpations,
which, would inevitably interrupt our connections and correspondence. They too have been deaf to the voice
of justice and of consanguinity. We must, therefore, acquiesce in the necessity, which denounces our
Separation, and hold them, as we hold the rest of mankind, Enemies in War, in Peace Friends.

We, Therefore, the Representatives of the united States of America, in General Congress, Assembled,
appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions, do, in the Name, and by the
Authority of the good People of these Colonies, solemnly publish and declare, That these United Colonies are,
and of Right ought to be, Free and Independent States; that they are Absolved from all Allegiance to the British
Crown, and that all political connection between them and the State of Great Britain, is and ought to be totally
dissolved; and that as Free and Independent States, they have full Power to levy War, conclude Peace, contract
Alliances, establish Commerce, and to do all other Acts and Things which Independent States may of right do.
And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of divine Providence, we
mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes, and our sacred Honor.
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We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, establish Justice,
insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defence, promote the general Welfare, and
secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and establish this
Constitution for the United States of America.

ARTICLE I: THE LEGISLATIVE BRANCH
Section 1. All legislative Powers herein granted shall be vested in a Congress of the United States, which

shall consist of a Senate and House of Representatives.

Section 2. The House of Representatives shall be composed of Members chosen every second Year by the
People of the several States, and the Electors in each State shall have the Qualifications requisite for Electors of
the most numerous Branch of the State Legislature.

No Person shall be a Representative who shall not have attained to the Age of twenty-five years, and have been
seven Years a Citizen of the United States, and who shall not, when elected, be an Inhabitant of that State in
which he shall be chosen.

Representatives and direct Taxes shall be apportioned among the several States which may be included within
this Union, according to their respective Numbers, which shall be determined by adding to the whole Number
of free Persons, including those bound to Service for a Term of Years, and excluding Indians not taxed, three-
fifths of all other Persons.  The actual Enumeration shall be made within three Years after the first Meeting of
the Congress of the United States, and within every subsequent Term of ten Years, in such Manner as they shall
by Law direct.  The Number of Representatives shall not exceed one for every thirty Thousand, but each State
shall have at Least one Representative; and until such enumeration shall be made, the State of New Hampshire
shall be entitled to choose three, Massachusetts eight, Rhode Island and Providence Plantations one,
Connecticut five, New York six, New Jersey four, Pennsylvania eight, Delaware one, Maryland six, Virginia ten,
North Carolina five, South Carolina five, and Georgia three.

When vacancies happen in the Representation from any State, the Executive Authority thereof shall issue Writs
of Election to fill such Vacancies.

The House of Representatives shall choose their Speaker and other Officers; and shall have the sole Power of
Impeachment.

Section 3. The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two Senators from each State, chosen by the
Legislature thereof, for six Years; and each Senator shall have one Vote.

Immediately after they shall be assembled in Consequence of the first Election, they shall be divided as equally
as may be into three Classes. The Seats of the Senators of the first Class shall be vacated at the Expiration of the
second Year, of the second Class at the Expiration of the fourth Year, and of the third Class at the Expiration of
the sixth Year, so that one third may be chosen every second Year; and if Vacancies happen by Resignation, or
otherwise, during the Recess of the Legislature of any State, the Executive thereof may make temporary
Appointments until the next Meeting of the Legislature, which shall then fill such Vacancies.

No Person shall be a Senator who shall not have attained to the Age of thirty Years, and been nine Years a
Citizen of the United States, and who shall not, when elected, be an Inhabitant of that State for which he shall
be chosen.

The Vice President of the United States shall be President of the Senate, but shall have no Vote, unless they be
equally divided.

The Senate shall choose their other Officers, and also a President pro tempore, in the absence of the Vice
President, or when he shall exercise the Office of President of the United States.

THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

PREAMBLE
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The Senate shall have the sole Power to try all Impeachments.  When sitting for that Purpose, they shall be on
Oath or Affirmation. When the President of the United States is tried, the Chief Justice shall preside:  And no
Person shall be convicted without the Concurrence of two thirds of the Members present.

Judgment in Cases of Impeachment shall not extend further than to removal from Office, and disqualification
to hold and enjoy any Office of Honor, Trust or Profit under the United States: but the Party convicted shall
nevertheless be liable and subject to Indictment, Trial, Judgment and Punishment, according to Law.

Section 4. The Times, Places and Manner of holding Elections for Senators and Representatives, shall be
prescribed in each State by the Legislature thereof; but the Congress may at any time by Law make or alter such
Regulations, except as to the Place of choosing Senators.

The Congress shall assemble at least once in every Year, and such Meeting shall be on the first Monday in
December, unless they shall by Law appoint a different Day.

Section 5. Each House shall be the Judge of the Elections, Returns and Qualifications of its own Members,
and a Majority of each shall constitute a Quorum to do Business; but a smaller number may adjourn from day
to day, and may be authorized to compel the Attendance of absent Members, in such Manner, and under such
Penalties as each House may provide.

Each House may determine the Rules of its Proceedings, punish its Members for disorderly Behavior, and with
the concurrence of two thirds, expel a Member.

Each House shall keep a Journal of its Proceedings, and from time to time publish the same, excepting such
Parts as may in their Judgment require Secrecy; and the Yeas and Nays of the Members of either House on any
question shall, at the Desire of one fifth of those Present, be entered on the Journal.

Neither House, during the Session of Congress, shall, without the Consent of the other, adjourn for more than
three days, nor to any other Place than that in which the two Houses shall be sitting.

Section 6. The Senators and Representatives shall receive a Compensation for their Services, to be
ascertained by Law, and paid out of the Treasury of the United States.  They shall in all Cases, except Treason,
Felony and Breach of the Peace, be privileged from Arrest during their Attendance at the Session of their
respective Houses, and in going to and returning from the same; and for any Speech or Debate in either House,
they shall not be questioned in any other Place.

No Senator or Representative shall, during the Time for which he was elected, be appointed to any civil Office
under the authority of the United States, which shall have been created, or the Emoluments whereof shall have
encreased during such time; and no Person holding any Office under the United States, shall be a Member of
either House during his Continuance in Office.

Section 7. All Bills for raising Revenue shall originate in the House of Representatives; but the Senate may
propose or concur with Amendments as on other Bills.

Every Bill which shall have passed the House of Representatives and the Senate, shall, before it become a Law,
be presented to the President of the United States; If he approves he shall sign it, but if not he shall return it,
with his Objections to that House in which it shall have originated, who shall enter the Objections at large on
their Journal, and proceed to reconsider it.  If after such Reconsideration two thirds of that House shall agree to
pass the bill, it shall be sent, together with the Objections, to the other House, by which it shall likewise be
reconsidered, and if approved by two thirds of that House, it shall become a Law.  But in all such Cases the
votes of both Houses shall be determined by Yeas and Nays, and the Names of the Persons voting for and
against the Bill shall be entered on the Journal of each House respectively.  If any Bill shall not be returned by
the President within ten Days (Sundays excepted) after it shall have been presented to him, the Same shall be a
Law, in like Manner as if he had signed it, unless the Congress by their Adjournment prevent its Return, in
which Case it shall not be a Law.

Every Order, Resolution, or Vote to which the Concurrence of the Senate and House of Representatives may be
necessary (except on a question of Adjournment) shall be presented to the President of the United States; and

THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
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before the Same shall take Effect, shall be approved by him, or being disapproved by him, shall be repassed by
two thirds of the Senate and House of Representatives, according to the Rules and Limitations prescribed in
the Case of a Bill.

Section 8. The Congress shall have Power to lay and collect Taxes, Duties, Imposts and Excises, to pay the
Debts and provide for the common Defence and general welfare of the United State; but all Duties, Imposts and
Excises shall be uniform throughout the United States

To borrow money on the credit of the United States;

To regulate Commerce with foreign Nations, and among the several States, and with the Indian Tribes;

To establish a uniform rule of Naturalization, and uniform Laws on the subject of Bankruptcies throughout the
United States;

To coin Money, regulate the Value thereof, and of foreign Coin, and fix the Standard of Weights and Measures;

To provide for the Punishment of counterfeiting the Securities and current Coin of the United States;

To establish Post Offices and post Roads;

To promote the Progress of Science and useful Arts, by securing for limited Times to Authors and Inventors the
exclusive Right to their respective Writing and Discoveries;

To constitute Tribunals inferior to the Superior Court;

To define and punish Piracies and Felonies committed on the high Seas, and Offenses against the Law of
Nations;

To declare War, grant Letters of Marque and Reprisal, and make Rules concerning Captures on Land and Water;

To raise and support Armies, but no Appropriation of Money to that Use shall be for a longer Term than two
years;

To provide and maintain a Navy;

To make Rules for the Government and Regulation of the land and naval Forces;

To provide for calling forth the Militia to execute the Laws of the Union, suppress Insurrections and repel
Invasions;

To provide for organizing, arming, and disciplining the Militia, and for governing such Part of them as may be
employed in the Service of the United States, reserving to the States respectively, the Appointment of the
Officers, and the Authority of training the Militia according to the discipline prescribed by Congress;

To Exercise the exclusive Legislation in all Cases whatsoever, over such District (not exceeding ten Miles square)
as may, by Cession of particular States, and the acceptance of Congress, become the Seat of the Government of
the United States, and to exercise like Authority over all Places purchased by the Consent of the Legislature of
the State in which the Same shall be, for the Erection of Forts, Magazines, Arsenals, dock-Yards, and other
needful Buildings; And

To make all Laws which shall be necessary and proper for carrying into Execution the foregoing Powers, and all
other Powers vested by this Constitution in the Government of the United States, or in any Department or
Officer thereof.

Section 9. The Migration or Importation of such Persons as any of the States now existing shall think proper
to admit, shall not be prohibited by the Congress prior to the year one thousand eight hundred and eight, but a
tax or duty may be imposed on such Importation, not exceeding ten dollars for each Person.

The privilege of the Writ of Habeas Corpus shall not be suspended unless when in Cases of Rebellion or
Invasion the public Safety may require it.

No Bill of Attainder or ex post facto Law shall be passed.

THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
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No capitation, or other direct, Tax shall be laid, unless in Proportion to the Census of Enumeration herein
before directed to be taken.

No capitation, or other direct, Tax shall be laid, unless in Proportion to the Census of Enumeration herein
before directed to be taken.

No Tax or Duty shall be laid on Articles exported from any State.

No Preference shall be given by any Regulation of Commerce or Revenue to the Ports of one State over those
of another; nor shall Vessels bound to, or from, one State, be obliged to enter, clear, or pay Duties in another.

No Money shall be drawn from the Treasury, but in Consequence of Appropriations made by Law; and a
regular Statement and Account of the Receipts and Expenditures of all public Money shall be published from
time to time.

No Title of Nobility shall be granted by the United States: And no Person holding any Office of Profit or
Trust under them, shall, without the Consent of the Congress, accept of any present, Emolument, Office, or
Title, of any kind whatever, from any King, Prince, or foreign State.

Section 10. No State shall enter into any Treaty, Alliance, or Confederation; grant Letters of Marque and
Reprisal; coin Money; emit Bills of Credit; make any Thing but gold and silver Coin a Tender in Payment of
Debts; pass any Bill of Attainder, ex post facto Law, or Law impairing the Obligation of Contracts or grant
any Title of Nobility.

No State shall, without the Consent of the Congress, lay any Imposts or Duties on Imports or Exports, except
what may be absolutely necessary for executing its inspection Laws: and the net Produce of all Duties and
Imposts, laid by any State on Imports or Exports, shall be for the Use of the Treasury of the United States; and
all such Laws shall be subject to the Revision and Control of the Congress.

No State shall, without the Consent of Congress, lay any duty of Tonnage, keep Troops, or Ships of War in
time of Peace, enter into any Agreement or Compact with another State, or with a foreign Power, or engage in
War, unless actually invaded, or in such imminent Danger as will not admit of delay.

ARTICLE II: EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT

Section 1. The executive Power shall be vested in a President of the United States of America.  He shall
hold his Office during the Term of four Years, and, together with the Vice President, chosen for the same
Term, be elected, as follows.

Each State shall appoint, in such Manner as the Legislature thereof may direct, a Number of Electors, equal to
the whole Number of Senators and Representatives to which the State may be entitled in the Congress: but no
Senator or Representative, or Person holding an office of Trust or Profit under the United States, shall be
appointed an Elector.

The Electors shall meet in their respective States, and vote by Ballot for two persons, of whom one at least
shall not be an Inhabitant of the same State with themselves.  And they shall make a List of all the Persons
voted for, and of the Number of Votes for each; which List they shall sign and certify, and transmit sealed to
the Seat of the Government of the United States, directed to the President of the Senate.  The President of the
Senate shall, in the Presence of the Senate and House of Representatives, open all the Certificates, and the
Votes shall then be counted.  The person having the greatest Number of Votes shall be the President, if such
Number be a Majority of the whole Number of Electors appointed; and if there be more than one who have
such Majority, and have an equal number of Votes, then the House of Representatives shall immediately
choose by Ballot one of them for President; and if no Person have a Majority, then from the five highest on
the List the said House shall in like Manner choose the President.  But in choosing the President, the Votes
shall be taken by States, the Representation from each State having one Vote; a quorum for this Purpose shall
consist of a Member or Members from two thirds of the States, and a Majority of all the States shall be
necessary to a Choice.  In every Case, after the Choice of the President, the Person having the Greatest
Number of Votes of the Electors shall be the Vice President. But if there should remain two or more who have

THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
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equal Votes, the Senate shall choose from them by Ballot the Vice President.

The Congress may determine the Time of choosing the Electors, and the Day on which they shall give their
Votes; which Day shall be the same throughout the United States.

No person except a natural born Citizen, or a Citizen of the United States, at the time of the adoption of this
Constitution, shall be eligible to the Office of President; neither shall any Person be eligible to that Office who
shall not have attained to the Age of Thirty-five Years, and been fourteen Years a Resident within the United
States. In a Case of the Removal of the President from Office, or of his Death, Resignation, or Inability to
discharge the Powers and Duties of the said Office, the same shall devolve on the Vice-President, and the
Congress may by Law provide for the Case of Removal, Death, Resignation or Inability, both of the President
and the  Vice President, declaring what Officer shall then act as President, and such Officer shall act
accordingly, until the Disability be removed, or a President shall be elected.

The President shall, at stated Times, receive for his Services, a Compensation, which shall neither be encreased
nor diminished during the Period for which he shall have been elected, and he shall not receive within that
Period any other Emolument from the United States, or any of them.

Before he enter on the Execution of his Office, he shall take the following Oath or Affirmation: “I do solemnly
swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully execute the Office of the President of the United States, and will to the
best of my Ability, preserve, protect and defend the Constitution of the United States.”

Section 2. The President shall be Commander in Chief of the Army and Navy of the United States, and of
the Militia of the several States, when called into the actual Service of the United States; he may require the
Opinion in writing, of the principal Officer in each of the executive Departments, upon any subject relating to
the Duties of their respective Offices, and he shall have Power to Grant Reprieves and Pardons for Offenses
against the United States, except in Cases of Impeachment.

He shall have Power, by and with the Advice and Consent of the Senate, to make Treaties, provided two thirds
of the Senators present concur; and he shall nominate, and by and with the Advice and Consent of the Senate,
shall appoint Ambassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls, Judges of the supreme Court, and all other
Officers of the United States, whose Appointments are not herein otherwise provided for, and which shall be
established by Law: but the Congress may by Law vest the Appointment of such inferior Officers, as they think
proper, in the President alone, in the Courts of Law, or in the Heads of Departments.

The President shall have Power to fill up all Vacancies that may happen during the Recess of the Senate, by
granting commissions which shall expire at the End of their next Session.

Section 3. He shall from time to time give to the Congress Information of the State of the Union, and
recommend to their Consideration such Measures as he shall judge necessary and expedient; he may, on
extraordinary Occasions, convene both Houses, or either of them, and in Case of Disagreement between them,
with Respect to the Time of Adjournment, he may adjourn them to such Time as he shall think proper; he
shall receive Ambassadors and other public Ministers; he shall take Care that the Laws be faithfully executed,
and shall Commission all the Officers of the United States.

Section 4. The President, Vice President and all other civil Officers of the United States, shall be removed
from Office on Impeachment for, and Conviction of, Treason, Bribery, or other high Crimes and
Misdemeanors.

ARTICLE III: JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT

Section 1. The judicial Power of the United States, shall be vested in one supreme Court, and in such
inferior Courts as the Congress may from time to time ordain and establish.  The Judges, both of the supreme
and inferior Courts, shall hold their offices during good Behavior, and shall, at stated Times, receive for their
services, a Compensation, which shall not be diminished during their Continuance in Office.

Section 2. The judicial Power shall extend to all Cases, in Law and Equity, arising under this Constitution,
the Laws of the United States, and Treaties made, or which shall be made, under their Authority;—to all
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Cases affecting Ambassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls; all cases of admiralty and maritime
Jurisdiction;—to Controversies to which the United States shall be a Party;—to Controversies between two or
more States;—between a State and Citizens of another state;—between Citizens of different states;—between
Citizens of the same State claiming Lands under Grants of different States, and between a State, or the Citizens
thereof, and foreign States, Citizens or Subjects.In all Cases affecting Ambassadors, other public Ministers and
Consuls, and those in which a State shall be Party, the supreme Court shall have original Jurisdiction.  In all
the other Cases before mentioned, the supreme Court shall have appellate Jurisdiction, both as to Law and
Fact, with such Exceptions, and under such Regulations as the Congress shall make.

The trial of all Crimes, except in cases of Impeachment, shall be by Jury; and such Trial shall be held in the
State where the said Crimes shall have been committed; but when not committed within any State, the Trial
shall be at such Place or Places as the Congress may by Law have directed.

Section 3. Treason against the United States, shall consist only in levying War against them, or in adhering
to their Enemies, giving them Aid and Comfort.  No Person shall be convicted of Treason unless on the
Testimony of two Witnesses to the same overt Act, or on Confession in open Court.

The Congress shall have Power to declare the Punishment of Treason, but no Attainder of Treason shall work
Corruption of Blood, or Forfeiture except during the Life of the Person attainted.

ARTICLE IV: RELATIONS AMONG THE STATES

Section 1. Full Faith and Credit shall be given in each State to the public Acts, Records, and judicial
 Proceedings of every other State.  And the Congress may by general Laws prescribe the Manner in which such
Acts, Records and Proceedings shall be proved, and the Effect thereof.

Section 2. The Citizens of each State shall be entitled to all Privileges and Immunities of Citizens in the
several States.

A Person charged in any State with Treason, Felony or other Crime, who shall flee from Justice, and be found
in another State, shall on demand of the executive Authority of the State from which he fled, be delivered up,
to be removed to the State having Jurisdiction of the Crime.

No Person held in Service or Labour in one State, under the laws thereof, escaping into another, shall, in
Consequence of any Law or Regulation therein, be discharged from such Service or Labour, but shall be
delivered up on Claim of the Party to whom such Service or Labour may be due.

Section 3. New States may be admitted by the Congress into this Union; but no new State shall be formed
or erected within the Jurisdiction of any other State; nor any State be formed by the Junction of two or more
States, or parts of States, without the Consent of Legislatures of the States concerned as well as of the Congress.

The Congress shall have Power to dispose of and make all needful Rules and Regulations respecting the
Territory or other Property belonging to the United States; and nothing in this Constitution shall be so
construed as to Prejudice any Claims of the United States, or of any particular State.

Section 4. The United States shall guarantee to every State in this Union a Republican Form of
Government, and shall protect each of them against Invasion; and on Application of the Legislature, or of the
Executive (when the Legislature cannot be convened) against domestic Violence.

ARTICLE V: AMENDING THE CONSTITUTION

The Congress, whenever two thirds of both Houses shall deem it necessary, shall propose Amendments to this
Constitution, or, on the Application of the Legislatures of two thirds of the several States, shall call a
Convention for proposing Amendments, which, in either Case, shall be valid to all Intents and Purposes, as
part of this Constitution, when ratified by the Legislatures of three fourths of the several States, or by
Conventions in three fourths thereof, as the one or the other Mode of Ratification may be proposed by the
Congress:  Provided that no Amendment which may be made prior to the Year One thousand eight hundred
and eight shall in any Manner affect the first and fourth Clauses in the Ninth Section of the first Article; and
that no State, without its consent, shall be deprived of its equal Suffrage in the Senate.
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ARTICLE VI: GENERAL PROVISIONS

All Debts contracted and Engagements entered into, before the Adoption of this Constitution, shall be as
valid against the United States under this Constitution, as under the Confederation.

This Constitution, and the Laws of the United States which shall be made in Pursuance thereof; and all
Treaties made, or which shall be made, under the Authority of the United States, shall be the supreme law of
the Land; and the Judges in every State shall be bound thereby, any Thing in the Constitution or Laws of
any State to the Contrary notwithstanding.

The Senators and Representatives before mentioned, and the Members of the several State Legislatures, and
all executive and judicial Officers, both of the United States and of the several States, shall be bound by
Oath or Affirmation, to support this Constitution; but no religious Test shall ever be required as a
Qualification to any Office or public Trust under the United States.

ARTICLE VII: RATIFICATION

The Ratification of the Conventions of nine States shall be sufficient for the Establishment of this
Constitution between the States so ratifying the Same.

DONE in Convention by Unanimous Consent of the States present the Seventeenth Day of September in
the Year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and eighty-seven and of the Independence of the United
States of America the Twelfth.  In Witness whereof We have hereunto subscribed our Names.
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AMENDMENTS

AMENDMENT I (1791)
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof: or
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to
petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

AMENDMENT II (1791)
 A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the
 people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.

AMENDMENT III (1791)
No soldier shall, in time of peace, be quartered in any house, without the consent of the Owner, nor in time
of war, but in a manner to be prescribed by law.

AMENDMENT IV (1791)
The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches
and seizures, shall not be violated, and no Warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause, supported by Oath
or affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be searched, and the persons or things to be seized.

AMENDMENT V (1791)
No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infamous crime, unless on a presentment or
indictment of a Grand Jury, except in cases arising in the land or naval forces, or in the Militia, when in actual
service in time of War or public danger; nor shall any person be subject for the same offence to be twice put in
jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be compelled in any criminal case to be a witness against himself, nor be
deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor shall private property be taken for public
use, without just compensation.

AMENDMENT VI (1791)
In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury
of the State and district wherein the crime shall have been committed, which district shall have been
previously ascertained by law, and to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; to be confronted
with the witnesses against him; to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and to have
the Assistance of Counsel for his defense.

AMENDMENT VII (1791)
In suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury
shall be preserved, and no fact tried by a jury, shall be otherwise reexamined in any court of the United States,
than according to rules of the common law.

AMENDMENT VIII (1791)
Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted.

AMENDMENT IX (1791)
The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall not be construed to deny or disparage others
retained by the people.

AMENDMENT X (1791)
The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are
reserved to the States respectively, or to the people.
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AMENDMENT XI 1798)

The Judicial power of the United States shall not be construed to extend to any suit in law or equity,
commenced or prosecuted against one of the United States by Citizens of another State, or by Citizens or
Subjects of any Foreign State.

AMENDMENT XII (1804)

The Electors shall meet in their respective states and vote by ballot for President and Vice-President, one of
whom, at least, shall not be an inhabitant of the same state with themselves; they shall name in their ballots
the person voted for as President, and in distinct ballots the person voted for as Vice-President, and they shall
make distinct lists of all persons voted for as President, and of all persons voted for as Vice-President, and of
the number of votes for each, which lists they shall sign and certify, and transmit sealed to the seat of the
government of the United States, directed to the President of the Senate; The President of the Senate shall, in
the presence of the Senate and House of Representative, open all the certificates and the votes shall then be
counted; The person having the greatest number of votes for President, shall be the President, if such number
be a majority of the whole number of Electors appointed; and if no person have such majority, then from the
persons having the highest numbers not exceeding three on the list of those voted for a President, the House of
Representatives shall choose immediately, by ballot, the President.  But in choosing the President, the votes
shall be taken by states, the representation from each state having one vote; a quorum for this purpose shall
consist of a member or members form two-thirds of the states, and a majority of all the states shall be
necessary to a choice.  And if the House of Representatives shall not choose a President whenever the right of
choice shall devolve upon them, before the fourth day of March next following, then the Vice-President shall
act as President, as in the case of the death or other constitutional disability of the President: The person
having the greatest number of votes as Vice-President, shall be the Vice-President, if such number be a
majority of the whole number of Electors appointed, and if no person have a majority, then from the two
highest number on the list, the Senate shall choose the Vice-President; a quorum for the purpose shall consist
of two-thirds of the whole number of Senators, and a majority of the whole number shall be necessary to a
choice.  But no person constitutionally ineligible to the office of President shall be eligible to that of Vice-
President of the United States.

AMENDMENT XIII (1865)

Section 1. Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for crime whereof the party
shall have been duly convicted, shall exist within the United States, or any place subject to their jurisdiction.

Section 2. Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.

AMENDMENT XIV (1868)

Section 1. All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are
citizens of the United States and of the State wherein they reside.  No state shall make or enforce any law
which shall abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of the United States; nor shall any State deprive
any person of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor deny any person within its jurisdiction
the equal protection of the laws.

Section 2. Representatives shall be apportioned among the several States according to their respective
numbers, counting the whole number of persons in each State, excluding Indians not taxed.  But when the
right to vote at any election for the choice of electors for President and Vice-President of the United States,
Representatives in Congress, the Executive and Judicial officers of a State, or the members of the Legislature
thereof, is denied to any of the male inhabitants of such State, being twenty-one years of age, and citizens of
the United States, or in any way abridged, except for participation in rebellion, or other crime, the basis of
representation therein shall be reduced in the proportion which the number of such male citizens shall bear to
the whole number of male citizens twenty-one years of age in such state.
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Section 3. No person shall be a Senator or Representative in Congress, or elector of President and Vice-
President, or hold any office, civil or military, under the United States, or under any State, who having
previously taken an oath, as a member of Congress, or as an officer of the United States, or as a member of any
State legislature, or as an executive or judicial officer of any State, to support the Constitution of the United
States, shall have engaged in insurrection or rebellion against the same, or given aid or comfort to the enemies
thereof. But Congress may by a vote of two-thirds of each House, remove such a disability.

Section 4. The validity of the public debt of the United States, authorized by law, including debts incurred
for payment of pensions and bounties for services in suppressing insurrection or rebellion, shall not be
questioned.  But neither the United States nor any State shall assume or pay any debt or obligation incurred in
aid of insurrection or rebellion against the United States, or any claim for the loss or emancipation of any slave;
but all such debts, obligations and claims shall be held illegal and void.

Section 5. The Congress shall have power to enforce, by appropriate legislation, the provisions of this article.

AMENDMENT XV (1870)

Section 1. The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United
States or by any State on account of race, color, or previous condition of servitude.

Section 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.

AMENDMENT XVI (1913)
The Congress shall have power to lay and collect taxes on incomes, from whatever source derived, without
apportionment among the several States, and without regard to any census or enumeration.

AMENDMENT XVII (1913)
The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two Senators from each State, elected by the people
thereof, for six years; and each Senator shall have one vote.  The electors in each State shall have the
qualifications requisite for electors of the most numerous brand of the State legislature.

When vacancies happen in the representation of any State in the Senate, the Executive authority of such State
shall issue writs of election to fill such vacancies:  Provided, That the legislature of any State may empower the
executive thereof to make temporary appointments until the people fill the vacancies by election as the
legislature may direct.

This amendment shall not be so construed as to affect the election or term of any Senator chosen before it
comes valid as part of the Constitution.

AMENDMENT XVIII (1919)

Section 1.  After one year from the ratification of this article, the manufacture, sale, or transportation of
intoxicating liquors within, the importation thereof into, or the exportation thereof from the United States and
all territory subject to the jurisdiction thereof for beverage purposes is hereby prohibited.

Section 2. The Congress and the several States shall have concurrent power to enforce this article by
appropriate legislation.

Section 3. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratified as an amendment to the
Constitution by the legislatures of several States, as provided in the Constitution, within seven years from the
date of the submission hereof to the States by the Congress.

AMENDMENT XIX (1920)
The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any
State on account of sex.

Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.
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AMENDMENT XX (1933)

Section 1. The terms of President and Vice-President shall end at noon on the 20th day of January, and the
terms of Senators and Representatives at noon on the 3rd day of January, of the years in which such terms
would have ended; if this article had not been ratified; and the terms of their successors shall then begin.

Section 2. The Congress shall assemble at least once in every year, and such meeting shall begin at noon on
the 3rd day of January, unless they shall by law appoint a different day.

Section 3. If, at the time fixed for the beginning of the term of the President, the President elect shall have
died, the Vice-President elect shall become President. If a President shall not have been chosen before the time
fixed for the beginning of his term, or if the President elect shall have failed to qualify, then the Vice-President
elect shall act as President until a President shall have qualified; and the Congress may by law provide for the
case wherein neither a President elect nor a Vice-President elect shall have qualified, declaring who shall then
act as President, or the manner in which one who is to act shall be selected, and such person shall act
accordingly until a President or Vice-President shall have qualified.

Section 4. The Congress may by law provide for the case of the death of any of the persons from whom the
House of Representatives may choose a President whenever the right of choice shall have devolved upon them,
and for the case of the death of any of the person from whom the Senate may choose a Vice-President
whenever the right of choice shall have devolved upon them.

Section 5. Sections 1 and 2 shall take effect on the 15th day of October following the ratification of this
article.

Section 6. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratified as an amendment to the
Constitution by the legislatures of three-fourths of the several States within seven years from the date of its
submission.

AMENDMENT XXI (1933)

Section 1. The eighteenth article of amendment to the Constitution of the United States is hereby repealed.

Section 2. The transportation or importation into any State, Territory, or possession of the United States for
delivery or use therein of intoxicating liquors, in violation of the laws thereof, is hereby prohibited.

Section 3. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratified as an amendment to the
Constitution by conventions in the several States, as provided in the Constitution, within seven years from the
date of the submission hereof to the States by the Congress.

AMENDMENT XXII (1951)

Section 1. No person shall be elected to the office of the President more than twice, and no person who has
held the office of President, or acted as President, for more than two years of a term to which some other
person was elected President shall be elected to the office of the President more than once.  But this Article
shall not apply to any person holding the office of President when this Article was proposed by the Congress,
and shall not prevent any person who may be holding the office of President, or acting as President, during the
term within which this Article becomes operative from holding the office of President or acting as President
during the remainder of such term.

Section 2. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratified as an amendment to the
Constitution by the legislatures of three-fourths of the several States within seven years from the date of its
submission to the States by the Congress.

AMENDMENT XXIII (1961)

Section 1. The District constituting the seat of Government of the United States shall appoint in such
manner as the Congress may direct:
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A number of electors of President and Vice-President equal to the whole number of Senators and
Representatives in Congress to which the District would be entitled if it were a State, but in no event more
than the least populous State; they shall be in addition to those appointed by the States, but they shall be
considered, for the purposes of the election of President and Vice-President, to be electors appointed by a
State; and they shall meet in the District and perform such duties as provided by the twelfth article of
amendment.

Section 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.

AMENDMENT XXIV (1964)

Section 1. The rights of citizens of the United States to vote in any primary or other election for President
or Vice President, for electors for President or Vice president, or for senator or representative in Congress,
shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or any state by reason of failure to pay any poll tax or
other tax.

Section 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.

AMENDMENT XXV (1967)

Section 1. In case of the removal of the President from office or of his death or resignation, the Vice
President shall become President.

Section 2. Whenever there is a vacancy in the office of Vice President, the President shall nominate a Vice
President who shall take office upon confirmation by a majority vote of both Houses of Congress.

Section 3. Whenever the President transmits to the President pro tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of
the House of Representatives his written declaration that he is unable to discharge the powers and duties of
his office, and until he transmits to them a written declaration to the contrary, such powers and duties shall be
discharged by the Vice President as Acting President.

Section 4. Whenever the Vice President and a majority of either the principal officers of the executive
departments or of such other body as Congress may by law provide, transmit to the President pro tempore of
the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives their written declaration that the President is
unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office, the Vice President shall immediately assume the
powers and duties of the office as Acting President.

Thereafter, when the President transmits to the President pro tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the
House of Representatives his written declaration that no inability exists, he shall resume the powers and duties
of his office unless the Vice President and a majority of either the principal officers of the executive
department or of such other body as Congress may by law provide, transmit within four days to the President
pro tempore of the Senate and Speaker of the House of Representatives their written declaration that the
president is unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office. Thereupon, Congress shall decide the
issue, assembling within forty-eight hours for that purpose, if not in session. If the Congress, within twenty-
one days after receipt of the latter written declaration, or, if Congress is not in session, within twenty-one days
after Congress is required to assemble, determines by two-thirds vote of both Houses that the President is
unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office, the Vice President shall continue to discharge the same
as Acting President; otherwise, the President shall resume the powers and duties of his office.

AMENDMENT XXVI (1971)

Section 1. The right of citizens of the United States who are eighteen years of age or older to vote shall not
be denied or abridged by the United States or by any state on account of age.

Section 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.

AMENDMENT XXVII (1992; originally proposed in 1789)

 No law, varying the compensation for the services of the Senators and Representatives, shall take effect,
until an election of representatives shall have intervened.
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ANTI-FEDERALIST WRITINGS

PATRICK HENRY, Speech to the Virginia ratifying
                               convention, 1788

“...And here I would make this
inquiry of those worthy characters
who composed a part of the late
federal Convention.  I am sure
they were fully impressed with the
necessity of forming a great

GEORGE MASON, Speech to the Virginia
                               ratifying convention, 1788

“Mr. Chairman, whether the
Constitution be good or bad, the
present clause clearly discovers that it is
a national government and no longer a
confederation.  I mean that clause
which gives the first hint of the general

“...It is to be observed that when the
people shall adopt the proposed
Constitution it will be their last and
supreme act; it will be adopted not by
the people of the New Hampshire,
Massachusetts, etc., but by the people
of the United States; and wherever this
Constitution, or any part of it, shall be
incompatible with the ancient customs,
rights, the laws, or the constitutions

RICHARD HENRY LEE, Letters from the Federal
                 Farmer to the Republican, October 12, 1787

JOHN MERCER, To the members of the
                 conventions of New York and Virginia, 1788

WILLIAM FINDLEY, ROBERT WHITEHILL, and
JOHN SMILIE, “The Address and Reasons of Dissent
                    of the Minority of the State of Pennsylvania
                    to the Constituents,” 1787

“...The powers of Congress under the new Constitution
are complete and unlimited over the purse and sword, and
are perfectly independent of and supreme over the state
governments, whose intervention in these great points is
entirely destroyed.  By virtue of their power of taxation,
Congress may command the whole or any part of the
property of the people.  They may impose what imposts
upon commerce, they may impose what land taxes, poll
taxes, excises, duties on all written instruments and duties
on every other article that they may judge proper; in
short, every species of taxation, whether of an external
or internal nature, is comprised in Article I, Section 8....”

 government laying direct taxes. The assumption of this
power of laying direct taxes does, of itself, entirely
change the confederation of the states into one
consolidated government.  This power, being at
discretion, unconfined and without any kind of control,
must carry everything before it.  The very idea of
converting what was formerly a confederation to a
consolidated government is totally subversive of every
principle, which has hitherto governed us.

“This power is calculated to annihilate totally the state
governments.  Will the people of this great community
submit to be individually taxed by two different and
distinct powers? Will they suffer themselves to be doubly
harassed? These two concurrent powers cannot exist long
together; the one will destroy the other:  the general
government being paramount to and in every respect
more powerful than the state governments, the latter
must give way to the former.  Is it to be supposed that
one national government will suit so extensive a country,
embracing so many climates and containing inhabitants
so very different in manners, habits, and customs?...”

“...We are persuaded that the people of so large a
continent, so different in interests, so distinct in habits,
cannot in all cases legislate in one body by themselves or
their representatives.  By themselves, it is obviously
impracticable.  By their representatives, it will be found,
on investigation, equally so; for if these representatives
are to pursue the general interest without constitutional
checks and restraints, it must be done by a mutual
sacrifice of the interests, wishes, and prejudices of the
parts they represent....”

consolidated government instead of a confederation.
That this is a consolidated government is demonstrably
clear; and the danger of such a government is, to my
mind, very striking.  I have the highest veneration for
those gentlemen; but, sir, give me leave to demand—
What right had they to say, “We, the people”? My
political curiosity, exclusive of my anxious solicitude for
the public welfare, leads me to ask—Who authorized
them to speak the language of “We, the people,” instead
of “We, the states”? States are the characteristics and the
soul of a confederation....”

heretofore established in the United States, it will
entirely abolish them and do them away....”

The Constitution was submitted for ratification to thirteen states, nine of which had to approve for it to take effect.
Anti-federalists were those who opposed ratification because of their belief in limited power of the federal
government. They feared that the Constitution would establish a strong federal government limiting states’ rights
and individuals’ freedoms. Below are excerpts from selected speeches and writings that reflect some of their views.
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“...(It) may be concluded that a pure
democracy, by which I mean a society
consisting of a small number of citizens,
who assemble and administer the
government in person, can admit of no
cure for the mischiefs of faction.  A
common passion or interest will, in almost
every case, be felt by a majority of the
whole; a communication and concept
result from the form of government itself;
and there is nothing to check the
inducements to sacrifice the weaker party

FEDERALIST  WRITINGS

“...Providence has been pleased to give this
one connected country to one united
people—a people descended from the same
ancestors, speaking the same language,
professing the same religion, attached to the
same principles of government, very similar in
their manners and customs, and who, by their
joint counsels, arms, and efforts, fighting side
by side throughout a long and bloody war,
have nobly established general liberty and
independence.

ALEXANDER HAMILTON, Federalist Number 78

JOHN JAY, Federalist Number 2

JAMES MADISON, Federalist Number 10
their particular States, but will be unable to spread a
general conflagration through the other States. A
religious  sect may degenerate into a political faction in
a part of the Confederacy; but the variety of sects
dispersed over the entire face of it must secure the
national councils against any danger from that source.
A rage for paper money, for an abolition of debts, for an
equal division of property, or for any other improper or
wicked project, will be less apt
to pervade the whole body of the Union than a particular
member of it; in the same proportion as such a malady is
more likely to taint a particular county or district, than an
entire State....”or an obnoxious individual.  Hence it is that such

democracies have ever been spectacles of turbulence and
contention; have ever been found incompatible with
personal security or the rights of property; and have in
general been as short in their lives as they have been
violent in their deaths. Theoretic politicians, who have
patronized this species of government,  have erroneously
supposed that by reducing mankind to a perfect equality
in their political rights, they would, at the same time, be
perfectly equalized and assimilated in their possessions,
their opinions, and their passions.

“A republic, by which I mean a government in which
the scheme of representation takes place, opens a
different prospect, and promises the cure for which we
are seeking.  Let us examine the points in which it varies
from pure democracy, and we shall comprehend both the
nature of the cure and the efficacy, which it must derive
from the Union....

“Hence, it clearly appears, that the same advantage, which
a republic has over a democracy, in controlling the
effects of faction, is enjoyed by a large over a small
republic—is enjoyed by the Union over the States
composing it.  Does the advantage consist in the
substitution of representatives whose enlightened views
and virtuous sentiments render them superior to local
prejudices and to schemes of injustice? It will not be
denied that the representation of the Union will be
most likely to possess these requisite endowments. Does
it consist in the great security afforded by a greater variety
of parties, against the event of any one party being able
to outnumber and oppress the rest? In an equal degree
does the increased variety of parties comprised within
the Union increase this security? Does it, in fine, consist
in the greater obstacles opposed to the concert and
accomplishment of the secret wishes of an unjust and
interested majority? Here, again, the extent of the
Union gives it the most palpable advantage. The
influence of factious leaders may kindle a flame within

In 1787 and 1788 three Federalists (as supporters of the Constitution were called)—James Madison, Alexander
Hamilton, and John Jay—advocated ratification of the Constitution with 85 newspaper essays published under the
pseudonym Publius. Later these essays were published as The Federalist Papers. Below are excerpts from three of the essays.

“This country and this people seem to have been made
for each other, and it appears as if it was the design of
Providence, that an inheritance so proper and convenient
for a band of brethren, united to each other by the
strongest ties, should never be split into a number of
unsocial, jealous, and alien sovereignties....”

“...A constitution is, in fact, and
must be regarded by the judges,
as a fundamental law. It therefore
belongs to them to ascertain its
meaning, as well as the meaning
of any particular act proceeding
from the legislative body. If there
should happen to be an
irreconcilable variance between
the two, that which has the
superior obligation and validity ought, of course, to be
preferred; or, in other words, the Constitution ought
to be preferred to the statute, the intention of the
people to the intention of their agents....”





I-1

INDEX, 1876-1932

Abilene, 24
Adams, Andy, 24
Addams, Jane, 102, 108, 149, 190
Alaska, 128
American Federation of Labor, 91
American Philosophical Society, 34
Anderson, Marian, 161
Anthony, Susan B., 157, 159
Armistice, 215
Arthur, Chester A., 110, 115
automobile, 39
barbed wire, 7
Bell, Alexander Graham, 3, 33, 48
Bellamy, Edward, 93
Bessemer steel process, 69
Bessemer, Henry, 69
bicycle, 41
Black Hills, 13
Bolshevik Revolution, 207
Boxer Rebellion, 140
Bryan, William J., 125, 126, 138, 229
Buffalo Soldiers, 14
buffalo, 7, 9, 10
Burroughs, John, 51, 177
California, 10
capitalism 52, 57-62
Carnegie, Andrew, 63, 70-72
Cather, Willa, 29, 30
Catt, Carrie Chapman, 101, 151, 152
cattle frontier, 19, 22-28
Centennial, 3, 56
Chief Joseph, 13
child labor laws, 149, 196
citizenship, 99-101
Civil Service Act, 115, 116
Clemens, Samuel, 21
Cleveland, Grover, 110-117, 119
Coal Strike, 175
Cody, William F., 10, 16
Colt revolver, 7
command economy, 60
communism, 61, 62, 220
Communist Labor Party, 220
Compromise of 1877, 113
conservation, 177
Constitution, 34
Coolidge, Calvin, 225-230

Cooper, Peter, 38
Corliss steam engine, 3, 56
corporation, 65
cowboys, 22
Crazy Horse, 13
Cuba, 131-137
Custer, George A., 13
Darrow, Clarence, 229
Darwin, Charles, 64
Dawes Severalty Act, 15
Debs, Eugene, 62, 89, 93, 191
Declaration of Sentiments, 155
democracy, 58
Dewey, George, 137
Dodge City, 24
Dollar Diplomacy, 187
Douglass, Frederick, 154
DuBois, W.E.B., 160
Duke, James B., 65
economic systems, 60
Edison, Thomas A., 34-37, 42-51, 83
Edison, Mina, 50
Eighteenth Amendment, 144, 160
Eisenhower, Dwight D., 24, 85
Election of 1912, 191
Election of 1916, 211
electric light, 35, 50
farming frontier, 19, 29, 30
Federal Reserve Act, 195
federalism, 58
Fitzgerald, F. Scott, 228
Ford, Henry, 39, 42, 51, 63, 83, 84
Fourteen Points, 216 217
Franklin, Benjamin, 34
Turner, Frederick, J., 32, 33
free enterprise, 58
free market, 59
Firestone, Harvey, 51
frontier, 4-7, 19, 32
Fulton, Robert, 38
Garfield, James A, , 110, 114
Gentleman’s Agreement, 181
George, Henry, 93
Geronimo, 14
Gilman, Charlotte, 156
gold, 10, 13, 21
Goodnight-Loving Trail, 23, 25

Great American Desert, 7
Great Plains 7-9
Greeley, Horace, 4, 17, 29
Greenfield Village, 41-48
Hanna, Mark, 74, 125
Harding, Warren G., 222-225
Harlem Renaissance, 161
Harrison, Benjamin, 110, 118
Hawaii, 128, 137
Hayes, Rutherford B., 49, 110-113
Haymarket bombing, 90
Hearst, William Randolph, 131
Hickock, James Butler, 24
highways, 85
Homestead Act, 29
Homestead Strike, 92
Hoover, Herbert, 230, 231, 233-36
horizontal integration, 80
Hughes, Langston, 161
immigration restriction, 98
immigration, 94-98
Indian policies, 11
Indian removal, 11, 31
Indian warfare, 12
industrialization, 52-57, 65
Interstate Commerce Act, 81, 118,

123
invention, 34
Jefferson, Thomas, 101
Jim Crow laws, 160
Joplin, Scott, 161, 228
Kelley, Florence, 149
Kelly, William, 69
kinetograph, 50
kinetoscope, 50
King, Martin Luther, 101
Knights of Labor, 90
Ku Klux Klan, 220
labor unions, 87-92
Lenin, Vladimir, 207
Lincoln, Abraham, 34
Lincoln Highway, 85
Lindbergh, Charles A., 228
Little Bighorn, 12, 13
long drive, 24
Love, Nat, 22
Lusitania, 210



I-2

market economy, 60
Marx, Karl, 61, 93, 149
mass production 84
McClure’s Magazine, 145
McCoy, Elijah, 38
McKinley, William, 62, 125, 126,

132, 137-139, 171
Menlo Park, 48
Mexican crisis, 198
mining frontier, 19-21
monopoly, 65
Morgan, J. Pierpont, 72, 174, 182
Morrill Act of 1862, 121
Morse, Samuel F.B., 35, 36
motion pictures, 50
muckrakers, 145, 146
Muir, John, 177
Nast, Thomas, 107, 109
Nation, Carry A., 150
National Academy of Sciences, 34, 49
New Deal, 236, 237
New Freedom, 193
New Nationalism, 190
New South, 65
Nineteenth Amendment, 144, 152
Northern Securities Case, 175
Northwest Ordinance, 188
Oakley, Annie, 16
Oklahoma Land Rush, 31
Open Door Policy, 140
Paine, Thomas, 45
Palmer Raids, 220
Panama Canal, 179
patent, 34
Perkins, Frances, 149
Pershing, John J., 198, 214-215
philanthropy, 71, 72, 82
Philippine Islands, 134, 137-139
phonograph, 49
Plessy v. Ferguson, 160
political issues in Gilded Age, 111
political machines, 107
political parties in Gilded Age, 111
Pony Express, 36
populism, 120-124
Populist party, 124
profit, 58

progressive era amendments, 144
progressive movement, 142-161
Progressive party, 190
progressive reforms, 143
prohibition, 144, 150
Pueblo Indians, 8
Pulitzer, Joseph, 131
Pullman Strike, 92, 93
Pullman, George, 38, 92
Railroad Strike of 1877, 92
railroads, 18, 65-68
Rankin, Jeanette, 151
Red Scare, 220
Remington, Frederic, 25, 27, 131
republic, 58
reservations, 11
Riis, Jacob, 106, 146, 169, 170
Robinson, Jackie, 161
Rockefeller, John D., 63, 73-82, 145
Roosevelt Corollary, 180
Roosevelt, Franklin D., 62, 234-37
Roosevelt, Theodore, 26-28, 62, 106,

127, 133-136, 145, 162-183, 190,
191

Russell, Charles, 22
Russian Revolution, 207
Salvation Army, 108
Samuel Gompers, 89, 91, 169
Sanger, Margaret, 156
science, 34
Scopes Trial, 229
segregation, 160
Seventeenth Amendment, 144, 148
Sheridan, Philip, 13, 14
Sherman Antitrust Act, 81, 118
Sherman, William T., 10
silver, 21
Sioux War, 11
Sitting Bull, 13, 16
Sixteenth Amendment, 144, 189
Smith, Adam, 61
Smith, Thomas, 24
Smithsonian Institution, 34
Social Gospel Movement, 108
socialism, 61, 62, 93,
Spanish American War, 127-140
Spencer, Herbert, 84

Stanton, Elizabeth Cady, 153, 158
steamship, 38
submarine warfare, 209
Sumner, William, 62
Taft, William H., 184-191
Tarbell, Ida, 81, 146
technology, 34
telegraph 35, 36, 48
telephone, 35, 37, 48
tenements 106, 108, 146
territorial expansion, 128, 129, 137
Titusville, 77
Tom Thumb, 38
tradition economy, 60,
transcontinental railroads, 67, 68
Treaty of Versailles, 218, 224
trust, 65
Truth, Sojourner, 156
Twain, Mark, 3, 21
Tweed, William M., 107
urbanization, 102-108
Vanderbilt, Cornelius, 63, 66, 105
Vanderbilt, William, 63, 66, 105
vaqueros, 22
vertical integration, 79
Virginian, The, 25, 27
Walker, Madame C.J., 86
Washington Conference, 224
Washington, Booker T., 160
Washington, George, 34, 127
Weaver, James B., 124
Webb, Walter Prescott, 7
Wells-Barnett, Ida B., 160
West Orange, New Jersey, 50
Wilson, Woodrow, 192-198, 211-213,

216-218
windmill, 7
Wister, Owen, 25, 27
woman suffrage, 151-159
Woman’s Rights Movement, 153-159
Woodrow, Wilson, 127, 152
World War I homefront, 213
World War I, 199-219
Wounded Knee, 12-14
Wright, Orville, 40-41
Wright, Wilbur, 40-41
yellow journalism, 131
York, Alvin C., 215
Zimmerman Note, 211

INDEX, 1876-1932




