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1–10 THE FINAL ROUNDUP

General Philip Sheridan, in command of frontier
troops after the  Civil War, expressed his opinion about
reasons for the Indian wars:

African-American soldiers were
among the federal troops fighting
Indians who resisted going to the
reservations.

BUFFALO SOLDIERS
the Indians called them,
a name the soldiers grew proud
of because of the honored place
buffalo had in Indian life.

(Later, in the 1898 Spanish-
American War, Buffalo
Soldiers would charge up
Kettle Hill along with
Theodore Roosevelt.)

Indians resisting reservation life
fought fiercely. General Philip Sheridan
said, “Often a mere 50 Indians could
checkmate 3,000 soldiers.” They could
hang by the heel to one side of a horse
and shoot arrows under its neck. They
could do intricate cavalry maneuvers
controlled by secret signals.

Chief Joseph of the Nez Perce
Indians in Oregon and Idaho
was a courageous resister. In
1877 he led his tribe 1,000
miles toward Canada before
being captured.

He lamented:
“Hear me, my chiefs,
I am tired; my heart
is sick and sad.
From where the
sun now stands,
I will fight no
more forever.”

Geronimo was captured in 1886
and taken to the Oklahoma
reservation, where he grew
watermelons and taught a
Sunday School class in the Dutch
Reformed Church.

In 1904 Geronimo sold pictures of
himself at the St. Louis World’s
Fair, and in 1905 he rode in
President Theodore Roosevelt’s
inaugural parade.

Geronimo died at age 80 in 1909.CHIEF JOSEPH

GERONIMO

The Apaches of Arizona were the last to resist capture. Cochise went
to the reservation in 1872, but Geronimo continued to lead a war faction.

1890: The Battle of Wounded Knee
ended warfare with the Indians in a tragic way.

In 1884 the Interior Department had issued a
criminal code forbidding Indian religious practices.

Disregarding the code, Plains Indians turned to an
emotional religion as they faced an end to their way
of life. It emphasized the coming of a messiah, as well
as ghost dances, visions, and trances.

United States agents on the Sioux reservation feared
that the emotionalism might lead to an insurrection.
The federal troops they summoned killed 200
Dakota men, women, and children at a creek called
Wounded Knee in present-day South Dakota.
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1–11   CULMINATION OF INDIAN POLICIES

THE DAWES SEVERALTY ACT AND CITIZENSHIP

United States history is marked by steady territorial expansion westward. Expansion came at a high cost to
American Indians, for they were dispossessed of their lands through purchase, treaties, and force. The map
below shows the areas of land ceded by the Indians through 1890.

In 1887 Congress passed the Dawes Severalty Act in an attempt to help Indians assimilate, that is to
abandon collective, tribal society and become individual property owners—like white people.

The Dawes Severalty Act offered 160 acres of free land for heads of families and 80 acres for a single adult.
The land could not be sold for 25 years.

Limited citizenship accompanied the land, and in 1924 Congress granted full citizenship to all Indians.

How successful was the Dawes Act? By 1934, out of 138 million acres given to Indians under the Dawes Act,
86 million acres were in white hands. Therefore, in 1937 the government reversed itself and once again
encouraged tribal ownership.

INDIAN LAND CESSIONS

Land ceded by the Indians
quickly filled with a steady
stream of
    miners,
        cowboys, and
               farmers—
all moving westward
to advance their fortunes.
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1–12 BUFFALO BILL’S WILD WEST SHOW

HISTORY AS SHOW BUSINESS: BUFFALO BILL’S WILD WEST EXHIBITION

WILLIAM F. CODY

“BUFFALO BILL”

1846-1917

I WAS THERE!

Two of the show’s most popular stars
were CHIEF SITTING BULL,
who toured briefly in 1885,

and
sharpshooter

ANNIE OAKLEY.

Buffalo Bill wanted to preserve the West’s frontier history, and he did so with great success.
He created a living history exhibition of the Wild West, a traveling show so popular it played for three decades
(1883-1913) before thousands of Americans and Europeans, including U.S. presidents and British monarchs.

Designed to educate and entertain, the outdoor extravaganza dramatized every aspect of frontier life: buffalo
hunts with Sioux Indians and a buffalo herd, stagecoach attacks by Indians, and even Custer’s Last Stand enacted
by Sioux Indians who had fought in the 1876 battle.

MEET WILLIAM F. CODY, better known as “Buffalo Bill,” who was born
in Iowa in 1846 and lived an adventurous life taming the Wild West, as he called it.

Buffalo Bill was a rugged frontiersman of the Great Plains, beginning with adolescence:
! Age 12: He worked as a wagontrain bullwhacker on a trip to Wyoming.
! Age 13: He prospected in the Colorado gold rush.
! Age 15: He delivered mail as a Pony Express rider.

As an adult, Buffalo Bill:
! fought in the Civil War with the Union’s Seventh Kansas Cavalry
! married in 1863 and had four children, naming a son for Kit Carson
! hired on as a buffalo hunter to feed the Kansas Pacific Railroad
   construction crew, earning the name Buffalo Bill by killing 4,280 buffalo in 18 months
! served from 1868 to 1872 as a civilian scout for the Fifth Cavalry and fought in
    16 Indian battles
! won the Congressional Medal of Honor in 1872 for his scouting service, although the
    award was revoked in 1916 because he had not been a regular member of the army at the
    time (In 1989 the award was restored posthumously.)
! became famous in the East as the hero of Ned Buntline’s Western “dime novels”
! won acclaim portraying himself in Ned Buntline’s play “The Scouts of the Plains,”
    based on Buffalo Bill’s own adventures.
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  SECTION 2

SETTLING THE  WEST

Would you have taken the advice of

New York  Tribune editor Horace Greeley?

In 1857 he wrote:
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2–1   TRAINS SPEED FRONTIER SETTLEMENT

“Going West” grew easier between 1869 and 1893 with the building of five transcontinental railroads.

Maps courtesy of DeGolyer Library, Southern Methodist University

In 1869 the first of five
transcontinental railroads

was completed.
Four others were built by 1893.



19

MINERS were among the first settlers on the frontier. They were drawn
by gold and silver discoveries in the mountains and highlands of the West.
Almost overnight they built mining towns and as quickly left them when the veins
of gold and silver were depleted. In some areas their towns became cities, such as
Denver; in some areas they became ghost towns.

2–2    WESTWARD HO!  WHERE WOULD YOU GO?

ON WHICH FRONTIER WOULD YOU HAVE SETTLED?

CATTLEMEN followed, beginning two decades of cattle drives
across open prairies toward boisterous cowtowns (1865-1886),
an era that entered American folklore and lives today through
novels, movies, and television.

FARMERS came next, establishing homesteads
and growing such abundant crops of wheat and corn
that the Great Plains became America’s bread basket.

—98th Meridian

 Less than 6 inhabitants per square mile

 More than 6 inhabitants per square mile

1876: Patterns of Settlement

THE MINING FRONTIER

THE CATTLE FRONTIER

THE FARMING FRONTIER
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2–3   THE MINING FRONTIER

In all the mining settlements, government evolved in a similar pattern.

!!MINING CAMPS were primitive democracies with majority rule and a few laws regulating the size of
claims that could be staked, as well as punishment for law violations. Miners elected judges to enforce the laws.
Vigilance Committees dealt with incorrigible law breakers. And there were plenty of them—gamblers, gunmen,
and desperados—drawn to easy money among the miners.

"!TERRITORIAL STATUS—To ensure law and order, miners established relations with the United States
as soon as possible. For example, Colorado immediately sought territorial status in 1858 and gained it in 1861.

"!STATEHOOD— Colorado became a state in 1876, when gold and silver discoveries at Leadville and
Cripple Creek increased its population to the required 60,000. Nevada became a state in 1864 when the
Comstock lode made Virginia City a boom town.

GOVERNMENT ON THE MINING FRONTIER

AMERICA’S TREASURES IN GOLD AND SILVER

America is rich in minerals such as gold, silver, and copper. Americans rushed to mine these riches
in successive discoveries, beginning with the 1849 CALIFORNIA GOLD RUSH, which drew 100,000 men
and women, enough for California statehood by 1851.

The 1858-59 PIKES PEAK GOLD RUSH drew as many miners as the California gold rush. Their mining
camp evolved into the city of Denver, capital of Colorado, and resulted in statehood for Colorado in 1876.

The 1859 COMSTOCK LODE in Virginia City, Nevada, yielded immense silver treasure, amounting to
$300,000,000 within two decades. Nevada became a state in 1864.

The 1874 BLACK HILLS GOLD RUSH in the Dakota Territory created rapid settlement and, consequently,
statehood for North Dakota and South Dakota in 1889. Other mineral rushes occurred in Montana and Idaho,
bringing sufficient settlers for statehood for Montana in 1889 and Idaho in 1890.

The 1897 KLONDIKE GOLD RUSH in eastern Alaska was followed in 1899 by a gold strike in western
Alaska in which NOME became a city of 20,000 almost overnight.

GOLD STRIKE



21

2–4   ROUGHING IT:  MARK TWAIN’S VIEW OF THE MINING FRONTIER

“It was a driving, vigorous, restless population in those days. It was a curious population.
It was the only population of the kind that the world has ever seen gathered together, and it is not likely that
the world will ever see its like again. For observe, it was an assemblage of two hundred thousand young men—
not simpering, dainty, kid-gloved weaklings, but stalwart, muscular, dauntless young braves, brimful of push
and energy, and royally endowed with every attribute that goes to make up a peerless and magnificent man-
hood—the very pick and choice of the world’s glorious ones. No women, no children, no gray and stooping
veterans—none but erect, bright-eyed, quick-moving, strong-handed young giants....It was a splendid
population—for all the slow, sleepy, sluggish-brained sloths stayed at home—you never find that sort of
people among pioneers....

“It was a wild, free, disorderly...society! Men—washed their own shirts—blue woolen ones; and if
a man wanted a fight on his hands without any annoying delay, all he had to do was to appear in public in a
white shirt or a stovepipe hat, and he would be accommodated. For those people hated aristocrats.”1

MEET MARK TWAIN (Samuel Clemens)
from Hannibal, Missouri, one of America’s greatest writers.

His aim: to amuse and entertain. His achievement: great literature.
Critic William Dean Howells called him

“The Lincoln of our literature.”

Samuel Clemens
 adopted “Mark Twain” as a pen name while
a beginning journalist on the mining frontier.

His book Roughing It (1872) is a first-hand account of
mining camps in Nevada and California in the 1860s—or, as

he put it, “a record of several years of variegated vagabondizing.”

Roughing It, he says, is “a personal narrative...
concerning an interesting episode in the history of the Far West

about which no books have been written by persons who were on
the ground in person and saw the happenings with their own eyes.”

MARK TWAIN
1835-1910

I WAS THERE!

LIFE IN A CALIFORNIA MINING CAMP— “WILD, FREE, DISORDERLY.…”

MARK TWAIN gained early fame as a regional writer when the
New York Saturday Press published his short story “Jim Smiley and
His Jumping Frog” in 1865.

Two years later Twain renamed the story “The Celebrated Jumping
Frog of Calaveras County.” He said in his autobiography that “it had
a wide celebrity...but I was aware that it was only the frog that was
celebrated. It wasn’t I. I was still an obscurity.” (The story also brought
fame to Calaveras County, California.)

“THE CELEBRATED JUMPING FROG OF CALAVERAS COUNTY”

“I went up to [Virginia City, Nevada] and entered upon my new vocation. I was a rusty-looking city editor.…”—Mark Twain

1Mark Twain, Roughing It (New York: New American Library, 1997), 309, 310.
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2–5   THE CATTLE FRONTIER

LONGHORNS—THEY STARTED IT ALL!

As buffalo herds and Indians disappeared from the Great Plains, cattle and cowboys replaced them.
The cattle kingdom reigned as thick prairie grasses fattened beef for the eastern markets—served

by stockyards and railheads in Chicago. The cattle kingdom lasted only two decades,
from 1865 to 1886. Yet the era lives on through books and movies and television

as one of the most exciting and colorful in American history.

In 1865 herds of about 5 million wild cattle called longhorns
roamed the south Texas plains. They descended from Spanish
cattle brought to Texas by Spanish missionaries in the 1700s and
Mexican ranchers after 1821. The longhorns were bred with
English cattle brought by Anglo-American settlers beginning
in 1821.

Longhorns were mean and dangerous, with sharp horns spanning
six feet. But they were tough enough to go for days without water,
and most were mavericks, that is, unbranded and belonging to no
one—there to be taken and herded along trails to market centers.

After the Civil War enterprising Texans matched supply and
demand by hiring cowboys to trail longhorns, free or costing about
$4.00 each, to beef-hungry northern markets where they sold for
$40.00 each. A herd of 2,000 could bring $80,000 for two or three
months work. The cattle boom was on.

             VAQUEROS

Spaniards who came to the New World from the
cattle country of Spain’s Estremadura Province
were experienced cattlemen and horsemen.

They trained their Mexican VAQUEROS
(cowhands—vaca means cow in Spanish) to
gather cattle in rodeos (roundups); lasso (throw a
rope with a noose) cattle with reatas, or lariats
(ropes), brand mavericks with hot irons; and
tame wild, bucking mustangs called broncos
(unbroken horses).

Nat Love
1854-1921

American cowboys learned their trade from the vaqueros, retaining
much of the Spanish terminology, equipment (such as spurs and big
horn saddles for roping), and protective clothing (leather chaps,
kerchiefs, wide-brimmed hats). Cowboys might
be Anglo, Hispanic, or African American.

NAT LOVE, one of many African-American
cowboys, was born a slave in Tennessee.
As a free man after the Civil War, he
became a cowboy in Dodge City, Kansas.
In his 1907 autobiography, The Life and Adventures
of Nat Love, you can read about his adventures—
including the shooting contest that  won him the
nickname “Deadwood Dick.”

 COWBOYS            AND 

Charles Russell
1864-1926

CHARLES M. RUSSELL, grew up
in Missouri drawing cowboys and
Indians. His father sent him to visit
Montana when he was 15, hoping
to cure his fascination with the West.
Charles never returned. He became
a cowboy. During the 1886 freeze,
he replied to a letter asking about his
cattle with a painting of a starving
cow, knee-deep in snow. It began his
career as one of America’s most famous
painters of cowboys and western life.
.
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2–6    CATTLE TRAILS AND RAILHEADS

SEDALIA TRAIL: By 1866 the Missouri Pacific Railroad reached as far west as Sedalia, Missouri. That year
            260,000 cattle were started from Texas to Sedalia, bound for St. Louis and rail shipment to Eastern markets.
            Impeding their progress, however, were angry Missouri farmers who feared that the Texas cattle carried ticks.

CHISHOLM TRAIL: In 1867 Joseph McCoy, an Illinois livestock dealer, established Abilene, Kansas, as a
    new railhead on the Kansas Pacific Railroad. He encouraged Texans to drive their cattle across less populated
    grasslands—west of the troublesome Missouri farmers—to Abilene and ship them by rail to stockyards and
    slaughterhouses in Chicago and cities farther East. Texans named the Abilene route (which followed an old buffalo
    and Indian trail) the Chisholm Trail after Jesse Chisholm, a trader who pioneered it. During the next twenty years
    they drove millions of cattle over this trail to Abilene—the town where future President Dwight D. Eisenhower
    (1890-1969) would grow up, re-enacting Abilene’s Wild West cattletown days.

The GOODNIGHT-LOVING TRAIL and the WESTERN TRAIL developed in 1866 to meet railheads in
    Denver, Colorado, and Dodge City, Kansas.
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On the long drive from Texas to cowtowns in Kansas and other states, a cattle drive crew consisted of a trail
boss, who rode lead, and ten to twenty cowboys, some riding both flanks and some the rear. The crew included a
cook, whose chuck wagon provided meals of beans, biscuits, and coffee, and horse wranglers who cared for the seven
or eight extra horses each cowboy needed.

In Log of a Cowboy (1903) cowboy Andy Adams published his account of the Circle Dot’s 1882 cattle drive from
south Texas to Montana, a distance of 1,700 miles. Cowboys required great skill, he learned. They had to be
constantly alert to stampedes (runaway herds). His trail boss said: “The secret of trailing cattle is never to let your
                                                                                                                 herd know that they are under restraint.”

2–7   THE LONG DRIVE

In 1870 Abilene, known as the meanest, most lawless town
in the West, hired Tom “Bear River” Smith as town marshal.
He didn’t last the year; he was murdered. But he lived on as
a law and order hero in the memory of Dwight Eisenhower,
who grew up in Abilene during the 1890s and became U.S.
president in 1952. Eisenhower wrote of Tom Smith:

“According to the legends of my hometown he was anything
but dull.  While he almost never carried a pistol he...subdued
the lawless by the force of his personality and his tremendous
capability as an athlete.  One blow of his fist was apparently
enough to knock out the ordinary ‘tough’ cowboy.”

He was instructed to tame the wild town—filled with boisterous, and sometimes
murderous, cowboys at the end of their long drives. Hickok spent only a year taming
Abilene. In 1872 he left to join the Buffalo Bill Wild West Show on the East Coast.
But he left behind a legend of the Wild West that fascinated Dwight Eisenhower
(who re-enacted Abilene’s Wild West days with his five brothers) and endures today.

 ABILENE LAW AND ORDER MEN: BEAR RIVER SMITH AND WILD BILL HICKOK

By 1887 Abilene had declined as a  cattle town, displaced by Dodge City, Kansas.
Wild shoot-outs among cowboys subsided, and churches replaced saloons.
By the 1890s, Dwight Eisenhower’s boyhood years, Abilene had become a tranquil
farming community of about 8,000 law-abiding citizens. Although Eisenhower
missed by two decades the exciting days of Wild Bill Hickok, he was entranced by
tales of Hickok’s prowess told by a neightbor who had been Wild Bill’s deputy.
Throughout his life, including his years as a World War II general and United States
president, Eisenhower read western fiction.  He enjoyed the familiar plots of
courageous, straight-talking lawmen who brought law and order to the frontier.
“High Noon” with Gary Cooper was his favorite movie.

At least three times while president, Eisenhower visited
Tom Smith’s Abilene gravesite, moved by the engraved
words.

Perhaps Eisenhower was remembering his Abilene
hero when, after World War II, he established the
supremacy of law in defeated Nazi Germany.

WILD BILL HICKOK

In 1871 James Butler “Wild Bill” Hickok, a famed frontiersman, became Abilene’s next town marshal.
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2–8   CHARLIE GOODNIGHT AND THE GOODNIGHT-LOVING TRAIL

FROM ILLINOIS FARM BOY TO TEXAS CATTLE BARON

THE GOODNIGHT-LOVING TRAIL

In 1866 Goodnight ignored the railheads in Kansas and instead drove his cattle
to Colorado, where he opened new markets among the mines and military forts
that were not currently being supplied with beef. This required opening a new
route through dangerous territory.

Goodnight married and settled in Pueblo, Colorado. He made a fortune in cattle
and banking. Then, after losing his money in the 1873 depression, he moved
back to Texas—this time to Palo Duro Canyon in northwest Texas. Regaining his
fortune, he eventually owned 24,000 acres of land and 100,000 head of cattle. He
became known as the “Cattle Baron of the Texas Panhandle.”

The Texas-Colorado route that Goodnight created bears his name:
the Goodnight-Loving Trail. A legend grew up around one of
Goodnight lead steers that he always took on the trail. “Old Blue”
had such a keen sense of direction that he naturally was the lead
steer, and all the others took their signals from him.

Charlie Goodnight, 1836-1929, moved to southeast Texas as a nine-year-old boy and became expert at breaking
horses and buying cattle. After serving in the Texas Rangers, he  increased his herd of cattle and looked for new
markets.

END OF THE TRAILS

Everybody wanted to be in the booming cattle business.
As the market became crowded, the law of supply and
demand caused cattle prices to decline. (too much supply;
too little demand)
In 1886 the cattle bubble burst. Homesteaders, moving
to the Plains in increasing numbers, fenced their land—thus
cutting off the cattle trails. Then came a terrible freeze in 1886
that killed thousands of cattle and finally ended America’s
cowboy era.

The era may have ended, but not its fascination for Americans
back East. They delighted in the writings of western authors—
such as Theodore Roosevelt (The Winning of the West, 1889-96)
and Owen Wister (The Virginian, 1902)—and the paintings of
Charles Russell and Frederic Remington.

“Above all things, the plainsman had to have an instinct for direction. I never had a compass in my life, but I was never lost.”
— Charlie Goodnight



26

2–9  THEODORE ROOSEVELT: WESTERN  CATTLEMAN
“I owe more than I can ever express to the West....”

“I never would have been President if it had not been for my experiences in North Dakota.”
                                                                                                           —Theodore Roosevelt

I WAS THERE! MEET THEODORE ROOSEVELT—a  pale, thin,
Harvard-educated easterner from New York who
became a tanned, husky, hard-riding western cowboy
during his brief (1883-1886) ranching career near
Medora, in the Dakota Territory Badlands. (“The
Badlands looked like Poe sounded,” said Roosevelt.)
In 1883 while hunting buffalo in Dakota,
Roosevelt—the 25-year-old New York legislator who
would become president of the United States in
1901—caught the cattle-boom fever. He invested in
the Maltese Cross Ranch (also called Chimney Butte
Ranch) with three partners, gave them $14,000 to
stock it with 450 cattle, and returned to New York.

1884

LIFE ON THE ELKHORN RANCH
Roosevelt acquired a second ranch 35 miles north of Medora. He named it Elkhorn and made it his home for two
years. His ranch hands built him a 30 by 60 foot, eight-room log house with a long porch—and also a barn, cattle
shed, chicken house, and blacksmith shop. (You can visit the site at Theodore Roosevelt National Park in North Dakota.)

Daily, Roosevelt rode the range working his cattle. Despite his eastern lingo, such as “Hasten forward quickly
there!”—he won the respect of seasoned cowboys on the fall round-up: by challenging a Texan who called his glasses
“storm windows” to “put up or shut up”; by riding herd up to 40 hours at a time, roping and branding cattle; and by
sticking burr-like to  bucking horses. “That four-eyed maverick has sand in his craw a-plenty,” said one cowboy.
(Many Dakota cowboys volunteered for Roosevelt’s Rough Riders regiment in the 1898 Spanish-American War.)
Roosevelt wanted to capture the open-range West before it vanished. Rocking on his front porch, he wrote the first
of several western books, Hunting Trips of a Ranchman (1885) and notes for his four-volume history The Winning of the
West (1889-1896), an account of westward expansion.

ROOSEVELT HEADED WEST
TO HEAL HIS GRIEF, SAYING:
“I am going cattle-ranching
in Dakota....What I shall do
after that I cannot tell you.”

HIS SPIRITS ROSE IN THE WEST.
“Black care rarely sits behind a rider
whose pace is fast enough,” he said.

THEODORE
ROOSEVELT

1858-1919

FIVE MONTHS LATER A DOUBLE TRAGEDY STRUCK ROOSEVELT.
On February 14, 1884, his wife Alice and his mother died the same

day in the same house in New York City. He wrote in his diary,
“The light has gone out of my life.”



27

“The only time I ever had serious trouble was at an even more primitive little hotel than the one in question.
It was also on an occasion when I was out after lost horses. Below the hotel had merely a bar-room, a dining-room,
and a lean-to kitchen; above was a loft with fifteen or twenty beds in it. It was late in the evening when I reached the
place. I heard one or two shots in the bar-room as I came up, and I disliked going in. But there was nowhere else to
go, and it was a cold night. Inside the room were several men, who, including the bartender, were wearing the kind
of smile worn by men who are making believe to like what they don’t like.”

“A shabby individual with a cocked gun in each hand
was walking up and down the floor talking with strident
profanity....He was not a ‘bad man’ of the really dangerous
type, the true man-killer type, but he was an objectionable
creature, a would-be bad man, a bully who for the
moment was having things all his own way.

“As soon as he saw me he hailed me as ‘Four eyes,’ in
reference to my spectacles, and said, ‘Four eyes is going
to treat.’ I joined in the laugh and got behind the stove
and sat down, thinking to escape notice. He followed me,
however, and though I tried to pass it off as a jest this
merely made him more offensive, and he stood leaning
over me....

“He was foolish to stand so near, and, moreover, his
heels were close together, so that his position was
unstable. Accordingly, in response to his reiterated
command that I should set up the drinks, I...rose,
looking past him.... and said:

“As I rose, I struck quick and hard with my right just to
one side of the point of his jaw, hitting with my left as I
straightened out, and then again with my right. When he
went down he struck the corner of the bar with his head.
I took away his guns, and the other people in the room,
who were now loud in their denunciation of him, hustled
him out and put him in a shed. I got dinner as soon as
possible....”

THEODORE ROOSEVELT DESCRIBED A FIGHT WITH A BULLY IN HIS 1913 AUTOBIOGRAPHY.2

“Don’t hit at all if you can help it; don’t hit a man if you can possibly avoid it; but if you do hit him, put him to sleep.”
                                                                                                                                        —Theodore Roosevelt, 1899

2–10   THEODORE “FOUR EYES” ROOSEVELT FLATTENS A BULLY

News traveled fast across the Plains. Roosevelt met few challengers thereafter.
2Ibid., 124, 125.
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Three friends from the East each headed West during the 1880s: Theodore Roosevelt and Owen Wister (Harvard
educated) and Frederic Remington (Yale educated). All three recorded what Remington called the “living, breathing end”
of the frontier. Roosevelt’s histories, Wister’s novels, and Remington’s paintings created an enduring, heroic vision of the West.

OWEN WISTER AND FREDERIC REMINGTON RECORD THE WEST.

2–11   THREE FRIENDS: ROOSEVELT, WISTER, AND REMINGTON

OWEN WISTER (1860-1938), Roosevelt’s Harvard classmate,
practiced law in his native Philadelphia after earning a
Harvard law degree. After a trip West, for health reasons, he
determined to preserve the “life of the sagebrush” in literature.

In 1902 Wister wrote the world’s first cowboy novel,
The Virginian (set in Wyoming). It sold
millions of copies and created a new genre of
literature: the Western. Its hero, known only as
the Virginian, is a self-reliant, ethical cowboy
who clashes with a villainous cowhand
and emerges victorious from a
climactic shoot-out. This plot, with
its romantic subplot involving a pretty
schoolteacher, became a classic,
repeated in countless western novels.

Wister originated the cowboy as hero: virtuous, handsome,
brave, skilled, witty, quiet. Earlier books on the West had cast
explorers as heroes and cowboys as shiftless, unsavory characters.

Wister dedicated The Virginian to Theodore Roosevelt, whom
he called  “a pioneer in taking the cowboy seriously.”

FREDERIC REMINGTON (1861-1909), born in
Canton, New York, created some 3,000 works of art
and is considered one of the greatest painters and
sculptors of the American West.
“I knew the wild riders and
the vacant lands were about
to vanish,” he said
after his first visit
to the West in
1881. Through
paintings and
articles he
spent the
rest of his
life recording
that West—
not the West of the sod-house homesteader, but that
of horses and cowboys, cavalry soldiers and Indians.
Remington said he would like one thing to be on
his tombstone: “He knew the horse.”

Gary Cooper typified the cowboy hero
in the 1929 movie production of

The Virginian.

Read The Virginian to see what
prompted the famous line above.

! WISTER wrote
"""1) a biography of Roosevelt, The Story of a Friendship
   2) the introduction to Remington’s book Done in
        the Open.

!REMINGTON illustrated
   1) Roosevelt’s articles in The Century and his book
       Ranch Life and the Hunting Trail.
   2) Wister’s The Virginian (later editions).
   

 THE FRIENDS COLLABORATE.

3Theodore Roosevelt, An Autobiography (New York: De Capo Press, Inc., 1985), 94.
4Ibid., 122.

“It was still the Wild West in those days, the Far West, the West of Owen Wister’s stories and Frederic
Remington’s paintings, the West of the Indian and the buffalo-hunter, the soldier and the cow-punch. That land of
the West has gone now....It was a land of vast silent spaces, of lonely rivers, and of plains where the wild game stare
at the passing horseman. It was a land of scattered ranches, of herds of long-horned cattle, and of reckless
riders....In that land we led a free and hardy life, with horse and with rifle. We worked under the scorching
midsummer sun when the wide plains shimmered and wavered in the heat; and we knew the freezing misery of
riding night guard round the cattle in the late fall round-up....We knew toil and hardship and hunger and
thirst...but we felt the beat of hardy life in our veins, and ours was the glory of work and the joy of living.”3

“Fortunately, Wister and Remington, with pen and pencil, have made these [western] men live as long as
our literature lives. I have sometimes been asked if Wister’s ‘Virginian’ is not overdrawn; why, one of the men
I have mentioned in this chapter was in all essentials the Virginian in real life, not only in his force but in his
charm. Half of the men I worked with or played with and half of the men who soldiered with me afterwards
in my regiment might have walked out of Wister’s stories or Remington’s pictures.”4

THEODORE ROOSEVELT DESCRIBED SOME WESTERN IMPRESSIONS IN HIS 1913 AUTOBIOGRAPHY.
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2–12  THE FARMING FRONTIER: HOMESTEADERS

1857—HORACE GREELEY’S ADVICE

Would you have taken the advice of New York
Tribune editor Horace Greeley? He wrote in 1857:

Thousands of men and women, boys and girls did take
Greeley’s advice. And many took advantage of the
1862 HOMESTEAD ACT which offered free land to heads of
families (160 acres) and to single adults (80 acres), along
with a requirement that the land be cultivated for five years.

WESTWARD SETTLEMENT—AMERICA’S MANIFEST DESTINY

In 1819, Secretary of State
John Quincy Adams made a

prophetic statement:

“Each frontier did indeed furnish a new field of opportunity, a gate of escape from the bondage of the past.…”
—Frederick Jackson Turner

“The homesteads were few and far apart;
here and there a windmill gaunt against the sky,

a sod house crouching in a hollow.
But the great fact was the land itself,

which seemed to overwhelm the little beginnings
of human society that struggled in its sombre wastes.”5

1862—THE HOMESTEAD ACT

Ingenious and resourceful, the homesteaders built sod
houses from clumps of hard-packed, grass-covered dirt.

Willa Cather grew up on the Nebraska Plains in the 1880s.
In her novel O Pioneers! she describes how things were.

HOW WOULD SETTLERS BUILD HOUSES ON THE TREELESS PLAINS?
THE LITTLE SOD HOUSE ON THE PRAIRIE

In 1845 John O'Sullivan, editor of the Democratic Review, expressed
what Americans had thought all along: It was America's manifest destiny,
or clear future, to expand her empire
of liberty from coast to coast.

5Willa Cather, O Pioneers! (New York: Barnes & Noble Classics, 2003), 11.
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2–13  WILLA CATHER: LIFE ON THE PRAIRIE

MEET WILLA CATHER, novelist and short story writer, teacher and
magazine editor, who at age nine moved with her family from their Virginia
home in the Blue Ridge Mountains to the flat, grassy Plains.

Among the pioneers settling in Red Cloud, Nebraska, with the Cathers,
Willa met families uprooted from more distant lands than Virginia—
immigrants from Bohemia, Sweden, Germany, Poland, France, and Russia.

From her experiences growing up among these families Cather vividly
portrayed frontier life through her novels O Pioneers! (1913) and
My Antonia (1918). Both celebrated the pioneer, can-do spirit of women
who succeeded on the vast western Plains.

Intrigued with the Southwest after a visit there, Cather wrote Death Comes
for the Archbishop in 1927. This historical novel about New Mexico and
Colorado is based on the life of Archbishop Lamy, a French Catholic who
ministered to all the area’s inhabitants.

In 1923 Cather won the Pulitzer Prize for her novel One of Ours.

WILLA CATHER
1873-1947

I WAS THERE!

FRONTIER EXPERIENCES COME TO LIFE IN WILLA CATHER’S NOVEL O PIONEERS!

“‘Look, look, Emil, there’s Ivar’s big pond.’ Alexandra pointed to a shining sheet of water that lay at the
bottom of a shallow draw. At one end of the pond was an earthen dam, planted with green willow bushes,
and above it a door and a single window were set into the hillside. You would not have seen them at all but
for the reflection of the sunlight upon the four panes of window-glass.
And that was all you saw.
Not a shed, not a corral, not a well, not even a path broken in the curly grass.
But for the piece of rusty stovepipe sticking up through the sod,
you could have walked over the roof of Ivar’s dwelling
without dreaming that you were near a
human habitation. Ivar had
lived for three years
in the clay bank,
without defiling
the face of nature
any more than
the coyote that
had lived there
before him
had done.”6

6Ibid., 21, 22.
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2–14  OKLAHOMA LAND RUSH, 1889

OKLAHOMA LAND BOOM BEGINS—
What a sight! Thousands of “boomers”
lined up at the starting points in wagons
and  buggies, on horseback and on foot,
waiting to rush in and stake claims. When
the starting gun sounded, they charged. But
they found to their dismay that some had
“jumped the gun” and had gotten there
sooner. The “boomers” and “sooners” settled
their differences, and the land was claimed
within hours.

Between 1889 and 1906 additional land
opened for settlement. In 1907 Oklahoma
qualified for statehood and joined the
Union as the 46th state.

INDIAN REMOVAL, 1830S

In 1889 the federal government  bought 2,000,000 acres of land in central Oklahoma
from the Creek and Seminole Indians and  declared it open to free settlement

by U.S. citizens—starting at noon, April 22, 1889.

By 1885, as farmers spread across the plains claiming land under the Homestead Act, they  pressured
Congress to make more land available by buying back the Indian reservation lands in Oklahoma.

These lands had belonged to Cherokees, Creeks,
Seminoles, and other southeastern Indian nations
since the 1830s when the  Indian Removal Act of
1830 had forced them to move from their eastern
homes to the newly created Indian Territory.
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2–15  IMPACT OF THE FRONTIER ON THE AMERICAN CHARACTER

In 1893 at the Chicago Exposition Frederick JacksonTurner, a young history professor
from the University of Wisconsin, delivered a landmark address,

“THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE FRONTIER IN AMERICAN HISTORY,”
to 200 historians at the the American Historical Association.

Citing in his address the 1890 United States Census Bureau report
that the frontier had closed, Turner stated his big idea—

his thesis:

According to Turner: “Up to our own day American history has been in a large degree the history of the
colonization of the Great West. The existence of an area of free land, its continuous recession, and the
advance of American settlement westward, explain American development.” He continued:

“The frontier individualism has from the beginning promoted democracy.”—Frederick Jackson Turner

“Since the days when the fleet of Columbus sailed into the waters of the New World, America has been
another name for opportunity, and the people of the United States have taken their tone from the incessant
expansion which has not only been open but has even been forced upon them. He would be a rash prophet
who should assert that the expansive character of American life has now entirely ceased. Movement has been
its dominant fact, and unless this training has no effect upon a people, the American energy will continually
demand a wider field for its exercise. But never again will such gifts of free land offer themselves....And
now, four centuries from the discovery of America, at the end of a hundred years of life under the
Constitution, the frontier has gone, and with it has closed the first period of American history.”7

7Quoted in Rereading Frederick Jackson Turner (New York: Henry Holt and Company, 1995),  31, 59.
8Ibid., 8.

From 1893 to the present, students of history have debated Turner’s thesis. What is your opinion?
What impact has the frontier had on the American character—and on your own character?

A NEW FRONTIER?

Turner concluded:

In later essays, Turner pointed to America’s new frontier: SCIENCE.
“The test tube and the microscope are needed rather than ax and rifle....”

“In place of old frontiers of wilderness, there are new frontiers of unwon fields of science.”8
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“To the Frontier the American intellect owes its striking characteristics...
strength combined with acuteness and inquisitiveness,

that practical, inventive turn of mind...and withal
that buoyancy and exuberance that comes

with freedom.”

Historian Frederick Jackson Turner attributed American inventiveness to our
democratic, frontier heritage, implying that freedom and inventiveness go together.

In 1893 Turner said:

“We are an inventive people.
Invention is by no means confined to our mechanics.

Our merchants invent, our soldiers and our sailors invent, our school-masters invent,
our professional men invent, aye, our women and children invent.”
               —Samuel S. Fisher, U.S. Commissioner of Patents, 1869

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, AND INVENTION:

AMERICA’S NEW FRONTIER

SECTION 3

“The test tube and the microscope are needed rather than ax and rifle....”
“In place of old frontiers of wilderness, there are new frontiers of unwon fields of science.”

—Frederick Jackson Turner
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 3–1 U.S. ENCOURAGEMENT OF SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, AND INVENTION

science—the systematic knowledge of facts and principles, particularly regarding the physical world
technology—“useful arts”; the application of knowledge in accomplishing a task, particularly in commerce and industry
invention—the product of one’s own discovery
patent—an intellectual property right; a property right in regard to one’s ideas and creations

Between 1790 and 1860 (70 years), 36,000 patents were registered.
Between 1860 and 1890 (30 years), 500,000 patents were registered.
While most inventors worked independently, in 1876 Thomas Alva Edison—America’s most prolific
inventor—pioneered what he called an “invention factory,” forerunner of the modern research laboratory.

America’s inventiveness, plus its free enterprise system that made investment capital available
to utilize inventions, allowed the United States to become the world’s leading industrial nation
by 1900 and to win two world wars in the next half century.

THE U.S. CONSTITUTION GIVES CONGRESS THE

POWER TO ENACT LAWS RELATING TO PATENTS.

1743: AMERICAN PHILOSOPHICAL
SOCIETY

THREE EXISTING INSTITUTIONS HAVE FURTHERED

THE “PROGRESS OF SCIENCE AND USEFUL ARTS,” AS STATED IN THE CONSTITUTION

Scientist Benjamin Franklin helped
found the American Philosophical
Society in Philadelphia. Its purpose:
“the promoting of Useful Knowledge,
especially as it respects the
Agriculture, Manufacturies, and
Natural History of North America.”

In 1835 the United States inherited
the library and $650 million fortune
of English chemist James Smithson
to found at Washington, D.C., an
“Establishment for the increase and
diffusion of knowledge among men.”

In 1846 Congress passed a law
creating the Smithsonian Institution.
It provided for a museum of natural
history, a chemical laboratory, an
art gallery, and a library. Scientist
Joseph Henry became the first
Secretary of the Institution. He
emphasized its commitment to the
increase of scientific knowledge.

In 1863 President Lincoln
signed into being the
National Academy of Sciences
in Washington, D.C., mandated
to “investigate and report on any subject
of science or art when so requested by any
department of the government.”

Benjamin Franklin’s great-grandson,
Alexander Dallas Bache, became the
Academy’s first president. Bache, Joseph
Henry and naturalist Louis Agassiz had
spearheaded the idea of the Academy.
Today the Academy is included in the
National Academies, along with the
National Research Council, the National
Academy of Engineering, and the Institute
of Medicine. All fulfill the 1863 mandate.

IN 1790 PRESIDENT GEORGE WASHINGTON

SIGNED INTO LAW THE U.S. PATENT OFFICE.

“The Congress shall have Power To…
promote the Progress of Science and useful Arts,

by securing for limited Times,
to Authors and Inventors,

the exclusive Right to their respective
Writings and Discoveries.…”

                                                            —The Constitution of the
United States of America

Article 1, Section 8

The Patent Law directed inventors to
file patent applications with the
Secretary of State—at the time,

Thomas Jefferson.

The law’s purpose:
to register and protect

for limited times
inventors’ rights to their inventions,

to protect their ideas as property.

1863: NATIONAL ACADEMY
OF SCIENCES

1846: SMITHSONIAN
INSTITUTION

AFTER THE CIVIL WAR, AMERICA ENTERED A GOLDEN AGE OF INVENTION.
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HOW MANY OF THE INVENTIONS BELOW DO YOU BENEFIT FROM TODAY?
WHICH ARE MOST IMPORTANT TO YOU? CAN YOU IMAGINE LIFE WITHOUT THEM?

DATE   INVENTIONS—INVENTORS
1844  Telegraph—Samuel Finley Breese Morse

1846   Sewing Machine—Elias Howe

1852   Passenger elevator—Elisha Otis

1857   Steel purifier process—William Kelly

1858   Shoe sewing machine—Gordon McKay

1860-95 Automobile—Several inventors

1864   Railway sleeping car—George Pullman

1866   Transatlantic telegraph cable—Cyrus West Field

1868   Typewriter—Christopher Sholes

1868   Air brake—George Westinghouse

1871   Cable street car—Andrew S. Hallide

1872   Automatic oil cup—Elisha McCoy

1874   Electric street car—Stephen Dudley Field

1876   Carpet sweeper—Melville Bissell

1876   Telephone—Alexander Graham Bell

1878   Phonograph—Thomas Alva Edison

1879   Incandescent light bulb—Thomas Alva Edison

1879   Cash register—James Ritty

1882   Electric iron—Henry W. Seely

1884   Fountain pen—Lewis E. Waterman

1888   Kodak camera—George Eastman

1893   Gasoline powered car—Charles and J. Frank Duryea

1896   Wireless telegraphy, foundation of radio—Guglielmo Marconi (Italian)

1900   Radio transmission of voice message—R.A. Fessenden

1903   Airplane—Wilbur and Orville Wright

1913   Assembly line for making cars—Henry Ford

1916   Radio broadcasting system—David Sarnoff

 3–2  AMERICA’S GOLDEN AGE OF INVENTION: AN OVERVIEW

SHOLES

TYPEWRITER

REMINGTON

TYPEWRITER

“The invention all admired, and each how he to be the inventor missed;
so easy it seemed, once found, which yet unfound, most would have thought impossible.”—John Milton.



36

3–3  A COMMUNICATION REVOLUTION:  PONY EXPRESS TO TELEGRAPH

THE PONY EXPRESS was a  a horseback mail-service between
St. Joseph, Missouri, and Sacramento, California. It operated for
eighteen months, from April 1860 to October 1861.

You could mail a letter for $1.00 to $5.00 and expect delivery
across the 2,000-mile route within 10 to 16 days. And that was fast!

In 1861 the telegraph (invented in 1840), put the Pony Express out
of business by communicating messages instantly over the first
transcontinental telegraph line, built by Western Union.

IN 1840 THE TELEGRAPH, patented by  49-year-old Samuel F.B.
Morse, changed the world by making instant communication possible.
Telegraph messages travel through wires at the speed of electricity:
about 186,000 miles per hour. Think of it! How could this happen?

Morse was a succesful portrait artist from Massachusetts with an
interest in science, dating back to lectures on electricity he had heard as
a Yale student. Sailing home from a trip to England in 1832, Morse
learned about the work of scientist Joseph Henry, who first sent an
electric current through a wire. The current had traveled instantly.
Morse’s mind raced almost as fast.

Why not send instant messages by starting and stopping an electrical
current through wire? In 1837 Morse built the first successful telegraph;
a year later he developed the Morse Code, a telegraphic alphabet
of dots and dashes representing letters. His telegraph (meaning “distant
writing” in Greek), worked at close range—1,700 feet of coiled wire.
How about long range? He asked Congress for testing funds.

In 1843 Congress appropriated $30,000
for a 40-mile telegraph line between
Washington and Baltimore to test
Morse’s invention. Would it work?

On May 24, 1844, Morse—seated in the
Supreme Court chamber of the U.S.
Capitol—tapped out a message, a Biblical
verse chosen by Annie Elsworth, daughter
of the Patent Commissioner.

In Baltimore his partner Stephen Vail
received the message and instantly flashed
it back. The telegraph worked!

SAMUEL

FINLEY

BREESE

MORSE

THE PONY EXPRESS provided the fastest cross-country communication before the Civil War.

1840: THE TELEGRAPH was patented by Samuel Finley Breese Morse.

The telegraph worked, but not perfectly. A young telegraph operator named
THOMAS  ALVA EDISON got his start as an inventor by improving Morse’s
telegraph. Edison invented the duplex telegraph, which
could send and receive a message simultaneously—
then the quadruplex, two messges at a time each way.

Who would expand the
telegraph across the nation?
The government or private
enterprise?

 Samuel Morse offered to
sell his invention to the
United States government
but got turned down.

In 1845 Morse founded
the Magnetic Telegraph
Company and built a
commercial telegraph line
from New York to Philadel-
phia, the first of many lines
linking eastern cities.

THOMAS A.
EDISON
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3–4  GETTING IN TOUCH—BY TELEPHONE AND TYPEWRITER

TO THIS

Born in 1847 in Edinburgh, Scotland, Alexander Graham Bell
became interested in the science of sound and speech at an early age.
Both his father and grandfather taught speech at Edinburgh University.
His father developed a “Visible Speech” system to help deaf-mutes
speak by correctly positioning their tongues, lips, and vocal chords.

Bell himself became a teacher of the deaf, using his father’s Visible
Speech method and carrying it further. A musician who played by ear,
Bell conducted scientific experiments with electric tuning forks to
determine how vowel sounds are produced.

These experiments excited him about electricity and the idea of
telegraphing speech. At age 25 Bell moved to Boston, Massachusetts,
to open a school for teachers of the deaf. He continued his
experiments, trying to get electricity to make vowel sounds.

One day Bell’s assistant Thomas Watson, who was working in another room, plucked the reed of a telegraph that
was wired to Bell’s room. Bell heard the sound of the reed over the wire—and the telephone was born in his mind.

Within a year the telephone became a reality. On March 10, 1876, Bell spilled battery acid on himself and spoke
the first intelligible sentence on the telephone: “Mr. Watson, come here! I want you.” Watson heard and came
running! A miracle had occurred. But the miracle was full of static; you had to shout through it.

1876: THE TELEPHONE was patented in 1876 by Alexander Graham Bell. Inspired by Samuel Morse’s
           telegraph, Bell at  age 29 achieved his goal of transmitting sound electrically. Bell offered to sell his
           invention to Western Union Telegraph Company. Western Union refused, thinking it only a fad. Bell
           then formed Bell Telephone Company and began to link American cities with instant conversation.

1868: THE TYPEWRITER was patented by Christopher Sholes and Carlos Glidden (who also invented
           barbed wire). In 1874 E. Remington and Sons, makers of guns, marketed an improved  typewriter.

THE SHOLES TYPEWRITER

THE REMINGTON TYPEWRITER

MARK TWAIN was one of the first writers to use the Remington typewriter. In 1775 he
wrote a “testimonial” for Remington.

“Gentlemen: Please do not use my name in any way.
Please do not even divulge the fact that I own a machine.
I have entirely stopped using the Type-Writer, for the
reason that I never could write a letter with it to anybody
without receiving a request by return mail that I would
not only describe the machine, but state what progress I
had made in the use of it, etc., etc. I don’t like to write
letters, and so I don’t want people to know I own this
curiosity-breeding little joker. Yours truly,

                                  SAML. L. CLEMENS”1

1 Merle Severy, America’s Historylands (Washington, D.C.: National Geographic Society, 1962) 522.

In 1877 Thomas Edison improved the clarity of the telephone by adding a carbon transmitter.
Now people didn’t have to shout to be heard. The carbon transmitter paved
the way for the modern telephone and continued in use until the  beginning
of digital telephones in the 1980s.
Edison also coined the term “Hello,” which replaced the earlier telephone
greeting, “Are you there?” Women who operated telephone switchboards were
called “Hello girls.” (Women replaced male operators who were abrupt and rude.)
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3–5    ON THE GO—STEAMSHIPS AND TRAINS

1807: THE STEAMSHIP    

1830: AMERICA’S FIRST TRAIN—PETER COOPER AND “TOM THUMB”

 RAILROAD COMFORT:  THE PULLMAN SLEEPER CAR

In 1807 Robert Fulton, inventor and artist, designed the first commercially successful steamboat. He named it the
North River Steamboat of Clermont after the estate of his friend Robert R. Livingston, who had financed the project.
The Clermont created a sensation by navigating the Hudson River upstream from New York City to Albany (at five
miles per hour), a breakthrough in transportation technology.

Great Britain pioneered the steam
locomotive train. The “Rocket,”
built in 1829 by George and Robert
Stephenson, a father-son team, was
the world’s first successful locomo-
tive. Its name derived not from its
top speed of 30 mph, but from a
critic’s warning that riding a rocket
would be safer than riding a train.

The first locomotive in America
was bought from England by the
Delaware and Hudson Canal
Company for use in processing
coal in Pennsylvania.

The seven-ton “Stourbridge Lion”
was a $2,914 failure. Too heavy
for ironclad wooden rails, it
pushed them apart.

In 1830 Peter Cooper—inventor, businessman,
millionaire, philanthropist—built America’s first
railroad engine.  He named his lightweight, one-
ton steam locomotive the “Tom Thumb.”

In a highly publicized race against a horse, the
“Tom Thumb” lost. Cooper was not discouraged.
The “Tom Thumb” later carried Baltimore &
Ohio directors on a 13 mile run in 57 minutes
                       and helped establish the B&O as
                                  America’s first railroad
                                        company.

As a poor working boy, Cooper
had no time  or money for
school. In 1859 he built for
New York City Cooper Union,
a free college featuring a union
of the sciences and arts. It
endures today as his legacy.

“My hope is that the love and desire for scientific knowledge will cause unborn thousands to throng the hall of
Cooper Union to learn the beauties and to obtain the benefits provided in nature for the use and elevation of mankind.”
                                                              —Peter Cooper, founder of Cooper Union, America’s first free-scholarship college.

 RAILROAD SAFETY: LUBRICATOR AND AIR BRAKES

Until 1865, sleeper cars on trains were primitive—three
wooden shelves nailed to the wall for beds, plus hard seats.

 Steamships helped the United States
develop a market economy as they
transported goods along rivers such as
the Mississippi, Ohio, and Hudson.
They lowered transportation costs and
sped communications.

In 1869 George Westinghouse invented a safe way to stop
trains: compressed air brakes. This made it safe for trains
to go faster than 30 miles per hour. At age 23 he started his
own company with $500,000 capital from investors.

In 1865 George Pullman, a cabinet maker, invented
the Pullman car, a luxurious sleeper car with hinged beds,
cushioned seats, red carpets, and mirrored walls.

By 1880 the Pullman Company had
built more than 700 Pullmans, in use
worldwide. That year George Pullman
built his 12,000 employees a
company town outside
Chicago called Pullman.

ROBERT FULTON

In 1872 Elijah McCoy, the son of
slaves, patented a lubricating cup
that dripped oil, providing
continuous lubrication for moving parts of
machinery. Trains no longer had to stop for
time-consuming lubrication. Thus, McCoy
removed a hindrance to railroad expansion.
He received 56 other patents.
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HORSELESS

CARRIAGE

In 1893 the first successful
gasoline-powered car

in America
was made by

Charles E. and J. Frank Duryea.

3–7    AUTOMOBILES FOR ALL—HENRY FORD AND THE MODEL T FORD

auto-self; mobile-moving
The word automobile first appeared in 1877 in a French dictionary.
“Why on earth do you need to study what’s changing this country?

I can tell you what’s happening in just four letters: A–U–T–O.”—Robert and Helen Lynd, Middletown, 1929

Anyone can make an automobile: Just attach an engine to a wheeled vehicle.
Not so easy.

Mechanics had been trying this since Scottish inventor James Watt perfected the steam engine in 1769.
It didn’t work because the steam-powered external combustion engine

was uncomforable and dangerous in an automobile.

Not until 1876 when German inventor Nikolaus Otto
designed a gasoline-powered internal combustion engine, did the automobile become practical.

The car as we know it would be powered by gasoline rather than steam.

In 1885 in Germany Karl Benz and Gottlieb Daimler,
working independently of each other, made gasoline-powered vehicles.

Other inventors and mechanics followed suit, in Europe and America.

3–6    MOVING ON—IN THE AUTOMOBILE

By 1898, 50 companies in the United States
were making  gasoline-powered automobiles,

including that of Henry Ford.

Would the automobile replace the horse?
Few thought so because only the rich

could afford automobiles.

Henry Ford, about whom you will read in
a later section, decided to make a car

that everyone could afford.

EUROPEAN ORIGINS

AMERICAN DEVELOPMENT 
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3–7   GOING UP— WRIGHT BROTHERS  INVENT THE  AIRPLANE, 1903

DECEMBER 17, 1903; KITTY HAWK, NORTH CAROLINA—Wilbur and Orville Wright, dressed in suits and ties,  shook hands.
Then Orville, lying prone,  took the controls of  the “Flyer” for mankind’s first powered flight. Facing a 27-mile wind, he

started the engine and launched the Flyer from a 60-foot single-rail track. In 1908 he wrote in The Century:

ORVILLE WRIGHT

1871-1948
WILBUR WRIGHT

1867-1912

“The first flight lasted only twelve seconds, a flight very modest compared with that of birds, but it was, nevertheless,
the first in the history of the world in which a machine carrying a man had raised itself by its own power into the air in free
flight, had sailed forward on a level course without reduction of speed, and had finally landed without being wrecked. The
second and third flights were a little longer, and the fourth lasted fifty-nine seconds, covering a distance of 852 feet.…”

Take-off point
Landing point
of first flight.
Distance: 120 feet

The  Wright brothers changed civilization with their invention. Two bachelor brothers from America’s rural
midwest? Two Dayton, Ohio, bicycle mechanics with a high school education? How did they do it?

IN 1903:
Age: 32
Height: 5’9”
Weight: 145

IN 1903:
Age: 36
Height: 5’10”
Weight: 140

Susan Catherine Wright, mother of Wilbur and Orville, was mechanically talented, and she encouraged her sons’
fascination with machines—even their interest in taking things apart to see what made them work and then putting
them back together. After Susan’s death in 1899, Wilbur and Orville continued living at home with their father and
unmarried sister Katharine, a high school English teacher. (Two married brothers lived elsewhere.)

Wilbur and Orville were close. Wilbur said: “From the time we were little children my brother Orville and myself
lived together, played together, worked together and, in fact, thought together. We usually owned all of our toys in
common, talked over our thoughts and aspirations so that nearly everything that was done in our lives has been the
result of conversations, suggestions and discussions between us.” And they argued: challenging each other’s ideas
and often switching sides—still disagreeing.

Orville described the excitement of the brothers’ “thoughts and aspirations.” “Wilbur and I could hardly wait for
morning to come to get at something that interested us. That’s happiness!” When asked if he got his biggest “kick”
on the first flight, Orville replied: “No. I got more thrill out of flying before I had ever been in the air at all—
while lying in bed thinking how exciting it would be to fly.”

FAMILY LIFE

It all started with a toy. In 1878 when the brothers
were 11 and 7 their father Milton Wright, a bishop in the
United Brethren Church, bought them a toy helicopter.
Designed by French aviation pioneer
Alphonse Penaud, it lifted into the air with the
help of a twisted rubber band attached to its
propellers. The boys tried to build a larger
model. They failed but got hooked on the problems of flight.

In 1894, their interest was rekindled when they read of
German engineer Otto Lilienthal’s glider flights—and in
1896 of his fatal crash. Wilbur wrote the Smithsonian
Institution requesting publications on the problems of
flight and received reprints of several. The brothers began
to read, think, and experiment.

WRIGHT BROTHERS NATIONAL MEMORIAL

Kill Devil Hills
Kitty Hawk, North Carolina
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3–8   BICYCLES TO BIPLANES— FLIGHT PATH OF THE WRIGHT BROTHERS

Michigan.You can visit them there today.)

In their bicycle shop, from 1899 to 1903, Wilbur
and Orville worked to solve problems regarding three
aeronautical principles:

1) lift: going up
2) thrust: going forward
3) control: turning and stabilizing.

Problems of lift and thrust had largely been solved by
early experimenters such as German engineer Otto
Lilianthal and two Americans: civil engineer Octave
Chanute (whom the Wrights befriended) and scientist
Samuel P. Langley, head of the Smithsonian Institution.

1903: Finally—in their bicycle shop—the Wright
brothers built the first airplane,“Flyer,” using
bicycle tools, bicycle chains, and a gasoline engine
of their own design. It cost less than $1,000.
And on December 17, 1903, as an eyewitness
exclaimed: “They did it! [Darned] if they ain’t flew!”
In 1909 the Wrights began the aviation industry
by forming the Wright Company to sell their planes
and train people to fly. The U.S. Government refused
to buy a plane at first, then relented. France was
quick to buy—and then developed its own planes.
(U.S. pilots flew French planes in World War I.)
Bishop Wright warned his boys never to fly
higher than 15 feet. On his first flight at age 81
he shouted, “Higher, Orville, higher.”

THE WRIGHT BROTHERS’ BICYCLE SHOP: BIRTHPLACE OF THE AIRPLANE

A bicycle craze swept the country in the 1890s. Everyone, it seemed, took to the sport—
even women. Wilbur and Orville Wright became avid cyclists, and in 1892 they formed the Wright
Cycle Company in a shop near their home in Dayton, Ohio. Here they repaired, manufactured, and
sold bicycles. And here they built the first successful airplane. (In 1936 Henry Ford bought the
Wrights’ shop and home and moved them to his historical park—Greenfield Village—in Dearborn,
                                                                  

“We had taken up aeronautics merely as a sport. We reluctantly entered upon the scientific side of it. But we soon
found the work so fascinating that we were drawn into it deeper and deeper.—Orville Wright, The Century, 1908

“…if you are looking for perfect safety, you will do
      well to sit on a fence and watch the birds; but if
             you really wish to learn you must mount a
                machine and become acquainted with the
                     tricks by  actual trial.”—Wilbur  Wright

The Wrights’ genius was in solving the third problem: control.
Through wind tunnel experiments, watching birds fly,
twisting boxes, and observing how one leaned (or rolled) in
turning a bicycle, Wilbur and Orville found the solution.
Warping the  wings—twisting them in opposite directions—
put the airplane into a roll necessary for turning.
The Wright Brothers had invented the aileron, still used in
planes today to achieve control and balance.

Periodically, they traveled to the windy sand dunes of Kitty Hawk,
a fishing village on the Outer Banks of North Carolina, to test their
ideas with kites and gliders.
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“I never perfected an invention that I did not think about in terms of the service it might give others.
I find out what the world needs, then I proceed to invent....”—Thomas Alva Edison

SECTION 4

THOMAS ALVA EDISON,
  “INVENTOR OF THE AGE”

1847-1931

THOMAS ALVA EDISON
inventing the

incandescent light globe

“It is the fashion to call this the age of industry. Rather, we should call it the age of Edison.
For he is the founder of modern industry in this country..…Nearly every important

factor in our prosperity directly or indirectly traces back to some invention by him.

“His work has not only created millions of new jobs but also…it has made every job more remunerative.
Edison has done more toward abolishing poverty than have all the reformers and statesmen since the beginning of

the world. He has provided man with the means to help himself.”—Henry Ford, Edison As I Know Him, 1930

“My job is thinking.”—Thomas Alva Edison
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4–1   THOMAS ALVA EDISON: AMERICA’S GREATEST INVENTOR

In 1837 Al’s father, Samuel Edison, fled from his home in Vienna, Ontario, after a  radical political group he
joined tried an unsuccessful overthrow of the Royal Canadian government.

After a brief stay in Detroit, Michigan, Samuel
moved his family to Milan, Ohio, a town booming
because of Lake Erie’s busy trade. He opened a
lumber yard catering to builders and he constructed a
red brick home, into which Al was born. The family
moved to Port Huron, Michigan, when Al was seven.

“Everything comes to him who hustles while he waits.” —Thomas Alva Edison

THOMAS ALVA EDISON, is considered America’s greatest inventor, in
scope as well as significance. He registered 1,093 patents, among them the
most life-changing: the electric light.
Edison turned night into day for mankind with his invention of the
incandescent light globe. He invented recorded sound with the phonograph,
his favorite invention. And he began the motion picture industry with his
next most important inventions, the movie camera and projector.
How did he do it? Author Theodore Dreiser, writing for Success magazine
in 1898, asked him for the key to his success. Edison replied:

Edison later said: “Genius is one percent inspiration and ninety-nine percent perspiration.
Accordingly, a genius is often merely a talented person who has done all of his homework.”

“The ability to apply your physical and mental energies to one problem
incessantly….You do something all day long, don’t you? If you get up at
7 and go to bed at 11, you have put in 16 good hours, and it is certain
with most men that they have been doing something all the time. The
only trouble is that they do it about a great many things, and I do it
about one. If they applied it in one direction…they would succeed.”

Thomas A. Edison’s birthplace in Milan, Ohio,
February 11, 1847
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4–2    A CURIOUS BOY

A CURIOUS BOY—Al asked questions all day long.
Only his mother never tired of answering them.

AL’S INVENTIVE EXPERIMENT

AL’S MOTHER NANCY EDISON, daughter of a
Baptist minister, was a retired school teacher. She
pronounced her son adorable and unusual, and she was
devoted to him all her life.

AL’S FATHER SAM EDISON was a tall, athletic,
fiery-tempered man. Always restless, he changed jobs
frequently.

SCHOOL DAYS IN PORT HURON, MICHIGAN
In 1854 Al started school at age seven. His teacher, a
Baptist minister named G.B. Engle, required students to
memorize answers. Al wanted to ask questions.

A FATEFUL PUT-DOWN

Edison said his mother
“was the making of me…
[because] she was always
so true and so sure of me
and always made me feel
I had someone to live for
and must  not disappoint.”
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4–3    HOMESCHOOLING: BOOKS AND MORE BOOKS

Al became an avid reader. Intrigued by history
and literature, by age 12 he had read David Hume’s
History of England and Edward Gibbon’s Decline and
Fall of the Roman Empire.

He gave little attention to spelling and grammar.

And arithmetic? Numbers were to be played with:
He said to his mother one day: “I’m a bushel of wheat.”

“Why?” she asked.

Al replied, “I weigh 80 pounds.”

HOME SCHOOLING—Al’s mother withdrew Al from school and taught him at home the next four years. Her
method: reading aloud from authors such as Shakespeare and Dickens. Al later said: “My mother taught me how to
read good books quickly and correctly, and as this opened up a great world in literature, I have always been thankful.…”
                                                                               

“I have always been interested in this man. My father had a set of
Tom Paine’s books on the shelf at home. I must have opened the
covers about the time I was 13. And I can still remember the flash
of enlightenment which shone from his pages. It was a revelation,
indeed, to encounter his views on political and religious matters, so
different from the views of many people around us. Of course I did
not understand him very well, but his sincerity and ardor made an
impression upon me that nothing has ever served to lessen....

“I was always interested in Paine the inventor. He conceived and
designed the iron bridge and the hollow candle; the principle of the
modern central draught burner. The man had a sort of universal
genius. He was interested in a diversity of things; but his special
creed, his first thought, was liberty.”

THE SCIENCE BOOK THAT CHANGED AL’S WORLD—

THOMAS PAINE: A ROLE MODEL— In a 1925 essay, “The Philosophy of Paine,” Edison  describes his interest
in the American patriot.

When Mrs. Edison bought Al a science textbook by the noted
teacher Richard G. Parker, Natural and Experimental Philosophy
(1856), sparks began to fly. He later wrote on the flyleaf: “Parker’s
Philosophy was the first book in science that I read when a boy of
nine years old. I picked it out as the first I could understand.”

Young Al had had found his calling. Spending all his allowance on
drugstore chemicals, he tested every experiment in the book to see if
it worked. He looked up scientific terms in another book provided
by his mother: Dictionary of Science.

Al was especially interested in chemistry and read every book he
could find on the subject.
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4–4    A NEW LAB AND A NEW SALES CAREER

A PRIVATE LABORATORY—At age ten Al set up
his first laboratory in
the cellar. He labeled
his 100-plus bottles
“POISON”
to keep his
family
away.

TELEGRAPHY—Al grew up in the new age of telegraphy.
Samuel F.B. Morse had invented the new technology just
seven years before Al’s birth. Fascinated with the electrical
aspect of the telegraph, Al built a set from his science book’s
description.

RAILROAD YEARS, 1859-1862—Al’s father always thought he would make a fortune. He never did. But he got
12-year-old Al a job that began the boy’s business career. From his earnings, Al daily gave his parents $1.00.

For three years Al worked selling newspapers and snacks on a new railroad line connecting Port Huron with Detroit,
an industrial city of 50,000. He counted these years on the Grand Trunk Railway among the happiest of his life.
Al worked a 12-hour day: 4 hours to Detroit, a 4-hour
layover, and 4 hours back. He spent his layover time at
the Detroit Free Library where he read down the shelves
alphabetically, including all the novels of Victor Hugo;
or at the Detroit Free Press where he bought newspapers to
sell on the trip back to Port Huron; or at the Grand Trunk
Railway machine shop where he climbed about train engines,
exploring how they worked. Al sometimes napped on the train’s
wooden benches during layovers. This led to a lifelong habit of
daily naps on benches, cots, or floors.

DEAFNESS—Two illnesses impaired Al’s hearing: scarlet fever at age 7 and a bronchial infection
at age 11.  An accident at age 12 caused almost total deafness: A conductor pulled on his ears to
help him board a train. He wrote: “My deafness started from that time and became progressively
worse.” He never complained about being deaf and in later years said it helped him concentrate. In
regard to the telephone he explained, “I had to improve the transmitter so I could hear it.”

1862—CIVIL WAR BATTLE OF SHILOH: A SCOOP—In Detroit Al
heard news of the terrible casualties at the battle of Shiloh. Persuading a
telegrapher friend to spread the news along the rail route, Al bought 1,000
papers instead of his usual 100 to sell on his return trip. Crowds awaited him
at every stop. At the first town he sold papers for five cents each and increased
the price at each town. He sold the last of the 1,000 papers for $1.00 each.
Thereafter, Al had his friend telegraph the day’s best story down the rail line.

EDISON, THE ENTREPRENEUR/PUBLISHER—Al bought a hand
press and began writing and printing his own newspaper in his baggage-car
office on the train. Selling about 400 copies each day at three cents per copy,
Al was making money and becoming a businessman.
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4–5   A PROFESSIONAL INVENTOR

A HEROIC ACT AND A NEW CAREER—One day
in 1862, while at the train stop in Mount Clemens,

FIRST PATENT— In 1868 Edison received his first
patent for an invention: a vote-recording machine.

Just one little problem. Congress didn’t want it.
As one congressman said, “if there is any invention
on earth that we don’t want down here, that is it.”
Such efficiency would have prevented trading votes
until the last vote was orally recorded.

Tom decided to be a practical inventor—never again
to invent something nobody wanted.

Al rescued a child
from a runaway
boxcar.

The child’s father,
James McKenzie,
was the station
agent and an
expert telegrapher.

To reward Al, he
taught him how to
be a telegrapher.

VOTE RECORDER

STOCK TICKER

TOM THE TELEGRAPHER—At age 15, Al felt
grown-up and chose to be called Tom.

After spending five months learning the trade from
McKenzie, Tom got the first of many jobs in many
cities working as a telegraph operator, a
“brass pounder.”

Why so many jobs?
He kept getting fired—for
insubordination and practical
jokes.

He aways got hired again
because he was so
fast and accurate.

THE MANUFACTURING BUSINESS—
In 1871 Tom moved to Newark, New Jersey,
to start a manufacturing business, investing
his entire $40,000 earned from the stock
ticker sale. He and his employees, spent the
next five years making stock tickers, and he
invented on the side.

Edison wrote his parents that he was now

DECIDING TO BE AN INVENTOR—In 1868 Tom
moved to Boston to work as a telegrapher for Western
Union. Here he decided to be an inventor, inspired in part
by Michael Faraday’s Experimental Researches in Electricity.
He said to his friend Milton Adams: “Adams, I’m twenty-
one years old. I’ve got so much to do, and life is so short,
that I’m going to hustle.”

Edison’s first
invention was
the duplex
telegraph, which
he did not patent.
He later patented
a quadruplex
telegraph.

HITTING THE JACKPOT—
In 1869 Tom moved to
New York City. He invented a
stock ticker—an improved
stock quotation printer that
recorded stock quotations
without errors. He sold it for
$40,000.

MARRIAGE—In 1871, on Christ-
mas Day, Edison married 16-year-old
Mary Stilwell, one of his employees.
He nicknamed two of their three
children “Dot” and “Dash,” the short
and long signals used by telegraphers
in sending messages.

Edison spent long hours at his work,
sometimes days at a time. With his
work all-consuming, he
and Mary seemed to have
little in common. He
noted  that she
couldn’t invent
“worth anything.”

Mary died in 1884.

“what ‘you’
Democrats
call a ‘Bloated
Eastern
Manufacturer.’”

He was 24
years old.

“I always invented to obtain money to go on inventing.”—Thomas Alva Edison
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4–6  MENLO PARK—EDISON’S INVENTION FACTORY

After getting an invention idea, Edison assigned parts of it to
his team of inventors, engineers, and toolmakers.

“Suggestions generally came from me,” Edison said.
“If any change was to be made my assistants would speak to me
about it, and if I thought best, the change was made.”

Once team members arrived at solutions to their parts of an
invention, Edison would combine them into a product that
worked and could be marketed profitably. He demonstrated
that scientific and technological research driven by profits was
as important as that driven by a search for knowledge.

In the 1928 Edison’s friend Henry Ford rebuilt the Menlo Park
laboratory at Greenfield Village, his historic park and museum
in Dearborn, Michigan. You can visit it today.

1876:  MENLO PARK, NEW JERESEY—Intent on bringing order and efficiency to his
inventing process, Edison moved 15 men who assisted him to Menlo Park, New Jersey,

There he established his invention factory, forerunner of the modern research laboratory.

IMPROVING THE TELEPHONE—
Edison’s first project at Menlo Park was to
improve the telephone Alexander Graham Bell
had just invented. Edison created a transmitter
made of carbon that clarified reception and
carried the sound farther. It made the
telephone practical for commercial use.

CARBON TRANSMITTER

FOR THE TELEPHONE

“I never pick up an item without thinking of how I might improve it.”—Thomas Alva Edison

IMPROVING THE TYPEWRITER—
In his book Edison As I Know Him (1930), Henry
Ford quoted Edison’s comments about the
typewriter, brought to Edison for improvement.

“The typewriter proved a difficult thing to make commercial. The alignment of the letters was awful. One letter
would be one-sixteenth of an inch above the others; and all the letters wanted to wander out of line. I worked on it
till the machine gave fair results.…The typewriter I got into commercial shape is now known as the Remington.”

REMINGTON TYPEWRITER

A WELL STOCKED LABORATORY
Edison believed in having everything on hand with which to experiment, including materials and machines.
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4–7    THE PHONOGRAPH:  BIRTH OF RECORDED SOUND, 1877

1877: THE PHONOGRAPH—Edison was good at improving others’ inventions. Now he came up with a
unique idea, resulting in an invention that became his favorite: the phonograph.

THE PHONOGRAPH WORKED!
Edison turned the cylinder again

and back came his voice:

“Mary had a little lamb.
Its fleece was white as snow....”

THE PHONOGRAPH MADE EDISON A
NATIONAL HERO.

The phonograph took the nation by storm. In New York
City people lined up at phonograph booths to pay a nickel
and record their voice.

When President Rutherford B. Hayes heard that Edison
was in Washington, D.C. demonstrating the phonograph
for the National Academy of Sciences, he invited him to
the White House for a similar demonstration. Edison
arrived at 11:00 p.m. and stayed until 3:30 a.m.
President and Mrs. Hayes were enthralled.

Edison rigged a tinfoil-wrapped cylinder
with a movable arm, along with a mouth-
piece that had a needle at its tip. The
materials cost about $15.00. Turning
the cylinder, he spoke these words:

“Mary had a little lamb.
Its fleece was white as snow...”

PHONOGRAPH

While working on the telephone, Edison
thought: “If the voice can be transmitted on
a vibrating disk, why couldn’t it be recorded
on something and played back later? Perhaps
paraffin-coated tape wrapped around a
cylinder?”

PRESIDENT

RUTHERFORD

B. HAYES

Before Edison invented the phonograph in 1877, the only way of hearing music was to be at a live performance.
The only way of hearing talks was to be at an event.
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4–8   THE ELECTRIC LIGHT, 1878—AND OTHER MARVELS

Edison did not originate the idea of an
incandescent bulb—that is, one that
would burn continuously without
burning up. Others before him (and at
the same time) tried to find a satisfactory
lighting system, one that would replace
the gas lamps currently used.

Only Edison, however, arrived at a
solution. After trying more than 1,000
substances, he found one that worked as
the necessary filament: carbon produced
by burning a cotton thread.

“With regard to the electric light, much has been said for and against it, but I think I may say without contradiction
that when the Paris Exhibition closes, electric light will close with it, and no more will be heard of it.”

            —Erasmus Wilson, Oxford University professor, 1878

Asked later if failure of
results in testing 1,000
filaments for the electric
light had discouraged
him, he said:

FROM
THIS——TO THIS.

Kerosene
lantern

Electric
light

Edison’s lasting success can be measured
by the fulfillment of his promise:

But he did not stop there. He invented
and built in lower Manhattan a complete
generation and distribution system—
including dynamos, conductors, fuses,
meters, sockets, and other devices.
Of 1,093 patents granted him, 356 dealt
with electric lighting.

Edison’s Pearl Street electrical system lighted
up lower Manhattan, and the city went wild!
No wonder people started calling Edison
“The Wizard of Menlo Park.”

Edison’s discovery made electric lighting possible.

MARRIAGE TO MINA A NEW LABORATORY AND MOTION PICTURES

In 1886, Edison— at 39, a successful, famous
millionaire—married Mina Miller, 20,
from Akron, Ohio. She was the beautiful,
educated daughter of inventor/business-
man Louis Miller, who in 1874
founded the Chautaugua Institute
in New York, still in existence today.

A member of the
Audubon Society, Mina
loved birds. She assigned
bird calls to family
members and friends
(including the Henry
Fords). She and Edison
had three children.

1887:  AT WEST ORANGE, NEW JERSEY, Edison built a
new and larger facility, the world’s first modern research and
development center. A mile distant, he bought a mansion for
Mina: Glenmont. Today, both are open to visitors.

1887:  MOTION PICTURES—Edison next
created his third most important invention:
equipment for the movies industry. He explained:
“I am experimenting upon an instrument which
does for the eye what the phonograph does for the
ear, which is the recording and reproduction of
things in motion.”

KINETOGRAPH
(movie camera)

KINETOSCOPE

(movie projector)

Edison produced movies at West
Orange, including the very first
one: “The Great Train Robbery.”
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HE

Edison had worked through his 80s,
still punching a timecard. His last
discovery, the goldenrod plant
as a domestic source of rubber, was in
response to the request of Henry Ford
and Harvey Firestone.

4–9    FRIENDSHIP

In the 1920s Edison and his friends—car tycoon Henry Ford, naturalist John Burroughs, and tire manufacturer
Harvey Firestone, made frequent camping trips together. Occasionally President Warren G. Harding joined them.

In 1929 Henry Ford had a big party
to celebrate Edison’s invention of the electric light.
He held it at Dearborn, Michigan, where he had
reconstructed Edison’s Menlo Park laboratory at his
Greenfield Village outdoor museum. In the laboratory
Edison re-enacted the invention of the incandescent light bulb.

Edison died two years later at age 84, and to honor him the
nation dimmed all lights for one minute.

Edison held more patents, 1,093, than any inventor in history. He changed the world by turning night into day.
And he changed America by helping it become the most technologically advanced country in the world.
As Henry Ford said, the age of industy should be called the age of Edison. In his own time, Edison was called
“Inventor of the Age” and the nation’s “most useful citizen.”

In his 50-year career Edison fulfilled the American Dream and made it more accessible for everyone.

In his book My Life and Work (1930),
Henry Ford recalled these “vagabond” trips:

Thomas
Edison

Henry
Ford

John
Burroughs

Harvey
Firestone

HENRY FORD AND THOMAS EDISON,
FRIENDS FOR 34 YEARS
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America’s golden age of invention
led to

a change in the system of producing goods—
from hand tools in homes and shops
to power-driven machines in factories

and a changed

which resulted in an

a change in the way Americans made their living—
from agriculture to industrial manufacturing

in which for the first time private property
became subject to government regulation.

CORLISS
STEAM ENGINE,

Centennial
Exposition,

1876
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5–1   THE BEGINNING OF INDUSTRIALIZATION: ENGLAND

INDUSTRIALIZATION BEGINS AT DIFFERENT TIMES IN DIFFERENT COUNTRIES.

The United States began industrializing in the 1790s but was not the first to do so,
and by 1860 it ranked only fourth in industrial output—behind England, France, and
Germany. Russia’s industrialization began in the late 1800s. Countries that have yet to
industrialize are called “undeveloped” or “third world” countries.

technology—tools and methods for applying scientific knowledge to the creation of practical objects or results
science—systematic knowledge of the physical world, gained through observation and experimentation

1760s—INDUSTRIALIZATION BEGAN FIRST IN ENGLAND,
            THANKS TO THREE—CLOSELY GUARDED—

BRITISH INVENTIONS.

1769—THE STEAM ENGINE, invented by
James Watt, provided power to run machines. It used
technology based on scientific principles:
1) Water heated in a closed chamber will turn to steam.
2) The steam will expand, creating pressure on a
    piston (or rod) within a cylinder.
3) The piston’s movement, used in either an up-and-
   down or a circular motion, will make machines “go.”

1770—THE WATER FRAME POWER LOOM,
invented by Sir Richard Arkwright, took its name
from its mechanization: It was powered by a water
wheel instead of by hand. The power loom produced a
stronger thread than a hand-held loom and was more
efficient.

1765—THE SPINNING JENNY, invented by James
Hargraves, spun cotton, wool, and flax into thread.
Named for Hargraves’ wife, Jenny, it featured eight
spindles instead of the usual one. Thus, one person could
do the work of eight people. Workers threatened with the
loss of spinning jobs by this labor-saving device destroyed
many of Hargraves’ machines.

Spinning jennys soon began to use steam instead of
water power
and were
enlarged to a
capacity of
100 or more
spindles.

Children often
worked behind
the spindles
to keep the
threads
straight.

In 1785 Arkwright built a cotton mill (or factory)
powered by James Watt’s steam engine. Arkwright’s
loom and factory system started a widespread textile
(cloth-making) industry in Great Britain. By 1840
textiles accounted for about 40 percent of British
exports.

JAMES

WATT

STEAM

ENGINE

RICHARD ARKWRIGHT

POWER

LOOM

The steam engine revolutionized humankind’s
ability to move and get things done.
It freed people from
dependence on their
muscle power and
on natural energy
sources such
as wind and water.
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5–2  SAMUEL SLATER:  FOUNDER OF AMERICA’S INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION

industrial revolution—a vast economic reorganization, with machines and factories replacing hand tools and craft shops

AN INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION BEGAN IN AMERICA IN 1790 THROUGH
THE SECRETIVE INGENUITY OF SAMUEL SLATER, AN IMMIGRANT FROM ENGLAND.

     

Samuel Slater, a farmer’s son, was
born in Belper, Derbyshire,
England in 1768—two years before
Richard Arkwright started his first
textile mill. In 1783 Jedediah Strutt,
Arkwright’s partner, hired Slater as
an apprentice in his mill at Belper.
Slater worked eight years for Strutt,
and rose to become mill superinten-
dent. He had detailed knowledge of
the power loom and spinning  jenny.

Would Great Britain sell her new money-making
technology to America? NO. Why create competition?
Britain guarded her technology secrets with a law
making it illegal for textile workers to emigrate.

In 1789 English textile worker SAMUEL SLATER
(1768-1835) defied the immigration law. He came to
America and created the textile industry—today called
America’s “mother industry.”

Slater is considered the founder of America’s industrial
revolution. President Andrew Jackson honored him
with the title, “Father of American Industry.”

How did it all happen?

1790: As luck would have it, Moses Brown, a textile mill
owner in Pawtucket, Rhode Island, was looking for someone
to rebuild his inferior machines. He hired Slater because of
his British “know-how,”and Slater successfully reproduced
Awkwright’s textile machinery. Brown made him a  partner.
In 1793 Slater opened SLATER MILL in Pawtucket, Rhode
Island, the first successful water powered textile mill in
America. It was staffed mainly by women and children who
did the slow tedious work of cleaning and carding cotton,
spinning yarn, and weaving cloth. Employees worked long
hours—12 hours a day, six days a week—under hazardous
conditions. Slater provided a school on Sunday afternoons
for the children who worked for him.
Child labor became the norm. By the 1830s, 55 percent of
Rhode Island’s textile workers were children, earning $1 a day.
Slater Mill became a model for America’s growing cloth
industry. In two decades there were 165 mills in New England.

LOWELL, MASSACHUSETTS

TODAY YOU CAN VISIT TWO HISTORIC SITES WHERE THE TEXTILE INDUSTRY STARTED AMERICA’S INDUSTRIALIZATION.

PAWTUCKET, RHODE ISLAND

    Here you can compare machine and hand tools and
    re-live the beginnings of America’s industrial revolution.

In Lowell, a planned textile mill city built in the 1830s,
you can see where cloth was
made in red brick factories,
powered by the Merrimack
River (which was diverted by
a dam and 6 miles of canals.)
Young women employees
who boarded at Lowell
published a literary journal,
Lowell Offering, a key
primary source for under-
standing the experiences of
America’s first factory workers.

Slater was ambitious and confident. He decided
to emigrate to America, hoping to make a fortune with
his knowledge of textile machines and management.
But how could he get past the immigration officials?

In 1789 Slater
disguised
himself
as a farm
worker
and safely
sailed
to
America—
secrets
and all.
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5–3   ELI WHITNEY TRANSFORMS ECONOMIES OF SOUTH AND NORTH

1798: NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT—Eli Whitney’s
cotton gin was so easy to reproduce that his 1794 patent
proved unenforceable. Penniless from patent lawsuits, he
turned to arms manufacture in New Haven.

In 1798 Whitney secured a government contract to
make 10,000 muskets. He produced startling results: He
invented machines to make interchangeable parts, which
made possible mass-production—the
foundation of industrial development.

1861: PERCENT OF SLAVE POPULATION AT THE BEGINNING OF THE CIVIL WAR

The use of interchangeable parts in mass-production,
called the “American System of Manufacture,” became
the mainstay of the northern economy.

1793:  COTTON GIN 1798: MASS PRODUCTION SYSTEM

DRILL PRESSIn 1793 slavery was a dying institution in the South
because cotton crops were not profitable enough to
maintain the slave labor needed for its production.

Whitney’s gin made cotton a profitable crop and the main-
stay of the southern economy. Cotton production rose from
10,000 bales in 1793 to 100,000 by 1801, to 400,000 in
the 1820s. The cotton gin thus made slavery a vital southern
institution because cotton growing was labor intensive.

COTTON GIN

COTTON BALE
(500 pounds)

ELI WHITNEY

1793: SAVANNAH, GEORGIA— Eli Whitney, a
mechanically gifted Yale graduate from Massachusetts,
invented the cotton gin while a guest of Mrs. Nathanael
Greene (widow of the Revolutionary War general) at her
plantation, Mulberry Grove, near Savannah.

The gin (short for engine) made it possible to extract
seeds from cotton fiber at a rate of 50 pounds of
cotton per day as opposed to one pound per day by hand.
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5–4  !  INDUSTRIALIZATION IN THE GILDED AGE, 1865-1900

THE CENTENNIAL EXPOSITION

PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA

1876

Of the 167 buildings at the nation’s 100-year birthday celebration, the most popular was Machinery Hall.
And within, the star attraction was the immense, 40-foot-high Corliss steam engine

which powered all the exposition’s machines.

Ten million fair-goers experienced the excitement of the new machine age—
stimulated and accelerated by the Civil War.

The post-Civil War industrialization of America—
centered in the northeast—
was explosive and expansive in

the next quarter century.

America was becoming
an industrial powerhouse.

THE CORLISS
STEAM ENGINE

The Gilded Age is the name historians often give the post-Civil War industrial era, 1865 to 1900.

It stems from Mark Twain’s 1873 novel,The Gilded Age, satirizing industrial America
as golden on the outside, leaden on the inside—reflecting extremes of

wealth and poverty; philanthropy and corruption.
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5–5  !  FACTORS CONTRIBUTING TO INDUSTRIAL GROWTH

!"CAPITALIST ECONOMIC SYSTEM

! RIGHT TO PRIVATE OWNERSHIP OF PROPERTY

! LAISSEZ FAIRE: a “hands-off ” policy meaning that

        government should not intervene in business affairs.       

!"RAW MATERIALS, made increasingly available with new discoveries and technology

! LUMBER: Great Lakes region, Rocky Mountains, Pacific northwest, and parts of the South

! IRON ORE: Pennsylvania, Alabama, Michigan, Minnesota

!OIL: Pennsylvania and the Southwest

!COAL: Pennsylvania, Alabama, Great Lakes region

!GOLD: California, Colorado, North Dakota

! SILVER: Colorado, Nevada

!COPPER: Michigan, Montana, Arizona

! LEAD: Illinois, Missouri, Colorado

!"AVAILABLE CAPITAL (money for investment)

! FOREIGN CAPITAL: amounting by 1900 to more than $3,000,000,000

!DOMESTIC CAPITAL: mostly from reinvestment of factory earnings

!"LARGE LABOR SUPPLY

!CIVIL WAR VETERANS

! FARMERS: Agricultural machinery, allowing greater production with fewer people,

        released more than 4,000,000 farmers for industrial jobs between 1870 and 1890.

! IMMIGRANTS: nearly 14,000,000 between 1860 and 1890

!"AMERICAN INVENTIVENESS

! INVENTIONS

! TECHNIQUES: interchangeable parts, mass production, moving assembly line

!"EXPANDING MARKETS, domestic and foreign

!"ENTREPRENEURS: Men and women willing to risk money, effort, time—and

    even failure—to create  a new business they envision
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5–6   CAPITALISM: THE UNITED STATES’ ECONOMIC SYSTEM

“It appears to me, then, little short of a miracle, that the Delegates from so many different States, [different] in their manners,
circumstances, and prejudices, should unite in forming a system of national government, so little liable to well founded objections.”
                                                                                                                                                                —George Washington, 1787

republic—a nation in which the supreme power rests in the people entitled to vote and is exercised
                 by representatives elected directly or indirectly by them and responsible to them
federalism—a system of shared power between the states and the national government

Twin pillars—

Capitalism and

Democracy—

uphold the

edifice of

the republic.

If either pillar—

Capitalism or

Democracy—

crumbles, the

republic falls.

 “Property must
be secured,
or liberty

  cannot exist.”
—John Adams

“Adieu to the
security of
property,

adieu to the
security

of liberty.”
—Alexander

Hamilton

THE UNITED STATES IS A FEDERAL REPUBLIC UPHELD BY TWIN PILLARS:
 CAPITALISM—economic freedom
 DEMOCRACY— political freedom

CAPITALISM, an economic system based on private ownership of property, is a major factor in industrialization.
Framers of the 1787 United States Constitution agreed with Enlightenment philosopher John Locke that

INDIVIDUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS ENSURE LIBERTY—therefore:
The Constitution of the United States stipulates capitalism as the nation’s economic system.

CAPITALISM INVOLVES THREE ECONOMIC RIGHTS:

! the right to own property

! the right to free enterprise (to work as you please)

! the right to make a profit.

THE CONSTITUTION OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

“No person shall be…deprived
of life, liberty, or property,
without due process of law.…”

FIFTH AMENDMENT:
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CAPITALISM

5–7   ECONOMIC TERMS: WHAT DO THEY MEAN?
“Economics is the study of the use of scarce resources which have alternative uses.”—Lionel Robbins, British economist

scarcity—the situation of not having all the goods and services you want or need; choices are required
opportunity costs—trade offs; the loss of a good alternative because of your choice

—all the things a person owns,
including land, buildings,
equipment, goods, money,
and labor

—the right to keep, use,
and dispose of things

—a system of distributing
scarce resources toward
their best use.

—one who exercises the rights to:

1. Private (individual)
    ownership  of
    property

—money invested in business or
other means of producing  wealth

—an accumulated stock of wealth

—the place where exchanges take place
between consumers who buy things, and
producers who sell or trade things

—based on competition; a place
where prices are decided by
consumers, who best know what
they need (demand) and can pay,
and producers, who best know what
they can supply and at what cost.
Result? the best product at the
lowest cost.

—a great many valuable possessions
(property or money); abundance

—archaic definition: well being (from
the word weal, meaning happiness)

ECONOMY PROPERTY OWNERSHIP

CAPITALISM CAPITALIST CAPITAL

WEALTH MARKET FREE MARKET

2. Free enterprise (work as you choose)

FAMILY BUDGET

—an economic system in which the
means of:

PRODUCTION,

DISTRIBUTION,

and EXCHANGE

are privately
owned and
directed

3. Making a profit
    (earnings after
    subtracting expenses
    from sales)
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5–8   ECONOMIC SYSTEMS: TRADITION, COMMAND, AND MARKET

CAPITALISM COMMUNISM

economic systems—agreed upon procedures within and among communities
to organize the production and distribution of goods and services

Goods and services are produced by a family for their personal consumption. There is little exchange of goods. There
is only a limited need for markets. Survival drives decisions. Tradition economies are found in frontier communities
and third-world, or developing, countries. EXAMPLE: ABRAHAM LINCOLN’S INDIANA FRONTIER COMMUNITY

  TRADITION—A subsistence economy, based on conformity and security

  COMMAND—A planned economy, based on control and security

  MARKET—A commercial economy, based on freedom and risk

The government plans and makes decisions about what and how much to produce, where to locate economic
activities, and what prices to charge for goods and services. Social goals drive decisions.
                                EXAMPLES: SOCIALISM AND COMMUNISM

The laws of supply and demand in the marketplace and competition for customers determine decisions about what
and how much to produce, where to locate economic activities, and what prices to charge for goods and services.
                                                 EXAMPLE: CAPITALISM IN THE UNITED STATES

SWEDEN is an example of a socialist country. CUBA is an example of a communist country.

PROFITS DRIVE

DECISIONS.

Other examples
of communist
countries are:
North Korea,
China, and the
former
Soviet Union.
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5–9   CAPITALISM, SOCIALISM,  AND COMMUNISM

CAPITALISM

COMPETITION LEADS TO
THE BEST PRODUCT

AT THE LOWEST COST.

COMMUNISM

BASED ON FREE MARKET ECONOMY

In 1776 ADAM SMITH, Scottish economist and proponent
of capitalism, wrote The Wealth of Nations, in which he
applied to capitalism the Enlightenment concept of natural law.

In 1848 KARL MARX, German
writer and proponent of
socialism and communism, wrote
the The Communist Manifesto.

                According to Adam Smith,
the LAW OF SUPPLY AND DEMAND
is the natural law of the marketplace.
With no government interference in
business, neither aid nor regulation, the
invisible hand of supply and demand
guides the market. Thus:

The Manifesto predicted an inevitable
revolution against capitalism. It claimed that
capitalists, the bourgeois, had exploited and
enslaved workers, the proletariat. It called for
workers to revolt and create a communist
government that would own and control all
property. And people’s livelihood?

INDIVIDUAL OWNERSHIP

OF PROPERTY

   CAPITALISM: ECONOMIC RIGHTS

FREE ENTERPRISE—
the right to work as you please

PROFIT— the right to keep your earnings

GOVERNMENT OWNERSHIP

AND CONTROL OF PROPERTY

BASED ON COMMAND AND CONTROL ECONOMY

GOVERNMENT OWNERSHIP

AND CONTROL OF THE WORK PLACE,

INCLUDING JOBS AND WAGES

GOVERNMENT OWNERSHIP
AND CONTROL OF PROFITS

  COMMUNISM: ECONOMIC RIGHTS

       “To each according to his needs.”
       “From each according to his means.”
The government determines your needs and means.

SOCIALISM is an economic system based on government ownership of the means of production, transportation, and communication.

COMMUNISM, according to Karl Marx, is the final stage of SOCIALISM, a classless society with no distinctions of rich and
poor because no one owns property. The government owns and controls all property. Examples: Cuba, China, North Korea.

“Socialists think profits are a vice; I consider losses the real vice.”
                                                                  —Winston Churchill
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5–10  !  A CAPITALIST DILEMMA IN THE GILDED AGE

lassez-faire—government’s “hands-off ” policy toward business: neither aid nor regulation

“There are those who believe free enterprise is a man-eating tiger to be shot.
Bureaucrats believe free enterprise is a cow to be milked.

Some of us know that free enterprise is a good sturdy horse that pulls the cart of democracy.”—Winston Churchill

Abuses as well as abundance resulted from industrialism.
There occurred a clash of property rights and human rights—of capitalism and democracy.

Capitalism was out of kilter.
The United States has never had a true lassez-faire capitalist system.

From the beginning, the government aided business but did not regulate it: a modified capitalist system.
In 1791 Secretary of the Treasury Alexander Hamilton, in his Report on Manufactures,

 justified aid to business—particularly through protective tariffs—
as a means of protecting young industries and thus growing a strong economy.

By the Gilded Age, 1865 to 1900, this favored treatment gave business unfair
advantages at the expense of laborers, farmers, and consumers.

Thousands of labor strikes, a farmers’ revolt,
and calls for government regulation—even ownership—of business.

!"CAPITALISM—no government aid to business; no regulation of business
!"MODIFIED CAPITALISM — government aid to business
!"PROGRESSIVE CAPITALISM—government regulation of and aid to business
!"WELFARE CAPITALISM—increased government regulation of and aid to business
!"SOCIALISM—government ownership of the means of production, transportation, and communication
!"COMMUNISM—government ownership and control of all property

For clues to the answer, read on about the rise of big business
and the response of laborers, farmers, and political parties.

   Theodore
   Roosevelt,
U.S. president
1901-1909 (Rep.).

 For aid and
 regulation.

    William
    McKinley,
 U.S. president
 1897-1901 (Rep.).

 For status quo:
  aid to business.

   William G.
   Sumner,
Yale sociologist
1872-1910.

Against aid
and regulation.

Eugene Debs,
Socialist party
candidate, U.S.
pres. 1900, 1904,
1908, 1912, 1920.
For gradual over-
throw of capitalism.

RADICAL
(change roots of

system)

STATUS QUO

Modified
Capitalism

CONSERVATIVE

 Modified
Capitalism

REACTIONARY

Capitalism

Left Right
LIBERAL

Progressive
Capitalism

(change system) (current system) (preserve system) (return to original
system)

government
aid to business

but
not regulation

of business

REVOLUTIONARY
(overthrow system,

violent: communism
gradual: socialism)

Socialism
Welfare

Capitalism

   Franklin D.
   Roosevelt,
U.S. president
1933-45 (Dem.)

For increased aid
and regulation.



63

entrepreneurs—men and women who risk money, effort, time—and even failure—
to create a new business they envision

HENRY FORD (1863-1943)
AUTOMOBILES

ANDREW CARNEGIE (1835-1919)
STEEL

JOHN D. ROCKELLER (1839-1937)
OIL

CORNELIUS VANDERBILT (1794-1877)
WILLIAM H. VANDERBILT (1821-1885)

RAILROADS

“I take it that it is best for all to leave each man free to acquire property as fast as he can. Some will get wealthy.
I don’t believe in a law to prevent a man from getting rich; it would do more harm than good....When one

starts poor, as most do in the race of life, free society is such that he knows he can better his condition;
he knows that there is no fixed condition of labor for his whole life.”—Abraham Lincoln
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6–1   FACTORS AFFECTING BIG BUSINESS

corporation—a business chartered by a state and owned by shareholders who buy stock in the business.
shareholders—individuals who buy a share, or shares, of a company in return for stock certificates that entitle them to

dividends (their share of money from the company’s profits)
rebate—a discount on the regular charge for something
pool  (also called cartel)—secret agreement among competitors to raise prices, then put profits in a pool and share them
monopoly—exclusive control of goods or services
trust—a combination of companies whose stock is controlled by a central board of trustees who

cut costs, control prices and production, and eliminate competition for the benefit of all the companies.
holding company—a trust that acquires control of member corporations by exchanging its stock for theirs.

“Big business” refers to a business organized on so large a scale that it needs capital (money) beyond the means of
a single owner (proprietorship), or a few joint owners (partnership) or a number of business associates (company).

In such case, a corporation is the best kind of organization. A corporation provides several advantages:
! increased capital from sale of stock to many investors
! limited liability for losses
! centralized control
! economies of scale: higher profits from increased volume, lower costs, less competition.

Corporations grew in number after the Civil War. They soon were overshadowed by bigger forms of organization:
trusts and holding companies pioneered by Gilded Age entrepreneurs.

BUSINESS TERMS

CHARLES DARWIN

—  (1820-1903), a British social philosopher, applied Darwin’s

—British naturalist (1809-1882)
published in 1859 Origin of the Species by Means of Natural Selection,
explaining how the vast variety of plant and animals species came about.
Were they all created in six days as the Bible states in the book of Genesis?

Darwin presented fossil evidence that species had evolved over millions
of years, the many from the few. How did this happen? Because of limited
resources, he said, all organisms are in a competitive struggle for survival.
Through a process of natural selection those best adapted to their environment
survive and pass on their advantageous genes to their offspring. Slow but constant
generational changes result in the evolution of new, improved species.

“Profits are to a business what oxygen is to your body. You can survive a few interruptions so long as they’re not too long.”
                                                                                                                                                                      —John Scott

HERBERT SPENCER

ideas to human society. Spencer changed Darwin’s term “natural selection” to “survival of the fittest”
and concluded that successful people, such as corporate
entrepreneurs, are nature’s fittest. Government should not
regulate their businesses lest human progress be stifled.

Yale professor William Graham Sumner and some
other Social Darwinists, including John D. Rockefeller,
carried Spencer’s ideas further to argue that
government should neither aid nor regulate business.

WILLIAM
GRAHAM SUMNER
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6–2   BIG BUSINESS AND THE NEW SOUTH

TEXTILE MILLS

RAILROADS

INDUSTRIALIZATION OF THE SOUTH
The industrialization of America was centered in the northeast.

There were, however, large industries that flourished in the South after the Civil War,
thanks in part to northern capital;

to southern natural resources and cheap labor;
and to federal funding of internal improvements in the South,

a provision of the Compromise of 1877 that ended Reconstruction.
By 1900 the term “New South” meant the industrial South.

TOBACCO MANUFACTURING

STEEL MILLS

It made little sense to southerners that their cotton
was shipped to New England cloth mills. Why not
bring the mills to the cotton? After the Civil War,
investors—North and South—did just that. Between
1880 and  1900 investment in southern mills increased
by 131 percent and in northern mills by only 12 percent;
spindles in the cotton states increased from 561,000 to

“There is a New South, not through protest against the old, but because of new conditions, new adjustments and, if you please,
new ideas and aspirations.…The Old South rested everything on slavery and agriculture. New South presents a perfect democracy
…and a diversified industry that meets the complex needs of this complex age.”—Henry W. Grady, Editor, Atlanta Constitution, 1886

A railroad boom started in the 1880s, as  more than 180
railroad companies (mostly northern) laid southern
tracks. Within a decade, mileage increased from 16,000
to 39,000 miles. Southern railroads
became integrated with those of the North
by changing their 5' gauge tracks to the
standard 4'8" gauge.

In 1882, the southern transcontinental
railroad (planned since the 1850s)
became a reality as the Southern
Pacific completed its railway
from New Orleans
to San Francisco.

Railroads were essential for the development of
Birmingham, Alabama, as the “Pittsburgh of the South,”

Tobacco manufacturing, a leading industry in the South
since before the Civil War, flourished in the 1880s with
mechanization. By 1900 labor consumed only five percent
of manufacturing costs. Entrepreneurs such as James
Buchanan (Buck) Duke, R.J. Reynolds, and James R. Day
made tobacco manufacturing big business and their native
North Carolina its center.

In 1890 James B. Duke (1856-1925) gained control of five
firms and created a trust, the American Tobacco Company.

4,368,000; and
the number of
southern mill
workers rose from
16,000 to 97,000.

By 1900, the South
produced 25
percent of the
nation’s cotton cloth.

He continued to buy out
competitors and by 1904
controlled the American market.

In 1911 the Supreme Court
broke up the trust into four
companies: American Tobacco,
R. J. Reynolds, Liggett and
Myers, and P. Lorillard.

second only to that
city in steel
production after
the Civil War.

Birmingham was
founded in 1871

  where two railroads
crossed in one of the
most mineral-rich

valleys of the nation—rich in
coal and iron and limestone,
all necessary for making steel.

By 1890 Birmingham produced
more steel than all the other
southern states combined.
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6–3  !  TRAIN’S A’COMING—THE RAILROAD INDUSTRY

RAILROADS were the biggest, most important industry in the Gilded Age.
Expansion of railroad mileage—from 35,000 in 1865 to 200,000 in 1900—

transformed America.
RAILROADS CONNECTED THE NATION ACROSS ITS 3,000 MILE SPAN,

opening lines of communication and travel.
THEY CREATED A NATIONAL MARKET

by transporting raw materials and manufactured goods.
THEY SPAWNED OTHER MAJOR INDUSTRIES

such as steel and coal.
AND THEY CREATED THOUSANDS OF JOBS—MORE THAN 1,000,000 BY 1900.

The first U.S. railroad, the Baltimore & Ohio, was chartered by Baltimore businessmen in 1827. By 1865 there
were many small, local railroads competing for business east of the Mississippi River. They provided poor service—
passengers often had to ride several lines to reach their destinations—and lost money because
of cutthroat competition. Efficiency and profits depended on consolidation.

Cornelius Vanderbilt (1794-1877) was the most successful of several entrepreneurs who began
consolidating Northeastern railroads during the 1860s. Born a poor boy of Dutch heritage on
Staten Island, New York, he loved boats and began ferrying passengers from Staten Island
to Manhattan at age 16. He became a steamship captain, nicknamed “Commodore,” and
proceeded to make a fortune with his own steamship line. Seeing the new direction in
transportation, Vanderbilt decided to invest his fortune in railroads. He consolidated several lines
into the New York Central Railroad and by 1873 opened a route from New York to Chicago.

During the Panic of 1873, he began building Grand Central Station in New York City, a
project that gave employment to thousands. His was one of the few railroad companies that
made a profit during the ensuing five-year depression. He gave $1,000,000 to Nashville’s
Central College, renamed Vanderbilt in his honor. When he died in 1877, he was the richest
man in America. He bequeathed 90 percent of his $100,000,000 fortune to his son William Henry
Vanderbilt, who ran the New York Central until his own death in 1885. William left a fortune of $200,000,000.

Cornelius Vanderbilt began
the trend toward railroad
monopolies in the Northeast.
Other entrepreneurs
followed suit, including:

! J. Edgar Thompson:    
    Pennsylvania Railroad

! J. W. Garrett: Baltimore &
    Ohio Railroad

! Daniel Drew, Jay Gould,
    and Jim Fisk: Erie Railroad.

While railroad consolidation
improved service and lowered
passenger rates, some railroaders
such as Drew, Gould, and Fisk
cast consolidation in a bad light
with dishonest practices such as
watering (overpricing) stock.

WILLIAM H.
VANDERBILT

(Map courtesy of DeGolyer Library, Southern Methodist University)
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6–4   FIRST TRANSCONTINENTAL RAILROAD, 1865-1869

PRESIDENT ABRAHAM LINCOLN, in a strategic move to unite the Union during the Civil War,
lobbied for and signed the Pacific Railway Acts of 1862 and 1864, authorizing two railroad
companies to build the first transcontinental railroad. Congress chartered the Union Pacific
Railroad to build westward from Omaha, Nebraska, and directed the existing Central Pacific
Railroad to build eastward from Sacramento, California. Congress did not specifiy a meeting point.
The railroads were required to carry, at no cost, the U.S. mail and the U.S. military.

The “Big Four” masterminded the monumental task of
building railroad tracks through the Sierra Nevada
Mountains to connect with the Union Pacific Railroad in
Ogden, Utah, in 1869.

Charles Crocker,
Construction
contractor

Leland
Stanford,
PRESIDENT

Collis P.
Huntington,
Vice president

Mark
Hopkins,
TREASURER

THE “BIG FOUR”In 1860 Theodore Judah and Donald Strong drew
up articles of incorporation for the Central Pacific
Railroad in California and set out to find investors.
Judah, a civil engineer keen on building a
transcontinental railroad, convinced Sacramento
hardware merchant Collis P. Huntington to invest.
As a member of the new Republican party,
Huntington was already interested in railroad issues.
He persuaded three Republican friends in Sacramento
to join him as investors in Central Pacific: Mark
Hopkins, his partner; Charles Crocker, a dry-goods
merchant; and Leland Stanford, a grocer. (Stanford
became governor of California in 1862; later he
started a private college which became Stanford
University.)
In 1861the four Sacramento merchants, the “Big
Four,” along with Judah and Strong, organized the
Central Pacific Railroad. Judah then surveyed a route
and took his maps to Washington to lobby Congress.
Judah died in 1863.

! Land grants: For each mile of track laid, the railroads received 20 square miles of land, alternating in 640 acre sections
    on either side of the track—an estimated  total of 22,720,000 acres for the 1,775 miles of track from Omaha to
    Sacramento. The railroad companies helped pay construction costs by selling the land to settlers.
! Federal loans per mile: $16,000 on flat land, $32,000 on foothills, and $48,000 on mountainous land.

Congress aided each railroad company with land and loans based on miles of track laid, setting off a wild race.

Thomas C. Durant, Union Pacific vice president and stockholder,
was in charge of rail construction westward across the Great Plains.
In 1866 he hired Grenville M. Dodge, a former Civil War general, as
chief engineer.
Durant and and other Union Pacific stockholders formed a construction
company: Credit Mobilier. They contracted Union Pacific work to Credit
Mobilier (without seeking other bids) at inflated prices and pocketed
exorbitant profits. They sold Credit Mobilier stock to congressmen at
reduced prices in exchange for political favors. In 1872 the New York Sun
broke the scandal, charging U.S. Vice President Schuyler Colfax and several
congressmen with accepting Credit Mobilier stock as bribes.
What became of it? Colfax was not re-nominated in 1872; Congress
censured two representatives; and the stockholders kept their profits.

Irish immigrants and Civil War veterans
comprised the Union Pacific
work force. They, like their
Chinese counterparts,
worked long, hard hours.

They endured intense
heat and blizzards, and
they occasionally were
harassed by Great Plains
Indians: Cheyenne,
Arapaho, and Sioux.

Where would it all end? Ogden, Utah.

A key to success was
the  heroism of 10,000
workers, who risked
their lives scaling the
granite mountains and
blasting through them.
Eighty perecent of the
workers were Chinese.

p
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Coast-to-coast train travel now took one week, not four—a miracle. Congress, exhibiting “Pacific fever,” gave
land grants to three other transatlantic railroads: the Northern Pacific; the Southern Pacific; and the Atchison,
Topeka, and Santa Fe. A fourth, the Great Northern, was built by James G. Hill without government aid; it was
the safest and cheapest. (Congress granted 133,000,000 acres of land to four transcontinental railroads.)

    (Map courtesy of DeGolyer Library, Southern Methodist University)

By 1900, 200,000
miles of railways
spanned the nation,
including five
transcontinental lines.

Innovations and
inventions streamlined
train travel:
! a standard rail gauge
    of 4 feet, 8 inches
! standard time zones
! air brakes
! refrigerated cars
    (key to the meat-
    packing industry)
! Pullman (sleeping)
    cars
! dining cars.

 1 1

 1

“Facing on a single track / Half a world behind each back.”—Bret Harte

6–5  !  THE GOLDEN SPIKE
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6–6   STEEL: THE BESSEMER PROCESS

1856—THE BESSEMER STEEL PROCESS: AN ENGLISH INVENTION

SIR HENRY BESSEMER

In 1856 English engineer Sir Henry Bessemer
invented something that became the
keystone of industrialization.

He invented a fast, cheap process of
converting iron to steel, displacing
a slow, expensive, centuries-old
process that limited steel production
to small items such as swords.

AN IRONY IN HISTORY:  William Kelly,
an American, discovered the same process
simultaneously with Bessemer. But he lost
a patent race with Bessemer, who had secured
patents in both the United States and England.

 HOW THE BESSEMER PROCESS TURNS IRON INTO STEEL

The Bessemer process involves these steps:

! Iron ore, dug from mines, is melted into liquid iron
in a blast furnace.

!  The liquid iron is poured into the Bessemer converter.

!  A stream of cold air is blown into the converter and
through the liquid iron. This removes carbon and other
impurities from the liquid iron and turns it into
liquid steel.

The process takes only 20 minutes.

Following the conversion process, the liquid steel is poured into
molds to cool into solid blocks. Before the blocks of steel are
completely hardened, machines roll them into bars, rods, and
sheets from which steel products such as rails, girders, pipes, and
wires are made.

BESSEMER CONVERTER

STEEL  PRODUCTION  IN THE UNITED STATES

In 1864 the United States steel industry started using the
Bessemer process and in 1868 the new Siemens open hearth
furnace. U.S. steel production increased dramatically thereafter
because of speed, efficiency, and lower costs.

By the 1880s, the price of steel had been reduced from
$350 to $35 per ton.

Steel, 20 times stronger than iron,
undergirded America’s industrial

advance, making possible
skyscrapers;
bridges such

as the Brooklyn Bridge
and the Golden Gate Bridge;

and lighter, stronger train rails that lasted
20 years instead of three.

The iron age ended.
The steel age began.

1866 1876 1900
 Tons: 20,000 600,000 11,000,000
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6–7  !  ANDREW CARNEGIE: KING OF STEEL

interest in Henry C. Frick’s coke company. (Coke fueled the ovens for making steel.
Further vertical integration came with purchases of iron mines, railroad lines, and Great
Lakes shipping lines.) In 1889 Carnegie made Frick chairman of the steel works and in
1892 reorganized the company as the Carnegie Steel Company.
Carnegie and Frick clashed over their labor views. Carnegie favored unions; Frick did
not. In the 1892 Homestead Steel Strike, Frick prevailed. He closed Carnegie’s Home-
stead plant rather than agree to wage-increase demands of its union, Amalgamated
Association of Iron and Steel Workers. Violence erupted between the workers and 300
Pinkerton detectives Frick hired to guard the plant. The state militia finally quelled the
riot. And thus ended labor unions in the steel industry until the 1930s.

In 1872 ANDREW CARNEGIE, owner of the Freedom Iron Company in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania,
visited Henry Bessemer’s steel plants in England.
He returned exclaiming:

ANDREW CARNEGIE

1835-1919

Andrew Carnegie’s life is a a rags to riches story. He was a poor
immigrant boy who worked hard and made good. He was born
November 25, 1835, in Dunfermline, Scotland, destined to be a linen
weaver like his father William. Industrialization intervened in 1847,
when power looms put his father and other craft weavers out of work.

Andrew later wrote: “I began to learn what poverty meant. It was
burnt into my heart then that my father had to beg for work. And
then and there came the resolve that I would cure that when I got to
be a man.”

America beckoned the unemployed in Scotland. In 1848 Andrew’s mother
Margaret, whom he adored all her life, borrowed 20 pounds for the family’s
boat passage to America. Andrew, his brother Tom, and his parents settled
near Margaret’s sisters in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, the iron manufacturing
center of the United States. Andrew, age 13, worked as a bobbin boy in a
cotton mill alongside his father for $1.20 a week,

At age 15 Carnegie got a job as a telegraph messenger boy. “And that,” he
wrote in The Autobiography of Andrew Carnegie (1920) “is how in 1850 I got my
my first real start in life.” Carnegie showed initiative in memorizing city street
names as well as names of important customers, and in 1853 he caught the eye
of Thomas A. Scott, Pennsylvania Railroad Superintendent. Scott hired Carnegie as
his assistant and later as his successor.
During the Civil War Carnegie moved to Washington, D.C. and organized the
telegraph office of the Union Army in the War Building next to the White House.
Here he frequently saw President Abraham Lincoln. Carnegie recalled, “I never met
a great man who so thoroughly made himself one with all men.”
By 1865 wise investments increased Carnegie’s income, enabling  him to start his own business—first in iron, then steel.

If steel were king, Carnegie might well be called “King of Steel.” By 1900 he had  built a steel empire
that thrust the United States into first place in world steel production, strengthened the railroad industry, created
thousands of jobs, and paved the way for the Allies’ victory in World War I.

In 1901 Andrew Carnegie sold out to J.P. Morgan and retired as the richest man in the world. How did a poor
immigrant boy from Scotland achieve such heights? And what did he do with all that money?

Carnegie had been using the Bessemer process for several years in his iron
company. Seeing Bessemer’s plants, he realized steel’s commercial potential
and decided to expand his steel production. In 1875 Carnegie opened his
first steel plant, J. Edgar Thompson Works, in Braddock, Pennsylvania.
In 1881 he began the process of vertical integration by buying controlling
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6–8   LIBRARIES, SOCIAL DARWINISM, AND THE GOSPEL OF WEALTH

Throughout Carnegie’s successful career, he never forgot the
generosity of James Anderson, a Pittsburgh businessman who
made available his library of 400 books to the working boys of
the city. Carnegie wrote in his autobiography, “In this way the
windows were opened in the walls of my dungeon through
which the light of knowledge streamed in. Every day’s toil and
even the long hours of night service were lightened by the
book which I carried about with me .…In this way I became
familiar with Macaulay’s essays and his history, and with
Bancroft’s ‘History of the United States,’ which I studied with
more care than any other book I had then read.”

Carnegie recalled in his autobiography:

What motivated Andrew Carnegie’s generosity? He explains in his book The Gospel of Wealth (1900). Carnegie
was a friend of Herbert Spencer and a confirmed Social Darwinist. In The Gospel of Wealth he agreed with Spencer
that competitive struggle was responsible for the economic growth of the United States and for the success of
industrial entrepreneurs. Spencer called this concept “survival of the fittest.”

Carnegie wrote: “While the law may be sometimes hard on the individual, it is best for the race because it
insures the survival of the fittest in every department.”

In The Gospel of Wealth, Carnegie reconciled property rights with human rights by saying that it was one’s duty
to make money and then be a steward of that money by spending it for the welfare of others. (In this he differed
from Spencer.) Carnegie said:

Carnegie paid tribute by establishing 2,811 free
public libraries in the United States and other
countries for the purpose of self-education. They
all bore the inscription “Let there be light.”

For three decades, beginning in 1881, Carnegie
systematically donated libraries. In 1731
Benjamin Franklin had started the first
subscription library in Philadelphia. Between
1731 and 1881 there were few public libraries
in America—or in the world.

THE MECHANICS’ AND APPRENTICES’ LIBRARY

SOCIAL DARWINISM and THE GOSPEL OF WEALTH

“This, then, is held to be the duty of the man of wealth: first, to set an example
of modest unostentatious living, shunning display; to provide moderately for the
legitimate wants of those dependent upon him; and, after doing so, to consider all
surplus revenues which come to him simply as trust funds which he is strictly
bound as a matter of duty to administer in the manner which, in his judgment, is
best calculated to produce the most beneficial results for the community.…Such, in
my opinion, is the true Gospel concerning Wealth.”

In Carnegie’s view, “The man who dies thus rich dies disgraced.”

CARNEGIE LIBRARIES: 1881-1917
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6–9   ANDREW CARNEGIE: PHILANTHROPIST

CARNEGIE’S GIFTS FOR “THE IMPROVEMENT OF MANKIND”

Carnegie retired in 1901 as the richest man in the world after selling
his steel business to J. Pierpont Morgan for $447,000,000. He spent
the rest of his life giving away $350,000,000—about 90 percent of his
fortune—to scientific, educational, and cultural institutions for
“the improvement of mankind.”

Carnegie wrote in his autobiography:

“After my book, ‘The Gospel of Wealth,’ was published, it was
inevitable that I should live up to its teaching by ceasing to
struggle for more wealth. I resolved to stop accumulating and
begin the infinitely more serious and difficult task of wise
distribution.…As usual, Shakespeare had placed his talismanic
touch upon the thought and framed the sentence—

‘So distribution should undo excess,
And each man have enough.’”

IN 1901 CARNEGIE RETIRED TO PRACTICE THE GOSPEL OF WEALTH—FULL TIME.

1889-1917—2,811 free public libraries

1901—Carnegie Steel Company Employees Benefit Fund. “My first distribution was to the men in the mills.”

1900—Carnegie Institute of Technology. Founded at Pittsburgh for children of local steel workers

1902—Carnegie Institution. Provides research for American colleges and universities.

1904—Carnegie Hero Fund. Awards money to those injured attempting to “preserve and rescue their fellows.”

1905—Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching. Provides pensions for teachers.

1910—Carnegie Endowment for International Peace. Founded to promote peace and understanding among nations.

1911—Carnegie Corporation of New York. To “promote the advancement and diffusion of knowledge and understanding.”

1913—The Palace of Peace in the Hague. Carnegie said: “From [1887]…the abolition of war grew in importance with
me until it finally overshadowed all other issues. The surprising action of the first Hague Conference gave me intense joy.
Called primarily to consider disarmament (which proved a dream), it created the commanding reality of a permanent
tribunal to settle international disputes. I saw in this the greatest step toward peace that humanity had ever taken.…”

ANDREW CARNEGIE and JOHN D. ROCKEFELLER, about whom you will read next,
pioneered in establishing a uniquely American institution: the foundation for charitable giving.

J.P.
MORGAN
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6–10  !  JOHN D. ROCKEFELLER AND THE OIL INDUSTRY

John’s father, William “Big Bill” Rockefeller, was a tall,
jovial peddler of patent medicines and “cancer cures.” A
deceptive man, he often posed as deaf and dumb to make
a sale. Because of his father’s frequent absences, John—
serious, and dependable—took responsibility for his
mother and siblings, even overseeing the family budget.

In 1855, when John was 16, William deserted his family
to marry Margaret Allen, while still the husband of Eliza,
John’s mother. For 51 years he lived a secret, double life as a
bigamist under an assumed name: Dr. William Levingston.

Not until February 2, 1908, was this
information made public (by the
New York World ). It never was publicly
acknowledged by John D. Rockefeller,
who retained an aloof but civil
relationship with his father.

John Davison Rockefeller spearheaded the rise of big business in
America’s post-Civil War industrial revolution and re-shaped American life.

 Born poor, the son of a traveling salesman, he became the
world’s first billionaire. Praised and vilified, he is

a key figure in American history.

JOHN D. ROCKEFELLER

1839-1937

In 1882 Rockefeller established Standard Oil of Ohio, America’s first corporate trust.
By 1890 it controlled 95 percent of the nation’s oil refinery business and by 1909

had created 60,000 jobs. The Supreme Court ordered it dissolved in 1911.

Rockefeller pioneered not only big business but big philanthropy.
With one of the greatest fortunes in American history he gave

$540 million for medical research, education, the arts,
historic preservation, and other causes.

Among the sources for this story are Rockefeller’s speeches; his 1909 Random Reminiscences of Men and Events, published by
Doubleday, Doran & Company; and Ron Chernow’s Titan: The Life of John D. Rockefeller, Sr., published by Random House.

BIRTHPLACE—Richford, New York, 1839

John’s mother Eliza was a devout
Baptist with a Puritan bent. She
taught John to tithe, which he did all
of  his life. His orderly, disciplined,
religion-centered life reflected her
influence, as well as his own
temperament.

A hard-working boy, John began a
lifelong practice of accounting for his
earnings and expenses in ledger books.
He believed this practice  led to his
success, and he later required it of his
children and grandchildren.

FATHER—William Avery Rockefeller, 1810-1905

John D. Rockefeller was born July 8, 1839, on a farm near

MOTHER—Eliza Davison Rockefeller, 1813-1889

Richford, New York
(near Ithaca).
He was the second
of six children, the
             oldest son.
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6–11  !  JOHN D. ROCKEFELLER— BOYHOOD

By age 13, John had earned $50 from raising turkeys and doing jobs for neighbors.

He lent his $50 to a farmer, charging seven percent interest, payable in one year.
His earnings of $3.50 impressed him with the  importance of letting his money work for him.

As he later said, “it was a good thing to let the money be my servant and not make myself a slave to the money.”
“I determined to make money work for me.”

AN EARLY CAPITALIST—“I determined to make money work for me.”

John began school in Moravia, New York (30 miles north of Richford), where the Rockefellers had moved in 1843.
In 1850 his family moved to Oswego, New York, near the Pennsylvania border. John attended Oswego Academy, where
he received excellent instruction in writing essays and making speeches. Poorer than most of the students, he was excluded
from the class picture because his clothes were too shabby. He loved music and played the piano several hours a day.

MARK HANNA, John’s high school friend, recalled in
later years his chum’s economic ambition.

Hanna also was economically ambitious: he became a wealthy
coal industrialist. In 1896, as Republican party boss, he raised
$3.5 million for the  party and helped elect William McKinley
U.S. president. In 1897 he became a U.S. senator.

SCHOOL DAYS

CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL—CLEVELAND, OHIO

In 1853 the Rockefellers moved near Strongsville,
Ohio, a city of 30,000 about 12 miles from Cleveland.

John boarded in Cleveland and attended high school
there. He was good at debating and writing essays.
And he excelled at “mental math,” solving arithmetic
problems in his head.

John signed his essays “John D.” This is what his
friends began calling him.
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6–12  !  JOHN D. ROCKEFELLER— FIRST START IN BUSINESS

In 1855 Rockefeller completed a three-month
business course in ten weeks at Folsom’s Commercial
College in Cleveland.

He later wrote in Random Reminiscences: “This
training…was very valuable to me. But how to get
a job—that was the question.”

Rockefeller, age 16 and dressed conservatively in a dark suit
and tie, “tramped the streets” of Cleveland six days a week
for six weeks seeking employment. He recalled:
“I went to the railroads, to the banks, to the wholesale
merchants. I did not go to any small establishments. I did
not guess what it would be, but I was after something big.”

After three and a half years at Hewitt and Tuttle,
Rockefeller went into business for himself. He invested
$2,000 in a partnership with Maurice Clark, a classmate
from Folsom Commercial College. As commission
merchants, the partners made a profit of $17,000 by the
second year. John was becoming wealthy.

Rockefeller was 21 when the Civil War started in 1861.
Because of his father’s desertion, he provided most of the
support for his mother, two sisters, and two brothers. He
hired a substitute for $300 to take his place in the Union
Army, a common practice for someone with dependents.

“As I began my business life as a bookkeeper, I learned to have great respect for figures and facts,
no matter how small they were.”—John D. Rockefeller, 1909

On September 26, 1855 Rockefeller found a bookkeeping
job at Hewitt & Tuttle, merchants and produce shippers, at
$4 a day. He was so elated that he celebrated September 26
as Job Day the rest of his life.

He impressed his employers not only with his accuracy,
diligence, and honesty but also with his persistence in
collecting past-due accounts.

Hewitt and Tuttle managed to survive the nation’s 1857
depression, during which more than 5,000 businesses
failed.

BUSINESS SCHOOL

BOOKKEEPER—1855, AGE 16

JOB-HUNTING IN CLEVELAND

MERCHANT—1859, AGE 19
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6–13  !  JOHN D. ROCKEFELLER—CHURCH AND MARRIAGE

ERIE STREET BAPTIST CHURCH

CHRISTIANITY  was the foundation of Rockefeller’s
life. Always a religious person, he found a spiritual
home and a sense of community in the Erie Street
Baptist Church, later named the Euclid Street
Baptist Church.

Here he was baptized at age 19 and soon thereafter
made a deacon. He felt that he had a God-given talent
for making money. He frequently acknowledged that,
saying “God gave me my money,” and he gave
generously to church and charity.

Church life in Cleveland and later in New York
remained the social center of his life and that of his
family.

MARRIAGE TO LAURA CELESTIA SPELMAN, 1864

1868: A NEW HOME ON EUCLID STREET

While attending Central High School in Cleveland, Rockefeller met a
girl he liked: Laura Celestia Spelman (1839-1915), nicknamed Cettie.
Nine years after meeting they were married.

Laura came from a prosperous, respected, church-going Cleveland
family, descended from Puritans. Her parents were reformers, active in
both the abolition and temperance movements. Fearless they were,
for their home served as a station on the Underground Railroad. They
protected and cared for slaves fleeing north toward freedom.

Laura also had reformist views, particularly regarding women’s rights.
As class valedictorian, she gave a commencement speech titled
“I Can Paddle My Own Canoe,” in which she stated that she had a
mind of her own. Laura and her sister Lucy attended Oread Collegiate
Institute in Worcester, Massachusetts, then returned to Cleveland to
teach school. Together the sisters pursued their broad interests in art,
literature, and music.

By 1862 Rockefeller had increased in wealth and confidence. When
Laura accepted his proposal of marriage, he splurged on a $118
engagement ring—but perhaps repented, for the wedding ring cost
$15.75.

The couple married in 1868. They saw eye-to-eye on religion and most
other things. At night John brought home his ledger books for Laura to
review with him. He said that her judgment was better than his and that
without her advice he would be a poor man.

The Rockefellers had four daughters and a son, John D. Rockefeller, Jr.
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6–14  !  JOHN D. ROCKEFELLER—OIL REFINER

ROCKEFELLER ENTERS THE OIL REFINERY BUSINESS.

REBATES AND DRAWBACKS

OIL BOOM: TITUSVILLE, PENNSYLVANIA
Titusville, Pennsylvania—On August 29, 1859, Edwin L. Drake started an oil boom when he struck oil after
drilling down 70 feet of dirt and rock. Oil was a valuable source of light in the form of kerosene burned in lamps.
People stampeded toward Titusville to drill their own wells and make a fortune.

John D. Rockefeller had “the highest genius for constructive organization.”—Jay Gould

Interested but cautious, Rockefeller finally entered the
oil business in 1863—not the chaotic drilling side but
the more stable refinery side. Two years later he and his
                                               partner, refining expert
                                                Samuel Andrews, owned
                                                  the biggest refinery in
                                                     Cleveland.

By 1867 Cleveland boasted 50 oil refineries; only
Pittsburgh had more. Rockefeller and Andrews added a
new partner, Henry Flagler, who was a master at
negotiating shipping rebates from Cleveland’s three
railroads.

Rockefeller was criticized for obtaining secret rebates
and drawbacks from shippers. A rebate was a discount on
shipping charges. Rockefeller would pay the same freight
rates as other refiners, but later the railroads would give
him back a percentage. For example, he paid the regular
rate of $2.40 per barrel to ship crude oil to Cleveland
and refined oil to New York. Then he received a rebate, a
return, of $.75 per barrel.

A drawback was even more objectionable to critics: it
was a rebate on what one’s competitors shipped.

Rockefeller argued that rebates for bulk shippers was an
old and common practice with carriers. And the railroads
argued that they offered rebates to anyone who shipped
as much as Rockefeller.

Almost overnight, Cleveland—100 miles away—became a center for refining
    the oil and shipping its products (such as kerosene, naphtha, and lubricants)
                 across the Great Lakes                  and over railroads to markets.

Gasoline was a
near-worthless
by-product of
oil until the
emergence of
the gasoline-
powered
automobile
in 1896.
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6–15  !  JOHN D. ROCKEFELLER—STANDARD OIL COMPANY, 1870

1870—Rockefeller wanted to raise capital (money) in order to buy out competitors. He decided to incorporate
and produce revenue from the sale of stocks. And so he, Andrews, and Flagler dissolved their partnership and
formed a corporation, a joint stock company called Standard Oil Company.

Rockefeller was president, his brother William was vice president, and Henry Flagler was secretary-treasurer.
With $1,000,000 in capital and 10 percent of the refining market, Rockefeller determined that they would not
make their living primarily from salaries but from stock appreciation and dividends. It was a good decision. The
ensuing year Standard Oil paid dividends of 105 percent on its stock.

Between 1865 and the 1870s, Standard Oil brought the price of oil down from 58 cents to 8 cents per gallon.
No longer did Americans need to be rich to burn lamps at night. Competition came from Russia in 1883 with
the discovery of rich oil depossits in Baku. Rockefeller met the challenge by increasing efficiency enough to sell
oil for a nickel per gallon. Had he not been successful, the United States might have become dependent on
Russia for oil. No other American oil company was large enough to meet the Russian challenge.



79

6–16  !  JOHN D. ROCKEFELLER—VERTICAL INTEGRATION

OIL WELLS

Source of crude oil (petroleum)

PIPELINES

Transportation of crude oil to refineries through pipes

FREIGHT CARS

Transportation of crude oil to refineries by train

REFINERIES

Refining of products such as kerosene and lubricants
from crude oil.

PIPELINES
Distribution of refined oil products through pipes

KEROSENE AND OIL CANS
Sale of kerosene, oil, and other products to consumers.

BARRELS

Containers for distribution of oil products

FREIGHT WAGONS

Distribution of barrels of oil products by horses and wagons

FREIGHT CARS

Distribution of barrels of oil products by train

SHIPS

Distribution of barrels of oil products by water

For efficiency and economy in operations, Standard Oil Company owned everything necessary for its business, from
beginning to end: production, transport, refining, and marketing. This is called vertical integration.
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THE SOUTH IMPROVEMENT COMPANY AND THE “CLEVELAND MASSACRE”

6–17  !  JOHN D. ROCKEFELLER—HORIZONTAL INTEGRATION

In 1871 Rockefeller joined railroad owners and other large refiners in organizing the South Improvement
Company, a secret cartel to bring order to the wildly competitive oil market. Members would cooperate in
planning the flow of oil for their mutual benefit. They would receive rebates on their own shipping and
drawbacks on that of non-members.

Rockefeller began to buy out his competitors, telling them their only choices were to sell him their businesses
or risk bankruptcy.

By April 1872 outraged oil producers and small refiners persuaded the Pennsylvania legislature to withdraw the
South Improvement Company’s charter, dissolving the cartel before it transacted any business. The company
lasted only two months, but this was long enough for Rockefeller to buy out 22 of Cleveland’s 25 refineries in
what was called the “Cleveland Massacre.” Rockefeller pressed his advantage, and by 1877 he had acquired all
the refineries in New York, Pittsburgh, and Philadelphia. There existed no more competition. By 1880 Standard
Oil Company refined more than 90 percent of the nation’s oil. It had become a monopoly.

To many, Standard Oil Company had become “the Octopus.”

In 1882, undaunted by critics—and they were legion—Standard Oil Company reorganized as the nation’s first
trust. The stock of 72 companies in combination were transferred to nine Standard Oil trustees.

In 1890, the state of Ohio sued Standard Oil of Ohio on grounds that it had created a monopoly contrary to
public interest. In 1892 Standard Oil Company lost, and the trustee arrangement was dissolved.

In 1899 Standard Oil organized a holding company. It was dissolved by the United States Supreme Court in
1911 on grounds that it had violated the Sherman Antitrust Act.

horizontal integration—the buying of similar companies
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6–18  !   JOHN D. ROCKEFELLER—IDA TARBELL’S ATTACK

TWO VIEWS OF STANDARD OIL COMPANY

GOVERNMENT REGULATIONS AFFECTING ROCKEFELLER

In 1890 investigative journalist Ida Tarbell, daughter of a Titusville oil man driven out of business by Rockefeller,
published a series of 19 articles in McClure’s Magazine attacking Rockefeller’s “ruthless” pursuit of monopoly.

She combined them in a book, History of Standard Oil Company.
Tarbell never met Rockefeller, and he said he never read her work.

In 1887 Congress passed the first federal law regulating
business: the Interstate Commerce Act,which created an
Interstate Commerce Commission to ensure “just and
reasonable” railroad rates. The Hepburn Act of 1903
prohibited rebates.

!"Efficiency
!"Productivity
!"Consumer satisfaction
!"Philanthropy

!"Monopoly
!"Unethical business practices
!"Evasion of the law

TARBELL’S WORK REINFORCED
THE EXTREME VIEWS OF

ROCKEFELLER AS DEVIL OR SAINT.

In 1890 Congress passed the second federal law
regulating business: the Sherman Antitrust Act which
prohibits monopolies, businesses engaged in “illegal
restraint of trade.”
In 1911, the Supreme Court ruled Standard Oil
Company a monopoly and required its break-up into
34 companies, each with its own board of directors.

Ida Tarbel wrote in her autobiography:
“I never had an animus against Standard
Oil’s size and wealth, never objected to
their corporate form. I was willing that
they should combine
and grow as big and
rich as they could, but
only by legitimate
means. But they had
never played fair, and
that ruined their
greatness for me.”

Rockefeller viewed his monopoly in
terms of Social Darwinism: “It was
the law of nature, the survival of the
fittest, that [the small refiners] could
not last against such a competitor.
Undoubtedly... some of them were
very bitter. But there was no band of
greedy men plundering them. An
able, intelligent, far-seeing organiza-
tion simply outstripped men in the
casual, haphazard way of doing
business. That was inevitable.”
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6–19  !  JOHN D. ROCKEFELLER—PHILANTHROPIST

Charitable gifts of John D. Rockefeller Jr.—$537 million
John D. Rockefeller Jr. devoted his entire career to philanthropy.
His gifts funded the 1920s restoration of colonial Williamsburg.

Charitable gifts of John D. Rockefeller Sr.— $540 million

philanthropy—love, or good will, toward human beings
philanthropist—one who makes charitable gifts to improve the well-being of others
charity—giving to help those in need

John D. Rockefeller retired at age 50.
Like Carnegie, he devoted his retirement years to
philanthropy, with the professional help of Frederick Gates.
His total charitable gifts: $540,000,000.

John D. Rockefeller founded one of America’s
most famous dynasties. His son, John D. Rockefeller, Jr.,
his grandsons, and his great-grandchildren gained
prominence in philanthropy, business, and politics.
Grandson Winthrop Rockefeller was governor of Arkansas.
Grandson Nelson Rockefeller was governor of New York
and vice president of the United States.
Great-grandon Jay Rockefeller has served as governor
of West Virginia and United States Senator.

“When history passes its final verdict on John D. Rockefeller, it may well be that his
endowment of research will be recognized as a milestone in the progress of the race.…

Science today owes as much to the rich men of generosity and discernment
as the art of the Renaissance owes to the patronage of Popes and Princes.

Of these rich men, John D. Rockefeller is the supreme type.”
—Winston Churchill, St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 1936

Charitable gifts of Rockefeller Brothers Fund, 1940-1990 —$383 million
Recipients: 1,342 institutions in 37 countries

Recipients include:
The University of Chicago
The Rockefeller Institute for Medical Research
The General Education Fund
Rockefeller Sanitary Commission
The Rockefeller Foundation

FREDERICK

GATES.

JOHN D.
ROCKEFELLER
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6–20   HENRY FORD AND THE MODEL T FORD

IN 1896 IN DETROIT, MICHIGAN, HENRY FORD MADE HIS FIRST GASOLINE ENGINE CAR,

THE FIRST OF 15,000,000 BY 1927.

Henry Ford called
his first car

 a quadricycle
because it ran on bicycle wheels.

Some called it
a chug buggy

because of its bounce and noise.

Guided by a tiller,
the car had

one gear—forward—
and no brakes.

It was the talk of Detroit.

HENRY FORD, a farm boy from Dearborn, Michigan,
was a born mechanic who envisioned a future of

machine power replacing horse power.
In 1891 Ford became an engineer for the Edison Illuminating Company in Detroit.
At night he tinkered with gasoline engines in his backyard shed at 58 Bagley Street,

where he lived with his wife Clara and son Edsel. He dreamed of reducing farm
drudgery with powered tractors and building cars so low in price that

average Americans could afford to buy them.
Could he do this?

Could this grandson of Irish immigrants make his dream come true?

HENRY FORD
1863-1947

Ford built the gasoline engine in his first car.
It powered the car from a wood box in back of the driver’s seat.
Was he on the right track with a gasoline engine?
In 1900, of 4,192 automobiles manufactured, most had
steam or electric engines; only 936 used gasoline engines.
Ford learned the answer from Thomas A. Edison, his hero and
later his friend. In 1896 at a conference of the Association of
Edison Illuminating Companies in New York, Alex Dow
introduced Ford to Edison, saying: “Young fellow here has
made a gas car.” Edison asked Ford, “Is it a four-cycle engine?”
Ford nodded and sketched the gas engine.
Thomas A. Edison banged his fist on the table and said,

“Mrs. [Clara]Ford rode on the car the second day.…”—Henry Ford

“Young man, that’s the thing; you have it.
Keep at it! Electric cars must keep near to
power stations. The storage battery is too

heavy. Steam cars won’t do either.…
Your car is self-contained—

it carries its own power plant—
no boiler, no smoke, no steam.”

Ford recalled later: “That bang on the table was worth
worlds to me. No man up to that time had given me
any encouragement. I had hoped I was right, sometimes
I knew I was, sometimes I only wondered if I was, but
here… out of a clear sky the greatest inventive genius
in the world had given me a complete approval.”
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FORD ASSEMBLY LINE FOR MODEL T CARS

In 1903 Henry Ford organized the Ford Motor Company. Most cars, including Ford’s, cost from
$3,000 to $5,000. Only the rich could buy them. (In 1905, Woodrow Wilson, President of Princeton, referred
to cars as “the picture of arrogance of wealth.”)

               But Ford remembered his dream. He announced:

6–21   HENRY FORD AND MASS PRODUCTION

 1903—Henry Ford democratized the automobile by cutting costs and lowering prices.

1908—Ford  perfected the Model T and cut costs through MASS PRODUCTION.

“I will build the same car for 20 years in any
shade of black you like.”—Henry Ford

By 1918 half the cars in the country were
Model T Fords.

1913—Ford cut costs again by using a MOVING ASSEMBLY LINE.

1 car produced every 2 minutes.
Price: $290.

! Conventional method:
    each worker assembled 29 parts.
  ASSEMBLY TIME: 20 MINUTES.

! Moving assembly line method:
    29 workers in front of a conveyer
   (moving) belt were assigned
   one of 29 operations.
  ASSEMBLY TIME: 5 MINUTES.

MAKING A GENERATOR IN 1914 HENRY FORD
announced two new labor
policies that shook the world:
!SHORTER HOURS:
 8-hour day  instead of
 10-hour, the national average
!HIGHER WAGES:
$5 per hour instead of $2.50,
the national average.
Ford’s business efforts created
jobs on a massive scale:
81,000 by 1927. His workers
helped win World War I and
World War II by mobilizing
U.S. armed forces.

1914—INDUSTRY
SHAKING NEWS
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6–22  !  HIGHWAYS ACROSS AMERICA

Model T Fords, Packards, Oldsmobiles, Buicks, Studebakers, Maxwells—a multitude of cars rolled off production
lines. In 1909 Americans owned 300,000 cars; in 1924 they owned 20 million. Between 1914 and 1919, the
automobile industry grew from 15th to 7th place in size among U.S. industries.

The nation of cars realized it must become a nation of highways. In 1900 there were only about 150,000 miles of
paved road. In 1912 Carl G. Fisher, a founder of the Indianapolis Motor Speedway in Indiana, proposed a big

THE LINCOLN HIGHWAY

TOURISM: AMERICANS ON THE GO

Many Americans had never been
farther than 50 to 100 miles from
home. Now they could explore.
Tourism became the rage, creating
countless jobs as “tourist courts,”
gasoline stations, and restaurants
sprang up along roads and highways.

In 1919 Lieutenant Colonel Dwight
D. Eisenhower signed on as something
of a tourist, officially an observer, to
travel the Lincoln Highway with the
U.S. Army Transcontinental Expedition.

THE U.S. ARMY ON THE LINCOLN HIGHWAY, 1919

Lieutenant Colonel
Dwight D. Eisenhower,
1919

“I wanted to go along partly for a lark and partly to learn. The
trip would dramatize the need for better main highways. The use
of Army vehicles of almost all types would offer an opportunity
for comparative tests. And many Americans would be able to
see…equipment used in the war just concluded.…”

At an average speed of six miles an hour, it took 62 days to drive
from Washington, D.C. to San Francisco. The highway was in
need of improvement and vehicles broke down, but Eisenhower
called the trip a “genuine adventure.”1

In 1956, as president, Eisenhower signed the Interstate Highway
Act, inspired by the “old convoy” trip and German autobahns.

In his 1967 book, At Ease: Stories I Tell My Friends, President Dwight D. Eisenhower described traveling the Lincoln
Highway in 1919 with the U.S. Army Transcontinental Expedition, a convoy of 81 motor vehicles and 300 men. He wrote:

project: a 3,300-mile paved transcontinental highway connecting New York
City and San Francisco. He organized the Lincoln Highway Association
(LHA) to oversee the project; the highway was completed in fourteen months.

Named the Lincoln Highway for President Abraham Lincoln, the
highway was paid for by $5.00 memberships to honor Lincoln, as well as
larger contributions from automobile companies. Communities were
encouraged to build “Seedling Miles” by applying to the LHA for free
cement, enough to build a sixteen-foot wide, mile-long highway section.

1916 the federal government became responsible for road building with the
Federal-Aid Highway Act and in 1926 incorporated the Lincoln Highway
into its road system. To memorialize the highway, the LHA created 3,000
cement markers featuring a medallion of Abraham Lincoln. The markers
were placed along the Lincoln Highway by the Boy Scouts of America.

1Dwight D. Eisenhower, At Ease: Stories I Tell My Friends (New York: Doubleday & Company, Inc., 1967), 57-67.
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6–23 ! MADAME C.J. WALKER: AMERICA’S FIRST WOMAN SELF-MADE MILLIONAIRE

Orphaned by a yellow fever epidemic in 1875,
Sarah (age 7) and her sister Louvenia began to
make their own living, first as cotton pickers on
the Burney plantation—then as maids and
laundresses in Vicksburg, Mississippi.
At age 14, Sarah married Moses McWilliams and
three years later gave birth to a daughter, A’Lelia.
Widowed in 1887, Sarah moved with A’Lelia to
St. Louis, Missouri, where for 18 years she
supported A’Lelia and herself as a laundress.

Sarah earned enough money doing laundry to give A’Lelia a high
school education and send her to Knoxville College in Tennessee.

In 1905 Sarah set out to improve herself and her circumstances.
                                                                             

Sarah’s self-improvement plans soon came to a halt: she
began losing her hair. Then, in a dream a black man gave
her the secret formula for a remedy.

The formula worked. Sarah’s hair began to grow so fast
that her friends and their friends all wanted to buy the
remedy—and Sarah was in business.

Moving to Denver, a less competitive cosmetics market,
she began producing and selling three secret-formula hair
products she created for black women: Wonderful Hair
Grower, Vegetable Shampoo, and Glossine.

In 1906 Sarah married Charles Joseph Walker, a St. Louis
friend with newspaper sales experience who helped her with
sales. She adopted the brand name Madame C.J. Walker
Hair Products and kept it after divorcing Walker in 1910.

Sarah innovated in marketing by hiring young black
women for door-to-door sales work. She opened a sales
training school for them in Pittsburgh and named it Lelia
College, for her daughter who had joined the business.

In 1910 Sarah built in Indianapolis, Indiana, a
block-long business/entertainment center as a site for her
Madame C.J. Walker Manufacturing Company.

Sarah Breedlove, later known as Madame C.J. Walker, was born December 23,1867,
in Delta, Louisiana, on the Robert Burney cotton plantation. She was the first child

born in freedom to Owen and Minerva Breedlove, tenant farmers freed from slavery in 1865.
(The Burney plantation was Union General Ulysses S. Grant’s staging area for the 1863 siege of Vicksburg.)

Through talent and hard work, Sarah became a successful cosmetics inventor and entrepreneur.
Her factory and sales force gave employment to more than 3,000 African-American women,

some of whom earned $1,000 a month. Her accomplishments are the more remarkable
because she was America’s first woman, of any race, to become a self-made millionaire.

How did this happen?

At a young age, Sarah began
working in the cotton fields with
her parents and siblings. She also
did laundry for white families to
bring in extra money.

By 1918 Sarah Breedlove Walker had become a
millionaire, moved her company headquarters to Harlem
in New York City, and built a 20-room mansion on the
Hudson River.

She also had become a political activist who protested
racial inequality, as well as a philanthropist who aided
organizations such as the YMCA, Tuskegee Institute,
NAACP, and Frederick Douglass Museum.
She organized her sales force
into Walker Clubs and gave
cash prizes to those doing
the most charity work.

At Sarah’s death in 1919,
W.E.B. DeBois wrote in
the August 19th
issue of The Crisis
a tribute to her
philanthropy
and her impact
on African-
American
women.

MADAME C.J. WALKER HAIR PRODUCTS MILLIONAIRE, SOCIAL ACTIVIST, AND PHILANTHROPIST

EARLY LIFE SELF-IMPROVEMENT PLANS
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“All that harms labor is treason to America.
No line can be drawn between these two.

If any man tells you he loves America, yet he hates labor, he is a liar.
If a man tells you he trusts America, yet fears labor, he is a fool.”

—Abraham Lincoln, 1864

SAMUEL

GOMPERS
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7–1  !  INDUSTRIALIZATION’S IMPACT ON LABOR CONDITIONS

AMERICA’S POST-CIVIL WAR WORK FORCE GREW RAPIDLY, ESPECIALLY IN MANUFACTURING.

Total work force Workers in manufacturing

1870 12,920,000 2,130,000
1900 29,070,000 6,250,000

Women Children (age 15 and younger)

1870 1,900,000   750,000
1900 5,300,000 1,750,000

SOURCES OF LABOR:
!"Farmers were the major source of industrial labor as farm machines increased production with fewer workers.

!"Immigrants were the second most important source of industrial labor. Almost 12 million entered the United States
    between 1870 and 1900. By 1880 they constituted 13 percent of the population and 32 percent of the work force.

!"Women and children increasingly were hired as workers because they could be paid lower wages.
    Most women worked in factories, but some became clerical workers in offices.
    Most children worked in textile mills, coal mines, and meat-packing plants.

Agricultural workers Non-Agricultural workers

1860   6,207,634 4,325,116
1900 10,911,998 18,161,235

THE STATUS OF INDUSTRIAL WORKERS

With the machine age and the growth of industry, the status of American workers changed from that of artisans

owning their own tools to employees running their bosses’ machines. The resulting problems included:

!"Alienation—Personal relationships between owners and employees vanished as corporate executives replaced

    owner-managers. Concern for workers’ welfare diminished, as did workers’ loyalty to employers.

!"Job insecurity—Technical changes and seasonal lay-offs often caused abrupt unemployment with no compensation.

!"Physical danger—Accident rates were high because of complicated machinery. Noise and dust dulled the senses

    and created health problems.

!"Loss of community—Labor leader Samuel Gompers said labor was “atomized in the acid of individualistic

    capitalism.” Workers labored only with the company of machines.

!"Low wages—Between 1860 and 1890, factory wages increased only from an average of $1.00 to $1.50 a day.

    There was also, however, an increase in real wages, that is wages in relation to prices.

!"Long hours—Factory hours ranged from 10 to 14 hours a day, six days a week. In 1868, Congress passed the

    first federal 8-hour day law. It applied only to workers employed by the federal government.

CHANGES  IN THE WORK FORCE

(Source for the above statistics is Harper & Row Publishers’ Encyclopedia of American History, edited by Richard B. Morris.)
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Big business called for big labor, according to Gilded Age labor leaders.
Although labor unions had existed in America since the 18th century, there arose after the Civil War

a new national labor movement in which workers joined forces to bargain collectively with employers.

A major question: Would labor unions reject capitalism in favor of socialism—the gradual abolition
of private property, the collective ownership of the means of production, transportation, and communication?

Or Marxian communism—a violent overthrow of capitalism in favor of a dictatorship of the proletariat (workers)?

No. A common characteristic of American labor unions is their economic conservatism. They chose capitalism.
Why?

According to historian Carl Degler, in America everyone is an “expectant capitalist.”
Mobility is possible. Many wage-earners climbed the ladder to improved positions, “white collar”

jobs—even self-employment. Immigrants kept coming to America because it remained the land of opportunity.
Many of them earned enough to send money back home.

Meanwhile, laborers organized a variety of unions—successful and unsuccessful—that spoke in a collective voice
to industrial America.

NATIONAL LABOR UNION, 1866

NATIONAL LABOR REFORM PARTY, 1872

7–2  ! BEGINNINGS OF THE NATIONAL LABOR UNION MOVEMENT

SOCIALIST LABOR PARTY, 1877

FOUNDING:
The National Labor Union, a federation of craft unions, was the first national Union. Organized in 1866 in
Baltimore by William H. Sylvis, a Pennsylvania iron molder, it was called the National Labor Congress until 1868,
when it became the National Labor Union. In 1869 Sylvis died, and Ira Stewart assumed leadership.

GOALS AND RESULTS:
!"8-hour work day—In 1868, Congress passed the first federal 8-hour day law. It applied only to federal
     government workers. The NLU is important in labor history because of its influence in passage of this law.
!"Higher wages—The NLU was the first union to argue that higher wages would aid the whole economy by
     increasing consumption, a point Henry Ford proved in 1914 with the $5 daily wage.
!"Elimination of monopolies
!"Equal rights for women, children, and African-Americans—Too idealistic for the times; diffused efforts.
!"No strikes—Led to weak bargaining positions.
!"Worker owned cooperatives—Conflicting objectives among producers and consumers weakened the co-ops.
! Political involvement—Diverted efforts to achieve economic goals.

DEMISE:
In 1872 the NLU, too idealistic and impractical to survive the depression of the early 1870s, transformed itself
into the National Labor Reform Party and devoted its efforts to politics.

In 1877 Daniel DeLeon founded the Socialist Labor Party. Its members, mainly German immigrants, were
committed to Marxist class warfare. They tried to capture control of the trade unions. Failing this, in the 1880s they
formed the Central Labor Union to challenge the newly formed American Federation of Labor, headed by Samuel
Gompers. They accused Gompers of betraying workers by accepting the “wage slavery” of capitalism. In 1894
Gompers defeated DeLeon’s socialists. Eugene Debs would lead another group of socialists into the new century.

1872—The Labor Reform Party, the first national labor political party, collapsed when its nominee for United
States president, Judge David Davis of Illinois, withdrew from the race.
Labor leaders concluded that a labor political party led nowhere. Thus, unlike Great Britain where trade unions
helped create a labor political party, the United States has never had a successful labor party within its political system.
If a labor political party failed, might a socialist political party achieve labor’s aims?
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7–3  ! THE KNIGHTS OF LABOR, 1869

The Knights of Labor, founded in 1869 by Philadelphia garment worker Uriah Stephens,
was the first major  labor union in the Gilded Age.

Would it solve labor’s problems?

The Noble Order of the Knights of Labor began as a secret society with elaborate rituals that created a sense
of community and comaraderie.

In contrast to the National Labor Union, a federation of unions organized around skilled workers in specific
crafts such as carpentry, the Knights of Labor was an industrial union composed of individual workers, skilled and
unskilled, in all trades. The Knights were inclusive, welcoming women and African-Americans. And they were
open, welcoming “all who toil,” except lawyers, bankers, doctors, stockbrokers, and liquor manufacturers.

In 1878 Terrance V. Powderly replaced Uriah Stephens as leader of the Knights of Labor. Powderly, the son of
Irish immigrants, was a machinist from Scranton, Pennsylvania. He strengthened the union by discarding secret
rituals (which made it possible for Catholics to join) and stressing union goals:

THE HAYMARKET SQUARE BOMBING, MAY 4, 1886

!"8-hour day

!"Abolition of child labor

!"Worker-owned cooperatives

!"Boycotts and arbitration rather than strikes
     (Some members, however, did engage in strikes.)

!"Graduated income tax

!"Currency reform

Powderly led the the Knights of Labor to new heights
in membership: from 10,000 in 1878 to 700,000
in 1886.

Nevertheless, the union peaked and collapsed before
meeting most of its goals. The main reason: it was
unfairly associated with the 1886 Haymarket tragedy.

In 1886 a series of 8-hour day strikes swept the country, including Chicago.

In Chicago on May 3rd, four people were killed when police fired at an unruly
crowd of strikers at the McCormick Harvesting Machine Company.

A group of anarchists, committed to overthrow of the government,
called for a protest meeting the next day at Haymarket Square. On May 4th
about 1,300 protesters gathered there, but rain and long speeches caused
most to leave early. Only about 300 remained when police came and
ordered the crowd to disperse.

From an unknown source a bomb exploded, killing and wounding several
policemen. A riot broke out as the police retaliated with gunfire that killed at
least seven people and wounded more than 100.
The bomb-throwing culprit was never found, but eight anarchists—seven of
them German immigrants—were convicted of conspiracy. Four were executed; three still living in 1893 were
pardoned by John Peter Altgeld, Democratic governor of Illinois.

Americans’ reactions? Fear and hostility directed toward anarchists, socialists, immigrants, and labor unions.

TERRANCE V.
POWDERLY
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7–4  !  THE AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR AND ITS COMPETITORS

 “The worst crime against working people is a company which fails to operate at a profit.”—Samuel Gompers

In 1886 the AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR (AFL)
replaced the Knights of Labor as America’s most important union.

It remained so for the next half century.

In 1886 Samuel Gompers (1850-1924) of the Cigarmakers Union,
founded the American Federation of Labor as an association of trade
unions—skilled workers within a single trade group. For four decades he
served as its president (except for one year): from 1886 to his death in 1924.

Gompers accepted capitalism and rejected the idealistic, social reform goals
of earlier unions.

“The AFL is not a Sunday School,” Gompers said.
It would focus on practical “bread and butter” goals such as:

! Higher wages
! Shorter hours
! Safe working conditions
! Employers’ liability
! Strikes

SAMUEL

GOMPERS

In 1935 AFL member John L. Lewis argued for a return to
industrial unionism as a better approach to huge industries
such as autos, steel, and rubber. He organized fellow dissenters
into the Congress for Industrial Organization (CIO).

In 1937 the AFL expelled the CIO, and it became a separate union.

In 1955 the AFL and CIO reunited as the AFL-CIO,
America’s dominant union.

THE CONGRESS FOR INDUSTRIAL ORGANIZATION (CIO)

INDUSTRIAL WORKERS OF THE WORLD (IWW)

The Industrial Workers of the World (IWW or Wobblies), the polar opposite of the AFL, was founded in Chicago
in 1905 by some 200 socialists, anarchists, and radical trade unionists (mostly members of the Western Federation
of Miners). Its leaders included “Big Bill” Haywood, Daniel De Leon, Eugene V. Debs, and Mary Harris “Mother” Jones.

The IWW was a militant union with the goal of abolishing capitalism through strikes, boycotts, and sabotage. It dis-
dained the AFL for working within the capitalist system. Its constitution called for class warfare, stating: “The working
class and the employing class have nothing in common.…Between these two classes a struggle must go on until all
the toilers .…take and hold that which they produce by their labor....” During the years from 1905 to 1917 the
IWW, with only about 60,000 members, won many of its strikes in the West (mainly against mine owners) and a
few in the East (against textile mill owners.) The IWW declined after 1917 because of its opposition to World War I.

WHY DID THE AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR OUTLAST OTHER UNIONS?
According to Samuel Gompers “business unionism” offered the key to success. He considered unions a business
operating within the capitalist economic system, the equal of big business and big government. Rejecting politics,
he took an opportunistic stance toward all: reward your friends, punish your enemies.

What is the future of labor unions? Manufacturing jobs, where unions were strongest, steadily declined during the
second half of the 20th century. In the first decade of the 21st century about 15 percent of American workers
belong to unions, less than half the number in 1950.

Gompers increased AFL membership to 1,700,000 by 1904 and almost 4,000,000 by 1920. When Gompers died,
he was replaced by William Green, who led the AFL from 1924 to 1952.

JOHN L. LEWIS
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7–5  !  LABOR STRIKES BACK
Labor unrest turned into labor militancy.

More than 24,000 strikes occurred between 1881 and 1900.
Three of the largest affected the whole nation.

THE GREAT RAILROAD STRIKE, 1877

THE HOMESTEAD STRIKE, 1892

THE PULLMAN STRIKE, 1894

In July 1877, near the end of a severe, five-year depression, workers
on several eastern railroads went on strike to protest wage cuts. More
than two-thirds of the nation’s railroads were affected. Violence broke
out in several cities as the strike spread from Maryland into
Pennsylvania, West Virginia, and Illinois. Philadelphia militiamen
called out to quell riots in Pittsburgh killed twenty strikers.

At the request of four state governors, President Rutherford B. Hayes
sent federal troops to stop the strikes and restore order. This action set
a precedent for government intervention in labor disputes.

Labor union members resented Hayes’ action and became more open
to third-party movements.

In July 1892 Henry C. Frick, chairman of the Carnegie Steel Company, decided to crush the Amalgamated Association
of Iron and Steel Workers union at the Homestead Plant near Pittsburgh rather than renew the union contract for
increased wages. Owner Andrew Carnegie, vacationing in Scotland, backed Frick.
When angry workers struck, Frick shut down the steel plant, hired strikebreakers, and brought in 300 guards from the
Pinkerton Detective Agency to protect them. The strikers attacked the guards, and lives were lost on both sides.

In 1894 workers at George Pullman’s Palace Car Company of Chicago called a strike to protest a cut in wages.
(Hurt by the Panic of 1893 and ensuing depression, George Pullman had cut wages but not rents in the company
town of Pullman, Illinois.) Many of the Pullman workers belonged to the American Railway Union (ARU), an
independent union headed by Eugene Debs. The ARU supported the strikers by refusing to run trains with
Pullman cars. This caused a national crisis.

The railroads’ General Managers’ Association persuaded President Grover Cleveland to have a federal injunction
(a court order forbidding certain actions) issued to end the strike and to send 2,000 federal troops to enforce it.
Cleveland did so over the protest of Illinois Governor John Peter Altgeld, justifying his action on
the basis of safeguarding the U.S. mail, carried by trains, and protecting interstate commerce.

Eugene Debs and seven other ARU leaders were imprisoned six months for
ignoring the injunction. In U.S. v. Debs (1894) the Supreme Court upheld their
convictions and—in a severe blow to unions—validated use of the injunction to
break strikes: the Court ruled that the Sherman Antitrust Act applied to unions
acting “in constraint of trade” through strikes and other means. Not until the
1914 Clayton Act would this ruling be changed. And what of Debs?

At his trial Debs said he was not a socialist; emerging from prison he declared himself a socialist. What happened?

State militiamen eventually put down the strike, and the strikers returned to work,
On July 23, 1892, anarchist
Alexander Berkman attempted to
assassinate Henry Frick. Frick
recovered from the gunshot
wound and also from public
disfavor. The labor union,
unfairly associated with the attack,
displaced Frick as the  villain
of the Homestead strike.

HENRY C.
FRICK
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7–6  !  EUGENE DEBS: THE MAKING OF A SOCIALIST

IN THE BEGINNING—A MIDWESTERN DEMOCRAT

Eugene Debs (1855-1926) grew up in Terre Haute, Indiana, the son of immigrants from Alsace. He worked
briefly as a railroad fireman, then as a billing clerk in a wholesale grocery firm. His heart, however, remained with
railroad workers. In 1875 he joined the Brotherhood of Locomotive Firemen, and in 1880 he began an eleven-year
stint as Grand Secretary of Brotherhood of Railway Firemen and editor of its magazine. A Democrat, he won
election in 1884 for one term as state representative to the Indiana General Assembly. Still active with railroad
workers, Debs in 1893 organized the American Railway Union (ARU) in Chicago.

A PRISON EDUCATION: HENRY GEORGE, EDWARD BELLAMY, KARL MARX

In his 1902 essay, “How I Became a Socialist,”1

Debs said that during the violent Pullman
conflict, he learned “my first practical lesson
in Socialism, though wholly unaware that
it was called by that name....” He wrote:

AND THEN CAME THE PULLMAN STRIKE, 1894

Debs spent six months in prison following his arrest for ignoring an injunction against the Pullman strike in 1894.
In “How I Became a Socialist”1 Debs described his gradual conversion to socialism during his prison term. “Books and
pamphlets and letters from socialists came by every mail and I began to read and think and dissect the anatomy of
the system in which workingmen, however organized, could be shattered and battered and splintered at a single
stroke.” Early on, two popular books intrigued him, both bestsellers offering socialist solutions to poverty.

Henry George’s solution to
poverty was a single, heavy
tax on land, the ownership
of which was a monopoly
of the worst sort. This in
effect would make land the
common property of all.

Edward Bellamy’s novel portrayed
a blissful, utopian society in which
business was nationalized (owned
by the government) and private
property abolished. Hundreds of
“Nationalist” clubs exposed
Americans to socialist ideas.

Debs wrote that as the “first glimmerings of Socialism were beginning to penetrate, that Victor L. Berger—and I
have loved him ever since—came to Woodstock [prison], as if a providential instrument, and delivered the first
impassioned message of Socialism I had ever heard—the very first to set the ‘wires humming in my system.’ As a
souvenir of that visit there is in my library a volume of ‘Capital,’ by Karl Marx, inscribed with the compliments of
Victor L. Berger, which I cherish as a token of priceless value.”

KARL

MARX
Debs tried to win the U.S. presidency for the Socialist
Democratic party and the Socialist party of America, both of
which he helped found. In 1912 he won 6 percent of the vote. His
campaign theme, as he expressed it in the 1908 election:
“I am in revolt against capitalism.”

EUGENE DEBS: SOCIALIST CANDIDATE FOR PRESIDENT
1900, 1904, 1908, 1912, 1920

1Eugene Debs and Bruce Rogers (eds.), Debs: His Life, Writings and Speeches (Girard, Kansas: The Appeal to Reason, 1908), 473-475.

“I am in revolt against capitalism.”—Eugene Debs, 1908
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During the United States’ first century
successive waves of immigrants, mostly from northwestern Europe,

arrived in America to seek citizenship
and the American dream:

THE DREAM OF FINDING FREEDOM AND OPPORTUNITY TO BE WHO YOU ARE

AND BECOME WHAT YOU MIGHT BE AS A HUMAN BEING.

Immigration peaked after the Civil War, with 35,000,000 immigrants
coming to America’s shores between 1865 and 1914.

The 1880s witnessed a new wave of immigrants
from southeastern Europe.

Many were welcomed by
the new Statue of Liberty,

symbol of the American dream.

“America has been settled by people of all nations.”—Herman Melville
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“I hope and firmly believe that the
whole world will, sooner or later, feel
benefit from the issue of our assertion
of the rights of man.”

“It is indeed an animating thought,
that while we are securing the rights
of ourselves and our posterity, we are
pointing out the way to struggling
nations, who wish like us to emerge
from their tyrannies also. Heaven help
their struggles, and lead them, as it has
done us, triumphantly through them.”
                              —Thomas Jefferson

“I always consider the settlement of
America with reverence and wonder,
as the opening of a grand scheme
and design in Providence for the
illumination and emancipation
of the slavish part of mankind all
over the earth.”
                                   —John Adams

“The free government we have
established is so congenial with reason,
with common sense…that it must
produce…a desire of imitation.…Our
country, if it does justice to itself,
will be the officina-Libertatis
[workshop of liberty], to
the civilized world, and do
more than any other for the
uncivilized.”
                     —James Madison

‘God grant that not only the Love of
Liberty but a thorough knowledge of
the rights of man may pervade all the
nations of the earth, so that a
philosopher may set his feet anywhere
on its surface and say, ‘This is my
country.’”
                         —Benjamin Franklin

June 10, 1990—”We live during a remarkable moment in world history, an exhilarating time—the triumph of freedom
[in Eastern Europe]. But freedom has a constant companion—challenge. And so I challenge you to make the most of our
changing world, to take risks to do something  extraordinary. Whatever you do, live a life of  adventure and meaning so
brilliant that like a Roman candle, it lights up the world. Dazzle us. Astonish us. Be extraordinary!”
                                                                                     —George Bush, President of the United States, 1989-1993.

8–1  !  LIBERTY ENLIGHTENING THE WORLD, 1886

The STATUE OF LIBERTY, towering 305 feet above New York Harbor, was a gift from France to the United States
in 1886. It honors the 1778 French-American alliance, negotiated by Benjamin Franklin, that helped the

United States win independence. It symbolizes the American dream of creating a land of liberty,
and it represents the Founding Fathers’ goal of inspiring liberty among all nations.
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THE NEW COLOSSUS
by Emma Lazarus

EMMA LAZARUS (1849-1887), a poet and essayist in New York City,
wrote a poem called “The New Colossus” to help raise money for the base of the Statue of Liberty.

Her poem, inscribed on the base of the statue in 1904, gave new meaning to the statue.
The Statue of Liberty—a beacon of freedom to immigrants sailing by it into

New York Harbor—has become a symbol of the American dream.

Immigrants sailing past the Statue of Liberty into New
York harbor, the port of entry for most, were warmed
by her welcome. But they faced uncertainty at the
receiving center—Castle Garden from 1855 to 1892  or
Ellis Island from 1892 to 1954—where either they were
accepted or else deported because of disease or disability.
From New York City and other points of entry—such
as Boston, Philadelphia, Baltimore, New Orleans,
Galveston, and San Francisco—they moved to farms in
the Midwest and Texas and to cities, mostly in the East
and Midwest.

Keep, ancient lands, your storied Pomp! cries she
With silent lips. Give me your tired, your poor,
Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free,
The wretched refuse of your teeming shore,
Send these, the homeless, tempest-tossed to me—
I lift my lamp beside the golden door!”

8–2  !  THE STATUE OF LIBERTY:  “THE NEW COLOSSUS”

“Not like the brazen giant of Greek fame,
With conquering limbs astride from land to land;
Here at our sea-washed sunset gates shall stand
A mighty woman with a torch, whose flame
Is the imprisoned lightning, and her name
Mother of Exiles. From her beacon-hand
Glows world-wide welcome; her mild eyes command
The air-bridged harbor that twin-cities frame.

IN 2000: TOP TEN ANCESTRY GROUPS IN U.S.

In spite of difficulties such as language barriers,
cultural adjustments, and discrimination, immigrants
helped build America. They have contributed their
labor and intelligence in fields and factories, in
business and the professions, and in the arts and sciences.

Examples include Andrew Carnegie and Alexander
Graham Bell, Scotland; Irving Berlin, Russia; Samuel
Gompers, England; Victor Herbert, Ireland; I.M. Pei,
China; Michael Pupin, Serbia; Carl Schurz, Germany;
Nikola Tesla, Croatia; and Henry Villard, Germany.

CONTRIBUTIONS OF IMMIGRANTS
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8–3  !  IMMIGRATION: AN OVERVIEW
immigrant—a person who enters a country of which he is not a native in order to permanently live there

emigrant—a person who leaves a country permanently to settle elsewhere

IMMIGRATION TO THE UNITED STATES, 1820-1999

“Old immigration” (1830-80),
mostly northern Europeans who spoke
English. Famines (such as the potato
famine in Ireland) and persecution
motivated many, including
German Jews and the Irish.
Chinese came to
labor in the West,
Chinese and Irish
men worked on
railroads.

“New immigration” (1880-1920),
mostly southern and eastern
Europeans; some Japanese and
Mexicans. Fewer spoke English.
Many came for new industrial
jobs.

High demand for
industrial labor.

IN AMERICA WE ALL ARE IMMIGRANTS—OR CHILDREN OF IMMIGRANTS.
DO YOU KNOW WHERE YOU CAME FROM—AND WHEN?

WORLD
WAR II
1941-45

CIVIL
WAR
1861-65

Immigration
Quota Acts,

1921 and 1924

1965, Quota
system repealed.
Replaced with
annual maximum.
Greater numbers
came from Asia,
Latin America.

By 1980s
almost 50
percent came
from Asia.

WORLD
WAR I
1914-18

1820-1999: UNITED STATES IMMIGRANTS NUMBERED  65,239,624.
Total United States population in 2000: 281,421,906

(Graph dates represent total immigrants for that decade.)

1882 Chinese
Exclusion Act

and other
immigration
restrictions.
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8–4  IMMIGRATION RESTRICTIONS, 1882-1924

CHINESE EXCLUSION ACT, 1882

Between 1850 and 1882 more than 30,000 Chinese, fleeing famine and political turmoil at home, immigrated to
America’s Pacific Coast. They came in search of jobs made available by the California gold rush and railroad
construction. During the 1860s the Central Pacific Railroad Company recruited Chinese to help build the first
transcontinental railroad, ultimately  employing about ten thousand. After completion of the transcontinental
railroad, many Chinese workers found other employment or opened small businesses such as restaurants and
laundries. By 1880 the California population was nine percent Chinese.

The Chinese played a vital part in building up the West. They suffered discrimination, however—and sometimes
violence—because white workers resented the competition of Chinese who labored long and hard for low wages.
In 1882, responding to calls for restrictive measures, Congress passed the Chinese Exclusion Act, which suspended
Chinese immigration for 10 years. Section 14 stated, “no State court or court of the United States shall admit Chinese to
citizenship.” The Act was renewed in 1892 and made permanent in 1902. It was repealed in 1943 because China had
become an ally of the United States in World War II. (The 1882 Act also excluded “convicts, lunatics, idiots.”)

MAJOR IMMIGRATION ACTS: 1885-1924

Anti-immigrant sentiment in the United States intensified with the large number of  so-called “new immigrants”
(10,500,000 between 1890 and 1920) from southern and eastern Europe—mainly from Italy, Greece, Poland, Russia, and
Austria-Hungary. Before 1890 most immigrants had come from northern and western Europe—mainly from Great Britain,
Scandinavia, and Germany. These “old immigrants” were assimilated into American culture rather easily because most were
Protestant and spoke English. In contrast, many of the “new immigrants” were Catholic or Jewish and did not speak
English; and many were dark-skinned. Americans regarded them as more foreign and less able, or willing, to assimilate.

In the 1890s the American Protective Association, an anti-Catholic organization of 2.500,000 members, began
demanding severe immigration restrictions—as did members of the Immigration Restriction League, founded in 1894 by
Henry Cabot Lodge, John Fiske and others.

BETWEEN 1885 AND 1924, A SERIES OF IMMIGRATION LAWS WERE DIRECTED TOWARD THE “NEW IMMIGRANTS.”
1885, 1887 Contract Labor Laws:  prohibited immigration of those who signed work contracts before arriving in U.S.
1906 Naturalization Act: required citizenship
applicants to speak English and sign their applications.

1917 Immigration Act: required a literacy test.
1921 Immigration Act: fixed a maximum of 357,000
immigrants each year and set an annual quota on the
number of immigrants from any European country:
3 percent of a country’s immigrants documented in
the 1910 U.S. Census.

1924 Immigration Act: revised that of 1921.
It fixed a maximum of 164,000 immigrants each year
and set an annual quota of 2 percent of a country’s
immigrants documented in the 1890 U.S. Census.

In 1891Congress created the Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) to administer federal laws relating to immigrants.
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I hereby declare, on oath, that I absolutely and entirely renounce and
abjure all allegiance and fidelity to any foreign prince, potentate, state
or sovereignty, to whom or which I have heretofore been a subject or
citizen; that I will support and defend the Constitution and laws of the
United States of America against all enemies, foreign and domestic;
that I will bear arms on behalf of the United States when required by
law; that I will perform noncombatant service in the armed forces of
the United States when required by law; that I will perform work of
national importance under civilian direction when required by law, and
that I take this obligation freely without any mental reservation or
purpose of evasion; so help me God.

“You who have been born in  America, I wish I could make you understand what it is like not to be an American—
not to have been an American all your life—and then suddenly with the words of a man in flowing robes to be one,
for that moment and forever after. One moment you belong with your fathers to a million dead yesterdays—
the next you belong with America to a million unborn tomorrows.”—George Magar Mardikian

The United States welcomes as citizens those who fulfill naturalization requirements—including
a five-year residency, good moral character, and a  knowledge of United States history and
government— and take the OATH OF ALLEGIANCE to the United States. Constitution.

8–5  !  BECOMING A UNITED STATES CITIZEN
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It is the responsibility and right of every American to
maintain and preserve the Constitution of the United
States. All other duties and privileges follow this.

We the People of the United States,
in Order to form a more perfect Union,

establish Justice, ensure domestic Tranquillity, provide for the
common defense, promote the general Welfare, and secure

the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity,
do ordain and establish this

Constitution for the United States of America.

THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Preamble

RESPONSIBILITIES  RIGHTS

! Learn the history of the United States—
the story of people who made the ideals of freedom
and self-government a reality.

! Read, understand, and uphold the Declaration of
Independence.

! Read, understand, and uphold the Constitution
of the United States.

! Involve your family in discussing American history
and government so that this knowledge is maintained
through the generations.

! Obey the laws of country, state, and community.

! Participate in politics by staying informed and
supporting political parties and candidates.

! Vote in all elections when qualified, after studying
the issues and candidates.

! Serve on juries, if qualified.

! Serve your community and nation, as you are able,
through volunteer activities, political office, and
military service.

! Pay taxes—the financial means by which the
government functions—while guarding vigilantly the
historic principle fundamental to our liberty:
“No taxation without representation.”

! Be of good moral character: honest, fair, and kind.

! Equal protection of rights by a written Constitution
that is the supreme law of the land.

! Life, liberty, and property, unless deprived by due
process of law.

! Protection of individual rights as stated in the
Bill of Rights.

! Protection against domestic violence and foreign
invasion.

! A republican form of government, state as well as
national.

! A capitalist economic system based on the rights to:
own property, work as one chooses, and make a profit.

! Lawful means of amending the Constitution.

! Voting and jury rights, if qualified, without
regard to race, religion, or gender.

! Public service through elected office.

! Habeas corpus—the right not to be arrested or
imprisoned without immediate, formal charges by
the government.

! Protection against bills of attainder—laws passed
by legislatures to convict a person of a crime.

! Protection against ex post facto laws—laws
penalizing people for acts that were legal at the time
of action but made illegal later.

8–6  !  CITIZENSHIP: RESPONSIBILITIES AND RIGHTS
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8–7  !  CITIZENSHIP: WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE AN AMERICAN?

“Our citizenship in any particular state is only our local distinction.…Our great title is AMERICANS.”—Thomas Paine
“America is an idea as much as it is a country.”—Henry Grunwald

“How long will the American republic endure?” the French historian Guizot asked James Russell Lowell. Lowell replied:
“As long as the IDEAS of the men who founded it continue dominant.…”

Our commitment to the idea of liberty and justice for all, codified in the
       DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE and the UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION,

is what makes us Americans.

THOMAS JEFFERSON described the preservation of human rights to life, liberty,
and the pursuit of happiness as the sole basis for governments in

THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE:
“We hold these truths to be self-evident: That all men are created equal;
that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights;

that among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness;
that to secure these rights, governments are instituted among men,

deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed.”

Congress has extended the liberties of U.S. citizenship since the Civil War.

1920—THE NINETEENTH AMENDMENT

granted women the right to vote.
Carrie Chapman Catt directed the
final two decades of a 72-year suffrage
campaign started by Elizabeth Cady
Stanton in 1848 and led  by Stanton
and Susan B. Anthony during its first
half-century.

1924—THE INDIAN CITIZENSHIP ACT

granted Native Americans citizenship.
State laws determined their voting
elegibility.

1865—THE THIRTEENTH AMENDMENT

abolished slavery.
1868—THE FOURTEENTH AMENDMENT

granted citizenship to male African-
Americans.
1870—THE FIFTEENTH AMENDMENT

granted suffrage to male African-Americans.
1964—The Civil Rights Act prohibited
racial discrimination in public places;
required equal employment opportunities.
1965—THE

VOTING RIGHTS ACT

ensured African-
Americans their right to vote.

Martin Luther King, Jr.,
led a civil rights movement
supporting the 1964 and 1965
acts.

AFRICAN-AMERICANS WOMEN NATIVE AMERICANS

TWO AMENDMENTS, IN 1964 AND 1971, HAVE ENSURED OR EXTENDED VOTING RIGHTS.
! 24th Amendment:  The right of a U.S. citizen to vote in presidential and congressional elections shall

not be  denied or abridged for failure to pay a poll tax or any other tax.
! 26th Amendment: The right to vote of U.S. citizens 18 years of age or older shall not be denied or abridged

 because of age.

“Citizens by birth or choice of a common country,
that country has a right to concentrate your affections.

The name of AMERICAN, which belongs to you, in your national capacity,
must always exalt the just pride of Patriotism,

more than any appellation derived from local discriminations.”
—George Washington

CARRIE CHAPMAN CATT
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“A city is the pulsating product of the human hand and mind,
reflecting man’s history, his struggle for freedom, creativity, genius.…”

 —Charles Abrams
                                                                               

“…modern cities are merely resultants of the vast crowds of people
who have collected at certain centres

which have become manufacturing and distributing centres.”
—Jane Addams
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10–4  !  THE POPULIST PARTY

INDUSTRIALIZATION CREATED A MAJOR POPULATION SHIFT TO CITIES.

Jobs in factories and offices—as well as the lure of city lights and activities—
drew immigrants, farmers, and small town residents to the big cities.

9–1  AMERICANS MOVE TO THE CITY

In 1900, 75 percent of the population lived in cities
(communities with 2,500 or more people),

and 25 percent lived on farms or small towns.

TO THIS

In 1870, 75 percent of the population lived on farms or in small towns,
and 25 percent lived in cities

(communities with 2,500 or more people).

FROM THIS

INDUSTRIALIZATION MADE CITY LIFE POSSIBLE.
Electric lights created night life. Telephone and
telegraph wires, as well as steel railways linked
people over the length and breadth of the city.

Steel and the invention of elevators gave rise to tall
buildings called skyscrapers—pioneered by William
L. Jenney, who built the ten-story Home Insurance
Building in Chicago (1885) and Louis Sullivan,
whose famous buildings include the Wainwright
Building in St. Louis (1891). Sullivan’s student
Frank Lloyd Wright followed Sullivan’s principle
“form follows function” in creating “organic”
architecture with steel and glass.

 Steel cables lifted magnificent suspension bridges
such as the Brooklyn Bridge in New York, designed
by John Augustus Roebling and completed by his
son Washington A. Roebling in 1883.

Most city-dwellers made their livings in industry,
trade, or office work. Women began to fill the ranks
of “white-collar” workers in department stores and
offices. The percentage of women gainfully employed
rose from 15 to 20 percent from 1870 to 1900.
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Urban Population

1790 1850 1880 1900 1920

94.9% 84.6% 71.8% 60.4 % 48.8%

5.1%

15.4% 28.2% 39.6 % 51.2%

!"!#$%#&'%"!(#&%)*)"$#+,*&-%./012.031

3,929, 314 23,191,876 50,189,209 76,212,168 106,021,537

Rural Population

Total Population

9-2  !  CITY POPULATIONS MUSHROOMED

NEW YORK CHICAGO PHILADELPHIA BOSTON ST LOUIS LOS ANGELES

1,478,000    299,000    674,000 250,000 311,000     6,000
5,620,000 2,702,000 1,824,000 748,000 773,000 577,000

1870:
1920:
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9-3  EXTREMES OF WEALTH AND POVERTY—THE RICH

HOW  DID THE RICH LIVE? TODAY YOU CAN SEE FOR YOURSELF.

IN NEW YORK CITY, upper Fifth Avenue became “Millionaires’ Row” as the Carnegies, Rockefellers,
Vanderbilts, and others built elaborate homes from 51st to 91st streets. Some Fifth Avenue millionaires—
including Andrew Carnegie, John D. Rockefeller, and Cornelius Vanderbilt—had grown up poor. Carnegie and
Rockefeller, while living in luxury, gave a combined $900,000 to charitable causes.

!"In 1902 Andrew Carnegie built a 6-story, 64 room mansion at Fifth Avenue and 91st Street. Today it is
occupied by the Cooper-Hewitt, National Design Museum. Visitors are welcome to tour the main floor.

!"In 1913 Henry Clay Frick, Carnegie’s partner, built a mansion at Fifth Avenue and 70th Street, which
today houses Frick’s art collection and is open to the public.

!"The Morgan Library at Madison Avenue and 36th street, built in 1906 by J.Pierpont Morgan next to his
home, is now a public institution available to visitors and scholars.

!"John D. Rockefeller’s New York home is now the site of the Museum of Modern Art at 11 West 53rd Street.

!"Theodore Roosevelt’s family home at 6 West 57th Street, just off Fifth Avenue, is today the approximate
site of Bergdorf Goodman near Central Park.

! The Vanderbilts’ favorite architect, Richard Morris Hunt from Vermont, studied nine years at the Ecole
des Beaux-Arts in Paris. He returned to create an American version of French classicism in his mansions
for the Vanderbilts along Fifth Avenue: William K. Vanderbilt’s palace at 51st Street and Cornelius
Vanderbilt II’s at 58th Street— and in Newport, Rhode Island: Cornelius Vanderbilt II’s 70-room
summer “cottage,” the Breakers—and in Ashville, North Carolina: George W. Vanderbilt’s 250-room
country chateau named Biltmore, the largest home in America. Biltmore, built on an 8,000 acre estate,
and the Breakers are open to the public.

AS CITIES GREW THEY FORMED CERTAIN PATTERNS. RICH PEOPLE MOVED FARTHER UPTOWN AND BUILT LARGE HOMES.

Industrialization widened the gap between rich and poor.
In 1866 there were 400 millionaires in the United States; in 1900 there were more than 4,000.

The gap clearly showed in city housing: in the mansions and the tenements.
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THE LOWER EAST SIDE TENEMENT MUSEUM AT 97 ORCHARD STREET IN NEW YORK CITY IS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC.
BETWEEN 1863 AND 1935 APPROXIMATELY 7,000 PEOPLE FROM 20 DIFFERENT NATIONS OCCUPIED ITS FIVE STORIES.

1Jacob Riis, How the Other Half Lives (New York: Dover Publications, Inc, 1971), 231-233.
2Ibid., 110-112.
3Jacob Riis, Theodore Roosevelt the Citizen (New York: The Outlook Company, 1903), 131

 HOW DID THE POOR LIVE? TODAY YOU CAN SEE FOR YOURSELF.

9-4  EXTREMES OF WEALTH AND POVERTY—THE POOR

Poor people, including most immigrants, lived in the older, crowded parts of town, often so run-down they were
called slums. In New York City, blocks of 4 to 5-story, dumbell-shaped buildings called tenements housed families
in crowded, dark, unsanitary conditions. In 1864 a survey by the New York City Council of Hygiene and Public
Health showed that 495,592 people, about half the city’s population, lived in tenements. And tenement population
was dense: on the Lower East Side about 240,000 people lived within one square mile.

Jacob Riis, a Danish immigrant, worked as a police reporter for the New York Sun.
In 1890 he wrote

How the Other Half Lives: Studies Among the Tenements of New York,
complete with his photographs,

to make New Yorkers aware of terrible living conditions in the tenements.

“Men, women, and children work together seven days
in the week in these cheerless tenements to make a living
for the family, from the break of day till far into the night
.…Take a row of houses in East Tenth Street as an instance.
They contained thirty-five families of cigarmakers.…
In the front room man and wife .…make a team….

“For a thousand [cigars] they receive $3.75, and can turn
out together three thousand cigars a week.…The people
sleep there, too, but the smell, offensive to the unfamiliar
nose, does not bother them. They are used to it.”2

JACOB RIIS AND HOW THE OTHER HALF LIVES

He cites 1890 statistics for New York City:1

1,513, 501—New York City population
1,250,000—tenement population
      37,316—tenement houses

JACOB RIIS AND HIS STUDIES AMONG THE TENEMENTS OF NEW YORK

Jacob Riis writes a chapter about tenement “sweatshops,” a term  describing the work environment of tenement
residents employed to do “piece work” at home.

IN CAHOOTS—JACOB RIIS AND THEODORE ROOSEVELT HELP “MAKE THINGS BETTER.”

Jacob Riis wrote in his 1903 biography, Theodore Roosevelt the Citizen, of the two-year slum-fighting
collaboration he and Roosevelt had when the latter was New York City police commissioner, 1895-97.

“For two years we were to be together all the day, and quite often most of the night.…he came to my office
one day when I was out and left his card with the simple words written in pencil upon it: ‘I have read your
book, and I have come to help.’ That was the beginning. The book was How the Other Half Lives.”3

In his autobiography, Theodore Roosevelt wrote: “The man who was closest to me throughout my two
years in the Police Department was Jacob Riis. The midnight trips that Riis and I took enabled me to
see…into the problems of…overcrowded tenements.” (pp. 172-74, 204) Occasionally, without warning,
Roosevelt and Riis inspected tenement sweatshops; their reports carried weight in improving conditions.
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9-5    POLITICAL MACHINES AND BOSSES

THE POWER BEHIND CITY GOVERNMENT

BOSS TWEED’S RULE

WILLIAM M. TWEED

BOSS TWEED TOPPLED BY CARTOONIST

Thomas Nast, cartoonist for Harper’s Weekly, campaigned
(along with the New York Times and New York Governor
Samuel J. Tilden) to oust the corrupt Boss Tweed.
Relentlessly, Nast drew cartoons portraying Tweed as the
thief he was. Tweed finally sent word:

“Stop them…pictures. I don’t care what the
papers write about me. My constituents can’t read.
But…they can see the pictures.”

William M. Tweed, Boss of Tammany Hall—the
New York Democratic Party machine—was a
notoriously corrupt boss. By 1868 Tweed and his
machine “ring” controlled most of New York’s city
and state government, including thousands of jobs
that they dispensed as favors and millions of dollars
in construction and service contracts. Tweed often
overcharged on the contracts and kept the difference.
And he was too slick to get caught. Or was he?

Humor and ridicule paid off. Tweed was arrested and sent
to prison. He escaped and fled to Spain—where he was

During the 1870s and 1880s, political organizations called “machines” dominated both Democratic and
Republican parties in city and state governments. Their leaders were called “bosses.” Some examples of city bosses
are William M. Tweed, boss of New York’s Tammany Hall, 1865-1871; James McManes, boss of the Philadelphia
Republican Club, 1868-1881; and James Michael Curley, boss of the Boston Democratic machine, 1890-1920.
Examples of state bosses are Thomas Platt and Roscoe Conkling of New York. City bosses rarely were elected
officials; they often controlled elected officials through bribery and blackmail.
How did bosses and their followers gain power? They traded favors for votes, which led to increased corruption.
By trading social services for political support, city bosses operated a type of welfare system for the poor—including
many immigrants—in exchange for their votes. Services included providing jobs, food, money, and legal aid.
Theodore Roosevelt had experience with bosses when he served as New York City Police Commissioner from
1895 to 1897. In his autobiography he said:

“People ask the difference between a leader and a boss....The leader works in the open, and the boss in covert.
The leader leads, and the boss drives.”——Theodore Roosevelt

“There is often much good in the type of boss, especially common in big cities, who fulfills
towards the people of his district in rough and ready fashion the position of friend and
protector. He uses his influence to get jobs for young men who need them. He goes into court
for a wild young fellow who has gotten into trouble. He helps out with cash or credit the
widow who is in straits, or the breadwinner who is crippled or for some other cause tempo-
rarily out of work. He organizes clambakes and chowder parties and picnics, and is consulted
by the local labor leaders when a cut in wages is threatened. For some of his constituents he
does proper favors, and for others wholly improper favors; but he preserves human relations
with all. He may be a very bad and very corrupt man, a man whose action in blackmailing and
protecting vice is of far-reaching damage to his constituents.”  (pp. 252-54)

captured  by a
customs official
who spoke no
English but
recognized Tweed
by Nast’s Harper’s
Weekly cartoons
of him.

    Such is the
            power of
               the
                 media.

THOMAS

NAST

 Tweed died in
prison  in 1878.
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JANE

ADDAMS1889 Jane Addams, inspired by Toynbee Hall, bought a 30-year-old house
at 800 South Halsted Street in Chicago. Built in better days by a wealthy
businessman named Hull, in 1889 Hull House—as Jane named it—
was in a densely populated neighborhood of tenements and
factories. Nearby were 7 churches and 225 saloons.

Jane and her friend Ellen Gates Star opened Hull House to some
2,000 people a week who enjoyed free lunches and child-care services,
belonged to clubs, danced at parties, and attended classes in nutrition,
sewing, English, art, philosophy, history, music, and other subjects.
The purpose as stated in the Hull House charter: “to provide a center
for a higher civic and social life, to institute and maintain educational
and philanthropic enterprises, and to investigate and improve the
conditions in the industrial districts of Chicago.”

9–6  JANE ADDAMS AND THE NEW SOCIAL SERVICES

 CHICAGO IN THE 1890s

While Jacob Riis publicized and improved slum conditions in New York City in the
1890s, Jane Addams began to do the same in Chicago.

Lincoln Steffens in Shame of the Cities (1904), described Chicago as a city “first in
violence, deepest in dirt; loud, lawless, unlovely, ill-smelling, new; an overgrown
gawk of a village, the teeming tough among cities.”

In 1890 about one-third of Chicago’s population were immigrants, and most of
them lived in slum conditions. Jane Addams, a fifth generation, college-educated
American chose to settle among them and make their lives better and, above all,
show that someone cared.

Jane Addams (1860-1935) was born in Cedarville, Illinois. After graduating in 1881 from Rockford Female
Seminary, she toured Europe and visited Toynbee Hall, a settlement house in the slums of London. Social settle-
ments, such as Toynbee Hall, started in London in the 1880s as a means of alleviating poverty caused by industrial-
ization and urbanization. They spread to other industrialized countries, including America.

JANE ADDAMS FOUNDS A SETTLEMENT HOUSE—HULL HOUSE

THE SOCIAL GOSPEL MOVEMENT AND THE SALVATION ARMY

By 1900 Hull House was one of 100 settlement houses in the United States. Among the best known were
Hull House and Henry House Settlement, founded by Lillian Wald in New York City in 1893.

Settlement houses were part of a broader movement in urban social services that included religious as well as
secular institutions. Among these were the Salvation Army (founded in London in 1878; in the U.S. by 1880) and
the  Social Gospel Movement, both aiming to make Protestant Chrisianity responsive to needs of the urban poor.
Leaders of the Social Gospel Movement, sometimes called Christian socialism, included three men. Walter
Rauschenbusch, pastor of  Second German Baptist Church in New York, decided evangelical Christianity did not meet
the needs of the poor in his congregation. In 1892 he formed the non-denominational Brotherhood of the Kingdom,
composed of ministers who sought to “infuse the religious spirit” into social justice activities for the poor. “It is not a
matter of getting individuals into heaven,” he said, “but of transforming the life on earth into the harmony of heaven.”
Washington Gladden, a minister from Columbus, Ohio, expressed the Social Gospel Movement in the title of his book,
Applied Chrisianity. William Bliss ministered among the Knights of Labor and the Socialist party.

The Movement paved the way for 20th century progressivism with its moral tone, but it achieved little social justice.



109

SECTION 10

PRESIDENTS AND POLITICS
1876-1900

The first national poltical parties date back to 1792.
Today’s major parties, however, started later—

the Democratic Party began in 1828;
the Republican Party began in 1854.

Major political parties seemed out of touch with the problems of industrialization,
thus giving rise to radical third party movements.

The Populist party, formed in 1892 by farmers who felt left behind by industrialization,
made a strong showing in the 1890s, as did the Socialist party in the early 1900s.

In 1880 Thomas Nast, cartoonist for the Harper’s Weekly,
created the donkey and elephant as cartoon symbols representing the

Democratic and Republican parties. They continue to be used today as party symbols.
Thomas Nast also created Uncle Sam.

DEMOCRATIC PARTY
1828

REPUBLICAN PARTY
1854
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GROVER CLEVELAND
Thomas A. Hendricks

BENJAMIN HARRISON
Levi Morton

WILLIAM MCKINLEY
Theodore Roosevelt

 Chapter 10–1  THE WHITEHOUSE: HAYS TO McKINLEY, 1877-1901
The Republican party dominated the White House during the Gilded Age. Five of the presidents elected between 1877
and 1900 were Republicans.  Grover Cleveland, the only Democrat, had a split term. He won elections in 1884 and 1892.
National political contests, however, were close. None of the presidents won a majority of the popular vote, and neither of
the parties controlled the executive and legislative branches simultaneously. Four of the presidents were from Ohio.

RUTHERFORD B. HAYES
William A. Wheeler

CHESTER A. ARTHUR
(no Vice President)

Civil War
Military Service

Birthplace,
Marriage, Home

b. Delaware, Ohio

m. Lucy Webb,
   1852; 8 children

Cincinnati, Ohio

b. Orange, Ohio

m. Lucretia
   Rudolph, 1858,
   7 children

Cleveland, Ohio

b.Fairfield, Vermont

m. Ellen Herndon,
   1859; 3 children

New York City, NY

b. Caldwell,
    New Jersey

m. Frances Folsom,
   1886;  5 children

Buffalo, New York

b. North Bend,
    Ohio

m. Caroline Scott,
   1853;  2 children

Indianapolis, IN

b. Niles, Ohio

m. Ida Saxton,
   1871; 2 children

Canton, Ohio

Republican

Republican

Republican

Republican

Democrat

Democrat

(see above)

GROVER CLEVELAND
Adlai Stevenson

Republican

 1885-1889

 1889-1893

JAMES A. GARFIELD
Chester A. Arthur

EducationPRESIDENTS, Political
PartyVice Presidents

Career

 1881-1885

 1893-1897

  1877-1881

 1881-1881

Lawyer
Sheriff, Erie Co., NY
Mayor of Buffalo, NY, e. 1881
Governor of NY, e. 1882
President of the U.S., e. 1884
   and 1892

Did not serve.
Paid a substitute
to take his place
in order to help
support his
mother and
siblings.

Attended schools
in Fayetteville
and Clinton,
NY, until age 14.
Studied law as a
clerk in law
office

Major general,
   Union Army

Geauga Academy
Hiram College
Williams College
   graduate

Professor and President,
   Williams College
Congressman, U.S. House of
   Representatives,
    e. 1862; served 9 terms
President of the U.S.,  e. 1880
   Assassinated in office, 1881

Kenyon College
Harvard Law
   School
   graduate

Lawyer, City Solicitor,      
Cincinnati
Congressman, U.S. House of
   Representatives, e. 1864
Governor of Ohio, e. 1867
President of the U.S., e. 1876

Brevet major
   general,
   Union Army

Farmers’ College
Miami University
   graduate

Lawyer
City Attorney, Indianapolis
Reporter of State Supreme Ct.
President of the U.S.,  e. 1888

Brigadier general,
   Union Army

Allegheny College
  (attended briefly
  before illlness
  forced his
  departure)

Brevet major,
   Union Army
Served under
Rutherford B.
Hayes.

Lawyer
Congressman, U.S. House of
   Representatives,
   e. 1876; served 7 terms
Governor of Ohio, e. 1891
President of the U.S.,  e. 1896

Lawyer
Inspector general of the New
   York militia
Collector of the Port of New
   York, appointed 1871
President of the U.S., e. 1881

Union College
   graduate

None

(see above) (see above) Lawyer
Sheriff, Erie Co., NY
Mayor of Buffalo, NY, e. 1881
Governor of NY, e. 1882
President of the U.S., e. 1884
   and 1892

 1897-1901
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10–2    ISSUES  CONCERNING THE MAJOR PARTIES, 1877-1901

CIVIL SERVICE

Employees working for the federal government are said
to be in the “civil service.” Since the 1820s most were
appointed through patronage—a reward for political
support, called the “spoils system.”
Both parties paid lip service to the need for reform—a
merit system of appointments, but held on to the power of
patronage.
The
results
were:

The silver question: In 1873 Congress passed the
Coinage Act, which eliminated the silver dollar from the
list of official coins and made gold the legal currency.
The Coinage Act enraged southern farmers, often forced
into debt by low crop prices, because it forced debtors to
repay loans with expensive currency. Owners of western
silver mines also protested the “Crime of ‘73,” as they
called it.

Union veterans of the Civil War organized into the
Grand Army of the Republic (GAR) and lobbied for
high pensions. By 1890 they were 409,000 strong.

! Incompetent                  
   office holders
! Assessment of
   campaign       
   contributions
   from office holders
! The president’s
   loss of time in
   dealing with
   office seekers.

During the Civil War Republicans took advantage of the
absence of southern Democrats in Congress to pass high tariffs
which protected northern manufacturers from competetive
foreign goods. (A tariff is a tax on imported goods. It raises
the cost of goods, and this cost is passed on to consumers.)
Consumers protested high prices, and Democratic farmers
protested that they received no comparable price supports.
They sold their crops in an open, unprotected market.

 TARIFFS

CURRENCY VETERANS’ PENSIONS

Paper
(soft money)

Metal: silver
(hard money)

Metal: gold
(hard money)

They often tried to sway elections in favor of
Republicans by
“wrapping themselves
in the flag,”
reminding voters
of the Democratic
South’s rebellion
against the Union and
the Republicans’
obligation to increase
Union veterans pensions.

was organized in 1854 by northern business-
men and western farmers who united on a
single issue: opposition to the extension of
slavery in the western territories.

composed mostly of agrarian southerners
who had seceded from the Union and
some northeasterners, had emerged from
the Civil War tainted with disloyalty.

Led by President Abraham Lincoln, the party won the
Civil War and abolished slavery—and lost its main issue.

What would be the Democratic party’s postwar issues?
! Low tariffs, demanded by southern agrarians and
      northeastern international businessmen
! Soft (paper) money, demanded by southern agrarians

What would be the Republican party’s postwar issues?
! High tariffs, hard money, and strong banks,
     demanded by northern businessmen and industrialists
! Federal aid to railroads, demanded by western farmers
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10–3  RUTHERFORD B. HAYES, 1877-1881

stood to lose the 1876 election because of their legacy of
corruption and scandal from President Ulysses S. Grant’s
administration. Grant, a strong Civil War general, had
been a weak president (1869-77) subject to manipulation
by Congress. Honest himself, he proved oblivious to the
political corruption of his appointees.

stood to regain the presidency after 20 years
of Republican dominance. Their strategy: a candidate
with a record of fighting corruption.
Their choice: New York Governor Samuel J. Tilden,
who had broken up William “Boss” Tweed’s corrupt
political machine, Tammany Hall, in New York City.

Honesty: This was Rutherford B. Hayes’ outstanding trait,
and it helped the former Ohio governor win the Republican party’s
presidential nomination in 1876. Ironically, he became known as “his
fraudulency” and served only one term. How did this happen?
Hayes (1822-1893), born in Delaware, Ohio, had an outstanding
background. After earning degrees at Kenyon College and Harvard
Law School, he practiced law in Cincinnati and served as city solicitor.
At the outbreak of the Civil War, he joined the 23rd Ohio Volunteers
and rose to the rank of major general. He was wounded several times.
Hayes entered politics after the war as a moderate Republican.
He served in the House of Representatives (1864-67) and then won three
elections as governor of Ohio (1867, 1869, 1875). While governor, he
gained national attention as a gold standard advocate.

RUTHERFORD B. HAYES
19th President, 1877-1881

Tilden appeared to be the presidential winner with a popular-vote margin of 250,000 and—more important—
184 electoral votes to Hayes’ 165.

However, 20 electoral votes
(only one of which Tilden
needed for a majority) were in
dispute after Florida, South
Carolina, and Louisiana each
submitted two sets of election
returns and Oregon illegally
replaced a Republican elector
with a Democratic one.
How could this be resolved?

Republicans Democrats
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In July 1877, a strike by workers on the B&O Railroad
claimed Hayes’ attention. The strike spread rapidly,
affecting two-thirds of the nation’s railroads.
At the request of four state governors, Hayes sent federal
troops to stop the strike and restore order. This action set
a precedent for government intervention in labor disputes.
Labor union members resented Hayes’ action and became
more open to third-party movements.

To resolve the dilemma Congress established an
Electoral Commission of 15 members: 5 Supreme Court
justices (two from each party and one Independent) and
5 members each from the House and the Senate.
All seemed fair, with 7 Democrats, 7 Republicans, and
1 Independent—until Judge David Davis, the Independent,
resigned to enter the Senate and was replaced by
a Republican justice.

The Commission declared Hayes president by a
partisan vote of 8 to 7. Democrats agreed to accept
the decision in return for three promises from the
Republicans:
! End Reconstruction by withdrawing federal
     troops from the South.
! Appoint at least one southerner to the Cabinet.
! Fund internal improvements in the South
Led by Hayes, the Republicans kept their promises.

Hayes, a cautious man, downplayed tariffs, supporting
them more in principle than in practice.

A fiscal conservative, he was more assertive in regard to
currency, supporting the resumption of gold payments in
1879 and vetoing the Bland-Allison Act that allowed for
unlimited coinage of silver.

Overall, Hayes was a well-meaning but weak president,
more a caretaker than leader. His greatest contribution
was in restoring integrity to the White House.

Hayes chose not to run for re-election. The job was not
for him. In 1879, near the end of his term, he stated,
“I am thoroughly tired of this life of bondage,
responsibility and toil.”

Hayes set out to end the spoils system but was
unable to get reform legislation through Congress.
He caused a rift between Republican factions—
“Half-breeds,” who were fellow party reformers,
and “Stalwarts,” the party regulars—when he
removed from office Chester A. Arthur, collector of
the port of New York. Arthur had used his office to
solicit support for his Stalwart
friend, U.S. Senator
Roscoe Conkling.

To Hayes’ shocked disbelief,
Arthur would become
president in 1881.

CHESTER A.
ARTHUR

10–4  THE COMPROMISE OF 1877

RUTHERFORD B.
HAYES

SAMUEL

J. TILDEN
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James A. Garfield (1831-1882) the last president to be born
in a log cabin—in Orange, Ohio—was a 6-foot tall, handsome, intelligent man
who rose from poverty to become a college president at age 26 (Western
Reserve Eclectic Institute) and United States president at age 50.
Garfield, like other Gilded Age presidents, showed little joy in being president.
Foreseeing gloom, he told friends that he expected his happy life to come to an
end with his election. It did.
No one can know Garfield’s effectiveness as the 20th president of the United
States because a hostile office-seeker shot him four months after his
inauguration, and he died September 19, 1881.
Garfield’s death motivated Congress finally to pass civil service legislation and
curb the spoils system that led to Garfield’s assassination.

10–5   JAMES A. GARFIELD: THE CIVIL SERVICE CRISIS

JAMES A. GARFIELD
20th President, 1881-1881

The spoils system, appointing one’s friends and supporters to
public office—as favors or in return for favors—regardless of
merit, turned thousands of government workers out of office
with each new presidential administration.
Garfield’s brief tenure was consumed by filling these jobs.
He was successful in a power struggle for patronage with
Republican Stalwart Roscoe Conkling and ended the Stalwart
grip on the Republican party.

Garfield said, “I felt like
crying out in the agony of
my soul against the greed
for office and its consump-
tion of my time.”
“What is there in this place
that a man should ever want
to get into it?”

On July 2, 1881, President Garfield walked
through a Washington railroad station on his
way to a college reunion. Charles Guiteau, a
deranged Stalwart whom Garfield had refused
to appoint as United States consul in Paris, shot
Garfield and shouted:

“I am a Stalwart and Arthur is president now.”

Guiteau was arrested immediately. He was
convicted of murder and hanged in 1882.

Chester A. Arthur now became president.
What would this Stalwart, a staunch
practitioner of the spoils system, do about
reforming civil service?

“Some civil service reform will come by necessity
after the wearisome years of wasted Presidents have paved the way for it.”—James A. Garfield, 1881

THE REPUBLICAN PARTY was divided into two factions
as it met to nominate a candidate in Chicago.
Stalwarts, led by Roscoe Conkling, were conservative, anti-reform Republicans
who supported Ulysses S. Grant for an unprecedented third term—despite the
corruption of Grant’s previous administrations.
Half-Breeds, led by James G. Blaine, were moderate Repulicans open to some
reform.They supported Blaine as the Republican nominee for president.
The convention deadlocked, and on the 34th ballot nominated James A. Garfield,
a Half-Breed.
Then, to placate Stalwarts, the convention chose Chester A. Arthur, a
Stalwart, as its vice presidential nominee.
Garfield defeated Democrat Winfield Scott to become the 20th president.
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10–6  CHESTER A. ARTHUR, 1881-1885

CHESTER A. ARTHUR
21st President, 1881-1885

“Oh, no! Not Chet Arthur!” So exclaimed one dismayed American,
joined by a host of others. While true that Arthur had little political
stature when chosen vice president, he showed unexpected strength
as president.

Before coming to the White House he had been a follower of
Roscoe Conkling, New York’s powerful political boss, and had run
the New York customhouse through the spoils system. But as
president he surprised everyone, especially Conkling, by shunning
party politics and supporting the new Civil Service Commission
authorized by the 1883 Pendleton Act.

Although lauded as a fair and hard-working president, Arthur was
not nominated for election in his own right in 1884.

“I have but one annoyance wirh the administration of President Arthur,
and that is, that in contrast with it, the administration of Hayes becomes respectable, if not heroic.”

                                                                    —Roscoe Conkling, New York Republican party boss—a Stalwart
 “No man ever entered the Presidency so profoundly and widely distrusted, and no one ever retired…

 more generally respected.”—Alexander K. McClure

President Arthur quickly earned the nickname
“Elegant Arthur.” He was a handsome man and a
fastidious dresser whose wardrobe included some 80
pairs of pants. He changed clothes for every occasion.

He came to the White House a widower, his wife
having died in 1880. His sister served as his official
hostess. A man of fine taste, he thought the White
House looked like a “badly kept barracks,” and he
ordered a three-month, $30,000 renovation by Louis
Tiffany. Here he enjoyed late night suppers with
friends, lasting until the early morning hours.

Chester Arthur had never held elective office before
becoming vice president. He had no political support
base and little power.

He fought for lower tariffs, but Congress raised them.

He vetoed an expensive water project, but Congress
overrode his veto.

He vetoed a bill prohibiting Chinese immigration for
20 years. Congress passed it by amending the years to 10.

He had some success in modernizing the navy.

Arthur’s outstanding achievement as president was
his active support of civil service legislation. Given
his background as a machine politician, no one
expected it.

On January 16, 1883, Arthur signed the Pendleton
Act creating the modern civil service system, based
on merit. And he enforced it.

Provisions of the Pendleton Act follow on the
next page.

When Arthur signed the Civil Service Act, he signed
away his chance of nomination for the presidency in
his own right. In 1884 his Stalwart associates said.
“No more.”

But no matter. Arthur had known since a year after
becoming president that he had a fatal kidney disease.
He died in 1886.

Arthur deserves credit for rising to the occasion of his
accidental presidency and promoting the Pendleton
Act. One of the most democratic laws of the land, it is
called the “Magna Carta of Civil Service.”
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THE 1883 CIVIL SERVICE ACT

10–7  THE PENDLETON CIVIL SERVICE ACT, 1883

Public reaction to Garfield’s assassination by
a disappointed office seeker pressured Congress to pass
the Pendleton Act on January 16, 1883.
The Act replaced the spoils system of appointing office-
holders on a reward-for-political-support basis, with a
merit system based on examinations.
The Act put only 10 percent of the approximately
150,000 federal jobs on the “classified” list of civil service
jobs. Presidents, however, were authorized to expand the
list, and by 1900 the figure rose to about 50 percent. By
the twenty-first century, federal jobs numbered almost
three million, with most of them classified as civil service.
The Pendleton Civil Service Act reduced the power of
political machines, diminished patronage-related corrup-
tion, and created a more competent federal bureaucracy.

The Pendleton Act established the United States Civil
Service Commission (now called the Office of
Personnel Management), a bipartisan group of three,
to provide for “open, competitive examinations for
testing the fitness of applicants for the public service
now classified or to be classified hereunder.…”

The examinations are  practical and
related to the job being sought.

Expanding the classified list was
admirable but risky for presidents.
They might alienate party members
who benefitted from patronage.
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10–8  GROVER CLEVELAND, 1885-1889

Grover Cleveland was the only president to serve two non-consecutive
terms. He also was the first Democrat elected since before the Civil War.
A conservative, he believed in limited govenment and thus did not favor
the Interstate Commerce Act passed during his administration.
Cleveland came to the White House with a sterling reputation for honesty
and efficiency, earned as Governor of New York. Because of these traits he
won the votes of “Mugwumps,” a group of independent Republicans who
bolted their party to support him. Cleveland was blunt and principled. “I’d
rather be right than president,” he said when he took unpopular positions.
Cleveland did take unpopular positions by favoring a low tariff to resolve
a $1,000,000 treasury surplus and by taking a hard line on veterans’ demands.
He suffered the consequences, including defeat for re-election in 1888.

GROVER CLEVELAND
22nd President, 1885-1889
(24th President, 1893-1897)

APPOINTMENTS

Cleveland believed that the country needed to
move past bitter post-Civil War feelings. Therefore,
he appointed
southerners
to his cabinet and to
foreign ministries.
His reward was to be
called a rebel
sympathizer.

VETERANS’ PENSION PETITIONS

Pensions paid to Union veterans had risen from
$15 million in 1866 to $56 million in 1885. And the
pension rolls had risen to 350,000.
Cleveland vetoed 233 pension petitions. With each
review he lost time, and with each veto he lost political
favor with the powerful veterans’ lobby, the Grand
Army of the Republic.
But then, as he always said, “I’d rather be right than
president.”

“The  lessons of paternalism ought to be unlearned and the better lesson taught that while the people should patriotically
and cheerfully support their Government, its functions do not include the support of the people.…”—Grover Cleveland

In 1886 a conservative Supreme Court began
overturning state laws regulating railroads.
Farm organizations, claiming
discriminatory railroad rates
for small shippers, such
as farmers, demanded
federal regulation
of railroads
based on the
commerce
clause.

In 1887, in response to recommendations from a Senate
investigating committe, Congress  passed the Interstate
Commerce Act, the first federal law regulating business.

It required
railroads to
publically post
“just and reason-
able rates,” and
 it prohibited
rebates and
pooling.
The act proved
ineffective
because the
commission
created to
enforce the act
had little power.
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BENJAMIN HARRISON
23rd President, 1889-1893

Benjamin Harrison, five feet six inches tall, was the grandson of
William Henry Harrison, ninth president of the United States.
He was the last president to wear a full beard.
Known as the “iceberg president,” Benjanin Harrison’s reserve
contributed to a  lackluster presidency, sandwiched between Grover
Cleveland’s two administrations. Yet he was respected for his intelli-
gence, honesty, and strong sense of duty. He admired Patrick Henry
and was himself an outstanding speaker.
During the Civil War Harrison served the Union as a distinguished
brigadier general. He gave insight into his temperament with a self-
description: “I am not a Julius Caesar, nor a Napoleon, but a plain
Hoosier colonel, with no more relish for a fight than for a good
breakfast and hardly so much.”

Unlike Grover Cleveland, who paid a substitute to
take his place in the Union army, former Brigadier
General Harrison favored the pension petitions of his
fellow veterans. He championed the 1890 Dependent
and Disability Pensions Act which extended benefits
to veterans disabled from non-military causes and to
veterans’ dependents.

“God help the surplus,” said Pension Commissioner
James Tanner. During Harrison’s term, pensions
increased from $81 million to $135 million. The
result: Congress passed the nation’s first billion dollar
budget and was called “the billion dollar Congress.”

Sponsored by Republican Representative William
McKinley, this protectionist tariff was the highest ever
in peacetime. Consumer prices skyrocketed, and
voters responded in 1892 by once again electing a
low-tariff man to the presidency: Grover Cleveland.

Responding to fears about the growth of monopolies
and trusts, Congress passed a law prohibiting business
combinations “in restraint of trade or commerce.”

Because of vague language, the act was rarely enforced
until the administration of Theodore Roosevelt (1901-
1909). Trusts had little to worry about at first.
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10–10  GROVER CLEVELAND, 1893-1897—BACK AGAIN

Grover Cleveland defeated Benjamin Harrison in the 1892 election.
However, the Populist party candidate, James B. Weaver (about whom you
will read in the next section), won 22 electoral votes, the strongest record
of any third party candidate. Weaver ran on a radical platform of
government ownership of the telegraph, telephone, and railroads; a
graduated income tax; and free coinage of silver.
Cleveland’s second term began with the financial panic of 1893. It
continued through four years of depression, which Democrats blamed on
the high McKinley Tariff and the inflationary Silver Purchase Act of 1890.
Cleveland believed in the gold standard and secured repeal of the Silver
Purchase Act. This caused a split between silver and gold Democrats,
which contributed to Republican William McKinley’s election in 1896.

GROVER CLEVELAND
(22nd President, 1885-1889)
24th President, 1893-1897

 VENEZUELAN BOUNDARY DISPUTE, 1895HAWAIIAN ANNEXATION REJECTED

QUEEN

LILIUOKALANI

A gold strike on the Venezuelan-British Guiana border revived an
1814 boundary dispute between the two South American countries.
The United States accepted Venezuela’s request to arbitrate, but
Great Britain refused arbitration. Cleveland interpreted the refusal as
a threat to the territory of a Latin American country, thus a violation
of the Monroe Doctrine. On July 20, 1895, the United States
warned of “grave consequences” unless the British agreed to arbitra-
tion. Could this mean war?
The British responded that the Monroe Doctrine was not involved
and neither should the U.S. be involved. They backed down and
agreed to arbitration after Cleveland won congressional approval to
appoint a boundary commission and enforce its findings. In 1899
a Paris tribunal decided the dispute in Great Britain’s favor.
The incident strengthened the Monroe Doctrine—impressing
European powers and alarming Latin American countries.

In 1893 Cleveland alienated global
expansionists who wanted to annex Hawaii.
He condemned the role of Americans who
had supported an overthrow of Hawaiian
Queen Liliuokalani. Therefore, he
withdrew from consideration the treaty for
Hawaiian annexation submitted earlier to
President Benjamin Harrison. (Hawaii
eventually was annexed in 1898.)

HAWAIIAN

ISLANDS

1894: A TWO PERCENT INCOME TAX—UNCONSTITUTIONAL?
Cleveland did little to fight the depression
that began in 1893. As a conservative he did
not believe in federal aid for economic
problems, such as unemployment.
He ignored Ohio businessman Jacob S.
Coxey’s proposal that the government
authorize printing $500 million in  paper
money to put men to work building roads.
In 1894 Coxey’s “Army of the Unemployed,”
500 strong, marched on Washington D.C., to
make their case. Coxey was arrested and
sentenced to 20 days in jail for trespassing on
the Capitol lawn. Though failing his mission,
he spotlighted Cleveland’s lack of aid.

COXEY’S ARMY, 1894

In 1894 Congressman William L. Wilson introduced a tariff reform bill
that lowered tariff rates. To compensate for the expected loss of revenue,
the House Ways and Means Committee added a surprising measure:
a two percent income tax on incomes greater than $4,000.
When the bill reached the Senate, 600 amendments raised the tariff
rates dramatically. Even so, it became law with the
compensating income tax intact. Opponents challenged
the tax as communistic. In 1895 the Supreme
Court declared the income tax unconstitutional
because it was a direct tax not apportioned
according to the population of each state.
Farmers, advocates of the income tax as an
alternative to high tariffs, denounced the Court’s decision. Many joined
the new Populist party which called for a graduated income tax.
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11–1  !  FARMERS ENTER THE MACHINE AGE

In 1831 Cyrus McCormick (1809-1884) mechanized farming
with his invention of a REAPER, a machine that cut wheat and
other grains for harvesting.

Results were astounding. Using the traditional scythe, a farmer
could harvest only 1/2 an acre of wheat a day. Now, using a
reaper he could (with a helper) harvest 12 acres a day.

During and after the Civil War
farmers continued to mechanize
with new inventions such as planting
drills, threshing machines, mowing
machines, twine binders, disc
harrows, cotton seed planters,
centrifugal cream separators, and
combine harvester threshers.

Census figures indicate that farm
machinery rose in value from

$6 million in 1850
to $42 million in 1870

to $100 million by 1900.
Farmers benefitted not only from
machinery but also from agricultural
education. The Morrill Act of 1862,
the Land Grant College Act,
provided states with funds to build
more than 70 agricultural and
mechanical colleges.

In 1834 McCormick patented the reaper and
began to make and sell the machine to his
neighbors in Rockbridge County, Virginia.

In 1847 McCormick moved to Chicago—
center of the wheat market in the midwest—
and established a factory. By 1860, farmers were
using 100,000 reapers, and McCormick had
become a millionaire. (In 1902 McCormick’s
factory became the International Harvester
Company.)

MCCORMICK BEGAN AN INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION IN FARMING
THAT TRANSFORMED AGRARIAN LIFE.

DEMOGRAPHIC RESULTS OF INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION IN FARMING —
Agricultural machinery, allowing greater production with fewer people, released
more than 4,000,000 farmers for industrial jobs in the cities between 1870 and
1890 and helped create a rural to urban population shift.

Urban Population

1790 1850 1880 1900 1920

94.9% 84.6% 71.8% 60.4 % 48.8%

5.1%
15.4% 28.2% 39.6 % 51.2%

!"!#$%#&'%"!(#&%)*)"$#+,*&-%./012.031

3,929, 314 23,191,876 50,189,209 76,212,168 106,021,537

Total Population

Rural Population

CYRUS

MCCORMICK

agrarian—pertaining to land, agriculture, farming
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11–2  !  NATIONAL GRANGE OF THE PATRONS OF AGRICULTURE

By the end of the Civil War, most farmers had shifted from subsistance farming—producing just for their own
needs— to commercial farming—producing a crop, or crops, to sell.
Despite labor-reducing machinery, farmers felt left behind by industrialization. Life seemed a vicious circle.
To be competitive farmers had to buy expensive machines, which meant going into debt at high interest rates.
Greater production resulted—which lowered crop prices. Therefore, the farmers lacked money to pay their debts.

In 1867 Oliver H. Kelley organized the National Grange of the Patrons of Husbandry, a fraternal organization
with secret rituals. Local groups were called Granges and the members, Grangers.

At first, Grange meetings were educational and social events. The focus was on scientific farming methods and
cooperative associations. Farmers’ co-ops, as they were called, were owned and operated by the farmers for the
purpose of buying things they needed in large quantities
at wholesale prices, bypassing middlemen. Most co-ops
failed, however, because of inexperienced managers.

After the Panic of 1873 and during the five-year
depression that followed, Grangers organized for
political action. With the voting strength of more than
1,000,000 members, they elected Grangers to political
offices in several states. The result: state “Granger Laws,”
that addressed farm grievances by fixing maximum
rates for railroads and grain elevators (storage tanks).

At first the U.S. Supreme Court upheld Granger laws.
In Munn v. Illinois (1877), the Court upheld the right of
an Illinois regulatory commission to set maximum rates
for a grain elevator even though interstate trade was
involved. (Only Congress is empowered to regulate interstate
trade.) Chief Justice Morrison Waite said that the state could
regulate interstate trade “clothed with the public interest” when Congress did not exercise its right to do so.

Moreover, railroads charged farmers
higher rates when there were no compet-
ing lines, as well as comparatively high
rates for short hauls. William Vanderbilt
said it best: “All the traffic will bear.”
And, finally, farmers suffered a loss of
status as city folks looked down on them
for their unsophisticated, “hayseed”
ways. Something had gone wrong with
the American dream.

After the Civil War, Oliver H. Kelley, a
clerk in the U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture, toured the South to check the status
of farmers. He was surprised to learn the
extent of their problems and, worse, of
their unscientific agricultural practices.
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11–3  !  FARMERS’ ALLIANCES

During the 1880s organizations called Farmers’ Alliances tried to advance the agrarian cause. The
Northwest Alliance, headquartered in Omaha, Nebraska, was composed of Great Plains farmers. The
Southern Alliance was strong in the South, especially Texas. Blacks were excluded from the Southern Alliance, so
they formed the National Colored Farmers’ Alliance. Many Alliance leaders were strong, colorful characters such
as “Pitchfork” Ben Tillman, “Sockless” Jerry Simpson, “Cyclone” Davis, Ignatius Donnelly, and Tom Watson.

INTERSTATE TRADE

As you read in the last section, during President Grover Cleveland’s administration, the federal government
responded to farmers’ demands for railroad regulation. In 1887, one year after the Wabash case, Congress passed the
Interstate Commerce Act—a landmark act because it was the first federal law regulating business.

The Interstate Commerce Act:
1) required railroads to post “just and reasonable rates”

2) forbade rebates and pooling

3) required railroads to publish schedules of rates and
forbade changing them without due public notice.

4) established an Interstate Commerce Commission (ICC)
to supervise railroad affairs, investigate complaints,
and issue “cease and desist” orders when a railroad
acted illegally.

The Interstate Commerce Act proved to be weak and
ineffective. When the Commission issued an order,
the railroad took it to court and usually won a
favorable ruling. Only with the 1903 Hepburn Act
would the ICC be given more power.
What would the farmers do next?

In Wabash, St. Louis and Pacific Railroad v.. Illinois (1886), the
U.S. Supreme Court ruled that Congress had exclusive power to
regulate interstate trade. Granger laws regulating the rates of
railroads and grain elevators were unconstitutional because they
involved interstate trade.
Now farmers pressured Congress to regulate railroads.
What would Alexander Hamilton think? He was for aid to business
but not regulation. And what would Thomas Jefferson think?
He was for neither aid nor regulation.

The Alliances were
successful in getting
states to establish railroad
commissions, but they
failed to withstand
challenges to the state
Granger laws regulating
railroad freight rates.
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11–4  !  THE POPULIST PARTY, 1892

The Democratic party and the Republican party
offered neither solutions to nor interest in farm
grievances. Farmers decided, therefore, to
form their own political party.

Kansan activist Mary Ellen Lease, nicknamed Mary
“Yellin” Lease for her fiery oratorical style, made hun-
dreds of speeches denouncing monied interests because
they favored a single gold standard, not a bimetal silver
and gold standard. And she campaigned for other
interests:

1892—The Populist Party was organized in Omaha, Nebraska. Composed primarily of farmers, the party
included some laborers and socialists.

“We want money, land, and transportation. We want
the abolition of the national banks, and we want the
power to make loans direct from the government. We
want the accursed foreclosure system wiped out.…The
people are at bay; let the bloodhounds of money who
have dogged us thus far beware.”

 JAMES B.
WEAVER.

The Populists wrote a radical platform. It called for:
! Government ownership of railroads
! Government ownership of  telephone and telegraph industries
! Nationalization  (government ownership) of banks
! Sub-Treasury Plan —Farmers would receive government loans

and store crops in government storage until market prices rose;
then farmers would sell their crops and repay their loans.

! Graduated income tax
! Free (unlimited) coinage of silver
! Increased supply of money in circulation, up to $50 per person
! Secret ballot
! Popular election of senators
! Initiative, referendum, and recall
! Eight-hour day
! Immigration restriction

The Populists aimed to win the presidency in the 1892 election, a difficult feat for a third
party. Populist candidate James B. Weaver lost the election to Democrat Grover Cleveland,
in part because his party failed to rally labor support and in part because southern white
farmers equated voting Democratic with preserving white supremacy. But Populists took
encouragement from Weaver’s strong showing. He won 22 electoral votes, more than any
third-party candidate, and 1,041,028 popular votes.

The Populists looked forward to an 1896 win. Who would be their candidate?

By the 1890s,  farmers turned their agrarian reform efforts to
“bimetallism”—adding silver coinage to that of gold in order to
increase the money supply. Increasing the money supply would
cause inflation, which always favors debtors because they can
repay debts with “cheaper” money. Creditors are hurt by inflation
because they are paid with money worth less than that borrowed.
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11–5  THE  1896 ELECTION—MCKINLEY WINS

In 1896 the Republican party nominated
for president William McKinley from Canton,
Ohio. A lawyer and former congressman, he
had been Governor of Ohio since 1892.
Wealthy Ohio industrialist Mark Hanna,
boyhood friend of John D. Rockefeller,
masterminded Mc Kinley’s “front porch”
presidential campaign against Democrat
William Jennings Bryan.
While Bryan campaigned 18,000 miles
through 27 states advocating free silver and a
federal income tax, McKinley rarely left his
front porch. There he greeted delegations
brought in by Hanna with the help of a
$3,000,000 campaign fund Hanna had raised.
Advocating the gold standard and a high tariff,
McKinley easily defeated Bryan by 271 to 176
electoral votes.
The 1896 election was a landmark victory for

A funny thing happened to the Populist party in the 1896 election. Charismatic William Jennings Bryan, a lawyer
and former congressman from Nebraska (1891-1895), electrified the 1896 Democratic Convention with his Cross
of Gold speech calling for unlimited coinage of silver. He received the Democratic nomination for president while
advocating the Populist party’s main issue. Undaunted, the Populists nominated Bryan as their candidate, also. Too
bad—Bryan lost the election for both the Democrats and the Populists. The Populist party never recovered, but
most of its platform was enacted by the progressives and New Dealers in the 20th century. Bryan was an unsuccessful
Democratic presidential candidate twice more after 1896: in 1900 and 1908. But he influenced a Democratic party
trend away from Jeffersonian limited government toward a more populist, regulatory government.

Republicans. They held
the presidency  until
1933, with the excep-
tion of Democratic
President Woodrow
Wilson’s 1913-1921
tenure.
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11–6  PRESIDENT WILLIAM MCKINLEY

WILLIAM McKINLEY
25th President, 1897-1901

“I have never been in doubt since I was able to think intelligently that I would sometime be made president.”
                                                                                                                                         —William McKinley

William McKinley, a conservative, 5'7" tall president, pleased businessmen by
carrying out his campaign promises. He helped secure:
!the 1897 Dingley Tariff Act, a high protective tariff averaging 46 percent, and
!the 1900 Gold Standard Act, which  placed the United States on the gold
standard (meaning that all currency was backed by gold.) The price of gold was
fixed at $20.67 an ounce.

McKinley presided over a return of prosperous times, a fact that helped him
win re-election in 1900. He presided also over turbulent times, overseeing the
Spanish-American War and the United States’ acquisition of a global empire,
events covered in the next section.

He was devoted to his wife, Ida. After she became an invalid, following the
death of their two children, he spent much of his White House time caring for her.

In 1901 McKinley became the third president to be assassinated.

In the 1900 presidential election McKinley once again defeated Democratic candidate
William Jennings Bryan. He would serve only four months.

In 1901President McKinley was assassinated at the Pan-American Exposition in Buffalo,
New York. On September 6th Leon F. Czolgosz, age 28, an unemployed Detroit mill
worker of Polish descent and a self-proclaimed anarchist, stood in line to shake the
president’s hand at a reception; he shot the president instead.
McKinley died on September 11th, and Vice President Theodore Roosevelt
became president.

THEODORE

ROOSEVELT
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“The Great rule of conduct for us, in regard to foreign Nations is in extending
 our commercial relations to have with them as little political connection as possible.”

—President George Washington, 1796

“The nation is made—its mode of action is determined. Where do we go from here?”
—Woodrow Wilson, 1897

“And so it has come to pass that in a few short months, we have become a world power.…”
—President William McKinley, 1898

For a century American foreign policy reflected George Washington’s isolationist policy.
As Americans approached the twentieth century, however, they became increasingly expansionist

and—as a result of the Spanish-American war—imperialistic. The result: a new role in world affairs.

THEODORE ROOSEVELT

Assistant Secretary of the Navy, 1897-1898
Governor of New York, 1899-1901
Vice president of the U.S., 1901-1901
President of the U.S., 1901-1909
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12–1 !  TERRITORIAL EXPANSION OF THE UNITED STATES, 1783-1917

1783—Victorious in the War of Independence, the 13 original colonies
won from England land stretching from the
Appalachian Mountains to the Mississippi River.
1803—The  $15,000,000 purchase of the Louisiana
Territory from France,  arranged by Thomas
Jefferson, doubled the size of the United States.
1818–Great Britain ceded disputed land to the U.S.
1819—The Adams-Onis Treaty provided for the
$5,000,000 purchase of Florida from Spain.
1842—Great Britain again ceded disputed land to the U.S.
1845—Texas, having won independence from Mexico
in 1836, was annexed to the United States.
1846—The Oregon Country was acquired by a treaty
with Great Britain.
1848—The Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo ending the Mexican War
provided for the United States to pay Mexico $20,000,000 for the
territories of New Mexico and California.
1853—The $5,000,000 Gadsden Purchase of land from Mexico
completed the continental borders of the United States.
1867—Alaska Purchase, $7,000,000 (49th state, 1959)
With the completion of its continental borders in 1853, the United States
showed little interest in territorial expansion. Indeed, when Secretary of
State William Seward excitedly proposed buying Alaska from Russia,
United States Senators turned a deaf ear. They derided Alaska’s “frozen
wasteland” as Seward’s Icebox. When by a narrow margin the Senate
agreed to the purchase treaty, some called it Seward’s Folly.

CONTINENTAL EXPANSION

OVERSEAS EXPANSION

1867—MIDWAY ISLANDS. Discovered by U.S. in 1859. Annexed  in 1867.
1898—HAWAIIAN ISLANDS (50th state, 1959)
On July 7th the United States annexed the Hawaiian Islands at the request of the Republic  of Hawaii.
1898—PHILIPPINE ISLANDS, PUERTO  RICO, GUAM.
In 1898, the United States acquired these possessions from Spain
in the Spanish-American War.
The United States paid Spain
$20 million for the Philippine
Islands and in 1946 granted
their independence.
1899—SAMOA. Acquired by
treaty with Great Britain, Germany.
1899—WAKE ISLAND.
Annexed in 1899.
1901—CUBA. Platt Amendment to Cuban constitution
made Cuba a U.S. protectorate. It was abrogated in 1934.
1917—VIRGIN ISLANDS.  Purchased from Denmark.

HAWAIIAN ISLANDS Hawaii

Maui
Molokai

Kahoolawe
Lanai

Oahu

Kauai

Niihau

!Honolulu
!

Pearl
Harbor

Philippine
Islands
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12–2  !  U.S. INVOLVEMENT IN FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 1867-1918: AN OVERVIEW

1867—Alaska Purchase; Midway Islands annexation

1875—Hawaiian reciprocity treaty expands American market for Hawaiian sugar.
1882—Amendment to Hawaiian reciprocity treaty gives United States a naval base at Pearl Harbor.

1890—Alfred Thayer Mahan publishes influential book, The Influence of Sea Power Upon History, 1660-1783.
1893—American sugar growers in Hawaii instigate an overthrow of Hawaiian monarchy, replace it
            with a republic, and offer annexation to the United States. President Cleveland says “No.”

1895—President Cleveland upholds Monroe Doctrine in British-Venezuela boundary dispute.

—Cuban insurrectionists begin revolt against Spain.
1898—Spanish-American War. Spain grants Cuba independence and cedes to the United States           

Guam, Puerto Rico, and the Philippine Islands.

—United States annexes Hawaii on July 7th.
1900—Open Door Policy announced by John Hay, President McKinley’s Secretary of State.

In September 1899 Hay sent a series of notes to nations controlling parts of China—Great Britain,

Germany, Russia, France, Italy, and Japan—requesting acceptance of an Open Door Policy in China
by granting free trading opportunities to all nations. Hay interpreted their vague replies as approval,

and on March 20, 1900, he pronounced the Open Door Policy “final and definitive.”

1900—Boxer Rebellion. A group of anti-foreign Chinese called “Boxers” laid siege to foreign legations in
Peking to drive out the “foreign devils” who had gained territorial concessions in China. An

international expedition, including 2,500 U.S. troops, ended the siege and made China pay a $333

million indemnity. Of its $25 million share, the U.S returned $17 million to the Chinese, who later
used this money to educate Chinese students in American colleges and universities.

1901—Platt Amendment to Cuban constitution makes Cuba an American protectorate and gives U.S.

control of Guantanamo Bay as a naval base.
1901-1909—Theodore Roosevelt’s Big Stick diplomacy aggressively enforces the Monroe Doctrine.

1903-1914—United States constructs the Panama Canal.

1904—Roosevelt’s Corollary to the Monroe Doctrine: The United States will intervene to restore order in any
Central or South American republic.

1909-1913—William H. Taft’s dollar diplomacy aims to influence foreign affairs by substituting dollars—

American business investments—for bullets.
1913-1916—Woodrow Wilson’s moral diplomacy rejects dollar diplomacy in favor of a human rights emphasis.

Mexican crisis and Caribbean interventions involve military force.

1914—World War I begins; Woodrow Wilson declares United States neutrality.
1917-1918—United States enters and helps Allies win World War I.

1918—World War I ends.
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12-3  !  IDEAS SHAPING AMERICA’S  FOREIGN POLICY

Foreign policy is created by governments, but it begins with the ideas of individual men and women
in response to intellectual, economic, and political events. In the 1890s, the following ideas contributed
to America’s involvement in world affairs: a belief in progress, the philosophy of Social Darwinism,
the importance of sea power, and the need to support and extend global trade.

Many Americans believed in Social Darwinism—Herbert
Spencer’s application of Charles Darwin’s theory of
evolution to human society. Spencer called Darwin’s idea
of evolution by natural selection “survival of the fittest”
and explained America’s advancement in these terms.

A belief in progress marked the Gilded Age—a belief
that the human race was moving toward a higher form
of civilization. The belief stemmed largely from the
technological advances of American industry.

Captain Alfred Thayer Mahan had a major impact on
expansionist thinking with his 1890 book, The Influence
of Sea Power upon History, 1600-1783. Mahan demon-
strated from British history that the nation controlling
the seas controlled history. He advocated a strong
merchant marine, a strong navy to defend it, and
territories abroad for fueling stations and commercial
outlets.
Mahan’s influence prevailed:
In 1880 the U.S. navy ranked 12th in the world.
In 1900, with 17 battleships and 6 cruisers, it ranked 3rd.

America’s increased trade with China and other Asian
ports stirred interest in acquiring Pacific islands, such as
Hawaii, for fueling stations.

In 1898 Senator Albert J. Beveridge urged Americans to
develop foreign markets not only for commercial reasons
but also to extend liberty:

SEA POWER GLOBAL TRADE

PROGRESS SOCIAL DARWINISM

Some—including
Indiana Senator
Albert J. Beveridge—
inferred Anglo-Saxon
superiority from
Social Darwinism and
concluded that
American Anglo-Saxons
had a mandate to civilize
“backward” nations.

“Today we are raising more
than we can consume. Today
we are making more than we
can use... Therefore we must
find new markets for our
produce, new occupation
for our capital, new work
for our labor.… Ah! As our
commerce spreads, the flag
of liberty will circle the globe
and the highway of the ocean-
carrying trade to all mankind
will be guarded by the guns of
the republic.…”
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12-4  !  THE CUBAN REVOLUTION

YELLOW JOURNALISM CAUSES A MEDIA FRENZY!

In February 1895 Cuban insurrectionists, protesting Spain’s harsh rule of the island,
began a revolutionary war for independence.

How would Americans respond?

U.S. President Grover Cleveland responded
by issuing a declaration of neutrality on
June 16, 1895.

Spain sent General Valeriano (“Butcher”)
Weyler to put down the insurrection.
Weyler, unable to handle the Cubans’
guerrilla-style combat, rounded up the
rural population and and confined them
in concentration camps, called
Reconcentrados, where they suffered
from starvation and disease.

Americans sympathized with the Cubans–the more so because of sensationalized press coverage by New York
City’s competing newspaper publishers, Joseph Pulitzer and William Randolph Hearst. Pulitzer carried a popular
cartoon strip called “The Yellow Kid,” by R.F. Outcault, in his newspaper the New York World. His readers associated
the World’s flamboyant news style with the cartoon character and began calling exaggerated newspaper reporting
“yellow journalism,” a term still in use today. A fierce competitor, Hearst hired R.F. Outcault and his “The Yellow
Kid” strip away from Pulitzer, and the “Kid” became associated with the Journal and its sensationalized reporting.

JOSEPH PULITZER

NEW YORK WORLD

WILLIAM RANDOLPH HEARST

NEW YORK JOURNAL.

An example of the yellow journalism approach is an
exchange between Journal owner William Randolph
Hearst and artist Frederic Remington, whom he sent to
Cuba to draw pictures of Spanish atrocities.

Hearst refused to accept Remington’s report that he
could find neither war nor atrocities. Hearst could invent
the facts if he just had some pictures.

Hearst need not have exaggerated Spanish oppression.
Between 1896 and 1898 an estimated 100,000  Cubans
lost their lives in the Spanish concentration camps.

CUBA

New York
City
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12-5  !  THE SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR, APRIL 21-AUGUST 12, 1898

PRESIDENT WILLIAM MCKINLEY’S RESPONSE TO THE CUBAN CRISIS

War fever stirred as Americans became outraged by Spain’s oppression of the Cubans.

William McKinley, inaugurated as president in 1897, tried to avoid war—to the dismay of Theodore Roosevelt,
Assistant Secretary of the Navy, who complained that McKinley had
“no more backbone than a chocolate eclair.” McKinley did succeed in
getting Spain to modify its concentration policy and grant more freedom
in Cuba. But Cubans refused to accept anything short of independence.

Then came the Enrique Dupuy de Lome letter, published in the New York Journal
on February 9, 1898. In a private letter stolen by Cuban revolutionaries and sent
to the Journal, de Lome, Spanish minister to the United States, called
President McKinley “weak and a bidder for the admiration of the crowd.”
That did it! McKinley now had to prove his war courage, or so it seemed.

“REMEMBER THE MAINE!”

EVENTS SPEED AMERICA TOWARD WAR.
February 15, 1898—The U.S. battleship Maine, anchored
at Havana to protect American citizens in Cuba, exploded
and sank, with a loss of  266 crewmen.
Did Spain sink the Maine? No one knew. But many
Americans blamed Spain and called for war.
March 28—The U.S. Naval Court of Inquiry found that a
mine, from an unknown source, blew up the Maine. (In
1976 Rear Admiral Hyman G. Rickover concluded from his
assessment of evidence that the Maine sank from an
explosion from its reserve magazine, ignited by a fire  from
the coal bunker next to it.)
March 9—Congress appropriated $50,000,000 for national
defense without a dissenting vote.
March 27—McKinley sent Spain an ultimatum:
declare an armistice and end the concentration policy.
April 10—Spain sent McKinley a cable agreeing to the
United States ultimatum.
April 11—McKinley ignored Spain’s cable and sent
Congress a message requesting “forcible intervention”
by the United States to restore peace in Cuba.

THE UNITED STATES DECLARES WAR ON SPAIN—JUNE 25, 1898

On April 17, 1898, Congress passed a war resolution stipulating:

! U.S. recognition of Cuban independence
! Spain’s withdrawal of armed forces from Cuba
! Presidential power to use the army and navy to enforce the above conditions.

THE TELLER AMENDMENT to the resolution disclaimed “any disposition or intention to exercise sovereignty,
jurisdiction or control over said island, except for the pacification thereof.” In other words, the United States promised
not to annex Cuba. And the United States kept this promise.
April 20—McKinley signed the resolution and told Spain it meant war unless she granted Cuban independence.
April 24—Spain declared war on the United States.

April 25—The United States declared war on Spain, retroactive to April 21, 1898.
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12-6  !  BEHIND THE SCENES: THEODORE ROOSEVELT READIES THE NAVY

ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF THE NAVY. 1897-1898

As Assistant Secretary of the Navy, Theodore Roosevelt helped build the strong navy advocated in his
1882 best-seller, The Naval War of 1812, and in Admiral Alfred Thayer Mahan’s 1890 best-seller The Influence of Sea
Power on History, 1600-1783.

Roosevelt did so by pressing his power to the limit in the frequent absences of  his ailing boss, Navy Secretary
John D. Long.

Theodore Roosevelt served as President McKinley’s Assistant Secretary of the Navy from 1897 to 1898.

ROOSEVELT TAKES CHARGE.

On February 25, 1898, ten days after the Maine
exploded, Roosevelt took advantage of Secretary Long’s
absence to put the navy on full alert.

In an unauthorized cable Roosevelt ordered Commodore
George Dewey to attack the Philippine Islands, a Spanish
possession, in case of war with Spain. Roosevelt intended
to capture Spains’ Pacific fleet in Manilla Bay before it
could sail for Cuba.

Secretary Long agreed with the need
for a strong navy but, according to
historian Fletcher Pratt in his book
The Navy: A History, Long expressed
irritation with the brash 40-year-old
assistant secretary.

“He is full of suggestions, many of
which are of great value, and his
spirit and forceful habit is a good
tonic; but the very devil seems to
possess him—distributing ships,
ordering ammunition which there is
no means to move to places where
there is no means to store it; sending
messages to Congress for immediate
legislation authorizing the enlistment
of an unlimited number of seamen.”

NAVY SECRETARY LONG IS IN FOR A SURPRISE.
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12-7  !  THE FIRST BATTLE—PHILIPPINE ISLANDS, MAY 1, 1898

When war broke out, Commodore George Dewey
followed Theodore Roosevelt’s orders.

He sailed from Hong Kong to the Philippine Islands with six cruisers
and took Manila Bay.

On May 1, 1898, Commodore George Dewey destroyed the
entire Spanish fleet in Manila Bay (seven ships), with no
American casualties.

Dewey blockaded Manila Bay until U.S. soldiers arrived in mid-
summer. On August 13, the Americans attacked and captured
Manila, the capital city. They did so with the help of Filipino
natives, led by Emilio Aguinaldo, who were fighting for Filipino
independence.

On August 14, the Spanish surrendered the Philippine Islands.

Meanwhile, the war’s major battles
took place in Cuba.

PHILIPPINE

ISLANDS

Manila Bay

Hong
Kong

Dewey’s route

Manila

PACIFIC
OCEAN
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12-8  !  THE WAR IN CUBA

BY SEA:  On April 29, 1898,
Spanish Admiral Pascual Cervera
led his Atlantic fleet of three
destroyers and four cruisers
from the Cape Verde Islands to
the harbor of Santiago de Cuba,
arriving on May 19.

The U.S. navy was quick to
respond. The objective:
destroy the Spanish fleet.
On May 1, U.S. Admiral William
T. Sampson arrived at Santiago.

With his five battleships and two
cruisers Sampson trapped the
Spanish fleet in Santiago Harbor.
He began a blockade and awaited
the U.S. Army.

BY SEA

AND BY LAND

April 1898—Under the command of General William Shafter, a land force of 17,000 regulars and volunteers
gathered for training in Tampa, Florida. On June 14, Shafter and his U.S. Expeditionary Force set sail for Cuba
with orders to reinforce Admiral Sampson by land and seize the port at Santiago.

“Then the fleet got under way, and we steamed slowly down to Santiago. Here we disembarked [at Daiquiri],
higgledy piggledy, just as we had embarked.”—Theodore Roosevelt, An Autobiography  (p. 239).

The U.S. troops were ill-equipped. Many carried old, black-powder rifles that emitted black smoke when fired.
War Department officials said that the smoke would provide cover; instead it gave the enemy an easy target.
Moreover, U.S. soldiers headed for a war in the tropics outfitted in heavy wool uniforms. Roosevelt noted in
his autobiography that, “This would seem incredible to those who have never dealt with an inert officialdom, a
red-tape bureaucracy, but such is the fact.” Roosevelt quoted one War Department official as lamenting,
“Oh, dear! I had this office running in such good shape—
and then along came a war and upset everything.”

Old guns and hot uniforms could be dealt with.
But what about the horses?
Because of limited transport space, General Shafter’s
troops had to leave behind in Tampa most of their
horses—even those of the cavalry regiments.

Confusion reigned in getting even the few horses
ashore when they arrived in Cuba. In a sink-or-
swim approach, the horses were tossed overboard.
Some sank.
Some swam to shore.
Some swam out to sea.

And so began the war in Cuba.
Joined by 5,000 Cuban rebels, the U.S. troops
marched toward Santiago.
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12–9  !  “THAT  SPLENDID LITTLE WAR”

When the Spanish-American War began in April 1898, Theodore
Roosevelt resigned as assistant secretary of the navy to accept a
commission as Lieutenant-Colonel of the First United States
Volunteer Cavalry, nicknamed the Rough Riders. He was second
in command to his friend Colonel Leonard Wood.

“MY CROWDED HOUR”—THE BATTLE OF SAN JUAN HEIGHTS

On July 1, 1898, Colonel Roosevelt led the Rough Riders to victory against the Spanish in a charge up Kettle Hill
on San Juan Heights overlooking Santiago—a battle that won the war for the United States. Participating in
the charge were African-American soldiers from the Ninth and Tenth “Buffalo Soldiers” regiments.
Following the Spanish defeat on San Juan Heights, Admiral Cervera ordered his fleet to escape Santiago Harbor
by running the U.S. blockade. His gamble failed. On July 3 the U.S. Navy destroyed the  Spanish fleet—some 406
years after Christopher Columbus sailed his Spanish ship into Cuban waters. On July 16, Spain agreed to the
unconditional surrender of her 23,500 troops in Santiago.

THEODORE ROOSEVELT AND THE ROUGH RIDERS

Roosevelt described the volunteers in his book
The Rough Riders, published in 1899. They were
“the wild riders and riflemen of the Rockies and the
Great Plains.…” (including cowboys who had worked
on Roosevelt’s Dakota ranch in the 1880s), Indians
from the Oklahoma Territory, Texas Rangers, railroad
workers, policemen who worked for Roosevelt when he was New York City Police
Commissioner in the 1890s, Methodist and Baptist ministers, and athletes from
Harvard and Yale. Some had colorful names, such as Smoky Moore, Cherokee
Bill, Happy Jack, and Bucky O’Neil—a famous Arizona sheriff.

“All...officers and men, cow-boys and college graduates, wherever they came from,
and whatever their social position—possessed in common the traits of hardihood and a thirst for adventure. They
were to a man born adventurers, in the old sense of the word.” Roosevelt trained the men for a month in San
Antonio, Texas, drawing on his experience from the 1880s as a three-year national guardsman in New York City.

Roosevelt’s heroism in what
he called his “crowded hour”
on Kettle Hill was noted by
journalists covering the war,
including Stephen Crane,
Frederic Remington, and
Richard Harding Davis. He
returned home a hero, and
his fame helped him become
New York governor in
November 1898 and U.S.
president in 1901. A century
later, in 2001, Roosevelt was
awarded the Medal of
Honor posthumously for his
heroic charge up Kettle Hill.

“It has been a splendid little war, carried on with magnificent intelligence and spirit,
favored by that Fortune which loves the brave.”—John Hay
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12-10  !  AMERICA WINS THE WAR—AND AN EMPIRE

THE WAR ENDED IN AN ARMISTICE ON AUGUST 12, 1898,

ANNEXATION OF HAWAII—JULY 7, 1898

When Theodore Roosevelt became president of the United States in 1901, he presided not only over a country
but also an empire. In the Treaty of Paris, signed on December 10, 1898, Spain granted Cuban independence and
ceded to the United States the Philippine Islands (for $20,000,000), Puerto Rico, and Guam. The United States had
become an empire stretching halfway around the world. How would the United States govern its new possessions?

The 1900 Foraker Act made Guam and Puerto Rico territories. In 1901 Cuba was released from U.S. occupation
after adopting a constitution. The U.S. forced Cuba to accept the Platt Amendment to its constitution, which made
it a a U.S. protectorate and also gave the U.S. control of Guantanamo Bay as a naval base. Cuba ceased being a
protectorate in 1934. The issue of Philippine governance provoked a bitter debate among imperialists and isolationists.

HAWAIIAN ISLANDS Hawaii

Maui
Molokai

Kahoolawe
Lanai

Oahu

Kauai
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In the middle of the Spanish-American War, the United States annexed the Hawaiian Islands and made them a
territory. Like Alaska, they were granted statehood in 1959.

Americans first came to Hawaii in the 1800s as
traders, missionaries, and sugar planters. By 1890
American sugar plantations were valued at $25,000,000.
In 1893, Hawaiian Queen Liliuokalani decided to
confiscate the Americans’ plantations and drive the
foreigners out. The planters aided a revolution that
overthrew the Queen. Hawaii then became a republic
with an American president, Sanford Dole, and
requested annexation by the United States in 1893.
President Grover Cleveland condemned the American
planters’ role in the revolution and rejected the request.
President McKinley and Congress—motivated by the
prospect of gaining other Pacific islands from Spain—
saw it differently. The U.S. annexed Hawaii July 7, 1898.

“The war of the United States with Spain was very brief.
Its results were many, startling, and of world-wide meaning.”

—Henry Cabot Lodge
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IMPERIALISTS ANTI-IMPERIALISTS

ALFRED T.
MAHAN

ALBERT J.
BEVERIDGE

“We must on no
account let the
islands go.…
The American
flag is up and it
must stay.”

THEODORE

ROOSEVELT

WILLIAM

JENNINGS BRYAN

MARK

TWAIN

“I bring you the
stately nation named
Christendom,
returning
dishonored…from
pirate raids into…
the Philippines.…”

ANDREW

CARNEGIE

“The Filipinos don’t want to be
governed by the United States any
more than by Spain.”

PRESIDENT MCKINLEY DECIDED TO ANNEX THE PHILIPPINES

Mr. Dooley—humorist Finley Peter Dunne’s fictional Irish-American character—observed that most Americans
did not know whether the Philippines were islands or canned goods. This must have included McKinley because
the president admitted that “he could not have told where those darned islands were within 2,000 miles.”
(The Philippines are a group of  7,000 islands between China and Australia.)

McKinley at first said it would be “criminal aggression” to annex the Philippines. Then he changed his mind.
He explained what happened to a group of imperialists visiting the White House:
the Methodist Episcopal Church missionary committee.

“I walked the floor of the White House night after night until midnight
and I am not ashamed to tell you, gentlemen, that I went down on my
knees and prayed to Almighty God for light and guidance more than one
night. And one night late it came to me this way.…One, that we could
not give the Philippines back to Spain—that would be cowardly and
dishonorable. Two, that we could not turn them over to France or
Germany—our commercial rivals in the Orient—that would be bad
business and discreditable. Three, that we could not leave them to
themselves—they were unfit for self-government—and they would soon
have anarchy and misrule over there worse than Spain’s was. And four,
that there was nothing left for us to do but to take them all, and to
educate the Filipinos, and uplift them and civilize and Christianize them,
and by God’s grace do the very best we could for them, as our fellow-men
for whom Christ also died. And then I went to bed, and went to sleep,
and slept soundly, and the next morning I…told [our map maker]…to
put the Philippines on the map of the United States.…”

12–11  !  THE BIG QUESTION: WHAT TO DO WITH THE PHILIPPINES?

THE NATION WAS SPLIT BETWEEN IMPERIALISTS—WHO WANTED TO ANNEX THE
PHILIPPINE ISLANDS—AND ANTI-IMPERIALISTS—WHO WANTED TO FREE THEM.

imperialist—one who advocates acquiring and holding colonies
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12–12  !  U.S. GOVERNANCE OF THE PHILIPPINES, 1898-1946

THE UNITED STATES  GOVERNED THE PHILIPPINE ISLANDS AS A TERRITORY

UNTIL GRANTING THEIR INDEPENDENCE IN 1946.

MILITARY AND CIVIL GOVERNANCE

The United States established first military then civil
control over the Philippines.

Emilio Aguinaldo and the Filipinos who had been
fighting for independence from Spain felt betrayed by
the  United States’ annexation of the Philippines. They
retreated to the jungles and fought a guerrilla war against
U.S. military forces. They were defeated in 1902 after
three years of fierce warfare.

In 1900 President McKinley sent William Howard Taft
to the Philippines as as chief civil administrator. The next
year Taft became civil governor of the islands, with the
purpose of training the Filipinos in self government;
building roads, schools, and hospitals; and improving the
economy.

In 1946 the United States granted independence to the
Philippines.

PHILIPPINE
ISLANDS

Manila

Hong Kong

CHINA
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Peking

12–13  !  RELATIONS WITH CHINA

THE OPEN DOOR POLICY, 1899-1900

In September 1899 Secretary of State John Hay sent
a series of notes to nations controlling parts of China—
Great Britain, Germany, Russia, France, Italy, and
Japan—requesting acceptance of an Open Door Policy
in China by granting free trading opportunities to all
nations. Hay interpreted the vague replies as approval,
and on March 20, 1900, he pronounced the Open
Door Policy “final and definitive.”

In 1922 at the Washington Conference for the
Limitation of Armament, the Nine Power Pact
preserved the Open Door policy until the 1930s.

In June 1900 a group of anti-foreign Chinese called
Boxers (Society of Righteous Harmonious Fists) laid siege
to foreign legations in Peking to drive out the “foreign
devils” who had gained territorial concessions in China.
Future U.S. president Herbert Hoover, along with his
wife Lou, lived within the foreigners’ compound as a
mining executive and helped defend it.
An international expedition, including 2,500 U.S.
troops, ended the siege and made China pay a $333
million indemnity. Of its $25 million share, the U.S
returned $17 million to the Chinese. The grateful
Chinese later used this money to educate Chinese
students in American colleges and universities.

THE BOXER REBELLION, 1900
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PART TWO

THE NEW CENTURY

1900-1932

“It is a new century....The period from 1900 to 1930 is in full swing,
and, gee-whacky! how it is going!”—Henry Adams, November 7, 1900

“How it is going?” Getting better all the time!
The progressive era, 1900-1916, marked by optimistic faith in progress,

 was a time of reform movements seeking to improve American life:
economically, politically, and socially—in city, state, and nation.

And how it is going after that?
Not so well: America fights in World War I (1914-18) from 1917 to 1918.

Then very well: a decade of prosperity in the “Roaring Twenties.”
Then not so well again: the stock market crash in 1929

and the Great Depression.

Meanwhile, in 1920, women win the right to vote—“gee-whacky!”
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SECTION  13

THE PROGRESSIVE
REFORM MOVEMENT

1900-1916

“A great democracy has got to be progressive,
or it will soon cease to be either great or a democracy.”

—Theodore Roosevelt
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13–1  THE PROGRESSIVE MOVEMENT, 1900-1920:  AN OVERVIEW

! ECONOMIC REFORMS
!!!!" Graduated income tax (1913—16th Amendment)
!!!!" Federal Reserve Act (1913—created a national banking system)
!!!!" Elkins Act and Hepburn Act (1902 and 1906—strengthened the Interstate Commerce Act of 1887)
!!!!" Clayton Antitrust Act (1914—strengthened the Sherman Antitrust Act)
!!!!" Federal Trade Commission Act (1914—created to protect the public from unfair business practices)
!!!!" Underwood Tariff Act (1916—lowered tariffs for the first time since the Civil War)
! POLITICAL REFORMS
!!!!" Direct election of Senators (1913—17th Amendment)
!!!!" Woman suffrage (1920—19th Amendment)
!!!!" Direct primary
!!!!" Secret ballot
!!!!" Initiative, referendum, and recall
!! SOCIAL REFORMS
!!!!" Pure Food and Drug Act (1906)
!!!!" Meat Inspection Act (1906)
!!!!" Employer’s Liability Act (1906)
!!!!"# Immigration restriction laws (1915)
!!!!"#Keating-Owen Act (1916—barred products of child labor from interstate commerce; declared unconstitutional, 1918)
!!!!"# Adamson Act (1916—eight-hour day for railroad workers)
!!!!" Prohibition (1918—18th Amendment)

POPULISM
! Depression years: 1870s-1890s
! Rural, agrarian movement
! Poorer class; uneducated participants
! Debt-ridden farmers and laborers
! Radical, even socialist goals
!!!!" Government ownership of transportation and
       communication industries
!!! • Abolishment of national banks
! !"#$%&'(!)*!+),&%$-.

PROGRESSIVISM
! Prosperity years: 1900-1920
! Urban movement
! Middle-class; well-educated participants
! Professional and small-business people, including
####" Professors, writers, social workers, clerks
! Moderate goals: reform, not overthrow of system
####" Government regulation of industries
####" Government protection of public health and safety
# # # #" Honesty and efficiency in government and industry
####" Centralized banking
! /&00(--!)*!+')1'(--$2$-.

(Italicized items also were Populist goals in the 1890s.)

THE PROGRESSIVE MOVEMENT INVOLVED REFORMS THAT:
! Sought economic fairness, political democracy, and social justice in American life through

1) government regulation 2) honesty and  efficiency in government and business.
!!Started in the cities, then spread to state and national levels.
!!Included Democrats and Republicans, with each party winning the presidency on

progressive platforms (the Socialist and Progressive parties were unsuccessful):
"#Republican Theodore Roosevelt, 1901-1909
"#Republican William Howard Taft, 1909-1913
"#Democrat Woodrow Wilson, 1913-1921

! Changed the role of government from laissez-faire, hands-off to activist, regulatory.
"!Created a stronger central government and a stronger president.
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13–2  !  PROGRESSIVE ERA AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION:  AN OVERVIEW

CARRY A. NATION—SALOON SMASHER

(By the people rather than state legislatures)

In more than two centuries, the Constitution of the United States has been amended only 27 times.
All 27 Constitutional amendments have been proposed by Congress.

The first 10 amendments—the protecting individual rights—were ratified in 1791.
The last amendment—the 27th—was ratified in 1992.

Purposes of the amendments 11 through 27 include corrections (11th, 12th, 20th) and the following changes:
ECONOMIC: 16th—federal income tax;
SOCIAL: 18th—the prohibition of alcohol; 21st—repeal of the 18th Amendment;
POLITICAL: 13th—abolishment of slavery; 14th—equality of citizenship rights; 17th—direct election of

 senators; 22nd—2-term limit for the presidency; 15th, 19th, 24th—reduced suffrage
requirements regarding race, gender, and age.



145

13–3  !  MUCKRAKERS AND MEDIA POWER

THE PROGRESSIVE REFORM MOVEMENT coincided with the development of mass media through improved print
technology. By 1900 magazines were big business. Some earned as much as $60,000 an issue from advertising,
which allowed for copies selling as low as ten cents. Several had large national circulations, between 100,000 and
250,000; these included McClure’s Magazine, Collier’s, Everybody’s, Munsey’s, Cosmopolitan, the Saturday Evening Post,
and Ladies’ Home Journal. What would so many magazines print? How would they compete?

Samuel S. McClure had an idea. McClure’s Magazine, like its competitors, printed fiction and articles on travel,
science, and current events. Why not pay talented writers to investigate corruption in American life and write
“tell-all” articles? According to McClure in his January 1903 editorial, the field was ripe: “Capitalists, workingmen,
politicians, citizens—all breaking the law, or letting it be broken.”

IDA TARBELL, one of the most effective muckrakers,
published her investigative reporting of Standard Oil
Company’s monopolistic practices in McClure’s Magazine,
beginning in 1902, and then in a book, History of the
Standard Oil Company. Her father had been put out of
business by the company. She never interviewed John
D. Rockefeller, the company’s founder, and he said he
never read her book.
Tarbell’s work influenced trust regulation and, in the
words of Theodore Roosevelt,
did “very great harm” to John
D. Rockefeller’s
reputation.

MAGAZINES AND MUCKRAKERS STIR UP PROGRESSIVE REFORMS

His idea worked. McClure, and competitors that copied him, gave voice to a
new genre of investigative journalists and novelists committed to exposing
business and political corruption. From 1902 to 1912 MUCKRAKERS, as they
were called, wrote more than 1,000 magazine articles and many books that mobilized
support for progressive reforms—and boosted sales.

In 1906 Theodore Roosevelt, a reformer himself, nicknamed the expose writers
“muckrakers,” comparing them to the man in Pilgrim’s Progress (1684) who never
lifted his eyes from the filth he was raking on the ground. Roosevelt said,
“In Pilgrim’s Progress John Bunyan wrote of the man with the muck-rake
who ‘could look no way but downwards’ and could not see the celestial crown
being offered him from above.…”
Roosevelt cautioned, “Men with the muck-rake are often indispensable to the
well-being of society, but only if they know when to stop raking the muck.…An
epidemic in indiscriminate assault upon character does not good, but very great harm.”

LINCOLN STEFFENS, editor of McClure’s Magazine
and former reporter for the New York Evening Post, lacked
editorial skills, according to his boss Samuel McClure.
He was sent on a reporting junket to learn to edit.
Steffens returned to publish in McClure’s (October 1902)
the first of several articles exposing corruption in city
governments. In 1904 he published the series in a book
titled Shame of the Cities. Widely read, the book sparked
municipal (city government) reform efforts. Steffens
wrote of state corruption in two articles: “Rhode Island:
A State for Sale” and “New Jersey: A Traitor State.”
In 1906 Steffens, Tarbell, and fellow muckraker
Ray Stannard Baker left McClure’s to start
American Magazine. Baker, famous for
“The Railroad on Trial,” was noted as the
first muckraker to explore racial problems
with his Following the Color Line (1908).
In 1919 Steffens interviewed
Communist Party leader Vladimir
Lenin and then declared, “I have
seen the future, and it works.”

IDA TARBELL LINCOLN STEFFENS

“Where there’s muck, I’ll rake it.”—Lincoln Steffens
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13–4  !  MORE MUCKRAKERS

THEODORE DREISER, part of the new naturalist
school of writers who based their work on experience and
observation, depicted extremes of wealth and poverty in
The Financier, The Titan, and An American Tragedy.
Sister Carrie, his first novel (1900), became one of the
most famous, and most criticized, in American literature.
As a naturalist, Dreiser portrayed characters as products
of their environment; things did not always turn out well.
This contrasted with the Gilded Age novels of realists like
William Dean Howells, who wrote of commonplace events.

UPTON SINCLAIR, a socialist, wrote a novel in 1906 called The Jungle
about the evils of capitalism as experienced by exploited immigrant workers
in a Chicago meat-packing plant.
A brief passage, however, about unsanitary conditions for making sausage
overrode the book’s theme. Sinclair made no converts to socialism, his intent.
Instead, outraged readers—including President Theodore Roosevelt—
demanded laws regulating food processing.
Results: the 1906 Meat Inspection Act and the 1906 Pure Food and Drug Act.

JACOB RIIS

MR. DOOLEY—HUMORIST FINLEY PETER DUNNE’S FICTIONAL IRISH-AMERICAN CHARACTER—SAID THAT MAGAZINES:
“was very ca’ming to the mind....Angabel an’ Alfonso dashin’ f ’r a marriage license. Prom’nent lady authoresses
makin’ pomes at the moon. Th’ idee ye got from these here publications was that life was wan glad sweet song....
“But now whin I pick me fav-rite magazine off th’ flure, what do I find? Ivrything has gone wrong....
All th’ pomes by the lady authoresses that used to begin: ‘Oh, moon, how fair!’ now begin:
‘Oh, Ogden Armour, how awful!’ Graft ivrywhere. ‘Graft in th’ insurance Companies,’
‘Graft in Congress,’ ‘Graft Be an Old Grafter,’ ‘Graft in Its Relations to th’ Higher Life.’

“An’ so it goes, Hinnissy…till I don’t thrust anny man anny more.…I used to be nervous about burglars,
but now I’m afraid iv a night call fr’m th’ prisidint iv th’ First National Bank.”

His reports of children sleeping in alleys on
summer nights because of poor tenement
ventilation helped bring about the 1901
Tenement House Act.

UPTON SINCLAIR

THEODORE DREISER

FRANK NORRIS,
another naturalist
muckraker, wrote of
railroad abuses against
California farmers in
his 1901 novel,
The Octopus.

MR. DOOLEY’S COMMENT ON MUCKRAKING MAGAZINES

JACOB RIIS, who wrote How the Other Half  Lives
in 1890, was one of the earliest muckrakers. As a
police reporter for the New York Sun, he continued
into the 20th century publicizing areas needing
reform.

BY 1912 THE MUCKRAKING PHENOMENON WAS OVER.
THE CAUSE? TOO MUCH EXPOSURE.

FRANK NORRIS
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13–5    CITY GOVERNMENT REFORMS

THE PROGRESSIVE MOVEMENT STARTED WITH REFORMS IN CITY GOVERNMENT.

“The machine controls the whole process of voting, and practices fraud at every stage.”
—Lincoln Steffens, Shame of the Cities, 1904

CITY COMMISSION GOVERNMENT (Galveston, Texas)
Getting rid of boss-led political machines that traded privileges for votes and bribes was not easy. It took a Texas
hurricane to initiate a more accountable city government. On September 8, 1900, winds of 135 miles per hour and
a huge tidal wave struck Galveston, Texas, taking 6,000 lives and destroying one third of the city’s property. When
Galveston’s inefficient mayor-council government proved helpless in the emergency, the Texas legislature gave the
city a charter for a five-member commission form of government. One commissioner was designated mayor; the
other four headed administrative departments such as public works, finance, safety.
The city commission government worked so well that by 1912, more than 200 cities had adopted it.

CITY MANAGER GOVERNMENT (Dayton, Ohio)
In 1913 another disaster—the Dayton, Ohio, flood—created yet another form of municipal government:
the city manager plan. In a variation of the Galveston plan, elected council members appointed a professionally
trained city manager to run the city services. This became a popular plan because it combined professional
expertise, valued by progressives, with a democratically elected council.
The plan worked so well that by 1923, more than 300 cities were using it.

REFORM MAYORS achieved progressive reforms within the traditional mayoral form of government.
Mayor Samuel “Golden Rule” Jones made Toledo, Ohio, a model for welfare and social services such as homeless
shelters, playgrounds, and free kindergartens. Other mayors carried out similar reforms.
Tom Johnson, mayor of Cleveland, Ohio, was one of several socialist mayors who pioneered city ownership
of water, gas, and electrical utilities.

As Lincoln Steffens
predicted,

pride in cities began
to replace

shame of the cities.
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THE DIRECT PRIMARY—one of the most important
reforms—replaced the customary practice of nominating
candidates at political conventions dominated by party
bosses with nominating elections giving voters the
chance to select their party’s nominees.

Tried first in Wisconsin in 1903, the direct primary
won adoption in every state by 1915.

INITIATIVE, REFERENDUM, AND RECALL
are political reforms that make governments more
responsive to the will of the people.

13–6  !  STATE REFORMS AND THE SEVENTEENTH AMENDMENT

!INITIATIVE—Enables citizens to introduce a bill in
    the legislature by submitting a petition signed by
    a certain percent of the population.

!REFERENDUM—Allows the legislature to submit
    a controversial measure directly to the people for
    their approval or rejection.

!RECALL—Provides for removing officials from office
    by a petition (signed by a certain percentage of
    voters) calling for a special election.

THE SECRET BALLOT, first used in Australia
(and sometimes called the Australian ballot), makes
voting a private act. It became mandatory in all the states
during the progressive era..

THE WISCONSIN IDEA—
Governor Robert A. La Follette, “Fighting Bob,”
made Wisconsin a model of progressivism.
He led the nation in adopting the direct
primary; initiative, referendum, and recall;
and the secret ballot. Other states following
suit called these reforms “the Wisconsin
Idea.” Lincoln Steffens admired Fighting
Bob. He said, “Governor La Follette was
a powerful man, who, short but solid…
gave the impression of a tall, a big, man.…”

Other progressive governors include Hiram Johnson,
California; Charles Evans Hughes, New York; Theodore
Roosevelt, New York; and Woodrow Wilson, New Jersey.

THE NEW ECONOMICS—Wisconsin Governor
Robert A. La Follette set a national trend by gathering
an advisory group of  University of Wisconsin professors,
a “brain trust,” to give expert opinions on increasing
government efficiency.

Economists John R. Commons and Richard T. Ely,
who believed that economics should have humanitarian
applications, applied economic principles to create
commissions for regulating Wisconsin railroads and
public utilities. Using this concept of “new economics,”
La Follette introduced a way to redistribute wealth:
heavy state, corporate, and inheritance taxes were used
to provide government services. This becme a pattern
for Franklin D. Roosevelt’s New Deal in the 1930s.

Corruption and boss-rule at the state level led to reforms with two goals:
   1. greater democracy through direct participation of the people, and
   2. greater efficiency by hiring experts.

THE SEVENTEENTH AMENDMENT (1913)
!"#$%&'()*#")+,')'-'.+%#/)#*)0121)('/3+#"()45)+,')!'#!-'
"3+,'")+,3/)(+3+')-'6%(-3+7"'(1
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13–7    WOMEN REFORMERS

FRANCES PERKINS

JANE ADDAMS—A WOMAN’S VIEW OF GOVERNMENT

FLORENCE KELLEY

“I always favored woman’s suffrage, but only tepidly, until my association with women like Jane Addams…who
desired it as one means of enabling them to render better and more efficient service, changed me

into a zealous instead of a lukewarm adherent of the cause.”—Theodore Roosevelt

Florence Kelley (1859-1932), daughter of Congressman William D. Kelley from Philadelphia, graduated from
Cornell University. She attended the University of Zurich where she became a socialist, a follower of Karl Marx and
Friedrich Engels, whose book she translated. In 1891 she moved to Hull House with Jane Addams. Her
investigation into Chicago slums and sweatshops led to an Illinois 8-hour day law for working women and children.

Illinois’ progressive Governor Altgeld appointed her as the first woman factory inspector. Kelley’s efforts, along with
Jane Addams’, influenced creation of the Federal Children’s Bureau in 1912 and passage of the Keating-Owen Child
Labor Law in 1916. In 1899 Kelley moved to Lillian Wald’s Henry Street Settlement in New York and became
director of the National Consumers League. Working for industrial reform, she influenced the Oregon legislature to
enact the ten-hour workday law for working women. Louis D. Brandeis, counsel for the state of Oregon, successfully
defended the law in the 1903 landmark Supreme Court case, Muller v. Oregon.

Jane Addams (1860-1935), from Cedarville, Illinois, graduated  from Rockford Female Seminary. She
was active not only in settlement work in the 1890s, but also in reforms of the early 20th century.

She proposed that since woman’s place was in the home, her place also should be in
city government. Why? Problems of the city were like those of housekeeping:
housing, sanitation, safety, impure food, poorly-ventilated factories, infant mortality,
juvenile crime. She made her point succinctly:
“May we not say that city housekeeping has failed partly because women, the
traditional housekeepers, have not been consulted as to its multiform activities?”

Addams put her words into practice. She became a garbage inspector for her Chicago
neighborhood and made her rounds early each morning. She worked tirelessly for improved schools, child labor
laws, woman suffrage, and world peace. In 1931 she received the Nobel Peace Prize for her work in world peace.

A generation of college educated women, not welcomed into the professions, found outlets in the progressive movement.

Frances Perkins (1882-1865), from Boston, worked at
Hull House in Chicago with Jane Addams after graduating
from Mount Holyoke College. She was influenced by the
writings of Lincoln Steffens, Jacob Riis, and Upton Sinclair.
In 1910 Perkins completed a master’s degree and was appointed
executive secretary of the New York Consumers’ League. In 1911
she witnessed the Triangle Shirtwaist Company fire, in which
hundreds of women were trapped by fire because the company
had locked fire escapes to prevent early departures from work.
Perkins helped secure safer working conditions and a shorter
work week by persuading lawmakers to see firsthand the
dangerous conditions in factories and sweatshops.
In 1933, President Franklin D. Roosevelt appointed Perkins
Secretary of Labor. The first woman to hold a cabinet position,
she disregarded Al Smith’s earlier warning that men would take
advice but nor orders from a woman. Perkins put her experience to
work in shaping the 1935 Social Security Act and child labor laws.
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13–8  ! THE TEMPERANCE CRUSADE AND THE EIGHTEENTH AMENDMENT

THE EIGHTEENTH AMENDMENT was ratified
January 17, 1919. It prohibited the manufacture, sale, or
transportation of intoxicating liquors. The Volstead Act
(October 1919) provided for its enforcement. (The
Eighteenth Amendment proved unenforceable and was
repealed by the Twenty-first Amendment in 1933.)

Women reformers began a crusade against intoxicating beverages as early as the 1840s.

Their efforts intensified after the Civil War, when saloons multiplied and
drinking turned into a national problem. Alcohol became associated with
crime, poverty, cities, immigrants, and Catholics. Women’s chief motivation,
however, was closer to home: alcohol destroyed family life.

In 1874, reformers organized the Woman’s Christian Temperance Union
(WCTU). Educator and social reformer Frances Willard served as its president from
1879 until her death in 1898. In 1883 she founded a world temperance union.

In 1895 the Anti-Saloon League was formed, backed by Protestant churches
and new scientific evidence proving alcohol harmful to the body and a
depressant rather than stimulant.

THE WCTU AND THE ANTI-SALOON LEAGUE

CARRY A. NATION—SALOON SMASHER

Carry Amelia Moore (1846-1911) had first-hand experience with
“demon rum.” Her husband Charles Gloyd was a drunkard. She left
him, and he died soon after. In 1877 she married David Nation, a
lawyer and minister. They moved in 1889 to Medicine Lodge,
Kansas, where David pastored the Christian Church.
Carry taught Sunday School, organized a WCTU chapter, and served
as the jail evangelist. She felt divine protection, but toward what calling?
In 1890 Kansas voted for prohibition; saloons keepers, however,
ignored the law. Carry found her calling. She would close saloons—
by prayer if possible, by hatchet if necessary.

Looming six-feet tall, Carry began her hatchet attacks on June 1, 1900.
She smashed saloons in Kansas cities, then crossed state lines. When
arrested for disturbing the peace, she paid her fines with sales of pewter
hatchet pins. She succeeded in enforcing and promoting prohibition.

PROHIBITION—THE EIGHTEENTH AMENDMENT, 1919

By 1913 half the nation’s counties were “dry”—that is,
they had passed laws prohibiting the use of intoxicating
alcoholic beverages. The Anti-Saloon League then changed
its emphasis from temperance to prohibition.
A federal prohibition law would require a constitutional
amendment. By 1917, 27 states were dry; the votes of
only nine more states were needed for ratifying an amend-
ment. World War I tipped the scales: prohibitionists
argued that food scarcity required that grain not be used
to make alcohol.

FRANCES

WILLARD
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13–9 !  THE WOMAN SUFFRAGE MOVEMENT

The progressive movement breathed new life into the WOMAN’S RIGHTS MOVEMENT,
started by Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Lucretia Mott in 1848 and led by Stanton and
Susan B. Anthony for the next half century.
The Woman’s Rights Movement fostered reforms in many areas, but by 1890 it focused
on woman suffrage (the right to vote). The National American Woman Suffrage Association
(NAWSA) presided over first by Stanton, 1890-1892, then by Anthony, 1892-1900, worked
for the ballot as its single goal.
The NAWSA presented a new rationale for the right to vote. Initially women reformers
claimed this right as a matter of justice; by 1890 the argument had changed to one of
expediency. Women argued that their vote would expedite progressive reforms such as prohibi-
tion. Some also appealed to racist and nativist strains among progressives by claiming that the
vote of white, middle class, native-born women would offset that of blacks and immigrants.

PROGRESSIVE LEADERSHIP FOR A WOMAN SUFFRAGE AMENDMENT

STATES ADOPTING WOMAN SUFFRAGE BEFORE 1920

In the twentieth century a new generation of feminists replaced the older leadership.
Carrie Chapman Catt and Anna Howard Shaw presided over NAWSA’s suffrage
campaign between 1900 and 1920.

In 1913 Alice Paul and Lucy Burns formed a splinter group, the Congressional Union, which used
militant tactics borrowed from British suffragists; in 1916 they organized the National Woman’s
Party, pledged to vote for the political party supporting a federal amendment for woman suffrage.

NAWSA, with its 2,000,000 bipartisan members, disapproved of the rival group’s tactics. Yet the
conservative NAWSA benefitted from the resulting upsurge of interest in winning the ballot, particularly at the
state level.

Carrie
Chapman
Catt

Between 1869 and 1918—49 years—eleven states, all west of the Mississippi River and led by Wyoming in 1869,
enacted woman suffrage laws. In 1917 Montana elected Jeanette Rankin to the House of Representatives; she was
the first woman elected to Congress. Such progress was too slow for women of the progressive era. They focused
attention on President Woodrow Wilson.
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13–10  !  THE NINETEENTH AMENDMENT:  WOMEN’S RIGHT TO VOTE

PRESIDENT WOODROW WILSON: A CONVERT TO WOMEN’S RIGHT TO VOTE

President Woodrow Wilson, initially opposed to woman suffrage, became sensitized to it as “the matter was brought
to his attention” by the militants’ White House pickets, arrests, and hunger strikes in jail—as well as their
comparisons of “Kaiser Wilson” to Germany’s Kaiser Wilhelm II.

Wilson’s response quickened as he sought re-election in 1916. In September that year he addressed the NAWSA
Convention in Atlantic City; but while praising the suffrage movement, he stopped short of endorsing the proposed
constitutional amendment.

Carrie Chapman Catt marked as the moment of Wilson’s conversion the end of his speech when Anna Howard
Shaw stood to say: “We have waited so long, Mr. President, for the vote—we had hoped it might come in your
administration.” Every woman in the huge hall rose and silently stared at the president.

With the coming of World War I, women put increasing pressure on President Wilson to realize the paradox of a
nation’s fighting for worldwide democracy while denying women democracy at home. They emphasized their
contributions to the war effort.
Then, on September 30, 1918, Wilson made an unprecedented personal appearance before the Senate to advocate
passage of the woman suffrage amendment then being debated. The man seeking to make the world safe for
democracy had become aware that women comprised half that world. He said:

“Through many, many channels I have been made aware of what the plain, struggling,
workaday folk are thinking upon whom the chief terror and suffering of this war
falls.…They think, in their logical simplicity, that democracy means that women shall
play their part in affairs alongside men and upon an equal footing with them.”

President Wilson failed to move his audience. As one feminist observed, “You can’t hustle the
Senate,” which had been debating the bill since its introduction in 1878. Not until a new
Republican Congress took their seats in 1919 did the Senate pass the amendment and send
it to the states for ratification.

THE NINETEENTH AMENDMENT GRANTING WOMAN SUFFRAGE
WON RATIFICATION BY THE REQUIRED TWO-THIRDS OF THE STATES ON AUGUST 20, 1920.

The “logical simplicity” of the idea that women were endowed
with the inalienable right to self-government had finally penetrated
centuries-old attitudes of women’s inferiority.

According to Carrie Chapman Catt, the achievement of suffrage
alone, took: “fifty-two years of pauseless campaign.…
fifty-six campaigns of referenda to male voters; 480 to get
Legislatures to submit suffrage amendments to voters;
47 campaigns to get State Constitutional conventions
to write suffrage into state constitutions; 227 campaigns
to get State party conventions to include woman
suffrage planks; 30 campaigns to get presidential party
conventions to adopt woman suffrage planks in party
platforms, and 19 campaigns with 19 Congresses….
It was a…seemingly endless chain of activity.”

WHAT OTHER RIGHTS DID WOMEN WIN?
A FLASHBACK TO THE WOMAN’S RIGHTS MOVEMENT,

1840 TO 1920,  WILL SURPRISE YOU.
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13–11  !  FLASHBACK—WORLD ANTI-SLAVERY CONVENTION: LONDON, 1840
"When I first heard from the lips of Lucretia Mott that I had the same right to think for myself that Luther, Calvin, and John Knox had,

and the right to be guided by my own convictions, and would no doubt live a happier life than if guided by theirs,
I felt at once a new-born sense of dignity and freedom..."

—Elizabeth Cady Stanton

Elizabeth Cady Stanton first conceived the idea of a woman's rights organization
in 1840 while attending the World Anti-Slavery Convention in London
with her abolitionist husband Henry Stanton. Although not a delegate
herself, Stanton reacted strongly to the Convention's discrimination against
the United States' eight women delegates, among whom was Lucretia Mott.

Stanton, a young bride of 25, and Mott, married and 46, became friends on the trip.
Their response to the events below has affected every woman in America—and every man.

1840:  WORLD ANTI-SLAVERY CONVENTION—
Clergy delegates led a move to reject the eight U.S.
female delegates, insisting that women occupy a
subordinate position to men, as divinely decreed by Eve's
creation from Adam's rib. Despite protests by Henry
Stanton and Wendell Phillips, the women were admitted
only as guests and seated behind a half-curtain.

Wendell Phillips, misjudging the significance of the
matter, responded graciously to rejection of the women
delegates. This reaction of a man who had championed
their cause disappointed the women.

William Lloyd Garrison, keynote speaker and the most
prominent figure in the abolition movement,
demonstrated his support of the women's cause in a way
that made him a hero in their eyes. He refused to give his
speech, declined his seat as a delegate, and sat with the
women throughout the 10-day meeting.

Stanton later recalled in her autobiography that the
remark was heard on all sides, “It is about time some
demand was made for new liberties for women.”
She and Lucretia Mott resolved to hold a woman's
rights convention when they returned home. After an
eight-year delay, they did so.

1492 20201840
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13–12  !  WOMAN'S RIGHTS CONVENTION:  SENECA FALLS, NEW YORK, 1848

DECLARATION OF SENTIMENTS—
Delegates discussed and voted  on this radical

document written by Stanton. It paraphrased the
DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE:

More than 300 people—including 40 men—from a
50-mile radius attended the meeting. They were young
(average age 35), white, and middle class; many were
reformers associated with abolitionism, temperance, and
free soil political parties.

 "WOMAN'S RIGHTS CONVENTION—
A convention to discuss the social, civil, and
religious rights of woman will be held in the
Wesleyan Chapel, Seneca Falls, New York...the
19th and 20th of July current [1848]."

In 1848 Elizabeth Cady
Stanton and Lucretia Mott

launched the woman's rights
movement with the following

notice in the
Seneca County Courier:

Delegate Frederick Douglass saved
the resolution. The only man
who favored it, he stood by
Stanton's side and spoke of its
importance. It carried by a
narrow margin. Douglass later
said he was prouder of this act
than any other in his public life.

Despite criticism from press, pulpit, and much of
society, courageous feminist reformers won rights for
women in four areas: physical, intellectual, spirititual,
and social.
Read on to compare women's status, as described in the
Declaration of Sentiments, with these reforms.

The 72-year Woman's Rights Movement officially
began as 100 delegates, 68 women and 32 men, signed
the Declaration of Sentiments. It ended in 1920 with
passage of the 19th Amendment granting female
suffrage. By 1900 participants in this feminist crusade
(which always included men) numbered 2,000,000.

All 12 resolutions passed. Four of the most radical were:
RESOLVED, That all laws which prevent woman from
occupying such a station in society as her conscience
shall dictate, or which place her in a position inferior to
that of man, are contrary to the great precept of nature,
and therefore of no force or authority.
RESOLVED, That woman is man's equal—was intended
to be so by the Creator, and the highest good of the race
demands that she should be recognized as such.
RESOLVED, That woman has too long rested satisfied
in the circumscribed limits which corrupt customs and
perverted application of  the Scriptures have marked out
for her, and that it is time she should move in the
enlarged sphere which her great Creator has assigned her.
RESOLVED, That the speedy success of our cause
depends upon the zealous and untiring efforts of both
men and women, for the overthrow of the monopoly of
the pulpit, and for the securing to women an equal
participation with men in the various trades, professions,
and commerce.

The ninth resolution at first was considered too radical to
pass. Even Lucretia Mott told Stanton so. Henry Stanton
was so embarrassed by it, he left town, and Stanton's
father thought her insane. The ninth resolution stated:

RESOLVED, That it is the duty of the women of this
country to secure to themselves the
sacred right to the elective
franchise [right to vote].

1492 20201848

After the preamble came a listing of 18 grievances
against not King George but "men." There followed 12
resolutions for action.
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!"He has never permitted her to exercise her inalienable
right to the elective franchise.

! He has compelled her to submit to laws, in the
formation of which she had no voice.

! He has withheld from her rights which are given to
the most ignorant and degraded men—both natives
and foreigners.

! Having deprived her of this first right of a citizen, the
elective franchise, thereby leaving her without
representation in the halls of legislation, he has
oppressed her on all sides.

! He has made her, if married, in the eye of the law,
civilly dead.

! He has taken from her all right in property, even to
the wages she earns.

! He has made her, morally, an irresponsible being, as
she can commit many crimes with impunity, provided
they be done in the presence of her husband. In the
covenant of marriage, she is compelled to promise
obedience to her husband, he becoming, to all intents
and purposes, her master—the law giving him power
to deprive her of her liberty and to administer
chastisement.

! He has so framed the laws of divorce, as to what shall
be the proper causes, and in case of separation, to
whom the guardianship of the children shall be given,
as to be wholly regardless of the happiness of
women—the law, in all cases, going upon a false
supposition of the supremacy of man, and giving all
power into his hands.

! After depriving her of all rights as a married woman,
if single, and the owner of property, he has taxed her
to support a government which recognizes her only
when her property can be made profitable to it.

! WOMAN'S RIGHTS CONVENTION, 1848

THE DECLARATION OF SENTIMENTS

RESOLVED, That woman is man's equal—was
intended to be so by the creator, and the highest good
of the race demands that she should be recognized as
such...RESOLVED, That it is the duty of the women
of this country to secure to themselves their sacred
right to the elective franchise.…

! He has monopolized nearly all the profitable
employments, and from those she is permitted to
follow, she receives but a scanty remuneration. He
closes against her all the avenues to wealth and
distinction which he considers most honorable to
himself. As a teacher of theology, medicine, or law,
she is not known.

! He has denied her the facilities for obtaining a
thorough education, all colleges being closed against
her.

! He allows her in Church, as well as State, but a
subordinate position, claiming Apostolic authority
for her exclusion from the ministry, and with some
exceptions, from any public participation in the
affairs of the Church.

! He has created a false public sentiment by giving to
the world a different code of morals for men and
women, by which moral delinquencies which
exclude women from society, are not only tolerated,
but deemed of little account in man.

! He has usurped the prerogative of Jehovah himself,
claiming it as his right to assign for her a sphere of
action, when that belongs to her conscience and to
her God.

! He has endeavored, in every way that he could, to
destroy her confidence in her own powers, to lessen
her self-respect, and to make her willing to lead a
dependent and abject life.

! Now in view of this entire disfranchisement of one-
half the people of this country, their social and
religious degradation—in view of the unjust laws
above mentioned, and because women do feel
themselves aggrieved, oppressed, and fraudulently
deprived of their most sacred rights, we insist that
they have immediate admission to all the rights and
privileges which belong to them as citizens of the
United States.

! In entering upon the great work before us, we
anticipate no small amount of misconceptions,
misrepresentations, and ridicule; but we shall use
every instrumentality within our power to effect our
object. We shall employ agents, circulate tracts,
petition the State and National legislatures, and
endeavor to enlist the pulpit and press in our
behalf. We hope this Convention will be followed
by a series of Conventions embracing every part of
the country....

THE HISTORY OF MANKIND is a history of repeated
injuries and usurpations on the part of man toward
woman, having in direct object the establishment of an
absolute tyranny over her. To prove this, let facts be
submitted to a candid world.
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13–13  !  FEMINIST REFORMS:  PHYSICAL
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MODEST

Respectable women were
covered from head to toe. Layers
of clothing that weighed 12 to
15 pounds interfered with
movement, and corsets exerting
up to 80 pounds of pressure
caused internal injuries.

WEAK

Nineteenth
century chivalry
idealized female
weakness, causing
women to cultivate
helplessness.

DELICATE

Sports were too dangerous
for weak women, and it was
feared that calesthenics
would masculinize
women and give
them a
"gymnasium face."

Most doctors
recommended
housework as the
only safe exercise for women.

IGNORANT

Birth control was illegal;
knowledge
of it was
considered
immoral.

PRACTICAL
Dress reform came first. In 1850
Elizabeth Miller, Stanton's cousin,
designed a comfortable outfit freeing
women from corsets and heavy skirts.
It was called the Bloomer after Amelia
Bloomer who popularized it.
By 1854 ridicule from the press,
accusations of immorality from the pulpit,
and pleas from embarrassed children forced
feminists to give up the Bloomer in order
not to jeopardize reforms such as the vote.

STRONG—Sojourner Truth noted the irony of
"weaker vessels" working the fields. Charlotte Perkins
Gilman (1860-1935) reminded women that weakness
could be an invitation to male aggression as well as
protection.

FIT

Invention of the bicycle proved a breakthrough:
finally an activity considered safe
for women. But they were
encouraged to get a thoracic
exam first.

The Washington D.C. Bicycle
Society, and others like it,
protested women's new
mobility, saying it would
break up the American home.

INFORMED—Margaret Sanger (1883-1960)
worked from 1912 until her death to make birth
control legal. She even went to
jail briefly for violating a law
against sending birth control
information
through
the mail.

1492 20201848     1920
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TRUTH
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! FEMINIST REFORMS:  INTELLECTUAL

SMALL; INFERIOR CAPACITY—Doctors warned
girls and women against difficult subjects for fear of
brain fever.

SUBMISSIVE; OBEDIENT—It seemed logical for
mentally inferior persons, such as women, to be
subservient.

HIGHER EDUCATION—While Harvard College
was built for men only six years after the Puritans
arrived in Massachusetts (1636), women were denied
access to college for 201 years.

In 1837 Mary Lyon founded Mount Holyoke for
women, and Oberlin became the first coeducational
college. In the 1830s and 1840s Catharine Beecher
crusaded in the Midwest for teacher-training colleges.
After the Civil War several women's colleges opened:
1865—Vassar
1875—Smith
1875—Wellesley
1879—Radcliffe
1885—Bryn Mawr

NORMAL

Women's success
in the new colleges
offered proof their
brains could
handle difficult
subjects.
In 1915 Bryn Mawr President M. Carey Thomas
wrote:  "We did not really know anything about...
the intellectual capacity of women when we began to
educate them....We were told that their brains were
too light, their foreheads too small, their reasoning
powers too defective, their emotions too easily worked
upon to make good students. None of these things
has proved to be true. Women have proved
themselves equal to men, even slightly superior."

INDEPENDENT

Feminists such as Lucy Stone and Elizabeth Cady
Stanton took the word "obey" out of their marriage
vows. They urged other women to do the same and
to think for themselves.
Susan B. Anthony encouraged women to be
independent and autonomous (self-governing).

By 1900 women had access to 80 percent
of all institutions of higher learning.

NO COLLEGE; DOMESTIC SUBJECTS—Intellect
was considered a male possession; therefore, "feminine
girls" had little interest in or need for education. Smart
girls learned to conceal their knowledge.

"A man asks not 'Is she clever?' but 'Is she pretty?'"—anonymous
"A woman...if she has the misfortune of knowing anything, should conceal it as well as she can."—Jane Austen
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SUSAN B. ANTHONY
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1848—WOMEN'S STATUS       1848-1920—FEMINIST REFORMS

! FEMINIST REFORMS:  SPIRITUAL

 SPIRITUAL
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NONE (except For Quakers)

NEW TESTAMENT SCRIPTURE QUOTED BY
CLERGY TO LIMIT WOMAN'S SPHERE

WOMEN'S MISSIONARY SOCIETIES
Among the first organizations for women, these
societies gave women the experience of speaking in
groups.

FEW
In 1853 Antoinette Brown became the first ordained
woman minister of a major U.S. religion
(Congregational).

THE WOMAN'S BIBLE (1895), by Elizabeth Cady
Stanton and a committee of 30 women, is a
commentary analyzing the Bible's derogatory
references about women in light of other passages—
and reason.
It aroused
a storm
of
protest.

NONE

1492 20201848     1920
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! FEMINIST REFORMS:  SOCIAL

COULD NOT
own property
or wages.

NO LEGAL GUARDIANSHIP OF CHILDREN LEGAL GUARDIANSHIP OF CHILDREN

MARRIED WOMAN'S PROPERTY ACTS

EMPLOYMENT IN THE TRADES AND
PROFESSIONS

SUFFRAGE

In 1920
women won
the right to vote
with the 19th
Amendment
to the
Constitution.

(Earlier they
had won other
legal rights.)

In 1849 Elizabeth
Blackwell became the
first woman to earn a
medical degree. She
was ostracized as odd
and immoral.

In 1990
women's pay
averaged 70
percent of
men's in the
same job
with the
same
credentials.

UNEQUAL PAY AND EMPLOYMENT
Women's pay averaged
25 percent
of men's in
the same job
with the
same
credentials.

COULD NOT
vote,
hold public office,
sign contracts,
serve on juries,
testify in court,
sue or be sued.

In 1872 Susan
B. Anthony was
arrested and fined
for trying to vote.
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13–14  !  AFRICAN-AMERICANS IN THE PROGRESSIVE ERA

segregation—separation; the separation of African-Americans from whites
Jim Crow—a term for segregation laws. This term came from a song made popular in the 1830s by an entertainer

named Dan Rice. Rice was impressed by a young African-American boy singing “Jump, Jim Crow.”
He copied the boy’s song and dance routine and performed it for years in his minstrel shows.

AFRICAN-AMERICANS DID NOT FARE WELL IN THE PROGRESSIVE ERA.
The Compromise of 1877 ended Reconstruction

and most northerners’ concern with black’s rights.
African-Americans gradually lost their political and civil rights,
as southern whites regained power and instituted segregation.

In 1896, the Supreme Court’s legalization of separate but equal facilities
intensified southern segregation and intimidation of African-Americans.

1870-1954: DISFRANCHISEMENT AND JIM CROW

In 1870 the 15th Amendment gave African-American citizens the right to vote.
After Reconstruction ended in 1877, Southern states began to restrict African-
Americans’ voting rights in several ways:
  ! poll tax (a fee to vote)
  ! literacy test (ability to read and write)
  ! property requirements
  ! white primary elections

Segregation increased at the same time.
By 1890 Jim Crow laws had created
separate facilities in schools, trains,
streetcars, parks, factories, baseball
fields, and various places of
entertainment.

The Supreme Court ruled
that separate but equal facilities
for blacks and whites were legal.
This ruling made segregation in
all areas, including schools, the
law of the land until 1954,
when Brown v. Board of Education
reversed the ruling.

Plessy v. Ferguson resulted in
violations of African-Americans’
civil rights (citizens’ rights
guaranteed by the Constitution)

Ida B. Wells-Barnett (1862-1931),
born a slave, became a teacher and
part-owner of the Memphis Free
Speech newspaper. She campaigned
fearlessly for anti-lynching laws
and women’s rights. In 1895 she
published The Red Record, the
first statistical record of lynchings.
She wrote:

W.E.B. DuBois, (1868-1963) of
Massachusetts, received a Ph.D. at
Harvard University. In 1905 he helped
organize the Niagra Movement and in
1909 the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People
(NAACP) to protest discrimination
and work for African-Americans’ civil
rights. He published the NAACP
magazine, The Crisis, for 24 years.
He criticized Booker T. Washington
for compromising on segregation.
DuBois called educated
blacks like himself
“The Talented Tenth”
and encouraged them
to help restore
blacks’
Constitutional
rights.

Christian and
moral forces…
should insist…
this nation do
its duty to exalt
justice and
preserve…the
sacredness of
human life.

Booker T. Washington (1856-1915)
established Tuskegee Institute in
Alabama to train black teachers,
farmers, carpenters, printers, and
other craftsmen. He accepted
segregation and believed economic
advancement through hard work
would lead to black civil rights.

Washington made a speech
in 1895 at the Atlanta
Exposition, in which he said:

“In all things that are
purely social we can be
as separate as the fingers,
yet one as the hand
in all matters essential
to mutual progress.”

W.E.B. DuBois and other
critics called his speech
the “Atlanta Compromise.”
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13–15  !  AFRICAN-AMERICAN MIGRATIONS AND THE HARLEM RENAISSANCE

A “Great Migration” occurred between the 1880s and 1930s as southern African-Americans moved North.
They moved to escape Jim Crow laws and to find work in urban, industrialized cities.

Although discrimination existed in the North, more opportunites for achievement could be found there.

In 1860, 90 percent of African-Americans lived in the South; in 1930, 80 percent did.

LANGSTON

HUGHES

Southern blacks migrating north were drawn to Harlem, a new African-American community which began
developing in New York City in 1910 and grew from 50,000 in 1914 to 200,000 in 1930. By 1920 a cultural
phenomenon called the “Harlem Renaissance” burst forth as writers, artists, musicians, and actors began a decade
of heightened artistic achievement, emphasizing racial pride.
A literary awakening led by Langston Hughes—poet, playwright, journalist—marked the Harlem Renaissance.
Author of The Weary Blues and other poetry collections, Hughes became known as the Poet Laureate
of Harlem. Other leading poets were Countee Cullen, author of Color, and Claude McKay,
whose Harlem Shadows was one of the first books by a black writer accepted by a
national publisher. Zora Neale Hurston, an anthropologist, published a collection
of African-American tales and songs in Mules and Men.
The Apollo Theater on Lenox Avenue became famous as a venue for jazz artists such
as Ella Fitzgerald, Billie Holiday, Louis Armstrong, and Duke Ellington.
The Harlem Renaissance declined with the Great Depression of the 1930s, but it added
an aura of urban sophisication to northern African-Americans. Meanwhile, Jamaican
Marcus Garvey arrived in New York City in 1916 to promote racial pride in his “Back to Africa” movement. His
separatist movement disbanded when Garvey was arrested for mail fraud and deported back to Jamaica in 1927.
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SECTION 14

THEODORE ROOSEVELT:
AN ACTIVIST PRESIDENT

1901-1909

“It is the duty of the president to act upon the theory that he is the steward of the people, and…
to assume that he has the legal right to do whatever the needs of the people demand, unless

the Constitution or the laws explicitly forbid him to do it.”—Theodore Roosevelt

“While President, I have been President.
                               I have used every ounce of power there was in the office”—Theodore Roosevelt

“I did not usurp power, but I did greatly broaden the use of executive power.”—Theodore Roosevelt

“The gift of the gods to Theodore Roosevelt was joy, joy in life.
He took joy in everything he did, in hunting, camping, and ranching, in politics,

in reforming the police or the civil service, in organizing and commanding the Rough Riders.”—Lincoln Steffens

“He was so alive at all points, and so gifted with the rare faculty of living intensely
and entirely in every moment as it passed....”—Edith Wharton, childhood friend; novelist

PROGRESSIVE REFORMS AT THE NATIONAL LEVEL OCCURRED BETWEEN 1901 AND 1920 DURING THE ADMINISTRATIONS

OF THREE PROGRESSIVE PRESIDENTS: THEODORE ROOSEVELT, WILLIAM H. TAFT, AND WOODROW WILSON.
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14–1  WHO WAS THEODORE ROOSEVELT?

“I don’t think any President ever enjoyed himself more than I did. ”
—Theodore Roosevelt, 1910

THEODORE ROOSEVELT
26th President, 1901-1909
Political Party: Republican
VP: Charles W. Fairbanks,1905-09
Nickname: “Teedie” and “TR”
     (He did not like “Teddy.”)
5'8"—200 pounds

BORN: October 27, 1858, in New York City at his family’s brownstone home: 28 East 20th Street, near Gramercy Park.
ADULT HOME: Sagamore Hill, a house Theodore built in 1884-85 on 155 acres at Oyster Bay, Long Island, New York.
ANCESTRY: Dutch on father’s side; Scotch, English, French on mother’s side.
RELIGION: Dutch Reformed Church. While at Harvard, taught Sunday School classes at an Episcopal  church.
EDUCATION:

Tutored at home and on year-long family trips to Europe at age 11 and age 14.  The second trip included a
two-month sail on the Nile River in Egypt and a five-month period of German and French studies with
a German family in Dresden, Germany.

Harvard College, 1876-1880; graduated Phi Beta Kappa and  magna cum laude; member, Porcillian Club.
Columbia Law School, 1880-1882; quit without a degree when his interest shifted to politics.

FAMILY:
Married to Alice Hathaway Lee of Boston from 1880 until her death in 1884.  One child: Alice (1884 -1980).
Married to  childhood friend Edith Kermit Carow (1861-1948) of New York City in 1886. Five children:

Theodore Roosevelt, Jr. (1887-1944); Kermit Roosevelt (1889-1943);
Ethel Carow Roosevelt (1891-1977); Archibald Bulloch Roosevelt (1894-1979);
Quentin Roosevelt (1897-1918).

CAREER: Writer, rancher, U.S. civil service commissioner, New York City police commissioner, assistant secretary of the
U.S. Navy, governor of New York, vice president of the United States, president of the United States.

MILITARY  SERVICE:
Captain, National Guard, New York’s Eighth Regiment.
Colonel, First U.S. Volunteer Cavalry Regiment (the “Rough Riders”) in Spanish-American War, 1898.

HONORS:
Nobel Peace Prize for mediating Russo-Japanese peace treaty, 1906. (The first American to win a Nobel Prize)
Medal of Honor for heroism in Spanish-American War, awarded posthumously in 2001.
President, American Historical Association, 1912; delivered presidential address, “History as Literature.”

 BIOGRAPHY AT A GLANCE:  THEODORE ROOSEVELT, 1858-1919

Nothing in Roosevelt’s background suggested his role as a reformer
politician, for his wealthy New York City family belonged to the social
class that found politics degrading. Not Theodore. Here is his story.

Theodore Roosevelt (TR), 42, was the youngest president of the United States
when he took the oath of office on September 14, 1901, at the death of William
McKinley. The strongest president since Lincoln, he ended the caretaker presidency
of the Gilded Age and shifted power from Congress to the White House. His bold
leadership in exerting federal power created a model for activist presidents in the
new twentieth century. His progressive reforms based on government power proved
an inspiration to cousin Franklin D. Roosevelt’s New Deal in the 1930s.

Progressivism, a reform movement that began in the mid 1890s, was
sweeping the country as Roosevelt took office. There could have been no better
match between a man and his times. Exuding energy, vitality, confidence,
optimism, intelligence, wit, warmth— and sometimes heat, Roosevelt aimed
to correct injustices and give a “square deal” to all: industrialists and laborers,
farmers and consumers. His approach: “Speak softly and carry a big stick.”


