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6–16  !  WEST AFRICAN ARTISTS AND STORYTELLERS, 1500s-1800s

West African art is best known for
its splendid sculptures, such as this
16th century bronze, Queen Mother
of Benin. (Terra cotta sculptures date
to 200 A.D.

STORYTELLING was a highly
developed art form for West Africans,
as it had been for Europeans before
they were introduced to literacy.
Lacking the techniques of reading and
writing,  West Africans created an
oral tradition by telling their history,
stories, fables, parables, and proverbs
over and over to each generation.

The storyteller, called griot, would act
out the parts, joke, and sing. And all
would join in. As you can imagine,
story-telling educated families in
creative ways.

Folk tales about animals were favorites.
In America these tales influenced
southern writers such as Joel Chandler
Harris, author of the Br’er Rabbit
stories.

West Africans sculpted in wood,
metals, and ivory. Subjects included
figures, masks, and ceremonial objects.

Exquisite gold-work, such as this
pendant, typified the art of Ashanti.

Listen as the griot tells an African folk tale about the Great Spider,
Ananse Kokrofo:

One day Ananse the
Spider—determined
to be the Great
Spider—collected
all the wisdom in
the world, tucked it
in a gourd tied to
his stomach, and
scrambled up a tree
to hide it.

He had trouble half
way up because the
gourd got in his

way. Ntikuma, his son watching from below, said, “Father, if you truly had
all the wisdom of the world, you would have put the gourd on your back.
Ha! Ha!” Hearing the truth, Ananse threw the gourd down in a fit of temper.
The gourd broke, scattering wisdom everywhere. Men rushed to gather what
they could, but no man got more than just a little bit.

Art was part of everyday life,
as seen in intricately carved combs.

Body art was used to identify one’s
clan and to help commune with
spirits.

About 1900 Europeans first exposed
to African art labeled it primitive, but
it influenced the modern art of Pablo
Picasso, Georges Braque, Henry
Moore and other abstract artists.
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“We are almost a nation of dancers, musicians and poets. Thus every great event...is celebrated in public dances,
which are accompanied with songs and music suited to the occasion....

We have many musical instruments, particularly drums of different kinds....”—Olaudah Equiana of Benin, 1789

6–17  !  WEST AFRICAN MUSIC, 1500s-1800s

MUSIC, accompanied by dancing and responsive choral singing, occupied a central role in West African life—in
religious rituals, aesthetic expression, and entertainment. Musical instruments included

harp, xylophone, flute, guitar, banjo, zither, and drum.

—Dancing to drummers’ complex polyrhythmic
patterns, West Africans did complicated movements—
following one rhythmic pattern with their feet, adding another
with their hands, then another with their shoulders, and still
another with their heads. The rhythmic drum beat often sent
dancers into a trance.

JAZZ, one of America’s few original art forms,
derives from African drummers’ polyrhythmic
patterns, whereby the first drummer sets a theme
and other drummers spontaneously join in with
complementary variations. Jazz musicians do the
same with their various instruments.

RHYTHM AND BLUES music features the
flattened “blue” notes of African music.

RAGTIME music is based on African
syncopated rhythms, which stress normally
unaccented beats.

SPIRITUALS and other African-American
church  songs reflect African musical traditions.

TALKING DRUM

HARP            XYLOPHONE FLUTE

Drumming, the heart and soul of
West African music, used
instruments as simple as rocks or
hollow logs with stretched hides
and as sophisticated as the
talking drum that simulated speech.

Skilled talking drummers could create the sounds of speech
           and relay words and sentences 100 miles in two hours,
                 according to an 1899 account by British observer B. Lloyd.

IN AMERICA, African music has had great
impact as African-American musicians

developed new musical forms:

The remarkable talking drum
was strung with cords that created
tension on the drumhead.
Manipulation of the cords while
striking the drumhead with a curved
stick  could produce changes in pitch
ranging more than an octave.
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6–18  !  JOURNEY TO THE AMERICAS:  THE SLAVE TRADE

The life of Africans changed drastically with the beginning of European trade in the 1400s. You learned earlier
that Europeans depended on West Africa for their gold supply. They resented having to pay heavy gold duties (taxes)
to North African Arabs who controlled the trans-Saharan gold trade with West Africa.

Unable to break the Arabs’ gold trade monopoly, the Portuguese—under the leadership of Prince Henry the
Navigator—finally developed the navigational technology to sail around the bulge of Africa and trade for gold
directly with West Africans.

Portugal, followed by other European countries, discovered that West Africans had things for sale other than gold:
pepper, ivory, and their fellow Africans, captured in warfare. Commerce in slaves proved profitable—and so began
the forced migration of Africans to the Americas.
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THE AMERICAN ENLIGHTENMENT

“Nature and nature’s laws lay hid in night.
God said, ‘Let Newton be!’ and all was light.”

           —Alexander Pope

1492 Present1740                     1800
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From where did this new confidence in reason come? It started with the
scientific revolution of the 16th and 17th centuries. In 1665 English scientist

7–1  !  THE AMERICAN ENLIGHTENMENT:  AGE OF REASON, 1740-1800

1492 Present1740                     1800

intellect—power of the mind to understand
through the use of reason

reason—to explore the cause and effect of things

enlighten—to shed light on truth, free from ignorance
truth—how things are

THE ENLIGHTENMENT was an
intellectual revolution because:
! It overthrew a long era of absolute ideas
   revealed through priests and kings.
! It affirmed man’s capacity to reason and
   thus discover for himself truths about    
      the universe, man, and God.

The Enlightenment period emphasized
man’s freedom and ability to think for
himself. The 18th century, called the
AGE OF REASON, gave birth to the
American republic, founded by men of
the Enlightenment.

The Scientific Revolution gave rise to the Enlightenment.

SIR ISAAC NEWTON, building on the work of Nicolaus
Copernicus and Galileo Galilei, discovered the laws of
motion governing the known universe. He published his
findings in Principia (1665).

NATURAL LAW and REASON became key words of the Enlightenment.

These laws of motion were laws of nature: that is, natural laws
that could be learned through observation, reason, and logic.
In other words, thunder was not the wrath of God but
a result of physical occurrences, understandable through reason—
that is, cause-and-effect thinking.

SIR ISAAC NEWTON applied them to the physical world.
JOHN LOCKE and ADAM SMITH, two other English thinkers, applied them to
human society: to politics and economics.

America’s FOUNDING FATHERS applied them to their Revolution and
Constitution.

The Enlightenment was an  intellectual revolution in 18th century Europe and America.

FROM THIS:
Revelation

TO THIS:
Discovery



91

POLITICAL:

Republic

The LAW OF SUPPLY AND DEMAND is the natural law of the market place, according
to Scottish economist ADAM SMITH in his book Wealth of Nations (1776).

According to THOMAS PAINE in his book Age of Reason (1794), God created a universe
governed by natural laws; therefore, nature is mankind’s Bible.

AMERICAN

ENLIGHTENMENT

INSTITUTIONS

Natural law gives each human being three natural rights: LIFE,  LIBERTY, and PROPERTY,
according to John Locke, an English philosopher, in Two Treatises  of Government (1690).

!  THE AMERICAN ENLIGHTENMENT: AGE OF REASON, 1740-1800

INTELLECTUAL:

Science

ECONOMIC:

Capitalism

RELIGIOUS:

Deism

 JOHN
LOCKE

ADAM
SMITH

THOMAS
PAINE

THOMAS JEFFERSON

BENJAMIN
FRANKLIN

Reason tells us that LIFE is essential to being human;
LIBERTY is essential to protecting one’s life; and
PROPERTY is essential for things to sustain life.

The people elect agents to govern them but retain
their sovereignty. If the agents fail to protect the people’s rights to life,
liberty, and property, they may be deposed. Locke’s ideas influenced
Thomas Jefferson in writing the Declaration of Independence.

People infringe on each other’s rights, so through
 a social contract (mutual agreement) they form a
government whose sole purpose is to protect their
three rights.

With no  government interference in business, neither aid  nor
regulation, the invisible hand of supply and demand
competition leads to the best product at the lowest price.

Capitalism, an economic system based on the law of
supply and demand, was adopted by the Founding Fathers.
Capitalism involves three rights: 1) to own private property
2) to free enterprise (to work as you please), and
3) to make—and keep— a profit.

ENLIGHTENMENT THINKERS— THEIR IDEAS AND ACTIONS

Benjamin Franklin, about whom you will read later, was one of  the greatest
exponents of capitalism.

This is the basic concept of Deism, a religious philosophy held (by varying
degrees) by many 18th century American political leaders, including Thomas
Jefferson and John Adams. Eighteenth century Deists believed in a rational
God of goodness who wanted the best for His creation. Deists rejected
supernatural phenomena, including heaven and hell. They believed in
creating heaven on earth by doing good. Morality could be determined by
reason and natural law rather than through religious authorities—the standard
of morality being that which contributes to people’s welfare and happiness.

Learning through discovery was the hallmark of the Enlightenment period.  This involved a
scientific approach to learning nature’s laws through observation and experiment—as Isaac

BENJAMIN BANNEKER

Newton did—as well as the belief that new knowledge should be used for the
good of mankind. You will see this approach in the lives of two
self-taught scientists who spent their lives investigating nature:
Benjamin Franklin, famous in America and Europe for his
scientific discoveries and inventions, and Benjamin Banneker,
mathematician and astronomer who helped survey Washington, D.C.
               Read on for the two Benjamins’ stories.

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN



92

7–2 !  BENJAMIN BANNEKER: AFRICAN-AMERICAN MATHEMATICIAN AND ASTRONOMER

“I consider [Banneker] as a fresh proof that the powers of the mind are disconnected with the colour of the skin.”
      —James McHenry, U.S. Senator, 1791

In the 1730s most African-Americans in Maryland were slaves; the few free blacks had an insecure status.
Robert and Mary Banneky decided that owning land would make their freedom more secure, so they

worked hard and saved their money to buy a farm.

In 1730 their daughter Mary married a freed black slave named Robert, born in West Africa. Mary and Robert used
her last name, later changing it to Banneker. Their son Benjamin, born November 9, 1731, grew up with

three sisters on his parents’ 100-acre tobacco farm near Grandma Molly’s cabin. When Robert died
in 1759, the land belonged to Benjamin. He spent his life farming it, as a bachelor.

From childhood, Benjamin Banneker had an active life of the mind and knew he wanted to do more than farm.
Here is his story.

In 1737 Robert bought a 100-acre farm, a significant achievement for a former slave born in Africa. He made
six-year-old Benjamin a joint owner because he feared that when he died, Maryland laws might keep Benjamin
from inheriting the farm. Robert told his son:

Benjamin Banneker was a free African-American
who reflected the Enlightenment spirit of scientific inquiry.

Banneker was born in 1731 near Baltimore, Maryland.
He made his living farming; he made his life an adventure in learning.

Fascinated with timepieces, at age 22 he made a clock carved entirely from wood.
A gifted mathematician, in his 50s he became a self-taught surveyor and astronomer,
meriting appointment by President George Washington to the surveying team that

laid the boundaries of Washington, D.C. in 1791.
Intrigued with astronomy, he published from 1790 to 1797 the first

Maryland almanac, doing all the scientific computations himself.

Banneker had an English and African heritage. Molly Welsh, his white grandmother, came from
England to Maryland as an indentured servant in 1683. She gained her freedom in seven years and then

bought some land. About 1692 she bought an African-born slave named Banneky (or Bannka)
to help her farm. They spoke different languages but gradually learned to communicate.

Molly opposed slavery and soon freed Banneky. About 1696 she married him, at the risk of her own
freedom; a 1684 Maryland law declared such a marriage between whites and blacks illegal. Molly

adopted Banneky’s name and his people, and they withdrew from white society.
Banneky died young, leaving Molly with four children.

1492 Present1731                  1806
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! BENJAMIN BANNEKER

Grandma Molly taught Benjamin to read and write from
her only book: the Bible. And she told him stories of his
Grandpa Banneky (whom a family acquaintance, Martha
Tyson, described as a dignified man of “bright
intelligence”).

Benjamin attended a one-room Quaker school for four
winters, along with several white students and another free
black, Jacob Hall. A gifted student, Benjamin liked to
invent math puzzles, and (according to Jacob) “all his
delight was to dive into his books.”

1751—At age 20, Benjamin Banneker began a venture
that revealed astonishing mathematical and mechanical
ability. He borrowed a pocket watch for a week to see how

1753—Guided only by his drawings and laboring for two
years, Banneker made a clock by carving the parts from
wood. It kept perfect time for 53 years. (The day Benjamin
died in 1806, a fire destroyed his home and his clock.)

Throughout his life people came from miles around to
see the first clock made of wood—and the remarkable man
who made it.

1776—During the Revolutionary War Banneker grew
wheat for American soldiers. He read with puzzlement
Thomas Jefferson’s words in the Declaration of
Independence.

1789—At age 58,
Banneker found a new
direction for his life:

astronomy.
George Ellicott, a Quaker

neighbor, lent him
surveying and astronomy

textbooks and instruments.
By 1790 Benjamin

mastered both subjects on
his own and amazed

George by calculating a
1791 ephemeris

(astronomical projections
for the calendar year), the
basic information for an

almanac.

it worked. He
decided he
could create his
own timepiece,
so after taking
the watch apart,
he drew the
pieces and
memorized how
they fit together.
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! BENJAMIN BANNEKER

Unlike Benjamin Franklin in
Poor Richard’s Almanac,

he did his own computing of
the tides, eclipses, sunrises and
sunsets. But like Franklin, he

included proverbs and essays to
entertain and instruct.

Among the essays were several
on antislavery, written by
members of the Maryland

Society for the Abolition of
Slavery.

1791—Banneker sent his ephemeris—the astronomical projections for a 1791 almanac—to Andrew Ellicott,
George’s surveyor cousin, and received the surprise of his life. President George Washington had appointed Andrew
to survey the site for the nation’s new capital, later named Washington, D.C. Andrew was impressed by Banneker’s
astronomical expertise (essential for surveying land) and recommended him for the survey team to Thomas
Jefferson, who was in charge of the project. Then, at Jefferson’s recommendation, Washington confirmed Banneker’s
                                                                                                                                                              appointment.

Banneker’s publisher asked Dr. David Rittenhouse of Philadelphia
to review the almanac before its printing. Rittenhouse, the
country’s foremost scientist and Benjamin Franklin’s successor as
president of the American Philosophical Society, reported:

On March 28, 1791, President Washington came to visit the
capital site. There is no evidence that Banneker met him, but
Benjamin must have been proud as Washington (himself a
surveyor) reviewed the team’s work.

Washington D.C., today

From February to April 1791,  Banneker assisted
Ellicott in surveying the ten-mile square capital.
Later Pierre L’Enfant used this survey to map the
federal city.  Every night Banneker observed the stars
from a hole in the observatory tent and then used
their latitude and longitude to compute base points
for the capital’s streets.

1791—Upon returning home Banneker
fulfilled his ambition to write

Benjamin Banneker’s Almanac.
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Banneker sent a letter and a copy of his almanac to Secretary of State Thomas Jefferson, author of the
Declaration of Independence.

! BENJAMIN BANNEKER

Four days after receiving Banneker's letter, Jefferson replied:

Sir, suffer me to recall...that time in which the arms and tyranny of the British Crown were exerted...to reduce
you to a state of servitude....This, Sir, was a time in which you clearly saw into the injustice of...slavery...and held
forth this true and invaluable doctrine: “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal,
and that they are endowed by their creator with certain inalienable right, that amongst these are life, liberty, and
the pursuit of happiness.”

But Sir, how pitiable it is to reflect, that...you should at the same time counteract [God's] mercies, in detaining
through fraud and violence by brethren under groaning captivity and cruel oppression....

As Job proposed to his friends: “Put your souls in their souls’ stead,” and thus shall you need neither the
direction of myself or others in what manner to proceed herein....

Your most obedient humble servant
Benjamin Banneker

August 19, 1791

Sir...I suppose it is a truth too well attested to you...that we are a race of Beings
who have long laboured under the abuse and censure of the world, that we have long
been looked upon with an eye of contempt, and that we have long been considered
rather as brutish than human, and scarcely capable of mental endowments.

Sir, I hope I may safely admit...that you are friendly and well disposed towards
us...willing and ready to lend your aid....

I have taken the liberty of sending your Almanac to Monsieur de Condorcet, Secretary of the Academy of
Sciences at Paris...because I considered it as a document to which your whole colour had a right for their
justification against the doubts which have been entertained of them.

    I am with great esteem, Sir your most obedient humble servant.
Thomas Jefferson

August 30, 1791

Sir, I thank you sincerely for your letter of the 19th...and for the
Almanac....No body wishes more than I do to see such proofs as you exhibit,
that nature has given to our black brethren, talents equal to those of the other
colors of men, and that the appearance of a want of them is owing merely to
the degraded condition of their existence, both in Africa and America.  I can
add with truth, that no body wishes more ardently to see a good system
commenced for  raising the condition both of their body and mind to what it
ought to be, as fast as the imbecility of their present existence, and other
circumstances which cannot be neglected, will admit.

1792-97—Banneker’s almanac was a big success. He published one annually for
six years; by 1797, twenty-eight editions had been printed.

The 1793 almanac contained an exchange of letters with Thomas Jefferson.
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! BENJAMIN BANNEKER

1806—Benjamin Banneker died at age 74.

An obituary in the Federal Gazette described
Banneker as “well known...among scientific men
as an astronomer and mathematician.”

His reputation as an African-American
intellectual widened after his death. In 1836
Martha Tyson wrote A Sketch of Banneker's life.
Other memoirs followed.

In 1852 Banneker's manuscripts, letters, and
almanacs were given to the Maryland Historical
Society. These were used as a source for this story.

In 1878 Frederick Douglass, black abolitionist,
said: “We as a people are especially in need of just
such examples of mental industry and success as
I believe the life of Benjamin Banneker furnish.”

1854—In tribute to Banneker, African-American men
in Philadelphia who formed the Young Men's Mutual
Instruction Society named it the BANNEKER
                                                                INSTITUTE.

Banneker spent his last years observing nature and
playing his flute and violin under a favorite pear tree.

He belonged to no church,
although he dressed as a
Quaker and often attended
the Society of Friends
meeting house.

Martha Tyson,
daughter of
George Ellicott, said,
“His life was one
of constant
worship
in the great
temples of nature.”

Today you can visit the site of Banneker’s farm at the
Benjamin Banneker Historical Park and Museum in Oella,
Maryland.

Archaeologists have discovered the foundation of Banneker’s cabin on this site in the Banneker Historical Park.

You can learn more of
Benjamin Banneker

in another book
in this series,
Adventure Tales

of Benjamin Banneker.
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Enlightenment ideas shaped the thinking of many of  the Founding Fathers—the dozens of men who led America from
colonial status to independence and created a republic based on the human rights of life, liberty, and property.  The light
of reason shone brightly on and through “the big six” below. Without their wisdom, imagination, integrity and heroic
efforts for the cause of freedom, the United States as we know it would not exist. They shared a vision that liberty for
Americans might spread to all humankind. You will be reading about them hereafter, so here is an introduction.

7–3 !  AMERICA'S FOUNDING FATHERS:  THE BIG SIX

1700    1710     1720    1730    1740     1750    1760    1770    1780    1790    1800    1810     1820    1830    1840

1706  BENJAMIN FRANKLIN              1790

1732     GEORGE WASHINGTON            1799

1735 JOHN ADAMS                       1826

1743   THOMAS JEFFERSON               1826

1751         JAMES MADISON               1836

1755  ALEXANDER HAMILTON 1804

* Officer in French and Indian War
* Member of Virginia Assembly
* Member of 1st, 2nd Continental Congresses
* President of Constitutional Convention
* Commander in chief  in American Revolution
* First president of the United States

“Friend to
humankind”

* Member of 1st and 2nd Continental Congresses
* Proposed a Continental Army with George Washington in command
* Member of Declaration of Independence committee
* Championed adoption of Declaration of Independence
* Minister to France and Great Britain
* Author of the Massachusetts state constitution
* First vice president and second president of the United States

* Member of Virginia Assembly and 2nd Continental Congress
* Author of the Declaration of Independence
* Author of the Statute of Virginia for Religious Freedom
* Minister to France, secretary of state, vice president of the U.S.
* Third president of the United States; authorized the Louisiana
        Purchase
* Founder of the University of Virginia

* Member of 2nd Continental Congress
* Member of Virginia Council of State and Virginia Assembly
* Helped write the Virginia state constitution
* Created the basic structure of the United States Constitution
* Wrote 28 of the 85 Federalist Papers
* Congressman, secretary of state, and fourth president of U.S.   

* Officer in Revolutionary War
and aide to General George
Washington

* Delegate to Constitutional
     Convention
* Wrote 52 of 85 Federalist
     Papers
* First secretary of the treasury

* Member of  Pennsylvania Assembly, 2nd Continental Congress
* Colonial postmaster general
* Colonial agent in England; helped secure repeal of Stamp Act
* Member of Declaration of Independence committee
* Delegate to Constitutional Convention
* Founder of world’s first subscription library
* World-famous scientist; proved lightning was electricity

Franklin was the only person to help create and
sign all four documents that gave birth to America:

Declaration of Independence, 1776
Treaty of Alliance with France, 1778
Treaty of Peace with Great Britain, 1783
Constitution of the United States, 1787

“Father of his country”

“Atlas of
 American independence”

“Architect of democracy”

“Genius of capitalism”

“Father of the U.S. Constitution”
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7–4  !  BENJAMIN FRANKLIN AND THE AMERICAN CHARACTER, 1706-90
character—the sum of distinctive qualities describing a person or group; the stamp of individuality engraved by nature,

                                                                                                        habit, and education1492 Present1740                                                           1790

—
“Industry, perseverance, and
frugality make fortune
yield.”

—“Honesty is the
best policy.” “Avoid dishonest
gain; no price can recompense
the pangs of vice.”

—
“Bad humor is an
uncleanness of the soul.”

—“Beware of little
expenses; a small leak will
sink a big ship.”  “spend less
than you get....”

—“Tell me
and I forget. Teach me and I
remember. Involve me and I
learn.”

— “The doors
of wisdom are never shut.”

—“Keep
thy shop, and thy shop will
keep thee.” “He that hath a
trade hath an estate.”

—“Necessity
is the mother of invention.”

—“There are
many sorrows in this life, but
many more pleasures. That is
why I love life.”

—“When you
are good to others, you are
best to yourself.” “What is
serving God? ‘Tis doing
good to man.”

In 1880 Mark Twain noted
Franklin's far-reaching
influence.

Proverbs on this page are quoted from Benjamin Franklin's Poor Richard's Almanac.

Of all the Founding Fathers, Benjamin Franklin best symbolized the Enlightenment,
for he successfully applied the light of reason to every aspect of life.

His achievements as
printer and businessman,
scientist and inventor,
statesman and diplomat,
philosopher and humanitarian

earned him the reputation of “the greatest American” and “a friend to humankind.”
Through his talents as a thinker, writer, moralist, and humorist he applied the light
of reason to shaping the American character. In 1782 J. Hector St. John de Crevecoeur
asked, “What then is the American, this new man?” After Franklin, the answer would be,
“Someone like Ben: industrious, honest, frugal, practical, persevering, optimistic, curious,
inventive, good-natured, and generous.”
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“Benjamin Franklin was the greatest man and ornament of the age and country in which he lived.”—Thomas Jefferson

are Franklin’s letters and other writings, chiefly his famous Autobiography,
ranked as one of the outstanding works in American literature.

William (age 40), governor of New Jersey. In 1776 Franklin became bitter toward
his son because William remained loyal to the British in the American Revolution.

for the public. Enfeebled in 1789, he stopped writing a year before his death,
having told his story only through 1760, the first 54 of his 84 years.

of how to develop a good character, the pursuit of which he called
“the science of happiness.”

1492 Present1706                                                             1790
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8–1  !  BENJAMIN FRANKLIN, 1706-1790

“Relating to our ancestors....the family had
lived in the same village, Ecton [England]
for 300 years...on a freehold [farm] of about
30 acres, aided by the smith’s business...the
eldest son being always bred to that
business....”

“Our humble family early embraced the Reformation....
continued Protestants through the Reign of [Queen] Mary
[Bloody Mary, 1553-58], when they were sometimes in danger of
persecution on account of their zeal against Popery [Catholicism].
They had an English Bible, and to conceal it...it was fastened
open with tapes under...a stool. When my great, great grandfather
wished to read it to his family, he turned up the...stool upon his
knees....”

“Dear Son:

“I have ever had a pleasure in obtaining any little
anecdotes of my ancestors....Imagining it may be
equally agreeable to you to know the circumstances
of  my life...I sit down to write them for you....

“Besides, there are some other inducements that
excite me to this undertaking. From the poverty and
obscurity in which I was born...I have raised myself
to a state of affluence and some degree of celebrity
in the world. As constant good fortune has
accompanied me...my posterity will perhaps be
desirous of learning the means which I
employed....They may also deem them fit to be
imitated, should any of them find themselves in
similar circumstances....

WILLIAM FRANKLIN

“And lastly (I may as well confess it, as the denial of it would be believed by nobody) I shall perhaps not a little gratify
my own vanity. Indeed I never heard or saw the introductory words, "Without vanity I may say," etc., but some vain
thing immediately followed. Most people dislike vanity in others whatever share they have of it themselves, but I give it
fair quarter wherever I meet with it, being persuaded that it is often productive of good to the possessor and to others
that are within his sphere of action. And therefore, in many cases it would not be altogether absurd if a man were to
thank God for his vanity among the other comforts of  life.

“And now I speak of thanking God, I desire with all humility to acknowledge that I owe the mentioned happiness
of my past life to his divine providence, which led me to the means I used and gave them success.”

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN

1492 Present1706                                                     1790

In 1771, while serving as a colonial agent in England,
Benjamin Franklin began his autobiography with these words:
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“Josiah, my father, married young and carried his wife
[Anne] with three children to [Boston, Massachusetts] New
England about 1682....where they expected to enjoy the
exercise of their [Puritan] religion with freedom.

!  BENJAMIN FRANKLIN: BOSTON BIRTH

Boston: January 17, 1706—And so a crowd of
brothers and sisters welcomed the birth of Benjamin
Franklin, the 15th of 17 children born to Abiah and
Josiah, by now an industrious, respected Boston
candle and soap maker.“By the same wife [he] had four children more born there

and by a second wife [Abiah, daughter of Peter Folger, a
founder of  Nantucket Island] 10 more, in all 17, of which
I remember often to have seen 13 sitting together at his
table....”
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Ben described his mother as “a discreet and virtuous woman.” He added, “I think you might like to know
something of [my father's]...character....He was...well set and very strong, could draw...and was skilled a little in
music and had a clear pleasing voice....But his great excellence lay in sound understanding and solid judgment....I
remember his being...visited by leading people, who consulted him for his opinion in affairs of the town or of the
church....He was...frequently chosen an arbiter between contending parties.

“At his table he liked to have some sensible friend...to converse with, and always took care to start some ingenious
or useful topic which might tend to improve the minds of his children....[turning] our attention to what was good,
just, and prudent in the conduct of life.”
Josiah believed in the
Puritan concept of
learning as expressed
by Samuel Sewell,
his pastor at Old
South Church,
“without knowledge
the mind of man
cannot be good....”

!  BENJAMIN FRANKLIN:  BOYHOOD LESSONS

THE WHISTLE LESSON was one of Ben's earliest
memories.

“As I grew up...and observed the actions of men,
I thought I met many who gave too much for the
whistle....In short, I conceived that the great part of the
miseries of mankind were brought upon them by the
false estimates they had made of the value of things, and
by their giving too much for the whistle.”

“I had a strong inclination for the sea [Boston was a
thriving seaport; its population, 10,000.]; but my father
declared against it; however...I learned early to swim well,
and to manage boats, and when in a boat...with other boys
I was commonly allowed to govern....I amused myself one
day...with my kite...enjoying at the same time the pleasure
of swimming.”

“I was generally a leader among the boys, and sometimes led
them into scrapes, of which I will mention one...as it shows
an early...public spirit, though not then justly conducted.
There was a salt marsh...[where] we used to...fish....My
proposal was to build a wharf there [from] a heap of stones...
intended for a new house.  The next morning...we were
                          discovered...and corrected by our fathers.”

 I voluntarily offered
and gave all my money
for one.  I then came
home and went
whistling all over the
house, much pleased....
My brothers and sisters,
understanding the
bargain I had made...
laughed so much at me
for my folly that I
cried....”

“When I was a child of seven years...being charmed
with the sound of a whistle...in the hands of another boy,
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!  BENJAMIN FRANKLIN:  SCHOOL DAYS

“I continued however at the...school
not quite one year, though in that
time I had risen...to be head of [the
class]. My father...from a view of the
expense of a college education...
altered his intention.”

Perhaps Josiah suspected that his son
was not cut out for the ministry.  Ben
questioned the logic behind everything,
including matters of faith. Tired of long
prayers before every meal, Ben reasoned:

Unheeded, Ben entertained himself
during Josiah's long prayers by
studying geography on the family's
large world map.

“My father...took me from the
grammar school and sent me to a
school for writing and arithmetic....I
acquired fair writing pretty soon, but
I failed in arithmetic....”

Thus ended Ben's two years of
formal schooling.

As an old man, he expressed gratitude
to the Boston public schools:

However...“At ten years old, I was taken home to
assist my father in his business....”

“I was put to the grammar school at
eight years of age, my father intending to
devote me as the tithe of his sons to the
service of the [Congregational] church.”

“My early readiness in learning to
read (I do not remember when I
could not read) encouraged him in
this purpose....My Uncle Benjamin
approved too of it....”

“Genius without education is like silver in the mine.”—Poor Richard's Almanac
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!  BENJAMIN FRANKLIN: BOOKS THAT SHAPED HIS LIFE
 “I have from my youth been indefatigably studious to gain and treasure up in my mind all useful and desirable knowledge....”

—Benjamin Franklin.

1716-1718—Between the ages of 10 and 12,
Ben read five books that influenced him forever.

"From a child I was fond of reading, and all
the little money that came into my hands was
ever laid out in books. Pleased with The
Pilgrim's Progress, my first collection was of
John Bunyan's works."

  written in 1678 by John Bunyan, an

Christian meets people
who try to hurt him:
VICES such as Pride,
Envy, Giant Despair
and his wife
Diffidence—and
people who help him:
VIRTUES such as Old
Honest, Faithful,
Hopeful, and Courage.
Ben learned valuable
tips from Christian's
progress.

English Puritan preacher, is a famous allegory (published in 100
languages) in which the characters represent virtues and vices.
Christian, the hero laden with burdens, progresses through life
toward the Celestial City (heaven), crossing hazardous places along the
way.

1) John Bunyan, 
2) R. Burton, 
3) Plutarch, 

4) Daniel Defoe, 
5) Cotton Mather, 

Bunyan wrote in his preface,
“Wouldst thou see a truth within
a fable? ....Then read my fancies:
they will stick like burrs....”
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(an important book read by all the Founding Fathers)
Plutarch, a Greek writer in the first century A.D., made Greek
and Roman history personal, vibrant, and exciting by telling it
through the lives of great men.

!  BENJAMIN FRANKLIN: BOOKS THAT SHAPED HIS LIFE

“My method...is, by the study of history...to receive and retain
images of the best and worthiest characters. I thus am enabled
to free myself from any ignoble, base, or vicious impressions,
contracted from...ill company that I may be unavoidably
engaged in, by the remedy of [viewing] these noble examples.”

virtue—goodness that is consciously maintained; moral excellence

Plutarch said of biography: “Ah, and what greater
pleasure can one have? Or what more effective
means to moral improvement?”

Plutarch's —46 biographies of  notable Greeks
and Romans—had a purpose: to provide role models
of men who from small and obscure beginnings
became great and powerful through a commitment to
virtue—to the good.

“My Father's little library
consisted chiefly of  books in
polemic divinity, most of which
I read, and have since often
regretted that at a time when I
had such a thirst for knowledge,
more proper books had not
fallen in my way....

“Plutarch's there was, in
which I read abundantly, and I
still think that time spent to
great advantage.”

“Burton”was an alias for Nathan Crouch, an English printer who popularized history in
brief volumes (40 or 50) for twelve pennies each. They included Admirable Curiosities,
Rarities, and Wonders in England, and Unfortunate Court Favorites of England.

                

         

Eloquent orators

                     

Champions of justice

       

Brilliant empire builders

 became Ben's next purchase.

“One single day acting right
should be treasured more than
                a lifetime of acting
                                   wrong.”
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!  BENJAMIN FRANKLIN: BOOKS THAT SHAPED HIS LIFE
“Give thyself unto reading. Good books of all sorts may...enrich you with treasures more valuable than those which...work

of  your callings would have purchased.”—Cotton Mather, Essays to Do Good

Cotton Mather, like Defoe, advocated doing
good through voluntary associations.  He set
forth 10 guidelines for conducting civic
organizations. The most important:  free and
open discussion.

As you learn more about Ben, you can judge for yourself    
  whether his life reflected Mather’s Puritan advice on

                  doing good—living a life useful for mankind—
       especially in regard to these words:

            “There was also [in my father's library] a
book of Defoe's, called Essay on Projects.” The English Puritan Daniel
Defoe suggested practical ways of expanding personal virtue into public
                                                                                                      virtue.

1727—At age 21, Ben followed Mather's guidelines
in founding a club in Philadelphia, the Junto. He insisted
on open discussion as the key to success of any group
(including the 1787 Constitutional Convention).

Eleven-year-old Ben took Defoe’s ideas to
heart. And as an adult, Ben would transform
Philadelphia into a model city through
improvement projects inspired by Defoe.

As an old man, Ben wrote Cotton Mather’s son:

library Cotton Mather’s Essays to Do Good. Mather, a noted
Puritan leader and associate pastor of Boston's North Church,
showed how Christian ethics could bring about the Kingdom
of God on earth—specifically Boston. Young Ben may have felt
that Mather, who lived only a half-mile away, was talking
                                                                        directly to him:

Ben also found in his father’s
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“I stood out some time, but at last
was persuaded and signed the
indentures [contract], when I was
but 12 years old. I was to serve as an
apprentice till I was 21 years of age....”

“In a little time I made great proficiency
in the business, and became a useful
hand to my brother. I now had access to
better books....My time for reading was
at night...or on Sundays...evading...
attendance on public worship, which my
Father used to exact of  me.”

1722—“[At age 16, I read]
Xenophon's Memorable Things of
Socrates....I was charmed with the
Socratic method of dispute, adopted
it, dropped my abrupt contradiction,
and put on the humble enquirer. I
found this method... embarrassing
to those against whom I used it,
therefore I took a delight in it...and
grew... expert in drawing people...
into concessions the consequences
of which they did not foresee.”

“And now it was that being...made
ashamed of my ignorance in figures,
which I had twice failed in learning
when at school, I took Cocker's
[Arithmetic, Being a Plain and Easy
Method] and went through the whole
by myself with great ease.”

1718—“To return. I continued
...employed in my Father's business
[making candles and soap] for two
years...till I was 12 years old. I
disliked the trade.”

“My father [feared] that if he did not find one for me more agreeable, I

!  BENJAMIN FRANKLIN:  PRINTER'S APPRENTICE

“About this time I met with an odd volume of the Spectator [a London daily
paper published by Joseph Addison and Richard Steele]. I thought the writing
excellent and wished if possible to imitate it. I [made] short hints of...each
sentence, laid them by a few days, and then...tried to complete the papers again.

“By comparing my work with the original, I discovered many faults and amended
them; but I sometimes had the pleasure of [improving] the language, and this
encouraged me to think I might...in time...come to be a tolerable English
writer...."Intent on improving my language, I [also read] an English grammar....”

Years later Ben said:

should break away and get to sea....
[My] bookish inclination at length

determined my  
father to
make me

a printer.”
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Silence Dogood sent a second letter
describing her character. Or was it Ben’s?

!  BENJAMIN FRANKLIN: RUNAWAY APPRENTICE

In 1722 Ben tried his new writing skills. “My brother had begun to print
a newspaper, The New England Courant. He had some...friends who
[wrote] little pieces for this paper. I was excited to try my hand among
them. But being still a boy [age 16] and suspecting that my brother would
object to printing anything of mine...I contrived to disguise my hand,
and, writing an anonymous paper [as Silence Dogood, a country widow],
I put it in at night under the door of the printing-house.”
James and his friends were surprised and impressed.

Dear Author of the New England Courant:

...I shall conclude this with my own
character....I am an enemy to vice and a
friend to virtue.... a hearty lover of...all
good men, and a mortal enemy to arbitrary
government and unlimited power....I have
likewise a natural inclination to observe
and reprove the faults of others, at which I
have an excellent faculty. I speak this by
way of warning...for I never intend to wrap
my talent in a napkin. I am courteous,
affable, good humored (unless...provoked),
handsome, and sometimes witty, but
always, your friend and servant,

SILENCE DOGOOD

Silence Dogood was a hit, so Ben wrote
12 more witty, anonymous letters. Some
proposed reforms from Defoe’ s Essay on
Projects, such as women's right to educa-
tion. Most satirized Boston customs and
religion, offending political and religious
                                                     leaders.

Ben finally revealed his secret
authorship, and won praise from
James’ friends. Quite jealous, James
complained (with reason) that their
praise made Ben vain. This was but
one of many master-apprentice
conflicts between the brothers.

“James...had often beat me, which I
took extremely amiss. I fancy his harsh
and tyrannical treatment of me...
[impressed] me with that aversion to
arbitrary power that has stuck to me
through my whole life.” Ben found an
unexpected way to escape.

“I took upon me to assert my freedom,
presuming he would not produce the new
indentures. It was not fair in me to take
this advantage, and this I reckon one of
the first [errors]of my life: but the
unfairness of it weighed little
with...the...resentment [of ] blows....He
was otherwise not an ill-natured man;
perhaps I was too saucy and provoking.”

1723—“So I sold some of my books
to raise a little money, [and secretly,
with a friend's help] was taken on
board [a ship], and...in three days I
found my self in New York near 300
miles from home....” Ben asked a
New York printer for a job.

“Philadelphia was 100 miles farther.…
[and] I set out in a boat. A drunken
Dutchman…fell overboard; I reached
through the water and drew him up.
[He took] out of his pocket a book,
which he desired I would dry for him.”
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Ben had no money, but he had a
trade. (And, as Poor Richard would
say, “He who hath a trade hath an
estate.”) He immediately found a job
at Samuel Keimer's print shop as a
journeyman, a welcome step up from
an apprentice. Then one day, he had a
big surprise!

1724: BOSTON—And so after a
seven-month absence, Ben returned
home to his surprised family. All were
glad to see him, except James. Ben said,
“I went to see him...better dressed than
ever while in his service. He...looked
me all over, and turned to his work
again.”

1724: LONDON—Governor Keith
turned out to be a con man. Offering to
finance Ben, he sent him to England to
buy print equipment—then reneged.
Stranded, Ben once again relied on his
trade. He worked for a year in London
print shops where, refusing to drink
beer for breakfast, he was called the
                             “water-American.”

1726: PHILADELPHIA—At age 20,
Ben returned from London wiser
about human nature. While at sea, he
designed a plan for the future
conduct of his life.
The goal: happiness.

Josiah denied Ben's request for a loan.

!  BENJAMIN FRANKLIN: RAGS TO RICHES, A FORMULA FOR SUCCESS

1723: PHILADELPHIA—On a
September Sunday morning, Ben
arrived in Philadelphia, a bustling port
of 10,000 on the Delaware River. This
city of ethnic diversity and religious
tolerance would become his beloved
hometown for life.

“I have been the more particular in [describing]...my first entry into that city
that you may in your mind compare such unlikely beginnings with the figure I
have since made there. I was in my working dress...dirty from my journey; my
pockets were stuffed out with shirts and stockings; I knew no soul, nor where to
look for lodging. I was fatigued...hungry...[and had only] a Dutch dollar.” Ben
bought three huge rolls and walked up Market Street eating his breakfast.

An improbable development: Ben's
brother-in-law Robert Holmes, learning
Ben was in Philadelphia, had written
urging him to come home. Holmes read
Ben's return letter in the presence of
Gov. Keith, who was im-impressed with
Ben and wanted to aid him.

Arriving in rags at age 17, Ben would
build a publishing empire and be rich
enough at age 42 to retire to scientific
pursuits, inventions, and public service.
HOW DID HE DO IT?

                    This became Ben’s version
                 of the Protestant work ethic:

    Industry +Virtue +Frugality = Success.
And it worked!



110

Industry + Virtue + Frugality = Success /RELIGIOUS WORTH Industry + Virtue + Frugality = Success / CHARACTER

                          “About this time I conceived the bold plan of
arriving at moral perfection. I wished to live without committing
any fault at any time....”

little and saving much, Ben
soon paid the debts on his shop.
He reinvested by starting a
newspaper, the Pennsylvania
Gazette.

                              “In order to secure my credit and character as a tradesman, I took
care not only to be in reality industrious and frugal, but to avoid all appearances of the
contrary. I dressed plainly; I was seen at no places of idle diversion....And this industry
visible to our neighbors began to give us character and credit.

!  BENJAMIN FRANKLIN:  PROTESTANT WORK ETHIC
Benjamin Franklin's version of the Protestant work ethic became one of the strongest influences in American life.

New England Puritans, unsure whether God had
predestined them for salvation (that is, whether God had
determined that they would go to heaven), followed
John Calvin's advice to glorify God as if they were saved.

Ben secularized the Protestant work ethic by giving it
practical rather than religious meaning. He asked not
how a person might glorify God—but rather:

!INDUSTRY: “Be industrious and free. If we are
industrious we will never starve.” “Industry brings
comfort, plenty, and respect.”
!VIRTUE—“Sin is not hurtful because it is forbidden,

but it is forbidden because it is hurtful.” “It [is] in
everyone's interest to be virtuous who [wishes] to be
happy.”

!FRUGALlTY—“Be frugal and free.” “Ah, think what
you do when you run in debt: you give to another power
over your liberty.”

So Ben designed a way to break bad habits and
acquire good ones. He made a list of 13 virtues and
practiced each for a week, giving himself a mark for
every offense. He repeated the course every
13  weeks, 4 times per year, aiming for a clean slate.

 
Y

“I mention
this industry,
though it
seems to be
talking in my
own praise,
that those...
who read it
may know the
use of that
virtue...."

In 1728 Ben, by now a master printer, opened his own print shop and put the Protestant work ethic into practice.

By spending

!INDUSTRY—Work hard at your calling.
!VIRTUE—Be good; obey the 10 Commandments.
!FRUGALITY—Spend money not on yourself
     (indulgence diverts you from glorifying God) but on charity
    and reinvestment in your work.
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!  BENJAMIN FRANKLIN:  THE THIRTEEN VIRTUES

“Let no pleasure tempt thee, no profit allure thee, no ambition corrupt thee, no example sway thee,
no persuasion move thee, to do any thing which thou knowest to be evil;

so shalt thou always live jollily; for a good conscience is a continual Christmas.”—Poor Richard's Almanac

Sun.   Mon.   Tues.   Wed.  Thurs.    Fri.     Sat.
1. : Eat not to dullness.

Drink not to elevation.

2. : Speak not but what may
benefit others or yourself. Avoid trifling
conversation.

3. : Let all your things have their
places. Let each part of your business have
its time.

4. : Resolve to perform what
you ought. Perform without fail what you
resolve.

5. : Make no expense but to do
good to others or yourself; i.e., waste
nothing.

6. : Lose no time. Be always
employed in something useful. Cut off all
unnecessary actions.

7. : Use no hurtful deceit.
Think innocently and justly; if you speak,
speak accordingly.

8. : Wrong none by doing injuries or
omitting the benefits that are your duty.

9. : Avoid extremes.
Forbear resenting injuries so much as you
think they deserve.

10. : Tolerate no
uncleanliness in body, clothes, or
habitation.

11. : Be not disturbed at
trifles or at accidents common or
unavoidable.

12. : Rarely use venery but for
health or offspring never to dullness,
weakness, or the injury of  your own or
another’s peace or reputation.

13. : Imitate Jesus
and Socrates.
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Work

Work

Sleep

“In truth I was incorrigible about order. I was
almost ready to content myself with a faulty
character in that respect....For something that
pretended to be reason was suggesting that...a
perfect character might be..envied and hated
and that a...man should allow a few faults in
himself to keep his friends.”
                                                

THE SPECKLED AX—“[I was] like the man who in buying an ax of smith...
desired to have...the surface as bright as the edge; the smith consented to grind
it bright...if he would turn the wheel. He turned while the smith pressed the ax
hard...on the stone, which made the turning of it very fatiguing. The man at
                                                                    length would take his ax as it was.”

“My list of virtues contained at first
but twelve. But a Quaker friend kindly
informed me that I was generally
thought proud, that my pride showed
itself frequently in conversation.”

“ORDER gave me the most trouble. The precept of order requiring
that every part of my business...have its alloted time, [I designed] the
following scheme for the day.”

!  BENJAMIN FRANKLIN:  FINE-TUNING THE 13 VIRTUES

Rise, wash, address Powerful Goodness;
contrive day's business and take the
resolution of the day; prosecute the
present study; and breakfast.

Put things in their places, supper,
music, or diversion, or conversation;
examination of the day.

Read or overlook my accounts,
and dine.

Morning question:
What good shall I do

this day?

Evening question:
What good have I done

today?

! “Forbear all direct contradiction        
     of others’ opinions and all

positive assertion of my own.

! “Forbid myself every word that
     imported a fixed opinion, such as
     ‘certainly,’ ‘undoubtedly.’

! “Adopt instead of them, ‘I conceive’
     or ‘I imagine’ a thing to be so, or
      ‘It so appears to me at present.’

! “Deny myself the pleasure of
    showing...some absurdity in
    [another’s] proposition.”

! “Observe that in some cases...his
     opinion might be right, but in  
     the present case there ‘appeared’      
     or ‘seemed to me’ some      
     difference.”

Pride is “the last vice the good man gets rid of."—Benjamin Franklin

HUMILITY:  “I made it a rule to:

5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10

“This mode [humility] I put on with some violence to my natural inclination,
became at length...easy and habitual. I soon found the advantage in this change in
my manners....My opinions [had] a readier reception...had less mortification when
I was found to be in the wrong, and I more easily prevailed with others to...join me
when I happened to be in the right.”
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1727: THE JUNTO—Meanwhile, inspired by Daniel Defoe and Cotton Mather, Ben turned private virtue into public
virtue by organizing a self-improvement and public service club called the Junto (Latin for “together”). Also called the
Leather Apron Club, it was composed of a dozen fellow tradesmen who were “ingenious friends” and “lovers of reading.”

 Ben said if villains knew the advantages of being virtuous, they'd switch
                                                                                      over immediately!

!  BENJAMIN FRANKLIN:  THE JUNTO, A DO-GOOD CLUB
“For my own part, when I am...serving others, I do not look upon my self as conferring favors, but as paying debts.”—Benjamin Franklin

Friday night meetings were sociable—Ben said, “I love company, chat, a laugh, a glass, and even a song.”—and purposeful:
1. Members would each raise one question about morals, politics, or science—to be discussed at the next meeting after

everyone had read up on it. Once a quarter each person would write and read an essay on any subject.
2. Discussions would be in the spirit of finding truth, without disputes or desire of victory. Dogmatic statements were

penalized by a fee.

Friday night discussions began with this
question:

Junto membership required a pledge.

Ben envisioned an international Junto, THE SOCIETY OF THE FREE AND EASY, uniting virtuous men of all
nations for the good of mankind. By practicing the 13 virtues, members would become free from the dominion

of vice, and by practicing industry and frugality, free from the slavery of debt. Life then would be easy.

Franklin founded the first public library. It’s aim: “make people aware of all
their rights.”
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You seem concerned lest I have imbibed some erroneous opinions. Doubtless I have my share;
and...I imagine a man must have a good deal of vanity who believes...that all the doctrines he
holds are true....I am sorry you have uneasiness on my account; and if it were a thing possible for
one to alter his opinions in order to please another, I know of none whom I ought more willingly
oblige than...yourself. But, since it is no more in man’s power to think than to look like another,
methinks all that should be expected from me is to keep my mind open to conviction, to hear
patiently, and examine attentively whatever is offered me for that end; and if I continue in those
same errors, I believe your usual charity will induce you to rather pity and excuse than to blame me.

“Though I seldom attended any public worship, I had
still an opinion of its propriety...when rightly conducted,
and I paid my annual subscription for the support of the
Presbyterian minister.... Had he been...a good preacher...I
might have [attended church]...

“I had some years before composed a form of prayer...
[And] I returned to this and went no more to [church].
My conduct might be blameable, but I leave it without
attempting...to excuse it , my purpose being to relate
facts, and not to make apologies for them.”

Ben’s practical approach to religion can be seen in an
incident with his
friend George
Whitefield,
the famous
preacher of
the Great
Awakening
revivals.

Ben believed
that you
served God by
doing good to
his children.

Josiah worried
about Ben’s
independent
religious ideas.

In 1738 he
expressed this
concern to his
32-year-old son
and received this
letter.

Ben’s reply to his father explains his approach to religion:

!  BENJAMIN FRANKLIN:  A RATIONAL RELIGION

At age 25 Ben wrote down his own religious creed—
a rational religion arrived at through observing what seemed
reasonable.

He was a friend
to all religious
sects, feeling
there was some
truth in all of
them.

According to John Adams:

Honored Father,

I am your dutiful son, Ben

I think vital religion has always suffered when orthodoxy is more regarded than virtue;
and the scriptures assure me that at the last day we shall not be examined what we thought, but
what we did; and our recommendation will not be that we said, “Lord, Lord!” but that we did
good to our fellow creatures. See Matthew XXV.

!!!There is one God who made all things.
"  He governs the world by his providence.
"  The most acceptable service to God is doing good to man.
"  The soul is immortal.
"  God will reward virtue and punish vice either here or       
    hereafter.
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Because of Ben’s prosperity, the
children enjoyed advantages Ben had
not known as a boy—in the case of
William, a fine law education and an
aristocratic social life.

Between 1732 and 1757 Ben
annually published Poor Richard's
Almanac, a book combining a
calendar with weather and astrological
data and sprinkled with proverbs.

1730—At age 24, Ben married Deborah Read—the girl who
had laughed at him when he first arrived in Philadelphia. It was
a common-law marriage, for Deborah's first husband had
disappeared. Deborah's mind was no match for Ben's, and she
had a bad temper. But Ben said, “She was a good and faithful
helpmeet, assisted me much in the shop, [and] we throve
together.”

!  BENJAMIN FRANKLIN:  FAMILY AND POOR RICHARD'S ALMANAC

They reared two children to adulthood: William,
Ben’s son born by an unknown woman about the time
of the marriage, and Sarah, born in 1742. Francis, a
son born in 1732, died in 1736.

In 1762 William won a royal
appointment as governor of  New
Jersey. He remained loyal to the king
during the Revolutionary War, an act
Ben considered treasonous and hard to
forgive.

Ben published Poor Richard's Almanac as a way to inform the common people, most of whom owned two books,
a Bible and an almanac, and few others. He filled it with proverbs showing hard work and frugality “as the means of
procuring wealth and thereby securing virtue—it being more difficult for a man in want to act always honestly, as
‘It is hard for an empty sack to stand upright.’”
These proverbs
contained the wisdom
of many ages and
nations. To assemble
them. Ben taught
himself French,
Spanish, Italian,
German, and Latin.
Wisdom through
humor became Ben's
tool for improving
the world. He
thought a good laugh
more effective than a
sermon for doing so.

“Poor Richard” was
a fictitious character
who personified
Ben's wit and
wisdom in a down-
home way.   For 25
years the almanac
was a best-seller.
Read in Europe as
well as all the
colonies, it  gained
Ben international
fame.
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1752—Ben's major contribution to science was his proof
that lightning and electricity were identical.

1748-57—At age 42 Ben retired to pursue his major interests: invention and science.
He wanted to improve the physical as well as the moral world.

The items below are a few of his inventions.
He refused to patent any of his inventions, explaining:

“As we enjoy great advantages from the inventions of others, we should be glad of an
opportunity to serve others by an invention of ours; and this we should do freely and generously.”

!  BENJAMIN FRANKLIN: INVENTOR, SCIENTIST, STATESMAN

For this historic discovery Ben won honorary doctoral
degrees from Harvard, Yale, and Oxford Universities, as
well as membership in the Royal Society of London. He
became famous throughout Europe, a great advantage to
the American cause when he served as minister to France
from 1776 to 1785.

But Ben didn't take himself too seriously. After nearly
electrocuting himself at a picnic by trying to cook a turkey
with an electric shock from a Leyden jar, he said:

Between 1757 and his death in 1790, age 51 to 84,
Ben gave himself to public service, some of which you
will read about in later pages. Here is an overview of
his activities:

 FRANKLIN STOVE     BIFOCAL GLASSES      WRITING CHAIR          ARMONICA            ODOMETER         LIGHTNING ROD              CLOCK

                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

1. Colonial postmaster
2. Colonial agent in England; helped secure repeal
    of Stamp Act
3. Delegate to Albany Congress
4. Delegate to First and Second Continental
    Congresses
5. Member of Declaration of Independence    
    Committee
6. Minister to France
7. President of Pennsylvania
8. Delegate to Constitutional Convention

The life of Benjamin Franklin now merges with
that of the colonies, as events lead toward the
American Revolution.
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“I think the Parliament of Great Britain hath no more right to put their hands into my pocket,
without my consent, than I have to put my hands into yours for money....”

          —George Washington

“Under the law of nature, all men are born free....”
—Thomas Jefferson

1492 Present1754-76

SAMUEL ADAMS THOMAS JEFFERSON



118

9–1  !  LEADERS DURING THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION

! Boston patriot who used
   propaganda, press, and public
   relations to stir revolutionary fervor

! Organized Sons of Liberty, a radical
   anti-British protest group, and Boston
   Committee of Correspondence,

! Wrote “Common Sense” (1776),
advocating independence—a
pamphlet that persuaded many
colonists to rebel

! French nobleman and army officer
who became a
general in America’s
Continental Army
and a hero in the
Battle of Yorktown

! A favorite of
General George
Washington, with
whom he served.

! Leader of French
Revolution in 1790s

! Virginia plantation owner

! French and Indian War
   army officer

! Commander in chief
   of Continental
   Army

! 1st president
   of United States

! Known as the
   “Father of
   our country”

! Printer, journalist, inventor,
   scientist, colonial agent in England,
   minister to France

! Negotiated French-American       
   Alliance crucial to
   America’s victory
   in 1783

! Helped negotiate
   favorable terms
   of the Treaty of Paris,
   ending the
   American Revolution

! Delegate to the 1787
   Constitutional
   Convention    

! British King who lost the American
   colonies by refusing to yield to the
   colonists’ grievances and their Olive
                                    

! Wrote Declaration of Independence,
   as delegate to Second
   Continental Congress      
! Governor of Virginia

! 3rd president of
   the United States

 which circulated letters
 documenting British
 violations of colonial rights

! Led Boston Tea Party

! Delegate to First
   Continental Congress

! Signed Declaration of
   Independence

! Wife of the 2nd U.S. president
    (John Adams); mother of the 6th

U.S. president (John Quincy Adams)

! Urged John Adams
   to include women’s
   rights in the
   “new code of laws”
   being written

! Founded University
   of Virginia

! Virginia plantation owner ! Leading patriot in First and Second
   Continental Congresses
! Championed adoption
   of Declaration of
   Independence
! Wrote Massachusetts
   state constitution
! 2nd president of
   the  United States

 Branch
Petition
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9–2  !  CAUSES OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION:  AN OVERVIEW
“When a certain great king, whose initial is G,

Shall force stamps upon paper, and folks to drink tea;
When these folks burn his tea and stamp paper, like stubble,

You may guess that this king is then coming to trouble.”—Philip Freneau

 CAUSES FOR BREAKING WITH BRITAIN

1. ENGLAND’S NEGLECT
OF THE COLONIES

  3. LIMITATION OF
       INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS

4. TAXATION

                     ENGLAND’S ECONOMIC POLICY

6. TRADE RESTRICTIONS 7. ECONOMIC POWER 8. FREE ENTERPRISE
Britain regulated trade with the colonies
for her own benefit through navigation,
or shipping, laws that forced the
colonists to trade mainly with Britain.

But England
failed to enforce
the navigation
laws, and the
colonists traded
with whomever
they pleased—
and made
money doing
so.

The colonists grew accustomed to free
enterprise (free, unrestricted trade).
When Britain finally began enforcing
too late!

2. TAXATION WITHOUT REPRESENTATION

! Gold in the treasury makes a nation strong.

! So, a nation must have more gold coming in than going out—
    meaning, a  favorable balance of trade

! Therefore, a nation must regulate its trade to sell more than
     it buys.

! Colonies exist for the trade benefits of the mother country.

5. MERCANTILISM

CAUSES FOR BREAKING WITH BRITAIN
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1755—British General Edward
Braddock, with his new aide George
Washington, led British troops against the
French at Fort Duquesne. Defeated, he lost
half his troops and his life by fighting in
column formation (against Washington’s
advice), instead of behind trees as the
French and Indians did. Washington
rallied the troops and emerged a hero.

The French attacked and defeated them
near Fort Duquesne (present-day
Pittsburgh) in the first battle of the
French and Indian War.

9–3  ! THE FRENCH AND INDIAN WAR: STRUGGLE FOR NORTH AMERICA

Remember the 3-way race for North America among Spain, France, and England? One contestant, France, now loses.

Between 1689 and 1763 England
(after 1707, Great Britain) and
France fought four wars to win
control of the eastern half of North
America and extend their global
empires. They battled in Europe
and India and America, engaging
various allies.

The French and Indian War erupted
in 1754 over disputed claims by Britain and
France to the Ohio River Valley. France
built forts there to protect her fur trade—
and her claims. Most Indian tribes, except
the Iroquois, sided with the French.

In 1754 the Virginia governor sent
George Washington, a 22-year-old
lieutenant colonel in the Virginia
militia, to western Pennsylvania with
150 militiamen to force French
withdrawal from land Virginia claimed
from her 1609 charter.

Meanwhile, in Albany, New York,
delegates from seven colonies met to
discuss colonial defense—and
Benjamin Franklin’s Albany Plan for
uniting the colonies under a royally
appointed president general and an
elected council. Despite his cartoon
advice, the colonies said, “No.”
                  (And so did the British.)

In 1759 Britain reversed a losing
streak with a series of  triumphs,
culminating with the capture of
Quebec. France lost not only the war
but also her race for North America.

1492 Present1754-63

ALBANY CONFERENCE

1763—BRITISH VICTORY !
THE 1763 PEACE TREATY

changed the map of
North America.

! Canada
! All land east of the Mississippi
  River, except New Orleans

! gave to 

! gave to (her ally)
!!New Orleans
!"French land west of the
   Mississippi River
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9–4  !  BRITANNIA RULES!  AMERICA REBELS!

“What do we mean by the Revolution? The war? That was no part of the Revolution: it was only an effect and consequence of it.
  The Revolution was in the minds and hearts of the people, and this was effected from 1760 to 1775,

in the course of fifteen years, before a drop of blood was shed....”—John Adams

How could England keep peace along the colonial frontier with Americans eager to cross it and settle Indian lands?
Pontiac’s Rebellion compounded the problem: In 1763 Ottowa Chief Pontiac led a confederation of Indian tribes
in a year-long (albeit unsuccessful) seige of British forts in the Great Lakes region.

After 1763 victorious Britain tightened control of her vast North American empire
(almost doubled in size) in a series of actions that seemed fair to Britain, unfair

to the colonists, and that led directly to the American Revolution.

In 1760 George III (age 22)
had become king of Great Britain.
Although not a tyrant, he took his
mother’s advice to rule as well as
reign (unlike easy-going George I
and George II).

Insecure, vain, headstrong, and eventually insane, George III and his
King’s Friends faction in Parliament were ill-equipped to deal with British-American
problems following the French and Indian War.

1492 Present1763-74

THE FRENCH AND INDIAN WAR CHANGED EVERYTHING.

“UNFAIR,” the colonists protested, arguing that their original
charters included land west of that line. Furthermore, they
declared, “We don't want a standing army during peace time!”

PROBLEM #1: FRONTIER DEFENSE

Until 1763 Britain had paid little attention to her colonies, 3,000 miles distant. Taking advantage
of this salutary (beneficial) neglect, the colonists had exercised the liberties of Englishmen and become

increasingly autonomous (self-governing), while remaining proud, loyal British subjects.

As you read what happened, analyze the cause and effect relationships in the sequence of events, and
then decide what you would have done 1) as a colonial leader and 2) as a member of Parliament.

! PROCLAMATION LINE OF 1763:
would bar westward settlement on Indian
lands and, in turn, protect the colonists
from invading Indians.

! 10, 000 BRITISH TROOPS:
    would protect this
    frontier line—

withcolonists
required to pay
one-third of the
$1,000,000

    annual cost.
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VIRGINIA RESOLVES

1764—SUGAR ACT

Placed duties on sugar and
molasses—not just to regulate
trade (as before) but to
produce revenue for Britain.

Smugglers would be tried in
admiralty courts without
juries.

1765—QUARTERING ACT

Required the  colonists to
quarter (house and feed)
British troops in America.

1766—
REPEALED STAMP  ACT
but passed DECLARATORY
ACT:  Parliament could make
laws binding colonies “in all
cases whatsoever.”

King
George III

British House of
Commons member

Edmond Burke

British Prime
Minister
George Grenville

     SONS OF LIBERTY
Patriots’ resistance organization:

!  BRITANNIA RULES! AMERICA REBELS!

..and then one thing led to another!

1765—STAMP ACT

Required revenue stamps for
all publications and official
documents.

Englishman Isaac Barre
warned his fellow
Parliamentarians:

“Americans are sons of liberty
and won't surrender their
rights without a fight.”

He was right!

STAMP ACT CONGRESS

Happy over repeal,
the colonists ignored
the meaning of the
Declaratory Act.

In the Virginia Assembly
Patrick Henry helped write
the Virginia Resolves,
denying Parliament’s right
to tax Virginia. He warned:

patriots—colonists for independence

DAUGHTERS OF LIBERTY—
supported boycotts, in part by
making homespun cloth.

persuaded
through

   pamphlets
and

intimidation.
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!  BRITANNIA RULES!   AMERICA REBELS!

John Dickinson, a
Pennsylvania lawyer,
argued in his “Letters from
a Farmer in Pennsylvania,”
that external taxes to
regulate trade were illegal
if used to raise revenue.

This influential pamphlet
urged repeal of the
Townshend Acts.

Colonists revived James Otis’
1761 claim that Writs of
Assistance violated their English
right to sanctity of the home:
the right not to have their homes
searched without a warrant.

1768—BRITISH
TROOPS (4,000) were
assigned to Boston to
ensure orderly customs
collections.

1770:  THE BOSTON MASSACRE

Two Boston Sons of  Liberty
used the shooting incident as propaganda*
to stir revolutionary fervor:
1) Samuel Adams, by publicizing it as a
    massacre of innocent victims, and
2) Paul Revere, with his engraving of British
    soldiers firing on unarmed men and women
    entitled:

Boston lawyer John Adams (Samuel
Adams’ cousin) courageously defended
Preston and his men in their murder trial,
for he believed they fired in self defense.
(John Adams later became the second
president of the United States.)

1770—TOWNSEND
ACTS  partially
repealed—duties
withdrawn on all items
except tea.

On March 5, (the same
day as the Boston
Massacre) Lord
Frederick North, the
new Prime Minister,
recommended this
action because of
pressure from British
merchants who had
suffered a 38 percent
cut in exports from the
colonial boycott.

The tea duty was
retained to show that
Parliament and King
George III were still
boss.

Bostonians resented the British troops and often taunted them. On March 5 a rowdy gang of
men and boys threw snowballs and rocks at a British soldier guarding the Boston custom office
across from the State house. British Captain Thomas Preston and a few soldiers came to his aid.
An unknown person shouted “Fire!”—and the soldiers did, killing five colonists, including
Crispus Attucks, an African-American. Attucks was the first person to die for the nation’s liberty.

                             

All were
acquitted
except two
who were
convicted of
manslaughter,
branded on
the  thumb,
and released.

Prints were
sent to all
the colonies

*propaganda—
information spread
to influence opinion

“The Bloody
Massacre.”

1. Revenue duties on
   tea, glass, lead, paper,
   paints
2. Strict customs
   enforcement,
   including Writs of
   Assistance

writs of assistance—non-specific search warrants 
propaganda—information spread to influence opinion

1767—TOWNSEND
ACTS

Charles Townshend,
Chancellor of the
Exchequer (Treasury),
boasted he could  raise
revenue through
duties, because
Americans
accepted these external
taxes to regulate trade
as legal.

Samuel Adams
and fellow radicals in
the Massachusetts
legislature circulated
letters to all the
colonies, urging
them to boycott (refuse to buy)
                         British goods.
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!  BRITANNIA RULES! AMERICA REBELS!

1772 —COMMITTEES OF CORRESPONDENCE

1774—COERCIVE ACTS  (called
     “INTOLERABLE ACTS” by the colonists)

An angry King and Parliament decided to teach all the
colonies a lesson by punishing Massachusetts through
four acts, which:

1. closed Boston’s port until the city paid for the
tea

2. deprived Massachusetts of self-government and
 placed it under the military rule of British General
Thomas Gage

3. allowed British officials to be tried in England if
charged with crimes while enforcing British laws

4. issued a stronger Quartering Act for all the
colonies

1774—QUEBEC ACT
1. extended Quebec’s boundaries to Ohio and

 Mississippi rivers—land claimed by Massachusetts,
    Connecticut, New York, and Virginia
2. gave Quebec’s Catholic Church preferred status

 and sanctioned Quebec’s French law of trial
 without jury (Would America be next? Some
 colonists feared so.)

1770-73—A calm period
as King George III and Lord
North avoided further
provocation of the colonists

1773—TEA ACT

In a costly blunder,
Parliament tried to bail out
the (British) East India
Company—near
bankruptcy because of
17,000,000 pounds of
surplus tea—by giving it a
monopoly of the American
market.

Parliament hoped the
colonists would start
buying British tea again
(instead of smuggling
Dutch tea) when they saw
the new bargain prices.

FIRST CONTINENTAL CONGRESS, Sept. 5-Oct. 26, 1774
Blasting the Intolerable Acts as tyrannical, Committees of
Correspondence rallied support in all the colonies for beleaguered
Massachusetts and arranged for an unprecedented gathering:
a Continental Congress. Fifty-six delegates, from every colony
except Georgia, met in Philadelphia to chart a unified response to
Britain. The results:
1. an Association, pledged to boycott British trade
2. adoption of Suffolk Resolves, declaring the Coercive Acts

unconstitutional and urging Massachusetts to form its own
government and collect its own taxes and to form and arm a
militia

3. a Declaration of Rights and Grievances, stating that the
colonists were defying Britain because their LIBERTIES AS
ENGLISHMEN had been violated

The Tea Act united America’s conservative merchants (outraged by the monopoly)
and radical patriots (angered by the tea tax) in resisting Great Britain. In New York and
Philadelphia, tea ships were forced back to England.

1773—THE BOSTON TEA PARTY

Then, on December 16, about 60 Bostonians disguised as Mohawk Indians—believed to
be Sons of Liberty,
led by Sam
Adams—
war-hooped
onto three
tea ships in
Boston
Harbor and
threw
overboard
all 342 chests
of East India
Company tea.

Meanwhile, patriot Samuel Adams helped Boston and 80 other Massachusetts
towns organize Committees of Correspondence to spread word of any new
British aggression. Other colonies followed suit, and by 1774 an intercolonial
information network existed that would unite the colonies in fighting for their
liberties. If trouble arose—and it soon did—they would be ready.

SAMUEL
ADAMS
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“In this character of the Americans a love of freedom is the predominating feature....
They are...not only devoted to liberty, but to liberty according to English principles.”

                                               —Edmund Burke, member of British House of  Commons, 1775

MAGNA CARTA
Way back in 1215, merrie old England
was not so merrie. Why? Tyrannical
King John ruled just as he pleased and
made the English barons support
him—and his wars—with high taxes.
Then one day. . .

On June 15, 1215, in Runnymede
Meadow, King John signed the
barons’ charter. Later called the
MAGNA CARTA, it was the first
English document to limit absolute
power of the king and grant rights to
freemen.

THE TAP ROOT
A tap root is a main root from which

smaller, lateral roots grow.

9–5  !  THE AMERICAN TREE OF LIBERTY:  ENGLISH ROOTS,  1215-1689
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Now, back to Congress in Philadelphia.

“From all these causes a fierce spirit of liberty has grown up.”—Edmund Burke

On October 26, 1774, the
Continental Congress adjourned,
agreeing to reconvene May 10, 1775, if
King George did not respond to their
grievances. Congressman Charles
Thomson wrote to Benjamin Franklin
in London:

The Continental Congressman
did not seek war or independence,
only their rights as Englishmen, which
they felt Parliament had violated.

In Parliament, William Pitt and
Edmund Burke agreed with the
colonists’ view of their liberties as
Englishmen. They argued for
repealing the Coercive Acts.
English merchants suffering from
the boycott also urged repeal.

But King George III, Lord North, and
the “kings’ friends” faction refused to
yield. In November 1774 the king
declared:

Blows seemed not too distant.
General Gage and his British troops were
fortifying Boston, while Massachusetts
colonists formed a provisional
government under John Hancock, and
signed up men for the militia.

Minutemen were militiamen trained
for action at a minute’s notice.

Meanwhile, fiery orator Patrick
Henry urged the Virginia House
of Burgesses to act.

9–6  !  “ON THE BRINK OF A PRECIPICE,”  1774-1775

1492 Present1774-75

precipice—a steep cliff; a situation of grave danger
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Dawn, April 19, 1775:  LEXINGTON—Warned by Paul Revere, 70 brave
Minutemen, under Captain John Parker, met the British redcoats on Lexington
green at sunrise. A shot rang out, then a volley. No one knows who fired first, but
the redcoats counted eight Americans dead and ten wounded before marching on
to Concord. Samuel Adams and John Hancock, both at Lexington, escaped
capture—thanks to Paul Revere.

10 p.m. April 18—Lieutenant Colonel Francis Smith and Major John Pitcairn
signaled 700 British soldiers to begin their secret mission. Marching confidently
to Concord (about 20 miles from Boston) in the bright red uniforms of the
British army—mightiest army in the world, the redcoats sang a song ridiculing
their backward frontier cousins, the American Yankees.

April 18, 1775:  BOSTON—British
General Gage never intended a war—
only a raid to seize the gunpowder
patriots were stashing away in Concord,
Massachusetts.

“By the rude bridge that arched the flood, Their flag to April’s breeze unfurled,
Here once the embattled farmers stood, And fired the shot heard round the world.”—Ralph Waldo Emerson

“Listen my children, and you shall
hear of the midnight ride of Paul
Revere.”—Henry W. Longfellow

Silversmith Paul Revere, a member
of  the Sons of Liberty, and William
Dawes galloped by separate routes
from Boston to Lexington to warn
                                     the patriots.

9–7  !  THE ROAD TO REVOLUTION: LEXINGTON AND CONCORD

1492 Present1775

Afternoon, April 19:  TO CONCORD AND BACK—Dazed by a
skirmish with Minutemen at Concord’s North Bridge, the British fled back
to Boston—via Lexington—through a gantlet of 4,000 angry militiamen
(farmers, artisans, teachers, ministers) shooting Indian-style from behind
trees and rocks. The Yankees taunted the redcoats with a familiar tune,
having adopted “Yankee Doodle” as their own. This song became the
American theme song of the Revolution.

News of the British rout spread
throughout the colonies. Soon 16,000 New
England militiamen surrounded  Boston,
trapping General Gage’s redcoats in an
eleven-month seige, from April 1775 to
March 1776.
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June 17, 1775: Battle of Bunker Hill—
General Howe led 2,400 British troops
(each with 100 pounds of equipment) in
a frontal attack on 1,600 Americans
defending Breed’s Hill (near Bunker Hill),
overlooking Boston.

May 1775—Realizing the patriots
meant business, England sent three
new generals to help General Gage and
the beseiged redcoats in Boston. They
soon took action.

!  ROAD TO REVOLUTION: GOING THE LAST MILE

Israel Putnam, a farmer/officer, had
the patriots hold their fire until the
redcoats were 20 yards away. Then they
fired, reloaded and fired again—killing
or wounding 1,000 men (40 percent of
Howe's troops and 12 percent  of all
British officers who would fight in
the war). Out of ammunition, the
patriots retreated.

June 15, 1775—Congress adopted the
New England militia as the new
Continental Army. John Adams, seeking
colonial unity with a Virginia leader,
nominated George Washington
commander in chief of the armed
forces of the United Colonies.

August 1775—King George III
responded by declaring the colonies to
be in a state of rebellion. He said:

Philadelphia Statehouse

May 10, 1775—Meanwhile, the 2nd
Continental Congress met as scheduled
at the Philadelphia Statehouse and
began to deal with the unscheduled
war— while continuing to seek peace.
(All states except Georgia sent delegates.)

The Americans lost the battle (with
fewer than 500 casualties), but won a
strategic victory of confidence and pride.
The British never again underestimated
the patriots’ bravery and marksmanship.

And General Howe never seemed to
recover his confidence. Throughout
the war he avoided frontal attacks, as
well as final pursuit of the enemy.
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“I hope I shall always possess firmness and virtue enough to maintain (what I consider the most enviable of all titles)
the character of an honest man.”—George Washington

General George Washington (1732-99), a giant of a man in physique and
character, held the Continental Army together for eight years through sheer force of
character. He became the symbol of the American cause. Patriots trusted and
followed him because of his honesty, courage, dignity, and spirited sense of duty.

Thomas Jefferson said of him in 1814: “His integrity was most pure, his justice was
the most inflexible I have ever known, no motives of interest, of friendships, or hate,
being able to bias his decision. He was, indeed...a wise, a good, and a great man.”

Like Columbus in 1492, George
Washington, in June 1775, prepared to
venture into the unknown—as
commander in chief of the Continental
Army. Did he think of Columbus as he
wrote his brother John?

June 1775—As Washington
journeyed to Massachusetts to take
command of the Continental Army
(which still held the British redcoats
trapped in Boston), we can imagine
that he reflected on his life.

George was born in 1732 at Popes Creek
Plantation in Westmoreland County,
Virginia, into a family of eight children
(two were his half- brothers).  In 1738
his father Augustine moved the family to
Ferry Farm near Fredericksburg to be near
Augustine’s  ironworks.

George went to school in
Fredericksburg but did not go to
college, to his regret. Excelling in
geometry (though a poor speller), he
became a land surveyor at age 16. He
spent the next year as Culpeper County
surveyor. Then, from age 18 to 20 he
develped wilderness skills surveying
Virginia’s frontier for the Fairfax family.
A rugged outdoorsman, he used these
skills in the French and Indian war and
in the American Revolution.

George loved to fish and fox hunt, ride
horses, and go to plantation parties
(where he became an expert dancer).

George’s father died when he was
eleven. At age 21, George  inherited
Ferry Farm and twenty slaves from him.

At age 28 (1760), he inherited Mount
Vernon plantation from his brother
Lawrence. By 1773, he had acquired
40,000 acres of land. He enjoyed his
life as a planter and constantly sought
improved techniques of farming and
land use.

Washington’s great-grandfather John
Washington, an English sailor, came
to Virginia in 1657—with no money.
Within twenty years, he owned 5,000
acres, including the land that became
Mount Vernon, George’s home as an
adult.

MOUNT VERNON

Potomac River

9–8  !  GENERAL GEORGE WASHINGTON: COMMANDER IN CHIEF

1492 Present1775-76

To develop character, George copied 110
“Rules of Civility and Decent Behavior
in Company and Conversation” on pages
his mother Mary sewed into a notebook.
He practiced them all of his life.

“Associate…with Men of
good Quality if you Esteem
your own Reputation; for tis
better to be alone

      than
   in bad
 Company.”
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!  GENERAL GEORGE WASHINGTON TAKES COMMAND

The British sailed to Nova Scotia to
plan their next move. They took 1,000
loyalists with them. (Eventually
100,000 loyalists left America.)

In April 1776, Washington marched
his army to New York City, guessing
(correctly)that Howe would soon
attack New York.

At age 21, George joined the Virginia
militia for five years (1753-58). Fighting
with the British during the French and
Indian War gave him a knowledge of
British war tactics that would come in
handy with his new job as commander
in chief of the Continental Army.

In 1759 he married Martha Custis,
a wealthy Virginia widow, and Mount
Vernon became their plantation home.
He adopted and loved her two
children, Jack and Patsy. They had
none of their own.

In 1760 George’s friend George
Mercer described him at age 28 as:

“straight as an Indian…6 feet 2
inches…175 pounds…[with] a
large and straight…nose; blue-
gray penetrating eyes…a clear
though rather colorless pale skin
which burns with the sun.…His
mouth is large and generally
firmly closed, but which from
time to time discloses some
defective teeth.…His
movements and gestures are
graceful, his walk majestic, and
he is a splendid horseman.”

George served in the Virginia legislature
15 years (1758-73). He learned the
process of representative government and
became friends with Thomas Jefferson,
Patrick Henry, James Madison, and other
outstanding Virginia leaders.

As a Virginia delegate to the First
and Second Continental Congresses,
George called for action to maintain
“the liberty that we have derived from
our ancestors.”

On July 3, 1775, George Washington
arrived in Cambridge, Massachusetts,
and took command of the Continental
Army (about 15,000 men, encamped
at Harvard College) still laying siege
to the British army trapped in Boston.

Dismayed at the “imperfect obedience”
of troops who couldn’t even march in step,
Washington set stern measures, including
20 lashes for swearing, to make soldiers
of them and develop their character.

Success came eight months later on
March 17, 1776, when Washington’s
soldiers positioned cannon on
Dorchester Heights and forced
General Howe, who had replaced
General Gage, to evacuate Boston.

Dorchester Heights
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9–9  !  THE PATH TO INDEPENDENCE:  COMMON SENSE

“O ye that love mankind! Ye that dare oppose not
only the tyranny but the tyrant, stand forth!
Freedom hath been hunted round the globe. Asia
and Africa have long expelled her. Europe regards
her like a stranger, and England hath given her
warning to depart. O receive the fugitive
[freedom], and prepare in time
an asylum for mankind!”

Meanwhile, in

January 1776,

COMMON SENSE,

Thomas Paine’s radical

pamphlet questioning

monarchy, tipped the scales of

public opinion toward

independence.

Thomas Paine

“The cause of America is in a great measure the cause of mankind.”—Thomas Paine
1492 Present1776

“’Tis time to part.”—Thomas Paine
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Back at the Second Continental Congress, meeting
at the Philadelphia Statehouse, was swamped with
colonists’ demands for independence.

Delegate John Adams wrote his wife:

On June 7, 1776, Richard Henry Lee of Virginia
introduced a daring resolution to Congress:

Deferring a vote for three weeks, Congress
appointed a committee of five to write a declaration,
“setting forth the causes which impelled us to take
this mighty resolution.”

When asked to
write the
Declaration,
Jefferson said
Adams should
do it—but
Adams explained
why Jefferson
should.

A great choice! Tall, red-haired Thomas Jefferson (age 33 in 1776), gentleman farmer of Monticello near
Charlottesville, Virginia, was a genius of the first order:  lawyer, legislator, scholar, scientists, architect, musician,
linguist. Later he served as Virginia governor and U.S. president. Like John Locke, he believed mankind had
the ability to reason and the natural rights to freedom, property, and self-government.

1492 Present1776

!  THE PATH TO INDEPENDENCE: REASON AND NATURAL LAW
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9–10  !  THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE,  JULY 4, 1776

“Neither aiming at originality of principle or sentiment, nor yet copied from any particular and previous writing,
it was intended to be an expression of the American mind....”
—THOMAS JEFFERSON, AUTHOR OF THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE

“When in the course of human events, it becomes necessary
   for one people to dissolve the political bands which have

connected them with another,
and to assume among the powers of the earth the separate and

equal station to which the laws of nature and of nature’s
God entitle them, a decent respect to the

opinions of mankind requires
that they should declare

the causes which impel them to the separation.

“We hold these truths to be self
evident:  That all men are created
equal;

“that they are endowed by their
Creator with certain unalienable
rights; that among these are life,
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness;

“that to secure these rights,
governments are instituted among
men, deriving their just powers
from the consent of the governed;

“that whenever any form of
government becomes destructive of
these ends, it is the right of  the
people to alter or to abolish it and
to institute new government....

“when a long train of abuses and
usurpations...evinces a design to
reduce them under absolute
despotism, it is their right...their
duty, to throw off such government
and to provide new guards for their
future security.

“Such has been the patient
sufferance of these colonies; and
such is now the necessity which
constrains them to alter their form
of government."

THOMAS JEFFERSON

The entire Declaration of Independence appears on the next 2 pages.
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1492 Present1776
! THE DECLARATION OF  INDEPENDENCE

such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and
Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Governments long established should not be changed for light and
transient causes; and accordingly all experience hath shown, that mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils
are sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed. But when a long
train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same Object evinces a design to reduce them under
absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off such Government, and to provide new Guards for
their future security. Such has been the patient sufferance of these Colonies; and such is now the necessity which
constrains them to alter their former Systems of Government. The history of the present King of Great Britain is a
history of repeated injuries and usurpations, all having in direct object the establishment of an absolute Tyranny
over these States.To prove this, let Facts be submitted to a candid world.

In Congress, July 4, 1776
The Unanimous Declaration of the Thirteen United States of America

When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands
   whichhave connected them with another, and to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and
   equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature’s God entitle them, a decent respect to the
   opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel them to the separation.

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their
Creator  with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.
That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the
consent of the governed, That whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is
the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its foundation on

He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most wholesome and necessary for the public good.

He has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of immediate and pressing importance, unless suspended in their
operation till his Assent should be obtained; and when so suspended, he has utterly neglected to attend to them.

He has refused to pass other Laws for the accommodation of large districts of people, unless those people would
relinquish the right of Representation in the Legislature, a right inestimable to them and formidable to tyrants only.

He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual, uncomfortable, and distant from the depository of
their Public Records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing them into compliance with his measures.

He has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly, for opposing with manly firmness his invasions on the
rights of the people.

He has refused for a long time, after such dissolutions, to cause others to be elected; whereby the Legislative
powers, incapable of Annihilation, have returned to the People at large for their exercise; the State remaining in the
mean time exposed to all the dangers of invasion from without, and convulsions within.

He has endeavoured to prevent the population of these States; for that purpose obstructing the Laws for
Naturalization of Foreigners; refusing to pass others to encourage their migrations hither, and raising the
conditions of new Appropriations of Lands.

He has obstructed the Administration of Justice, by refusing his Assent to Laws for establishing Judiciary
powers.

He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for the tenure of their offices, and the amount and payment
of their salaries.

He has erected a multitude of New Offices, and sent hither swarms of Officers to harass our people, and eat out
their substance.

He has kept among us, in times of peace, Standing Armies without the Consent of our legislatures.

He has affected to render the Military independent of and superior to the Civil power.
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He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction foreign to our constitution, and unacknowledged
by our laws; giving his Assent to their Acts of pretended Legislation:

For quartering large bodies of armed troops among us:

For protecting them, by a mock Trial, from Punishment for any Murders which they should commit on the
Inhabitants of these States:

For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the World:

For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent:

For depriving us in many cases, of the benefits of Trial by Jury:

For transporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended offences:

For abolishing the free System of English Laws in a neighbouring Province, establishing therein an Arbitrary
government, and enlarging its Boundaries so as to render it at once an example and fit instrument for
introducing the same absolute rule into these Colonies:

For taking away our Charters, abolishing our most valuable Laws, and altering fundamentally the Forms of
our Government:

For suspending our own Legislatures, and declaring themselves invested with Power to legislate for us in all
cases whatsoever.

He has abdicated Government here, by declaring us out of his Protection and waging War against us.

He has plundered our seas, ravaged our Coasts, burnt our towns, and destroyed the lives of our people.

He is at this time transporting large Armies of foreign Mercenaries to compleat the works of death,
desolation and tyranny, already begun with circumstances of Cruelty and perfidy scarcely paralleled in the most
barbarous ages, and totally unworthy the Head of a civilized nation.

He has constrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive on the high Seas to bear Arms against their Country,
to become the executioners of their friends and Brethren, or to fall themselves by their Hands.

He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and has endeavoured to bring on the inhabitants of our
frontiers, the merciless Indian Savages, whose known rule of warfare, is an undistinguished destruction of all
ages, sexes and conditions.

In every stage of these Oppressions We have Petitioned for Redress in the most humble terms: Our repeated
Petitions have been answered only by repeated injury.  A Prince, whose character is thus marked by every act
which may define a Tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free people.

Nor have We been wanting in our attentions to our British brethren.  We have warned them from time to time
of attempts by their legislature to extend an unwarrantable jurisdiction over us. We have reminded them of the
circumstances of our emigration and settlement here. We have appealed to their native justice and
magnanimity, and we have conjured them by the ties of our common kindred to disavow these usurpations,
which, would inevitably interrupt our connections and correspondence. They too have been deaf to the voice
of justice and of consanguinity. We must, therefore, acquiesce in the necessity, which denounces our
Separation, and hold them, as we hold the rest of mankind, Enemies in War, in Peace Friends.

We, Therefore, the Representatives of the united States of America, in General Congress, Assembled,
appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions, do, in the Name, and by the
Authority of the good People of these Colonies, solemnly publish and declare, That these United Colonies are,
and of Right ought to be, Free and Independent States; that they are Absolved from all Allegiance to the British
Crown, and that all political connection between them and the State of Great Britain, is and ought to be totally
dissolved; and that as Free and Independent States, they have full Power to levy War, conclude Peace, contract
Alliances, establish Commerce, and to do all other Acts and Things which Independent States may of right do.
And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of divine Providence, we
mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes, and our sacred Honor.

 !  THE DECLARATION OF  INDEPENDENCE



136

! THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE
“I hope and firmly believe that the whole world will, sooner or later, feel benefit from...our assertion of the rights of man.”

                                                                                                                                                        — Thomas Jefferson

Wiliam Ellery of Rhode Island:
“I was determined to see how my
fellow delegates looked as they signed
what might be their death warrants....
Undaunted resolution was displayed on
every countenance.” Only old Stephen
Hopkins’ hand shook—with palsy.

“The history of the King of Great Britain is a history of repeated
injuries and usurpations, all having in direct object the establishment of
an absolute tyranny over these States. To prove this, let facts be submitted
to a candid world:”

Citing repeated petitions for redress,
met by repeated injury—Jefferson
concluded:

The Declaration of Independence was
unanimously adopted by the Second
Continental Congress—two days after
it approved Richard Henry Lee’s
resolution for Independence.

By August 2, 1776, 56 courageous
men, led by John Hancock,
president of Congress, had signed
“The Unanimous Declaration of the
Thirteen United States of America.”

Who were these 56 brave men, many
of whom lost lives and fortunes in the

War of Independence?

NATIONALLY:  48 American
born, 8 Great Britain born

AGE:  26 to 70, most in 30s and 40s
OCCUPATION:  23 lawyers,

12 merchants, 6 planters,
4 landowners, 4 doctors,
2 farmers, 2 manufacturers,
1 minister, 1 printer, 1 politician

EDUCATION:  32, college; 9,
tutors at home; 8, self-taught;
6, common schools; 1,
no information

RELIGION:  55 Protestants,
1Catholic

The Declaration of Independence
launched America—and the world—

on the greatest adventure ever:

THE ADVENTURE OF FREEDOM
FOR MANKIND!

But Jefferson warned, “eternal
vigilance is the price of liberty.”

Will you pledge
your life, fortune,
and sacred honor
toward this
great adventure?

Jefferson listed 27 grievances.
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Meanwhile, Abigail Adams
of Massachusetts thought the
Founding Fathers should
emancipate women
from their centuries-old
subordinate status to men.

Considered intellectually
inferior to men, women
were expected to obey their
husbands and legally were
subject to physical punishment
as if they were children. They were denied access to higher
education and, with some exceptions, they could not vote,
hold office, serve on juries, bear witness, sue or be sued.
Married women, generally, could not own property.

On March 31, 1776, Abigail wrote her husband John
Adams, serving in the Second Continental Congress in
Philadelphia with the other Founding Fathers.

“I cannot say that I think you have been very generous to the Ladies, for whilst you are proclaiming peace and good will to Men,
Emancipating all Nations, you insist upon retaining an absolute power over Wives.”—Abigail Adams to John Adams, May 7, 1776

“A woman as soon as she is married, is called covert, that is veiled...clouded and overshadowed....her new self is her superior, her
companion, her master....By marriage, the husband and wife are one person under the law...the very being or legal existence of the wife
is suspended...incorporated into that of her husband...under whose cover she performs everything.”
                                                        —William Blackstone, Commentaries on the Laws of England, a common legal reference in America

9–11  !  REMEMBER THE LADIES, 1776

Abigail’s prophecy  came true.
In 1848 the Woman's Rights Movement began in Seneca Falls, New York.
It lasted 72 years, ending in 1920 with passage of the 19th Amendment to
the U.S. Constitution giving women the right to vote. You'll read of it in
a later chapter.
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 SECTION 10

1776-1783

“We fight not to enslave, but to set a country free, and to make room upon the earth for honest men to live in.”
                                                                                                                                            —Thomas Paine, 1776

1492 Present1776-83
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10–1  !  THE REVOLUTIONARY WAR:  AN OVERVIEW, 1776-1783

revolution—the complete overthrow of a political system

About 2.5 million About 8 million

—colonists for
                       independence

   (also called WHIGS, REBELS)

   About 1/3 of the colonists
   supported the Revolution.

CONTINENTAL ARMY

STATE MILITIAS

About 230,000 militiamen served—but never at one place
(owing to regional loyalties) or at one time (owing to short
enlistments of 3-12 months, desertions, and trips home to
harvest crops).

FRENCH TROOPS: after 1778, about 8,000

AFRICAN-AMERICANS:  about 5,000

NATIVE AMERICANS:  2 Iroquois tribes, few other tribes

WOMEN:  a few disguised as men and some who helped in
combat by loading weapons or by carrying water.

—colonists loyal
                        to Britain

   (also called TORIES, REDCOATS)

    About 1/3 of the colonists

NAVIES

          BRITISH ARMY: About 50,000 regulars,
                         never at one place or time

GERMAN MERCENARIES (hired soldiers)

King George III hired 30,000 soldiers from six German
   principalities. Because more than half came  from Hesse-
   Cassel, they were all called Hessians. Most were forced
   to serve by their local ruler, who pocketed the British
   payments. Many remained in America after the war.

LOYALISTS:  about 50,000

AFRICAN-AMERICANS:  some slaves, in return for
their freedom

NATIVE AMERICANS:  3 Iroquois tribes and most
other tribes

ARMIES

AMERICAN:  13 frigates,
40 merchantmen, more than 2,000 privateers

FRENCH AND SPANISH:  by 1781, about 350 ships
BRITISH:  by 1781, about 460 ships

Never more than about 18,500, often less

POPULATION

AMERICANS
CHOOSE SIDES

About 1/3 were neutral.

1492 Present1776-83
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1.  Outstanding leadership of General George
Washington, a man of high character and inspiring
courage

2.  Strong motivation—Americans were fighting to
become free:  free to think for themselves, choose

  theirown laws, and govern themselves.
3.  Fighting on home ground—knew the territory
4.  Experienced officers—including Washington, who

had fought in the French and Indian War
5.  Superiority of the American rifle —in range and
     accuracy—over the British smoothbore musket
6.  Sharp-shooters—because of frontier experiences

1.  Military power—strongest army and navy in the
world; well equipped, trained, and disciplined

2.  Superior numbers—outnumbering the American
patriots in most battles

3.  Indian support—from many Native Americans
 fearful of losing even more land to white settlers

4.  Loyalist cooperation—from about one-third of  the
Americans, who wanted to remain British

5.  Hefty war chest, with enough money to hire
30,000 German soldiers

6.  Bright red uniforms—took pride in appearance

 1732-99
Commander in chief, 1775-83

General Benedict Arnold, 1741-1801
(turned traitor in 1779)

General Horatio Gates, 1728-1806
General Nathanael Greene, 1742-86

General Henry Knox, 1750-1806
General Charles Lee, 1731-82

General Benjamin Lincoln, 1733-1810
Commodore Esek Hopkins

Lieutenant General Comte de Rochambeau, 1750-1813
Admiral Comte de Grasse

Vice-Admiral Comte d’Estaing

General Marie Joseph Marquis de Lafayette (French),
1757-1834

General Baron Johan de Kalb (German), 1721-80
Colonel Thaddeus Kosciusko (Polish), 1746-1817
General Count Casimir Pulaski (Polish), 1749-79

General Baron Friedrich von Steuben (Prussian), 1730-94

 1729-1814
Commander in chief, 1775-78

, 1738-95
Commander in chief, 1778-83

General Charles Cornwallis, 1738-1805
General John “Gentleman Johnny” Burgoyne, 1722-92

Admiral Richard Howe, 1726-99
(brother of General William Howe)
Admiral George Rodney, 1719-92

General Frederick von Riedesal
Colonel Johann Rall

!  THE REVOLUTIONARY WAR:  AN OVERVIEW

1.  Inexperienced army and militia (most militiamen were
    farmers)—untrained and undisciplined
2.  Short enlistments—often only 3 to 12 months
3.  Brand new navy—few ships to defend coastline
4.  Constant shortages:  money, arms, food, clothing,

medicine
5.  Near-bankrupt treasury—Congress printed continental

 paper money that lost its value because there was no
    hard currency (gold/silver), called specie, backing it.
6.  Loyalist warfare—often neighbor against neighbor

1.  Weak motivation—not fighting for a cause
2.  Unaggressive officers—failed to press advantages
3.  3,000 miles from British home base—resulting in

poor communications and a long supply line
4.  1,500-mile enemy coastline—hard to blockade
5.  Vast land—could conquer but not hold territory
6.  Easy targets—because of red uniforms and classic

military tactic of fighting in closed ranks
7.  European aid to Americans; fighting  European

enemies

MILITARY LEADERS

ADVANTAGES

DISADVANTAGES

Hessian Barracks Museum
Trenton, New Jersey
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!  THE REVOLUTIONARY WAR:  AN OVERVIEW, 1776-1783

Preserve the Continental army and wear down
British troops until they give up and go home

Force the Continental army to surrender;
restore British control of the 13 colonies

“I am well aware of the Toil and Blood and Treasure that it will cost Us to maintain this Declaration, and defend these states.”
                                                                                                                                                                               —John Adams

“The possession of our Towns, while we have an army in the field, will avail them little.…It is our arms they have to subdue.”
—George Washington

Hit and run!  Avoid battles; avoid capture.
The only victory necessary:  the last one

Guerrilla tactics learned from the Indians
(surprise raids, fighting from behind trees),
as well as conventional 18th century war tactics

Conventional 18th century war tactics:
frontal attacks in close ranks

Capture seaports.  Then, divide and conquer.
How?  By Isolating and seizing: 1) New England,
2) the middle states 3) the South.

GOALS

STRATEGIES

TACTICS
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December 1776: A GLOOMY
CRISIS—Washington’s demoralized
troops, down to 3,000, were near
desertion. From Pennsylvania, he
wrote his brother John.

July 2, 1776—
Washington had
guessed correctly:
the British were
headed for New
York.

But General Howe’s redcoats soon
had Washington’s army on the run.

And now back to our story of General Washington and the Continental Army, who in April had forced the British troops to evacuate Boston.

10–2  !  WASHINGTON ON THE RUN:  THE FOX AND THE HOUNDS, 1776

July 9—Headquartered in New York
City on Manhattan Island,
Washington responded to the British
threat by having the Declaration of
Independence read to his 19,000
troops.

8:30 a.m., Aug. 27—Washington
expected a British attack on Long
Island. He told his soldiers:

THE BATTLE OF LONG ISLAND
began thirty minutes later as the
British, aided by fierce Hessians,
attacked the patriot army. Outfoxing
Washington, Howe’s redcoats soundly
defeated the Americans.

During a heavy fog, Washington
made a daring escape by ferrying
9,500 troops from Long Island to
Manhattan. Manning the boats were
John Glovers’ fishermen/soldiers
from Marblehead, Massachusetts.

Fancying a jolly fox hunt, the British
chased the Americans out of New York,
through New Jersey, and into
Pennsylvania. Howe infuriated
Washington with the bugle call “Gone
to Earth,” signifying the fox running for
his hole.

Surprisingly, Howe did not move in
for the kill (a persistent trait, perhaps
a result of his Bunker Hill losses). He
returned to New York City, which the
British occupied until the end of the
war, to set up winter headquarters.

Soon a fleet of 300 British ships led by
Admiral Richard Howe, General William
Howe's brother , brought more British
troops to New York, for a total of 34,000.

Gen. William Howe,
hoping to divide the
colonies by taking New York,
landed 10,000 British soldiers on
Staten Island on July 2, the same
day Congress voted for
independence.

17761492 Present
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10–3  !  THE TIDE TURNS:  WASHINGTON CROSSES THE DELAWARE, 1776

The soldiers’ spirits revived. It was
a morale victory, but Washington
needed a military victory as well.
He had a brilliant idea.

Washington’s brilliant victories
reclaimed New Jersey for the
patriots, and he now wintered
his troops at Morristown, New
Jersey. His reputation for courage
restored, the nation cheered him
as a hero—all except his mother.

When neighbors congratulated
Mary Washington (who lived in
Fredericksburg, Virginia), she
said the news reports of her son's
genius were too flattering, but
they wouldn't go to his head.

“George will not forget the
lessons I have taught him,” she
said.

Capturing 1,000 prisoners, the
Americans shouted to the Hessians:
“These are the times that try men’s
souls!” And they danced in the streets.

January 2, 1777—British General
Cornwallis marched south to retake
Trenton. Exhausted, he refused advice
to attack Washington the night he
arrived.

Meanwhile:

BATTLE OF PRINCETON (New Jersey),
January 3, 1777—Washington led a
victorious attack on Cornwallis’
rearguard at Princeton. Ignoring
danger, he charged and cried out:

THE AMERICAN CRISIS

These are the times that try men’s
souls. The summer soldier and the
sunshine patriot will, in this crisis,

shrink from the service of his country.
But he that stands it now, deserves the
love and thanks of man and woman.

The freezing troops then marched nine
miles to Trenton. Their bare feet
wrapped in rags left bloody footprints
on the snow, but none complained.

So on Christmas night, 1776, through
a blinding sleet storm, John Glover’s
fishermen/sailors ferried Washington’s
2,400 troops across the ice-clogged
Delaware River toward Trenton.

BATTLE OF TRENTON (New Jersey)
9:00 a.m., December 26, 1776—
In a smashing victory the patriots
surprised the over-celebrated, sleepy
Hessians and took Trenton in 45
minutes.

17761492 Present
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10–4  !  EVERYONE'S REVOLUTION

While General Washington winters at Morristown, let me tell you about some other people
involved in the Revolution, lest you think only white men fought for American liberty.

 You have  met me as the wife of John Adams. I am also the mother
of John Quincy Adams. Both men are future United States presidents.

Patriots, those Americans who supported Independence, were of every nationality and faith,
demonstrating the love of freedom that brought us all to this country.

Some groups—such as African-Americans, Native Americans, and all women—were excluded from
some or all of the rights we were fighting for in the Revolution. Nevertheless,

many of us put our shoulders to the wheel, hoping our time would come.

As you remember, I wrote John asking him to remember the ladies in the new code of freedom
he and the other Founding Fathers were writing. He laughed at my request, for like most

men of his time, he believes women have restricted roles. Let's see for ourselves how
some women and African-Americans participated in the War.

And for starters, you might like to read the very first history of the American Revolution:
History of the Rise, Progress, and Termination of the American Revolution. It was written by a woman,
my friend Mercy Otis Warren of Plymouth, Massachusetts. This was an unusual feat for a woman,

for women in our day were excluded from college and intellectual activities.
Mercy became educated through listening to the tutor of her patriot brother, James Otis.

Deborah Sampson yearned to be a soldier, unthinkable for a
woman.  Brave, imaginative Deborah became the first woman in

ABIGAIL ADAMS,
1744-1818

Molly Pitcher was the name given to many women
who, like Molly Corbin and Mary Hays McCauley,
brought water
and aid to
the soldiers
and even
manned the
cannon when needed.

Molly Corbin became a heroine
when she took over a
cannon at the
Battle of Monmouth
in New Jersey
in 1778.

Phillis Wheatley displayed such a
brilliant mind as a young slave that her
Boston owners encouraged her gifts as a
poet. Her poem to General George
Washington, published in the
Pennsylvania Magazine in
1776, caught the General’s
attention. He honored
Phyllis Wheatley
by inviting her
to visit his
Cambridge
head-
quarters.

Peter Salem and other African-
Americans fought at Lexington and
Bunker Hill.  Salem heard Major
Pitcairn’s “Disperse, ye rebels!” at
Lexington and was credited with
killing Pitcairn at Bunker Hill.
Salem’s bravery won the attention
and admiration of General
Washington,
who asked
to meet
him.

Of 5,000 African-Americans in the
 Continental Army, most were freedmen.

About fifty served in
each battalion.  There
were  two all-black
regiments—from
Rhode Island and
Massachusetts.

The 400-strong R.I. regiment won
fame in the Battle of Sullivan,
South Carolina, by withstanding
three  fierce assaults from 1,500
Hessians.

the American army. She
served two years disguised
as a man.

1492 Present1776-83
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February 6, 1778—A FRENCH-AMERICAN ALLIANCE,
negotiated by Benjamin Franklin, recognized American
independence and pledged aid.
The French navy and French
soldiers tipped the scales in
America’s favor in the
War of Independence.

The British responded by
declaring war on France
in June 1778 and occupying
Philadelphia in September.

But General Howe, deciding to capture Philadelphia instead,
was a no-show. Consequently, General Burgoyne and his British
troops suffered a disastrous defeat at Saratoga, New York. He
surrendered 5,000 men, including seven generals.

10–7  !   FROM SARATOGA TO VALLEY FORGE AND VINCINNES, 1777-1778

BRITISH STRATEGY FOR 1777 focused on
isolating New England with a three-pronged attack.
General John Burgoyne, in charge, gave orders to
General William Howe and Colonel Barry St. Leger.

1779—SPAIN DECLARED WAR
on Britain and aided the American
patriots without a formal alliance.

Bernardo de Galvez, Spanish
governor of Louisiana, helped the
patriots by capturing Pensacola,
Florida, from Britain. This kept
the British from attacking the
United States from the southwest.
Galveston, Texas, is named for
the heroic Galvez.

BATTLE OF SARATOGA—New York: October 17, 1777

THE AMERICAN VICTORY AT SARATOGA

WAS A TURNING POINT:
France and Spain realized the colonists could

win the war and decided to aid them in
defeating Britain, their old enemy.

The motivation: revenge and hope of
regaining land lost to Britain:

!!!!"Canada in the case of France and
"Gibraltar in the case of Spain.

VALLEY FORGE: Winter, 1777-78

Meanwhile, as Washington wintered his army in Morristown, New Jersey (after his Princeton victory in January 1777):

News of the French Alliance
cheered Washington’s 9,000
troops as they wintered in bitter
cold Valley Forge, Pennsylvania.

Only 20 miles away, British troops
occupied Philadelphia. By June British General Henry
Clinton, fearing arrival of the French navy, evacuated
Philadelphia. Washington gave chase with a newly
drilled army and attacked the retreating British at
Monmouth Courthouse, New Jersey. The British escaped.

Baron Friedrich von Steuben, a Prussian volunteer

GEORGE ROGERS CLARK: War in the West— 1778-79
To stop British-backed Indian raids against Kentucky
settlements, Virginian George Rogers Clark led 175 men in
capturing British posts along the Mississippi River at
Kaskaskia and Cahokia. Then, in a daring feat, the men waded
17 days through freezing flood waters to capture Vincennes.
                                    Clark’s victories gave the United

States a claim to western lands in
the 1783 Treaty of Paris.

BRITISH GENERAL

JOHN BURGOYNE

General Howe, my troops will march SOUTH
from Canada and meet yours marching NORTH
from New York. Colonel Barry St. Leger will
move EAST. Got that?

soldier who spoke no English, had drilled
Washington’s troops at Valley Forge all
winter, turning the ragtag army into
professional soldiers. The drill book he
wrote, edited by Alexander Hamilton,
became standard in the United States Army.

1777-781492 Present
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10–5  !  JOHN PAUL JONES: AMERICA’S FIRST NAVAL HERO
“Hailed the ‘Serapis:’ ‘Have you Struck your colors?’ Our reply,
”We have not yet begun to fight!” went shouting to the sky!”

—Bret Harte, Off Scarborough, September 1779

JOHN PAUL JONES, 1747-92, loved the sea, sought adventure, and became a hero for refusing to surrender
             his sinking ship.

On September 23, 1779, John Paul Jones spied the British 50-gun frigate Serapis and fired upon her.
“The battle being thus begun was Continued with Unremitting fury,” he later wrote.
Out-gunned, his ship on fire and sinking, Jones heard Captain Richard Pearson, the Serapis commander, call out asking
if he were ready to strike his colors (lower his flag) and surrender.
Jones replied: “I have not yet begun to fight.”
In a daring maneuver, he lashed Bon Homme Richard to
the Serapis—cannons touching cannons—and engaged
in fierce hand-to-hand,
sword-to-sword fighting.

At last, the Serapis struck
her colors and surrendered.

Victorious, Jones
and his crew left
their sinking ship
and sailed the
captured Serapis
to a port
in Holland.

Benjamin
Franklin
reported to
Congress:
“The cruise
of our little
squadron...
has had
some success.”

JOHN PAUL JONES’ FAMOUS VICTORY: BON HOMME RICHARD DEFEATS THE BRITISH SERAPIS

While the Continental Army won victories on land, the Continental Navy—founded by Congress October 3,
1775—struggled against Britain’s mighty navy with a small fleet of 40 ocean-going ships and some smaller,
freshwater vessels. John Adams, a strong advocate of sea defense, wrote the first rules and regulations for the
new navy. Esek Hopkins served as naval commander in chief from 1775 to 1778.

Jones named his ship Bon Homme Richard, in honor of Benjamin Franklin’s
Poor Richard’s Almanac, and led a small squadron into British waters.

  Born in Scotland as John Paul (he added the name Jones    
  later), he joined the British merchant marine at
  age 12 and captained his own ship within ten years.

  In 1775 Jones joined the new American navy to
  help win American independence. He soon became
  noted for daring raids on British ships and ports.

  In 1779 Benjamin Franklin, U.S. minister to
  France (America’s ally), persuaded King Louis XVI
  to give Jones a French merchant ship to command.
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!  JOHN PAUL JONES: AMERICA’S FIRST NAVAL HERO

JOHN PAUL JONES WINS IMMEDIATE AND LASTING FAME FROM HIS DEFEAT OF THE SERAPIS.

Congress passed a resolution thanking “John Paul Jones, for the zeal, prudence and intrepidity with which
he has supported the honor of the American flag; [and] for his bold and successful enterprises to redeem from
captivity the citizens of these states.” King Louis XVI knighted Jones, and French artist Jean-Antoine Houdon
sculpted his bust (which you can see today in the American Embassy in Paris).

To Jones’ dismay,  a nearly bankrupt Congress disbanded the American navy after winning independence from
Great Britain. He warned, “In time of peace it is necessary to prepare, and be always prepared for war at sea.”

In 1788 Jones, now at loose ends, accepted Russian Empress Catherine the Great’s invitation to become an admiral
in the Russian navy; however, he reserved the the right to return to America if Congress should restore the navy. In
Russia’s war with Turkey he won crucial victories on the Black Sea as commander of the Vladimir. Jones obtained a
leave of absence from the Russian navy in 1790 and retired to Paris,

In 1792—at age 45—Jones died and was buried in Paris. Unknown to him, he had just been appointed United
States diplomatic agent to Algiers by Secretary of State Thomas Jefferson—who earlier had described Jones as
“the principal hope of America’s future efforts on the ocean.”

In 1906 President Theodore Roosevelt—
like Jones an advocate of a strong navy—spoke
at the interment of John Paul Jones at the
U.S. Naval Academy in Annapolis, Maryland.

THE UNITED STATES RECLAIMS ITS HERO, JOHN PAUL JONES.

By 1900 John Paul Jones was
considered the

“Father of the American Navy,”
and Congress appropriated $35,000 to

find and return his body to the
United States for reburial.

Today you can tour the U.S. Naval Academy in Annapolis, Maryland,
and see plaques honoring John Paul Jones and other naval heroes.

You can also see this inscription on his memorial beneath the chapel:

HE GAVE TO OUR NAVY

ITS EARLIEST TRADITIONS OF

HEROISM AND VICTORY.

During World War II, PT boats such as John F. Kennedy commanded
inspired American sailors with signs posting John Paul Jones’ words:

Roosevelt began:
“On behalf of the American people I
wish to thank our ancient ally, the great
French nation, that proud and gallant
nation to whose help we once owed it
that John Paul Jones was able to win for
the Stars and Stripes the victory that has
given him deathless fame....”
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10–6  !  BENEDICT ARNOLD: TRAITOR

Benedict Arnold became famous
as an American general in the early years of

the Revolutionary War.

Then in 1780 Arnold became infamous
as a traitor by betraying his country.

For the promise of money
and a British generalship, he schemed
to help the British capture West Point,

a strong United States fortification
 on the Hudson River in New York.

The scheme failed.
And so did Arnold.

His name is synonymous with betrayal,
the most wretched of acts.

IT ALL STARTED AFTER THE BATTLE OF SARATOGA.

in helping the
American Army
defeat the British
at Saratoga.

A severe wound
near the end of the
battle made him lame
and disgruntled.

When Congress failed
to give him the
promotion he thought
he deserved, he
wallowed in self-pity.

The Arnolds lived extravagantly, matching the the lifestyle
to which Peggy was accustomed.
Benedict bought a mansion for his
bride and and spent large sums for
her new clothes—and his.

Deeply in debt, Arnold needed
money. Accused of cheating on
his expense account, he was
investigated and then acquitted
by Congress. Upon futher
charges, he faced a court-martial
and was sentenced to a
reprimand from Washington.

Embittered, he decided
to sell out to the British.

And so it was that Benedict Arnold
committed treason.

From George Washington he sought and received
the command of West Point in July 1780.

Then through John André , intelligence aide to
British General Henry Clinton, he sent an
offer to Clinton that the British did not refuse.

Arnold’s offer: to surrender West Point,
a strategic fort guarding the Hudson River,
to the British for 20,000 pounds of sterling
and an appointment as Brigadier General in the
British Army.

General Benedict Arnold
fought brilliantly

While John Paul Jones and others exhibited heroism, Benedict Arnold practiced treachery. Here is his infamous story.

PHILADELPHIA

General George Washington had confidence in Arnold, and he put him in command of Philadelphia, which the
British had just evacuated after holding the city for several months. Arnold enjoyed the social scene in Philadelphia,
especially after meeting and marrying Peggy (Margaret) Shippen,
daughter of the chief justice of Pensylvannia.

Peggy—age 19, beautiful, and witty—was a
Tory, an American who favored the British.

TROUBLE AHEAD!



149

!  BENEDICT ARNOLD: TRAITOR

September 21, 1780—In a secret meeting at Teller’s Point on the Hudson River, Benedict Arnold gave John
André the plans of West Point, which revealed the placement of troops and other important information for the
British attack. André hid them in his boot and began hiking toward New York City to deliver them to Clinton.

At Arnold’s insistence, André had exchanged his uniform for civilian clothes and appeared disguised as “John
Anderson,” an American agent. This meant that if André were captured he would be hanged as a spy rather than
imprisoned as a British soldier. As luck would have it, three American militiamen arrested André near Tarrytown,
New York, and learned from his papers of Benedict Arnold’s treachery.

Arnold hurridly left West Point
for New York when he heard
of Andre’s capture.

Minutes later
Washington
arrived for a scheduled
inspection of West Point
and heard the fast-breaking news.
Dismayed at Arnold’s betrayal, he
exploded with anger.

John André was hanged as a spy.

Turncoat Benedict Arnold
fought for the British

against his countrymen.
After the war

he settled in England,
an ignoble man, even to

the British.
His name has become

synonymous with
traitor.

Alexander Hamilton,
Washington’s aide,

interceded for André,
who had requested to be shot

as a soldier rather than
hanged as a spy.

General Washington held firm.
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May 1782—Army officers, angered by Congress’
inability to pay them, asked Washington to
become king in a monarchy set up by the army.

In one of his most important acts, Washington
refused this military dictatorship. In 1783, he
surrendered his commission to Congress and
returned to Mount Vernon to farm.

1778-1781—The British changed strategy when France
entered the war: they waged campaigns in the South.
With loyalist support, the British won major victories in

! Savannah, Georgia
! Charleston, South Carolina
! Camden, South Carolina

while losing to the American patriots in
! Cowpens, South Carolina
! Kings Mountain, South Carolina.

Then—in Yorktown, Virginia, British General Cornwallis
fell into a trap laid by General Washington and lost the war!

October 19, 1781—FINAL VICTORY: BATTLE OF YORKTOWN
With brilliant strategy, Washington had the French fleet block
Cornwallis by sea, while the
American and French armies
surrounded the British by land.

Cornwallis surrendered,
effectively ending the war. Pleading
illness, he sent General Charles
O'Hara to offer his sword. The British
troops, marching between lines of French
and American troops to lay down
their arms, refused to look at the
Americans. General Lafayette
told the American band to strike
up Yankee Doodle, and British
heads swung around sharply!

1783: The TREATY OF PARIS—
negotiated by John Adams, Benjamin Franklin,
Thomas Jefferson, John Jay, and Henry Laurens—
gave  the United States generous terms:

!"  agreed to:
     • Urge states to restore loyalist property

• Pay debts to British merchants

!"  gave the United States:
• Recognition of independence
• Land stretching west to the Mississippi River—

 plus navigation rights on the river—and north to
 the 45th parallel and the Great Lakes.

   (Why so generous? Britain did not want
   her rival France to have this land.)
• Fishing rights off the Canadian coast

!"  gave Florida to SPAIN.

1783:
THE

UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA

now extends to the
Mississippi River

10–7  !  VICTORY AT YORKTOWN, October 19, 1781
1492 Present1781-83

AN IRONY:  Cornwallis lost
Britain’s colonies at Yorktown,
only 13 miles from Jamestown—
the first British colony, founded in 1607.
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1781  1788

“The Stile of this confederacy shall be ‘The United States of America.’”

THE CONFEDERATION PERIOD

1781-88

 PART ONE

 ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION
The United States’ first Constitution, 1781-88

 Articles of Confederation, Article I,
Ratified March 1, 1781

On June 7, 1776, Richard Henry Lee, Virginia delegate to the
Continental Congress, proposed that the “United Colonies are,
and of right ought to be, free and independent states,” and that
“a plan of confederation be prepared and transmitted to the
respective colonies for their consideration and approbation.”

A plan called the Articles of Confederation was adopted by
Congress in 1777 and ratified by 12 of the 13 states by 1779.
Maryland withheld ratification until states with claims to western
lands ceded those lands to Congress “for the good of the whole.”
By 1781 all states with land claims had agreed to cede them, and
on March 1, Maryland ratified the Articles.

On March 1, 1781, the Articles of Confederation became the
law of the land—and remained so until replaced in 1788 by
the Constitution of the United States.

 SECTION 11

1781-1788
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SHIFTING BALANCE OF POWER: AN OVERVIEW

11–1  !  THE BIG QUESTION: WHO WILL BE IN CHARGE?
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The constitutions shared these features:

 STATE POWERS

THE CONFEDERATION GOVERNMENT UNDER THE ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION, 1781-88

1. Declare war
2. Make treaties
3. Manage Indian affairs
4. Maintain an army and navy
5. Coin and borrow money
6. Regulate weights and measures
7. Establish a postal service

1. THREE BRANCHES OF GOVERNMENT—with a
     weak governor, a bicameral legislature (except
     for unicameral legislatures in Pennsylvania
     and New Hampshire), and a tenured judiciary

The thirteen sovereign states
followed this golden rule.
Each controlled its own purse
strings, holding the power to:

CONGRESS, DESIGNED TO BE WEAK, HAD FEW POWERS.

sovereign—supreme power; independent

The single-house Congress was
composed of two-to-seven delegates
from each state, who voted as a unit.

No matter how large a state in
population, it had only one vote in
Congress.

Votes of two-thirds of the states were
required to pass laws.

Amendments to the Articles required
a unanimous vote. This made it hard
to change the Articles of Confederation.

1. tax

2. regulate trade.

STATE CONSTITUTIONS

Congress could:

                             State constitutions
                             were written during the
                       Revolution by every state           
                    except Rhode Island and
                 Connecticut, both of which
           simply revised their colonial charters.

2. PROPERTY QUALIFICATIONS FOR VOTING AND HOLDING OFFICE

   3. BILLS OF RIGHTS to guarantee personal liberty. Virginia’s Bill of
    Rights, called the Declaration of Rights, was written in June 1776 
    by George Mason. It became a model for those of other states and
    for the United States Bill of Rights.

 STATE CONSTITUTIONS LAND GAINED AFTER THE REVOLUTION

In the 1783 Treaty of Paris, Britain ceded to
the United States land extending west to the
Mississippi River. How would the new western
territory be settled, organized, and governed?

The Confederation
Government—
despite certain
limitations—

successfully fought
the American
Revolution,

won independence,
and  negotiated a

remarkably favorable
peace treaty.

11–2  !  ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION: 13 SOVEREIGN STATES



154

The Northwest Territory (and later, other territories) would be surveyed and divided into townships,
each six miles square. The townships would be subdivided into 36 sections, one mile square (640 acres).

 LAND ORDINANCE OF 1785—JEFFERSON’S PLAN FOR SURVEYING AND SELLING WESTERN LANDS

NORTHWEST ORDINANCE OF 1787—REPUBLICAN STATEHOOD FOR THE NEW TERRITORIES

11–3  !  THOMAS JEFFERSON’S CONFEDERATION ACHIEVEMENTS

One-mile
square section=640 acres

6 mile square township
(36 sections, each 1-mile square)

In 1784 Thomas Jefferson, serving in the Confederation Congress,
created a plan of government for organizing western lands into states

on an equal basis with the original thirteen states.

Jefferson’s plan—including grid surveys, public education, prohibition of slavery,
religious freedom, and self-government—was incorporated in the

LAND ORDINANCE OF 1785 and
NORTHWEST ORDINANCE OF 1787.

Sections of land would be sold
at public auction for a
minimum of $1.00 per acre.
Jefferson wanted to make it easy
for Americans to own property.

survey
started
here

Section 16 of each town
would be used to support free
public schools—a priceless
legacy from Jefferson, who
believed in a free system of
tax-supported schools. His
attempt in 1779 to establish
such a system in Virginia was
defeated by the Virginia
legislature.
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!  THOMAS JEFFERSON’S IMPACT ON CONFEDERATION ACHIEVEMENTS

The Northwest
Ordinance
adopted

Jefferson’s proposal
to take in new

western lands as
equal states rather
than subordinate

colonies.
This set forth

a democratic land
policy unique in

history.

! Slavery abolished in northern states, 1777-1804.

JEFFERSON EXPANDS FREEDOM IN THE VIRGINIA CONSTITUTION. OTHER STATES FOLLOW.

“Almighty God hath created the mind free....
We the General Assembly of Virginia do enact that
no man shall be compelled to frequent or support
any religious worship, place, or ministry whatsoever...
but that all men shall be free to profess...their
opinions in matters of religion, and that the same
shall in no wise...affect their civil liberties.”

! Anglican Church disestablished, 1776-1790.

Jefferson’s 1779 Bill for Establishing Religious
Freedom was enacted into law in 1786. It established
freedom of religion and the separation of church and
state. It became the model for the First Amendment to
the United States Constitution. It stated, in part:

In 1784 Thomas Jefferson had proposed prohibiting slavery in future states after 1800,
but this clause lost by one vote in the Confederation Congress.

Jefferson lamented that one vote:
“The voice of a single individual would have prevented

this abominable crime from spreading itself over the new country.”

by state constitution (written by John Adams)

by 1787 Northwest Ordinance,
   based on Thomas Jefferson’s
               1784 proposal.

by state laws (gradual emancipation)

VIRGINIA
Thomas
Jefferson

*Read the entire Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom on the next page.

NORTHWEST ORDINANCE OF 1787—REPUBLICAN STATEHOOD FOR THE NEW TERRITORIES

(This plan also applied to subsequent territories.)

TERRITORIAL GOVERNMENT

WOULD DEVELOP IN THREE  STAGES:

2. An elected legislature and a non-voting
    delegate to Congress when the population
    reached 5,000 free, white males

1. A Congressionally appointed governor     
    and 3 judges at the first stage

3. A state constitution and admission to
    statehood when the above population
    reached 60,000

! Prohibited slavery in the     
    Northwest Territory—based on     
    Thomas Jefferson’s 1784 proposal.

! Allowed the Northwest Territory
    to divide into three to five
    territories, each with
    ! self-government and
    ! a bill of rights that included
       religious freedom.
    This provision, too, was based
    on Jefferson’s 1784 proposal.

  THE 1787 NORTHWEST ORDINANCE:

Thomas Jefferson, after writing the Declaration of Independence in 1776, returned home to Virginia to serve as a
member of the Virginia legislature. Here, between 1776 and 1779, he revised Virginia’s code of laws, democratizing
the laws in regard to property, religion, and other matters. Other states incorporated and added to his democratic revisions.

!Feudal property laws abolished: entail and primogeniture:
   Jefferson proudly noted, “these laws, drawn by myself, laid the ax to the foot of pseudoaristocracy.”
   1) : land inheritance restricted to descendents of original owner
   2) : right of the oldest son to property inheritance

!VIRGINIA STATUTE FOR RELIGIOUS FREEDOM*

  A UNIQUE POLICY
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Whereas, Almighty God hath created the mind free;
that all attempts to influence it by temporal punish-
ments or burthens, or by civil incapacitations tend
only to beget habits of hypocrisy and meanness, and
are a departure from the plan of the holy author of our
religion, who being Lord, both of body and mind yet
chose not to propagate it by coercions on either, as
was in his Almighty power to do,

that the impious presumption of legislators and
rulers, civil as well as ecclesiastical, who, being them-
selves but fallible and uninspired men have assumed
dominion over the faith of others, setting up their own
opinions and modes of thinking as the only true and
infallible, and as such endeavouring to impose them on
others, hath established and maintained false religions
over the greatest part of the world and through all time;

that to compel a man to furnish contributions of
money for the propagation of opinions which he
disbelieves is sinful and tyrannical; that even the
forcing him to support this or that teacher of his own
religious persuasion is depriving him of the comfort-
able liberty of giving his contributions to the
particular pastor, whose morals he would make his
pattern, and whose powers he feels most persuasive to
righteousness, and is withdrawing from the Ministry
those temporary rewards, which, proceeding from an
approbation of their personal conduct are an
additional incitement to earnest and unremitting
labours for the instruction of mankind;

that our civil rights have no dependence on our
religious opinions any more than our opinions in
physics or geometry, that therefore the proscribing
any citizen as unworthy the public confidence, by
laying upon him an incapacity of being called to offices
of trust and emolument, unless he profess or renounce
this or that religious opinion, is depriving him injuri-
ously of those privileges and advantages, to which, in
common with his fellow citizens, he has a natural

right, that it tends only to corrupt the principles of that
very Religion it is meant to encourage, by bribing

with a monopoly of worldly honours and emoluments
those who will externally profess and conform to it;

that though indeed, these are criminal who do not
withstand such temptation, yet neither are those
innocent who lay the bait in their way;

that to suffer the civil magistrate to intrude his powers
into the field of opinion and to restrain the profession
or propagation of principles on supposition of their ill
tendency is a dangerous fallacy which at once destroys
all religious liberty because he being of course judge of
that tendency will make his opinions the rule of judg-
ment and approve or condemn the sentiments of others
only as they shall square with or differ from his own;

that it is time enough for the rightful purposes of civil
government, for its officers to interfere when principles
break out into overt acts against peace and good order;

and finally, that Truth is great, and will prevail if left
to herself, that she is the proper and sufficient antagonist
to error, and has nothing to fear from the conflict, unless
by human interposition disarmed of her natural weap-
ons free argument and debate, errors ceasing to be
dangerous when it is permitted freely to contradict them:

Be it enacted by General Assembly that no man shall
be compelled to frequent or support any religious
worship, place, or ministry whatsoever, nor shall be
enforced, restrained, molested, or burdened in his body
or goods, nor shall otherwise suffer on account of his
religious opinions or belief,

but that all men shall be free to profess, and by
argument to maintain, their opinions in matters
of Religion, and that the same shall in no wise
diminish, enlarge or affect their civil capacities.

And though we well know that this Assembly elected
by the people for the ordinary purposes of Legislation
only, have no power to restrain the acts of succeeding
Assemblies constituted with powers equal to our own,
and that therefore to declare this act irrevocable would
be of no effect in law; yet we are free to declare, and do
declare that the rights hereby asserted, are of the natural
rights of mankind, and that if any act shall be hereafter
passed to repeal the present or to narrow its operation,
such act will be an infringement of natural right.

 THE VIRGINIA STATUTE FOR RELIGIOUS FREEDOM
WRITTEN AS A BILL BY VIRGINIA ASSEMBLYMAN THOMAS JEFFERSON IN 1779 AND ENACTED INTO VIRGINIA LAW IN 1786

THOMAS JEFFERSON
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11–4  !  PROBLEMS OF THE CONFEDERATION

Creditors avoided debtors trying to pay them
with this worthless paper money, and hostility
developed between the two groups.

These
continental
dollars were not
backed by gold
or silver, so their
value was inflated:
40 paper dollars
to 1 silver dollar.

The Confederation lasted only a few years: from 1781 to 1788.
What were the problems?

How would the Constitution solve them?

1. NO TAXING POWER—NO MONEY

The national government gradually went broke.
Why? The Confederation government could
request money from the states, but it could not
require them to pay taxes. So few did.

2. INFLATION

3. TARIFF WARS

Each state, exercising its sovereignty, charged
rival states a tariff (a tax on imported goods).

Would warfare break out between the sovereign
states, as it did frequently in Europe among
sovereign nations?

4. JEALOUSY AND QUARRELING AMONG STATES

The Continental Congress
had issued paper
money to pay
its
$40,000,000
war debt.
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Each state had different trade regulations,
a frustrating situation for foreign governments and
businessmen.  Furthermore, foreign countries
distrusted the
Confederation
because it had
no power of
the purse to
back its
agreements.

Monarchical nations, such as England and
Spain, gleefully waited for the Confederation to
fall apart. They were certain that the foolish
idea of self-government would never work.

In 1787, hearing of Shays’
Rebellion, Washington wrote,

“There must be lodged somewhere a
supreme power [a national
government], without which the
union cannot be of long duration.”

What would
the

Americans
do?

George Washington, considering the
Confederation’s problems, feared the
worst.  In 1784 he had written:

In Massachusetts, debt-ridden farmers hurt by inflation couldn’t meet payments on their farm mortgages.
Rather than go to debtors’ prison and/or lose their farms to creditors suing them in court to foreclose (claim the
property as payment of the debt), a group of farmers,
led by Daniel Shays, took up arms against the courts.

5. FOREIGN AFFAIRS IN SHAMBLES

7. DEBTOR—CREDITOR CONFLICTS: SHAYS’ REBELLION, 1787

6. DISRESPECT FROM OTHER COUNTRIES

!  PROBLEMS OF THE CONFEDERATION
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11–5  !  THREE FRIENDS: A MEETING OF NATIONALIST MINDS

Individually and together, Washington, Madison, and Hamilton guided events toward a peaceful
overthrow of the Articles of Confederation and the creation of a new constitution that achieved
“a more perfect union”—which we still enjoy today, two centuries later.

George Washington believed that only a strong, national government
could save the states from political and financial ruin.

George Washington’s nationalist view was shared by other American leaders, including his young
friends James Madison, a fellow Virginian, and Alexander Hamilton of New York, his chief military
aide during the Revolutionary War.

Madison and Hamilton had become friends as members of the Continental Congress in 1782, when
both attempted—in vain—to strengthen the Confederation government.

J

JAMES

MADISON

GEORGE

WASHINGTON
ALEXANDER

HAMILTON

The three friends shared views in person and through correspondence during the 1780s.
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11–6  !  A BOLD PROPOSAL

George Washington helped solve an immediate
problem of the Confederation. He hosted a
meeting of Virginia and Maryland delegates to
settle disputes over fishing rights and navigation
improvements on the Potomac River.

The meeting was a success.

James (Jemmy) Madison, encouraged by
Washington’s success, arranged for the Virginia
legislature to call a meeting of all thirteen
states in Annapolis, Maryland. The purpose:
to discuss interstate commerce.

Two conferences, one successful and the other a failure,
led to an unexpected proposal from Alexander Hamilton.

Would Congress agree?

He wrote a bold proposal for the group,
asking Congress to convene all the
states in Philadelphia in May 1787
to correct “such defects as may be
discovered to exist” in the Articles
of Confederation—and to find ways
“to render the Constitution of the
Federal Government adequate to the
exigencies [urgent needs] of the Union.”

The meeting failed because delegates from
only five states came. Among them was
Madison’s friend Alexander Hamilton from
New York.

Alexander Hamilton snatched victory from defeat.

1783: MOUNT VERNON CONFERENCE    1786: ANNAPOLIS CONFERENCE

ANNAPOLIS CONFERENCE PROPOSAL: A 1787 FEDERAL CONVENTION



161

1787

We the People of the United States,
in 0rder to form a more perfect Union,

establish Justice,
ensure domestic Tranquillity,

provide for the common defense,
promote the general Welfare, and

secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity,
 do ordain and establish this

Constitution for the United States of America.

THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

1607 Present

“Let virtue, honor, the love of liberty...be...the soul of this constitution,
and it will become the source of great and extensive happiness to this and future generations.

Vice, ignorance, and want of vigilance will be the only enemies able to destroy it.”
 —John Jay

“The most wonderful work ever struck off at a given time by the brain and purpose of man.”
  —William E. Gladstone

constitution—the fundamental laws or principles by which a nation is governed, usually embodied in a written document
govern—to direct, or control, in a straight, smooth course for the good of the whole

Preamble

“In New England every citizen...is taught...his religion,
the history of his country,

and the leading features of its Constitution....
It is extremely rare to find a man

imperfectly acquainted with all these things,
and a person wholly ignorant of them is a phenonomenon.”

        —Alexis  de Tocqueville, 1830

Turn to page D-7 to read the entire United States Constitution.
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“If all the delegates named for this Convention at Philadelphia are present, we will never have seen, even in Europe,
an assembly more respectable for the talents, knowledge, disinterestedness, and patriotism of those who compose it.”

                                                                                                 —G.K. Otto, French Charge d'Affaires, Philadelphia, 1787

Congress, meeting in New York City, reluctantly agreed to the Annapolis proposal.
It called for a Federal Convention in Philadelphia on May 14, 1787, but carefully stated that the
meeting was “for the sole...purpose of revising the Articles of Confederation.”

And so, 12 states sent 55 delegates to meet at Philadelphia's State House, now called Independence Hall,
where eleven years earlier, in 1776, the Declaration of Independence had been adopted. Disregarding
Congress’ mandate to revise the old Articles of Confederation—based on state sovereignty— they
emerged after four months with something new: a Constituion based on national sovereignty, the framework
for a federal republic. Thirty-nine of the delegates, or framers, signed the Constitution of the United States
“to form a more perfect Union...and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity.”

*

*Philadelphia

 WHO WERE THESE FRAMERS—THESE EXTRAORDINARY MEN OF REASON AND CREATIVITY?

     NEW HAMPSHIRE:
  John Langdon, Nicholas Gilman

Now—would the states agree to send delegates? Those undecided did so when they
learned that George Washington would be a delegate, for the whole country trusted the
beloved Revolutionary War hero. The Pennsylvania Herald wrote:

So it seemed to all the states except Rhode Island which, protective of its state's rights, refused to participate.

“If the plan is not a good one, it is impossible that either
General Washington or Dr. Franklin would have recommended it.”

12–1  !  A CONVENTION OVERVIEW

New York City
(Congress)

THE 39 FRAMERS

WHO SIGNED THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES

                           MASSACHUSETTS:
                                                              Nathaniel Gorham,  Rufus King

                                      CONNECTICUT: William Samuel
                             Johnson, Roger Sherman

                                    NEW YORK: Alexander Hamilton

                              NEW JERSEY: William Livingston,
   David Brearley, Wiilliam Paterson, Jonathan Dayton

                        PENNSYLVANIA: Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Mifflin,
                                            Robert Morris, George Clymer, Thomas FitzSimons,

 Jared Ingersoll, James Wilson, Gouverneur Morris

                DELAWARE: George Read, Gunning Bedford, Jr.,
                                                  John Dickinson, Richard Bassett, Jacob Broom

                       MARYLAND: James McHenry, Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer,
                                                                                                    Daniel Carroll

VIRGINIA: George Washington (president of the convention)
                    James Madison, John Blair

          NORTH CAROLINA: William Blount, Richard Dobbs Spaight, Hugh Williamson

             SOUTH CAROLINA: John Rutledge, Charles Cotesworth Pinckney, Charles Pinkney,
                 Pierce Butler

                  GEORGIA: William Few, Abraham Baldwin
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After analyzing ancient and modern
governments, Madison outlined their keys
to success and failure in a 41-page booklet.

“Knowledge will forever govern ignorance; and a people who mean to be their own governors
must arm themselves with the power which knowledge gives.”—James Madison

Madison’s 15-point “Virginia Plan”
would provide
the agenda for
the entire
proceedings
of the
Convention.

Modified by
important
compromises,
it became
the blueprint
for the
United States
Constitution.

Finally, Madison created a 15-point plan of government.
Arriving early in Philadelphia, he presented it to the other Virginia
delegates, including  and 

, for their suggestions and endorsements.

He read more than 200 books
on history and philosophy
(Aristotle, Voltaire, Locke,
Montesquieu, Hume).

Many had been sent from France
by his close friend 
who served as Minister to France
from 1785 to 1789.

Virginia delegate James “Jemmy” Madison arrived at the convention eleven days early,
armed with a plan of action. Madison—a 36-year-old bachelor, shy, short (5'4"), soft-spoken,
frail, and scholarly—was a man among men. He would emerge the clear leader of the 1787
Constitutional Convention, earning the title, Father of the United States Constitution.

Born in 1751 in Port Conway, Virginia, the eldest of 12 children, Madison grew up near
Orange, Virginia, at Montpelier, his family’s beautiful plantation which he later inherited.
He studied at home with tutors, earned a degree in philosophy at Princeton in 1771, and
then became a life-long statesman.

Madison served in the Virginia assembly (1776-77), where he and Thomas Jefferson began
a 50-year friendship; the Confederation Congress (1780-83); and the U.S. Congress (1790-94).

Madison spent a year studying for the 1787 Convention.
He was motivated by a central question:

“How can
the country have
a strong national

government
without taking freedom

from the people?”

He served his country as secretary of state (1801-09) and president (1809-17). No wonder Dolley Madison,
the vivacious Philadelphian he married in 1794, called him “the great little Madison.”

12–2  !  JAMES MADISON: FATHER OF THE U.S. CONSTITUTION, 1751-1826
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In May 1787 the delegates slowly gathered for the in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania,
at the —later called   Here in the same room eleven years earlier,
in 1776, members of the Second Continental Congress had signed the Declaration of Independence.

3—had been in the Stamp Act Congress, 1765.
8—had signed the Declaration of Independence; 2, the Articles of Confederation.
42—had served in the First and/or Second Continental  Congresses, 1774-1781.
         and/or the Confederation Congress, 1781-87.
30—were Revolutionary War veterans.
2—would be U.S. presidents (George Washington and James Madison); 1, a vice-president (Elbridge Gerry).
7—had been governors; 9 would be governors.
8—were judges; 2 would be chief justices of the Supreme Court.
2—were college presidents (Princeton and Columbia); 29 were college-educated.
34—had practiced law; 20 had helped write their state constitutions.
18—had worked or studied abroad; many were fluent in Latin, French, and other languages.
8—were born outside the United States but all within the British Empire.

Most of the 55 white male delegates knew and respected one another through shared adventures.

Most were prosperous lawyers, businessmen, or plantation owners.
And they were young—average age, 42.  Most were in their 30s—Madison, 36; Hamilton, 32.
Washington was 55. Benjamin Franklin, 81, was said to have the mind of a 25-year-old.

“There never was an assembly of men...more...devoted to...devising...a constitutional system which would best...
secure the permanent liberty and happiness of their country.”—James Madison

12–3  !  THE DELEGATES GATHER:  A REUNION OF ADVENTURERS, MAY 14-25
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The Convention officially began
two weeks late on Friday, May 25,
1787, with a quorum of seven states.

During its hot, 4-month schedule of
6-hour meetings, six days a week,
13 of the 55 delegates withdrew for
personal or policy reasons. The
Convention rarely drew more than
30 to 35 delegates at a time.

Madison’s Virginia Plan had to wait
a few days because spring rains and
muddy roads delayed many delegates.

     His journal, Notes of Debates in the Federal Convention of 1787
(published in 1840, four years after his death),

offers you a ringside seat at the Convention—next to him.

 On Monday, May 28, 1787, the delegates got down to business. Luckily for us,
 James Madison decided to sit up front and record for posterity every word said.

“This example of changing the constitution by assembling the wise men of the state, instead of assembling armies,
will be worth as much to the world as the former examples we have given it.”—Thomas Jefferson

12–4  !  THE CONVENTION BEGINS, MAY 25, 1787

The first day: George Washington,
unanimously elected president of the
Convention, took his presiding chair,
                                             saying...



166

The delegates were old hands at running an effective meeting. Their rules of procedure included:

“Every member, rising to speak,
shall address the President; and whilst
he shall be speaking, none shall pass
between them, or hold discourse or read
a book, pamphlet, or paper....”

Well, jovial Gouverneur Morris boasted one night that he was
not intimidated by Washington. He bet Alexander Hamilton and other
friends that he would dare greet Washington with a slap on the back.

Of course, who would misbehave
with the dignified, respected Washington
seated on the platform, influencing the
delegates with his slightest expression of
pain or pleasure?

As John Adams
once said of the
regal Virginian:

“Next to
Washington,
a king
would look
like a valet.”

Amazingly there were no leaks—
perhaps because of an early scolding
by George Washington, when he
discovered a delegate’s lost notes.

Washington threw the notes
on a table, saying,
“Let him who owns it take it,”
and stalked out. No one moved to
recover the notes—to this day!

No votes were final until the last
day, so delegates could change their
minds freely. Every issue could be re-
voted if anyone wished. More than
569 votes eventually were taken.

After the convention a member
would remark in amazement:

Yet, quite often the convention
debates grew fierce and tempers short.

Delegates could not tell anyone
about the proceedings until the
Convention ended.  This allowed them
to speak freely and experiment with
ideas.

The next day, more sober, he merely put his hand on Washington’s
shoulder, then regretted that!

12–5  !  RULES OF PROCEDURE
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On Tuesday, May 29, Virginia Governor Edmund Randolph presented the bold, 15-point Virginia Plan,
        outlining a national republican government with THREE BRANCHES:

Most delegates favored strengthening the central government by giving it
powers to tax and control commerce. But they were divided between large-state
“nationalists,” who wanted even greater central powers, and small-state
“states’ righters,” who wanted only
to strengthen the
Confederation,
not
overthrow it.

William Paterson of New Jersey
presented the small states’ New
Jersey Plan, which called for merely
strengthening the Articles of
Confederation, thus retaining state
sovereignty.

Then, out of the blue, Alexander Hamilton of New York presented a third plan
that—to everyone’s surprise–was modeled on the British government, which he
admired.

The delegates listened politely
to Hamilton for six  hours, then
without comment began to debate
the Virginia and New Jersey Plans.

Gunning Bedford of Delaware
challenged the large-state delegates:

1) EXECUTIVE

2) JUDICIARY

3) LEGISLATIVE,
with population determining
the number of members in            
both  houses of the legislature.

12–6  !  THREE COMPETING PLANS
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The delegates compromised in a strange way: a slave* would count
as 3/5 person in determining House representation and direct taxes

But the small states objected to the
Virginia Plan’s population-based
legislature. They said the large states
would have more people, thus more
members and votes in Congress, thus
more power than the small states.

Things were at a stalemate.
Benjamin Franklin urged the two
sides to compromise, each giving in
a little.

Southern delegates wanted slaves to
count as people so as to have more
congressmen representing their states.

Solution to this conflict raised
a new one—between Northern
and Southern states: how to
count the slave population in
apportioning members of the
House of Representatives.

Here’s how Sherman’s plan would work
in the case of

(pop. 434,373) and of
(pop. 59,096):

This Connecticut Compromise, (including
the House of Representatives’ power to
originate money bills), along with the
North-South compromises described below,
passed 5-4 as the 

Roger Sherman of Connecticut
offered a compromise:

    By compromising—each side
“shaving” some demands

in order to reach agreement—
the Convention was saved:

a valuable lesson!

Thus, the Constitution implicitly recognized slavery. Yet in 1807
Congress did abolish slave importation, and in 1865 the 13th Amendment
to the Constitution abolished slavery. (*The word “slave” is never used in
the Constitution. Instead, phrases such as “other persons” and “such
persons” refer to slaves.)

Prohibition of slave imports would be delayed 20 years, but until then
(1807) slaveholders could be taxed up to $10.00 per imported slave.

LARGE STATE–SMALL STATE COMPROMISE

Virginia Plan vs. New Jersey Plan:

NORTH-SOUTH COMPROMISES

Northern delegates called this
1) unfair and 2) inconsistent because
slaves were considered property.
Gouverneur Morris voiced a moral
protest:

  The delegates voted 7 to 3 for the
                                 Virginia Plan.

12–7  !  COMPROMISE, COMPROMISE, COMPROMISE

They
realized

this meant a
revolutionary

overthrow
of the

Confederation
—and of state
sovereignty.

ESTIMATED U.S. POPULATION, 1790*

(taxes owed by
states to the federal
government).

*These figures are from the
1790 U.S. census, which shows
757,181 African-Americans in a
total population of 3,929,625.
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AN IRONY: Several of the delegates were against slavery
(including Washington, Madison, Hamilton, Franklin,
and Mason). But they had to choose between having a
constitution and ending slavery. Why? South Carolina and
Georgia would not join the new nation without slavery.

If avoiding the slavery question allowed for
a constitution, it also threatened to destroy the
constitution 70 years later with the Civil War.

LEGISLATIVE COMPROMISE

Who should elect the legislators?

EXECUTIVE COMPROMISE

Who should elect the president?
The president

would be elected
indirectly by the
people through an

It took 60 ballots
to decide who should elect the president.

The compromise:

As Abraham Lincoln said seven decades later, the word slavery
was “hid away in the Constitution, just as an afflicted man
hides away a ...cancer, which he dares not cut out at once, lest
he bleed to death.”

George Mason,
author of the
Virginia Bill
of Rights,
warned:

Electoral College made  up of
electors chosen by each state—
the number being equal to the
number of  its congressmen.
The candidate with most
votes would be president; the
one with the next highest
votes would be vice president.
(This was changed in 1804
by the 12th Amendment,
which stated that the vice
president would be elected on
a separate ballot.)

!  COMPROMISE, COMPROMISE, COMPROMISE
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SHOULD THERE BE A STANDING ARMY—YES

WHO SHOULD DECLARE WAR? — CONGRESS

“If we desire to secure peace...it must be known that we are at all times ready for war.” — George Washington
Americans were
suspicious of
standing armies
in peacetime.
They remembered
Britain’s “peacetime”
army that had fired
upon them at
Lexington.

But Washington’s
aside comment in
response to
Elbridge Gerry
gave another
perspective.

Eleven states did have religious requirements.

SHOULD THERE BE RELIGIOUS REQUIREMENTS FOR PUBLIC OFFICE?—NO

STATES: TO HOLD OFFICE ONE MUST:

This meant that the 2,000 Jews and 25,000 Catholics in
America—plus people of other faiths or of non-faith—
did not qualify for public office in most states.

The delegates rejected the states’ practice. Determined
that government must not violate people’s freedom to believe as
they chose, they voted unanimously for Charles Pinckney’s proposal.

“Among the most inestimable of our blessings is that...of liberty to worship our Creator in the way we think most agreeable in His will;
a liberty deemed in other countries incompatible with good government and yet proved by our experience to be its best support....

The rights of conscience we never submitted [to government]. We are answerable for them to our God.”—Thomas Jefferson

Charles
Pinckney

James
Madison

12–8  !  THREE IMPORTANT QUESTIONS
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September 8-12—Gouverneur Morris led a 5-man Committee of Style
(including Madison and Hamilton) in writing the final draft of the constitution.

Morris, a masterly writer steeped in the cadences of Shakespeare, distilled
twenty-three rambling articles into seven—each clear, concise, and eloquent.

Proud of his work, Gouverneur Morris commented:

September 12-17—The delegates fine-tuned the final draft, still voting
on issues until the last day. George Mason had a last-minute idea, but the
delegates unanimously rejected it. Tired and eager to go home, most agreed
with Roger Sherman.

August 7—The Committee of Detail
submitted its report, organized into
twenty-three articles. Then the delegates
spent five weeks debating and revising it.

July 24-August 7

Later, Caleb Strong (delegate from Massachusetts) said, “For my part, I
think the whole of it is expressed in the plain, common language of mankind.”

COMMITTE OF DETAIL

COMMITTEE OF STYLE—THE FINAL DRAFT

The Committee of Detail consulted important documents on government, including the
Magna Carta; colonial charters; the Albany Plan of Union; state constitutions; the Articles
of Confederation; and a Native American document:  THE GREAT LAW OF PEACE,
the Iroquois Confederacy’s 200-year-old constitution.

George
Mason

Roger
Sherman

Pennsylvania
State House

Most of the delegates took
a 10-day break while a 5-
man Committee of Detail
drafted a report of the
Convention’s resolves. Committee Chairman John Rutledge began the meeting by reading from the Iroquois

Confederacy’s constitution, which both he and Benjamin Franklin admired.

12–9  !  THE FINAL DAYS

George Washington
revisited Valley Forge, 20
miles from Philadelphia.
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As the delegates came forward, one by one, to sign the Constitution,
Benjamin Franklin looked at the sun on the president’s chair and said:

        I doubt too whether any other Convention we
           can obtain, may be able to make a better
            Constitution. For when you assemble a      
             number of men to have the advantage of
            their joint wisdom, you inevitably assemble
          with those men all their prejudices, their     
        passions, their errors of opinion, their local    
       interest, and their selfish views.  From such an
assembly can a perfect production be expected?
    It therefore astonishes me, Sir, to find this
system approaching so near to perfection as it does;
and I think it will astonish our enemies, who are
waiting...to hear that our councils are confounded
like those of the Builders of Babel....
    Thus I consent, Sir, to this Constitution
because I expect no better, and because I am not
sure that it is not the best....On the whole, Sir, I
cannot help expressing a wish that every member of
the Convention who may still  have objections to it
would with me on this occasion doubt a little of his
own infallibility, and, to make manifest our
unanimity, put his name to this Instrument.

    I confess that there are several parts of this
Constitution which I do not at present approve,
but I am not sure I shall never approve them.
For having lived long, I have experienced many
instances of being obliged by better information,
or fuller consideration, to change opinions even
on important subjects, which I once thought
right, but found to be otherwise.  

Mr. President:

On September 17th, the delegates gathered for a final vote on the constitution. Would it pass? Benjamin
Franklin rose with a speech in his hand. Too weak to stand long, he asked James Wilson to read it for him.

    It is therefore that the older I grow, the more apt
I am to doubt my own judgment, and to pay more
respect to the judgment of others. Most men indeed,
as well as most sects in religion, think themselves in
possession of all truth, and that wherever others
differ from them it is so far error....But though many
persons think almost as highly of their own
infallibility as of that of their sect, few express it so
naturally as a certain French lady who in a dispute
with her sister said, “I don’t know how it happens,
Sister, but I meet with nobody but myself that’s
always in the right.”
    In these sentiments, Sir, I agree to this
Constitution with all its faults, if they are such....

Each state had one vote.  Every
state voted “Aye,” approving the
Constitution by “the unanimous
consent of the States present...”

Of the 42 delegates present,
thirty-nine signed the document.

Three delegates chose not to
sign: Mason, because it had no
Bill of Rights; Randolph and
Gerry, because they feared that
not enough states would ratify
it, and the result might be
“confusion” if not “civil war.”

(Later, Randolph supported the
Constitution’s ratification, and
Gerry served under the
Constitution as vice president.)

12–10  !  THE SIGNING
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“It appears to me, then, little short of a miracle, that the Delegates from so many different States, [different] in their
manners, circumstances, and prejudices, should unite in forming a system of national government, so little liable to well
founded objections.” —George Washington

—a nation in which the supreme power rests in the people entitled to vote and is exercised
                 by representatives elected directly or indirectly by them and responsible to them

—a system of shared power between the states and the national government

         A 
The delegates had finished their work
and emerged with the ultimate
compromise: a federal system
balancing dual citizenship in both
state and national governments, each
with its separate sphere and powers. Powers
not delegated to the national government are
reserved to the        states.

           A
As the delegates adjourned from
the Constitutional Convention, a
Philadelphia woman asked Benjamin
Franklin:

Twin pillars—

Capitalism and

Democracy—

uphold the

ediface of

the republic.

If either pillar—

Capitalism or

Democracy—

crumbles, the

republic falls.

WITH

 “Property must
be secured,

or liberty cannot
exist.”

—John Adams

AND

12–11  !  MIRACLE AT PHILADELPHIA: A FEDERAL REPUBLIC

“Adieu to the security
of property,

adieu to the security of
liberty.”

—Alexander Hamilton
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ratify—to approve by voting;  constitution—the fundamental law providing a framework for government

On September 18, 1787, the Constitution was sent to the Confederation Congress in New York,
which agreed to send copies to the thirteen states for ratification.

The states elected delegates to RATIFYING CONVENTIONS,
whereby the people— not the states—voted on the Constitution.

How would the people vote? A fierce debate began.

 “The ratification of the Conventions of nine states shall be sufficient for the
      establishment of this Constitution between the states so ratifying the same.”

the Confederation Congress and state legislatures in favor of state ratifying conventions with elected delegates.

The miracle at Philadelphia would prove unreal unless framers of the Constitution
could convince people to approve the Constitution. So take it to the people they did, by-passing

12–12  !  RATIFYING THE CONSTITUTION: SEPTEMBER 1787-JUNE 1788

Anti-Federalists included
George Mason,

who helped write the Constitution,
Patrick Henry, and

Richard Henry Lee—all
from Virginia.

ANTI-FEDERALISTS

THE NINE-MONTH STRUGGLE FOR RATIFICATION PITTED OPPONENTS OF THE CONSTITUTION,
CALLED ANTI-FEDERALISTS, AGAINST SUPPORTERS, CALLED FEDERALISTS.

FEDERALISTS

Three articulate Federalists—
Alexander Hamilton,

James Madison, and John Jay—
turned the tide for ratification with a series of
85 convincing newspaper essays, published

under the pseudonym Publius.

The essays, called the Federalist Papers,
are the best commentaries ever

written on the
United States government.
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PATRICK HENRY, Speech to the Virginia ratifying
                               convention, 1788

“...And here I would make this
inquiry of those worthy characters
who composed a part of the late
federal Convention.  I am sure
they were fully impressed with the
necessity of forming a great

GEORGE MASON, Speech to the Virginia
                               ratifying convention, 1788

“Mr. Chairman, whether the
Constitution be good or bad, the
present clause clearly discovers that it is
a national government and no longer a
confederation.  I mean that clause
which gives the first hint of the general

“...It is to be observed that when the
people shall adopt the proposed
Constitution it will be their last and
supreme act; it will be adopted not by
the people of the New Hampshire,
Massachusetts, etc., but by the people
of the United States; and wherever this
Constitution, or any part of it, shall be
incompatible with the ancient customs,
rights, the laws, or the constitutions

RICHARD HENRY LEE, Letters from the Federal
                 Farmer to the Republican, October 12, 1787

JOHN MERCER, To the members of the
                 conventions of New York and Virginia, 1788

WILLIAM FINDLEY, ROBERT WHITEHILL, and
JOHN SMILIE, “The Address and Reasons of Dissent
                    of the Minority of the State of Pennsylvania
                    to the Constituents,” 1787

“...The powers of Congress under the new Constitution
are complete and unlimited over the purse and sword, and
are perfectly independent of and supreme over the state
governments, whose intervention in these great points is
entirely destroyed.  By virtue of their power of taxation,
Congress may command the whole or any part of the
property of the people.  They may impose what imposts
upon commerce, they may impose what land taxes, poll
taxes, excises, duties on all written instruments and duties
on every other article that they may judge proper; in
short, every species of taxation, whether of an external
or internal nature, is comprised in Article I, Section 8....”

 government laying direct taxes. The assumption of this
power of laying direct taxes does, of itself, entirely change
the confederation of the states into one consolidated
government.  This power, being at discretion, unconfined
and without any kind of control, must carry everything
before it.  The very idea of converting what was formerly
a confederation to a consolidated government is totally
subversive of every principle, which has hitherto governed us.

“This power is calculated to annihilate totally the state
governments.  Will the people of this great community
submit to be individually taxed by two different and
distinct powers? Will they suffer themselves to be doubly
harassed? These two concurrent powers cannot exist long
together; the one will destroy the other:  the general
government being paramount to and in every respect
more powerful than the state governments, the latter
must give way to the former.  Is it to be supposed that
one national government will suit so extensive a country,
embracing so many climates and containing inhabitants
so very different in manners, habits, and customs?...”

“...We are persuaded that the people of so large a
continent, so different in interests, so distinct in habits,
cannot in all cases legislate in one body by themselves or
their representatives.  By themselves, it is obviously
impracticable.  By their representatives, it will be found,
on investigation, equally so; for if these representatives
are to pursue the general interest without constitutional
checks and restraints, it must be done by a mutual
sacrifice of the interests, wishes, and prejudices of the
parts they represent....”

consolidated government instead of a confederation.
That this is a consolidated government is demonstrably
clear; and the danger of such a government is, to my
mind, very striking.  I have the highest veneration for
those gentlemen; but, sir, give me leave to demand—
What right had they to say, “We, the people”? My
political curiosity, exclusive of my anxious solicitude for
the public welfare, leads me to ask—Who authorized
them to speak the language of “We, the people,” instead
of “We, the states”? States are the characteristics and the
soul of a confederation....”

heretofore established in the United States, it will
entirely abolish them and do them away....”

The Constitution was submitted for ratification to thirteen states, nine of which had to approve for it to take effect.
Anti-federalists were those who opposed ratification because of their belief in limited power of the federal government.
They feared that the Constitution would establish a strong federal government limiting states’ rights and individuals’
freedoms. Below are excerpts from selected speeches and writings that reflect some of their views.

ANTI-FEDERALIST WRITINGS, 1787-1788

!  ARGUMENTS AGAINST RATIFYING THE CONSTITUTION
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“...(It) may be concluded that a pure
democracy, by which I mean a society
consisting of a small number of citizens, who
assemble and administer the government in
person, can admit of no cure for the
mischiefs of faction.  A common passion or
interest will, in almost every case, be felt by a
majority of the whole; a communication and
concept result from the form of government
itself; and there is nothing to check the
inducements to sacrifice the weaker party

“...Providence has been pleased to give this
one connected country to one united
people—a people descended from the same
ancestors, speaking the same language,
professing the same religion, attached to the
same principles of government, very similar in
their manners and customs, and who, by their
joint counsels, arms, and efforts, fighting side
by side throughout a long and bloody war,
have nobly established general liberty and
independence.

ALEXANDER HAMILTON, Federalist Number 78

JOHN JAY, Federalist Number 2

JAMES MADISON, Federalist Number 10
kindle a flame within their particular States, but will be
unable to spread a general conflagration through the other
States. A religious  sect may degenerate into a political
faction in a part of the Confederacy; but the variety of
sects dispersed over the entire face of it must secure the
national councils against any danger from that source.  A
rage for paper money, for an abolition of debts, for an equal
division of property, or for any other improper or wicked
project, will be less apt to pervade the whole body of the
Union than a particular member of it; in the same
proportion as such a malady is more likely to taint a
particular county or district, than an entire State....”or an obnoxious individual.  Hence it is that such

democracies have ever been spectacles of turbulence and
contention; have ever been found incompatible with
personal security or the rights of property; and have in
general been as short in their lives as they have been violent
in their deaths. Theoretic politicians, who have patronized
this species of government,  have erroneously supposed that
by reducing mankind to a perfect equality in their political
rights, they would, at the same time, be perfectly equalized
and assimilated in their possessions, their opinions, and
their passions.

“A republic, by which I mean a government in which the
scheme of representation takes place, opens a different
prospect, and promises the cure for which we are seeking.
Let us examine the points in which it varies from pure
democracy, and we shall comprehend both the nature of the
cure and the efficacy, which it must derive from the Union....

“Hence, it clearly appears, that the same advantage, which
a republic has over a democracy, in controlling the effects
of faction, is enjoyed by a large over a small republic—is
enjoyed by the Union over the States composing it.  Does
the advantage consist in the substitution of representatives
whose enlightened views and virtuous sentiments render
them superior to local prejudices and to schemes of injustice?
It will not be denied that the representation of the Union
will be most likely to possess these requisite endowments.
Does it consist in the great security afforded by a greater
variety of parties, against the event of any one party being
able to outnumber and oppress the rest? In an equal degree
does the increased variety of parties comprised within the
Union increase this security? Does it, in fine, consist in the
greater obstacles opposed to the concert and accomplishment
of the secret wishes of an unjust and interested majority?
Here, again, the extent of the Union gives it the most
palpable advantage. The influence of factious leaders may

In 1787 and 1788 three Federalists (as supporters of the Constitution were called)—James Madison, Alexander
Hamilton, and John Jay—advocated ratification of the Constitution with 85 newspaper essays published under the
pseudonym Publius. Later these essays were published as The Federalist Papers. Below are excerpts from three of the essays.

“This country and this people seem to have been made
for each other, and it appears as if it was the design of
Providence, that an inheritance so proper and convenient
for a band of brethren, united to each other by the
strongest ties, should never be split into a number of
unsocial, jealous, and alien sovereignties....”

“...A constitution is, in fact, and
must be regarded by the judges,
as a fundamental law. It therefore
belongs to them to ascertain its
meaning, as well as the meaning
of any particular act proceeding
from the legislative body. If there
should happen to be an
irreconcilable variance between
the two, that which has the
superior obligation and validity ought, of course, to be
preferred; or, in other words, the Constitution ought
to be preferred to the statute, the intention of the
people to the intention of their agents....”

!  ARGUMENTS FOR RATIFYING THE CONSTITUTION

FEDERALIST WRITINGS, 1787-1788
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ratify—to approve by voting;  constitution—the fundamental law providing a framework for government

Just what did the
Americans ratify
June 21, 1788,
as the supreme law
of the land?

June 21, 1788

Delaware Dec.  7, 1787 unanimous
Pennsylvania Dec. 12, 1787 46—23
New Jersey Dec. 18, 1787 unanimous
Georgia Jan  2, 1788 unanimous
Connecticut Jan.  9, 1788 128—40
Massachusetts Feb.  6. 1788 187—168
Maryland Apr. 26, 1788 63—11
South Carolina May 23, 1788 149—73
New Hampshire June 21, 1788 57—47
Virginia June 25, 1788 89—79
New York July 26, 1788 30—27
North Carolina Nov. 21, 1789 195—77
Rhode Island May 29, 1790 34—32

New Hampshire,
the ninth state to
approve, cast the
deciding vote for
ratification.

 “The ratification of the Conventions of nine states shall be sufficient for the
      establishment of this Constitution between the states so ratifying the same.”

Ratification was a close call, as you can see.
Success came only with the Federalists’ promise to amend the Constitution with a Bill of Rights.

WHAT DO WE HAVE?

!  THE PEOPLE RATIFY THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES

RATIFYING THE CONSTITUTION—A CLOSE CALL

On June 21, 1788, New Hampshire became the ninth state to ratify the Constitution,
making it the supreme law of the land—

by the supreme authority of the people themselves, not the states.
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The national government is located in Washington, District of Columbia, a site chosen by President George Washington in 1790.

The president appoints judges, with
advice and consent of the Senate.
The term of office for the nine
justices (originally there were only
six) is for life—during good
behavior.

Each state elects presidential
electors, based on the number of its
congressmen. The electors then
elect the president.

Lower Federal Courts
 (created by Congress):

12 Circuit Courts of Appeal
94 District Courts

House
Committees

Senate
Committees

Cabinet Departments
(created by Congress)

Senate

Two senators
from each state,
regardless of
population, are
elected for 6-
year terms.

House of
Representatives

House members
are elected from
states in
proportion to
population for
2-year terms.

MAKES LAWS EXECUTES LAWS INTERPRETS LAWS,
THE CONSTITUTION, AND TREATIES OF

THE U.S. IN DECIDING CERTAIN CASES.
(meets in the Capitol) (lives and works at the White House)

(meets in the Supreme Court Building)

BRANCHES OF GOVERNMENT

We the People of the United States,
in Order to form a more perfect Union,

establish Justice, ensure domestic Tranquillity, provide for the
common defense, promote the general Welfare, and secure

the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity,
do ordain and establish this

Constitution for the United States of America.

THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Preamble

Article I Article II Article III

12–13  !  THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Agri-
culture
1889

Commerce
1913

Defense
1949

(Dept. of
War  1789)

Education
1979

Energy
1977

Health &
Human
Services

1953

Housing &
Urban

Development
1965

Interior
1849

Justice
1870

Labor
1913

State
1789

Trans-
portation

1966

Treasury
1789

Veterans’
Affairs
1989

Home-
land

Security
2002

Turn to page D-7 to read the entire United States Constitution.

“The power under the Constitution will always be with the people.”—George Washington
1492 1789 Present
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Article II

In addition to its own separate powers, each of the three branches of government is empowered to
check the other two— in order to keep any branch from assuming too much power. This balance
of national power allows for a  strong central government, with safeguards to prevent its becoming
tyrannical.

Judges cases of law and equity in
accordance with:
1. The Constitution
2. The laws of the United States
3. Treaties made by the United States
                                           

JUDICIAL BRANCH
POWERS

LEGISLATIVE BRANCH
POWERS

The Congress
The Supreme Court

Article I Article III

EXECUTIVE BRANCH
POWERS

The President

1. Carries out the laws
2. Serves as commander in chief
    of the armed services
3. Appoints judges, ambassadors,
    and other officials
4. Makes treaties
(See Article II for additional
powers.)

Makes laws to:
1. Lay and collect taxes; pay the
     debts; provide for the common
    defense and general welfare of
    the United States
2. Regulate interstate and
    foreign commerce
3. Declare war
(See Article I for additional powers.)

  

(See Article III for additional powers.)

“A legislative, an executive, and a judicial power
comprehend the whole of what is meant and understood by government.

It is by balancing each of these powers against the other two that the
efforts of human nature towards tyranny can alone be checked.”

                                                                         —John Adams

12–14  !  THE THREE BRANCHES OF GOVERNMENT
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FEDERALISM— the division of powers between the national and state governments—
reflects the Constitution’s principle of limited government.

! Establish local governments

! Conduct elections

! Regulate commerce within a state

! Establish and maintain schools

! Make marriage and divorce laws

! Provide for public safety

! Make laws regarding contracts,
    corporations, wills

! Raise and support a militia

! Regulate interstate and foreign
 commerce

! Coin money and regulate its value;
 fix standard of weights and
 measurments

! Punish counterfeiting of securities
 and current coin of the United
 States

! Set uniform rules of naturalization
 (process of becoming a U.S. citizen)
 and of bankruptcy (process of
 relieving debtors of debts they
 cannot pay)

! Establish post offices

! Promote science and useful arts
 with patents and copyrights

! Punish piracies and felonies on the
 high seas

! Declare war

! Raise and support an army

! Provide and maintain a navy

! Make rules for governing armed
 forces

! Call out state militias to execute
 U.S. laws, end rebellions, and repel
 invasions

! Share governance of militias with
 states

! Govern the national seat of
 government, a district separate  
 from the states, not to exceed ten
 square miles (Washington D. C.)

! Govern territories and admit new
 states

! Make all laws which shall be
 necessary and proper for carrying
 into execution the foregoing
 powers

POWERS OF NATIONAL

GOVERNMENT

POWERS RESERVED FOR THE

STATES

! Lay and collect taxes;
     pay debts

! Borrow money

! Provide for the general welfare

! Establish courts

! Enforce laws

! Punish lawbreakers

! Charter banks

! Make bankruptcy laws

! Build roads

CONCURRENT POWERS

OF

NATIONAL AND STATE

GOVERNMENTS

ARTICLE I, SECTION 8

12–15  !  THE FEDERAL SYSTEM: DIVISION OF POWERS
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Article V in the Constitution sets forth a two-step procedure
for amending the Constitution.

OR
BY A CONVENTION
called by Congress on the
application of two-thirds
of the state legislatures

BY  CONVENTIONS
in three-fourths of the states
(whichever mode of ratification
may be proposed by Congress) 

BY LEGISLATURES
of three-fourths
of the states

BY CONGRESS
whenever two-thirds
of  both Houses deem
it necessary

In more than two centuries, the Constitution of the United States has been amended only 27 times.
   All 27 amendments have been proposed by Congress.
   The first 10 amendments—the protecting individual rights—were ratified in 1791.
   The last amendment—the 27th—was ratified in 1992.

Step One:  PROPOSING the amendment
Step Two:  RATIFYING the amendment

OR

STEP ONE

propose—to put forth for consideration

Purposes of the amendments include correcting the original articles (XI, XII, XX) and other changes, such as:
   ECONOMIC (XVI, federal income tax),
   SOCIAL (XVIII, XXI, the prohibition of alchohol and its repeal), and
   POLITICAL (XIII, abolishment of slavery; XIV, equality of citizenship rights; XVII, direct election of senators;
   XXII, 2-term limit for the presidency; XV, XIX, XXIV, reduced suffrage requirements regarding race, gender, age).

STEP TWO

amend—to change
amendment—a change made in a motion, bill, or constitution

ratify—to approve by voting

12–16  !  AMENDING THE CONSTITUTION
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FREEDOM OF RELIGION

FREEDOM OF SPEECH FREEDOM OF THE PRESS

FREEDOM OF ASSEMBLY Freedom of PetitionFREEDOM OF PETITION

To make sure the new national government could not violate individual rights of the people—some dating to the Magna Carta,
Americans insisted that the U.S. Constitution be amended to include a bill (or listing) of these rights, guaranteeing them. Several states
made this a condition for ratification. In 1789, Congressman James Madison led the House of Representatives in recommending such
amendments to the states for ratification. In 1791, the states ratified the first ten amendments to the Constitution—the Bill of Rights.

12–17  !  THE BILL OF RIGHTS: FIRST 10 AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION
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2ND AMENDMENT

Right to bear arms

3RD AMENDMENT 4TH AMENDMENT

5TH AMENDMENT 6TH AMENDMENT 7TH AMENDMENT

8TH AMENDMENT 9TH AMENDMENT 10TH AMENDMENT

Right not to quarter soldiers

Due process of law Right to a speedy trial Right to trial by jury

No cruel or unusual
punishment

Constitutional rights do not
deny other rights.

States’ rights

Freedom from unreasonable
search and seizure

!  THE BILL OF RIGHTS: FIRST  10 AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION
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EXECUTIVE ACTION—

ORIGIN—Most bills can originate
(be introduced) in either house of
Congress or in both houses at the same
time. But money bills must originate
in the House of Representatives.

COMMITTEES—About 10,000 bills per year are introduced. Each is given
a number and assigned to a standing, or permanent, committee—such as
agriculture, energy, or labor.
     There are 22 committees in the House of Representatives and 15 in the
Senate; each has several sub-committees. A bill might be 1,000 pages long and
involve 200 people in 15 subcommittees.

HEARINGS— Subcommittees hold
hearings at which experts and
interested parties speak for or against
the bill. The subcommittee then makes
recommendations about the bill to the
full committee.

COMMITTEE ACTION— The full
committee can: 1) approve 2) rewrite and
approve 3) amend (change) and approve
4) reject the bill. (Only about 1,000 of
10,000 bills considered per year become
laws; most die in committee.) If approved,
the bill goes to the house of origin for
debate.

CONGRESSIONAL ACTION—
Back in its house of origin the bill is
debated, perhaps amended, and voted
on. If passed, it goes to the other house
for the same action. If both houses
approve the final bill, it goes to the
president.

If the president vetoes a bill, Congress
can override the veto, and the bill
becomes a law without the president’s
approval.

JUDICIAL ACTION— If a law does
not conform to the United States
Constitution, the Supreme Court has
the power to declare the law
unconstitutional.

1) sign the bill,
 making it a law

3) hold the bill
without signing.
Unsigned, it becomes
a law in 10 days if Congress
is in session. It dies if
Congress adjourns before
10 days (a pocket veto).

To become a law, a bill must pass both houses of Congress (the House of Representatives and the Senate) and be signed by
the president. The idea for a law can come from anyone—individuals, interest groups, the president of the United States—
but only a member of the House of Representatives or Senate can sponsor a bill and guide it through the required steps.

A bill is a proposal for a new law.

2) veto the bill

The president may:

Article I, Section 7

12–18  !  HOW A BILL BECOMES A LAW
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For more than 200 years, Supreme Court decisions have reflected and affected
the interpretation of the Constitution. Some decisions have been more

important than others in directing the course of the United States.

 LANDMARK SUPREME COURT DECISIONS, 1803-2000

12–19  !  LANDMARK SUPREME COURT DECISIONS

landmark—an object that serves as a guide; a prominent or distinguishing feature or event

EQUALITY UNDER THE LAW
—inscription above entrance to the Supreme Court

! Marbury v. Madison (1803) invalidated a federal law, establishing the Supreme Court’s right of
judicial review of federal laws to determine their constitutionality.

! Fletcher v. Peck (1810) invalidated a state law, establishing the Supreme Court’s right of
judicial review of state laws to determine their constitutionality.

! Martin v. Hunter’s Lessee (1816) established the Supreme Court’s right of judicial review of state
courts’ decisions.

! Dartmouth College v. Woodward (1819) ruled that private contracts are protected by the Constitution.
! McCulloch v. Maryland (1819) asserted the doctrine of implied powers.
! Cohens v. Virginia (1821) established supremacy of federal over state law.
! Gibbons v. Ogden (1824) asserted a broad interpretation of the commerce clause by ruling that

Congress could regulate interstate commerce without interference from the states.
! Dred Scott v. Sandford (1857) declared that:

1) slaves were not citizens; thus Dred Scott, a slave, could not sue in federal courts
2) Scott’s temporary residence in free (Wisconsin) territory did not made him free
3) the Missouri Compromise of 1820, which prohibited slavery in areas including Wisconsin

         Territory, was unconstitutional.
! Plessy v. Ferguson (1896) validated segregation of white and black races, stating that
   “separate but equal” facilities were constitutional.
! Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka (1954) reversed the 1896 Plessy decision on
   “separate but equal” facilities in regard to education, stating: “Separate educational facilities
    are inherently unequal.”
! Bush v. Gore (2000) reversed the 2000 Florida Supreme Court decision on recounting the votes
    of Palm Beach and Miami-Dade Counties, leaving George W. Bush the winner of Florida’s

 electoral votes. Subsequent to the electoral college vote, Bush became the 43rd president of the United States.


